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W PREFACE* 

L The firft of thefe periods may be 
traced from the age of Trajan and the 
Antonines , when the Roman monarchy, 
having attained its full ftrength and ma- 
turity^ began to vetge towards its de^ 
cline; and Will extend to the fiibverfion 
of the Weftem Empire, by the barbarians 
t)f Germany and Scythia^ the rude ian- 
ceftbrs of the moft polished nations of 
hiodem Europe. This extraordinary re^ 
volution , which fubjected Rome to the 
power of a Gothic conqueror, was com- 
pleted about the beginning of the.lixth 
century* 

11. The fecond period of the decline 
and Fall of Rome j may be fuppofed to 
commence with the reign of Juftinian, who 
by his laws > as well as by his victories, 
reftored a tranfient fplendour to the 
Eaftern Empire. It will comprehend the 
invafion of Italy by the Lombards ; the 
conqueft of the Afiatic and African pro- 
vinces by the Arabs, who embraced the 
religion of Mahomet ; the revolt of the 
lloman people agaiiift the feeble princes 
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PREFACE, ▼ 

tof Conftantinople ; and the elevation of 
Charlemagne, who, in the year eight 
hundred, eftablished the fecond, or Ger- 
man Empire of the welt 

III. The laft and longeft of thefe periods 
includes about fix centuries and a half ; 
from the revival of the Weftem Empire, 
till the taking of Conftantinople by the 
Turks, and the extinction of a degenerate 
race of princes, who continued to aifume 
the titles of Caefar and Auguftus , after 
|heir dominions were contracted to the 
limits of a fmgle city ; in which the lan- 
guage , as well as manners, of the ancient 
Romans , had been long fince forgotten^ 
The >«rriter who should undertake to 
relate the events of this period, would 
find himfelf obliged to enter into the 
general hiftory of the Crufades , as far as 
they contributed to the rqin of th^ Greek 
Empire; and he would fcarcely be able 
to reftrain his curiofity from making fome 
i^:iquiry into the ftate of the city of Rome, 
during the darknefs and confufion of the 
middle ages* 

a3 
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yi PRE F A C E. 

As I have ventured , perhaps too 
baftily, to commit to the prefs, a work, 
which , in every fenfe of the word , 
deferves the epithet of imperfect, I con- 
fider myfelf as contracting an engagement 
to finish , moft probably in a fecond 
volume *, the firft of thefe memorable 
periods ; and to deliver to the Public , the 
complete hiftory of the Decline and Fall of 
Rome , from the age of the Antonines , to 
the fubverfion of the Weftern Empire. With 
regard to the fubfequent periods, though 
I may entertain fome hopes , I dare not 
prefumq to give any affurances. The 
execution of the extenfive plan which 'I 
have defcribed , would connect the an- 
cient and modem hiftory of the World ; 
but it would reqtiire many years of healthy 
of leifure, and of perfeverance* 

Bentinck-St&eet , 
February i^ 177^. 

* The Author , as it ^equently happens , tooV an inadequa^te 
aneafure of his growing work. The remainder of the firft period 
has filled two volumes in jqqarto » the four laft volumes of this 
•ctavo edition.' 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 



T\ I LICENCE and accuracy are the only 
**^^ merits which an hiftorical writer may 
afcribe to himfelf ; if any merit indeed can be 
afliimed from the performance of an indirpenfable 
duty. I may therefore be allowed to fay , that I 
have carefully examined all the original materials 
th^t could illuftrate the fubjfjct which 1 had un- 
dertaken to treat. Should I ever complete the 
extenfive defigii which has been sketched out in 
die Preface , I might perhaps conclude it with a 
critical account of the authors confulted during 
the progrefs of the whole work ; and however 
fuch a^n attempt might incur the cenfure of often- 
tation , I am perfuaded, that it would be fufcep^ 
tible of entertainment as well as information. 

At prefent I (hall content myfelf with a fmgle 
obfervation. The Biographers , who , under the 
reigns of Diocletian and Conllantine , compofed , 
or rather compiled , the lives of the Emperors , 
from Hadrian to the fons of Garus , are ufually 
mentioned under the names of £lius Spartianus , 
Julius CapitoHnus , £lius Lampridius , Vulcatius 
Gallicanus, Trebellius PoUio, and Flavins Vopif- 
cus. But there is fo much perplexity in the titles 
of the MSS« ; and fo many difputes have arifen 
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viii ADVERTISEMENT. 

^mong the critics (fee Fabricius , Biblloth. La- 
tin. 1. iii. c. 6. ) concerning their number , their 
names, and their refpective {>roperty, that for the 
inoft part I have quoted them yithout diftinctionf 
tinder the general and 'Vfell-knowa title of t}ie 



Digitized by 



Google 



TABLE OF CONTENTS 

OF THE 

F J R S t V L U M E. 






CHAP. I. 

The Extent and military force of the Empire , in the 

Age of the Antonincs^ 
A,3>. , Page 

INTRODUCTION - , . x 

Moderation of Auguftus . • , 9 

Imitated by his SucceiTor) ^ • • ) 

Conqueft of Britain was the iirft Exception to it 4 

Cpnqueft of Dacia , the fecond Exception to it -6 

Conquefts of Trajan in the Eaft ... 7 

Refigned by his Succefibr Hadrian . • 9 

Contraft'of Hadrian and Antoninus Pius • 10 

Pacific Syftem of Hadrian and the two Antoninus ib. 

Defenfive Wars of jR^arcus Antoninus . x i 

Military Eftabli^men^ of the {Ionian Emperors ^ ib. 

DifcipUne. »; % • ^ • , ^ , . xz 

Exercifes p .. .» ... . 14 

The Legipns under tl^e Emperors , '• if 

Ar^is . , ... . . , 16 

Cavalry . . .... , .. . 17 

Aifxiliaruss . . . . ^ • ig 

Artillery .. , ' .' . , ■, 19 

Encampment • . , , , , 2^ 

March , • r ^ . • . : . ib. 

jjumbq^ and.Difpofition .of thQ Legions . ax 

Jf^vy ... , .- . * . .' 2z 

Amount of the whole Eftablishment . • . 24 

View of the Frovinpes of the Roman Empire • ib. 

Spain . • f ■ f , • . ^ , /. ib. 



Digitizecf by 



Google 



X 
A.D. 



CONTENTS. 



Pa^e 

25 
26 

a? 

28 

ib. 
29 
ib. 

JO 

ib. 

J« 
M 

*ib* 

JS 

ib- , 



Craul . . • • 
Britain . . • . • 
Italy 

The Danube and Dlyrian Frontier 
Rhaetia . • 

Noricum and Pannonia • • 
Dalmatia • . • . 

Maefisi and Dacia • . # 
Thrace , Macedonia , and Greece 
Afia Minor • • • • 
Syria , Fhcsoicia, and Paleftine 
Egypt • • • • 

Africa • • • • 

The Mediterranean , ^i^ith its Islands 
General Idea of the Roman Empire 

CHAP. II. 

Of the Union and internal Profperity of the Roman 

Empire in the Age of the Antdnines. 

A. D. Page 

Principles of Goyernment • « . )7 

Univerfal Spirit of Toleration « . • lb. 

Of the People • • • • • 38 

Of the Phiiofophers , • • • J9 

Of the Magiftrates . -• ' • • 41 

In the Provinces • . v ^ • 42 

At Rome • • • • • • ib. 

Freedom of Rome • • ■• • 4} 

Italy . . . ... . ' 45 

The Provinces .* . . • ^ ,46 

Colonies^ and Municipal Towns . . 47 

Divifion of the Latin and the Greek Provinces 49 
General life of both the Greek and Latin Languages 5 1 

Slaves . . • . . • • ib. 

•Their Treatment . > .. . 5Z 

Enfranchifement . . . • 5^ 

Numbers 54 

Populoufnels of the Roman Empire • « • SS 



Digitized by 



Google 



CONTENTS ri 

JL D. , Ftgt 

Obedience and Union « ' . • .^56 

Roman Monuments • • . . (;f 

Many of them erected at private Expence , ib. 

Example of Herodes Atticus • • • 59 

His Reputation • • • • • 60 

Moft of the Roman Monuments for public Ufe 61 

Temples , Theatres , Aqueducts . • • ib. 
Number and Grcatnefs of the Cities of the Empire 6} 

In Italy ••••;• ib, 

Gaul and Spain • • • • • 64 

Africa . « .. • • . • • 65 

Afia . • • • , • t • • ib* 

'Roman Roads * .• • • • 66 

Pods 67 

Navigation . . . • • ^ • ib. 
Improvement of Agriculture in the Weftern Coun« 

tries of the Empire « • • • 68 

Introduction of Fruits , etc. • • . ib. 

The Vine . . . . » . 69 

The Olive . • • . • . ib. 

Flax 70 

Artificial Grafs . . . • • ib. 

General Plenty • . , • • • ib. 

Arts of Luxury .. • • ib. 

Foreign Trade • • ... • 71 

Gold and Silver ... * 7 1 

General Felicity • . • • . . . 74. 

Decline of Courage • • • • ib, 

■ * of Genius • • • . 79 

Degeneracy . • • • • • 76 

CHAP. III. 

Of the Conftitution of the Roman Empire , in the Jigt 

of the Antonines. 

A. D. Page 

Idea of a Monarchy « . • . 79 

Situation of Auguftus • . . • ib. 

He reforms the Senate . • • « • 79 



'Digitized by 



Google 



%a 



C QN TENTS. 



A. D. 



Refigns his ufurped Power • 

Is prevailed upon to refumc it under the Title of 
. Emperor , or General 

Power of the Roman Generals 

Lieutenants of the Emperor 

Biuifioii of the Provinces between the Emperor and 
the Senate . . 

" 'The- former prefervcs his military Command, and 
Guards , in Rome itfelf • . ^ 

Coafular and Tribunkian Powers ^ 

Imperial Prerogatives . • 

The Magiftrates • . . , 

The Senate - . . 

General Idea of the Imperial Syftem 

Court of the Emperors . ^ 

Deification 

Titles oi Augufius and Cdfar 

Character and Policy of Augufttts 
- Image of- Liberty for the People 

Attempts .of the Senate after the Death of CaHgula 

Image of. Government for the Armies 

Their Obedience . . , . 

Defignation of ^ SucG^flbr • 

Of. Tiberius • - , . . 

Qf.Titua .... , , 

The Race of the Caefars , and Flavian Family 
96 Adoption and character of Trajan 
417 Of Hadrian • . .. 

Adoption of the Elder and younger Verus 
>3|38— »i8o. Adoption of the. two Antonincs 

Character and rejgn, of Pius 

' of Marcus 



80 



8x 
8z 
8J 

84 



8S 

ib. 

87 
88 
89 
90 

ih. 

91 
92 

9? 
94 
9? 
96 

ib. 

97 
ib. 
ib. 
98 

99 

ib. 
100 
loi 

102 

10; 

104 

ib. 



IjAppinefs of the Romans 
Its precarious Nature • 
ri Memory of Tiberius , Caligula , Nero , and Domitian: 105 
Peculiar Mifery of the Romans qnder their Tyrants 106 
Infenfibility of the Orientals . . ib. 

Knowledge an^ free^Spirit of the Romans . 107 

Extent of their Empire left them no Place of Refuge ipg 



Digitized by 



Google 



CONTENTS. xiil 

CHAP, IV. 

The Cruelty y EoUieSf and Murder of Commodus. -^Election 
of Pertinax, — His Attempts to reform the State. — His 
Ajjajination by the Pratorian Guards. 

A. *D. Page 

Indulgence of Marcus . * no 

To his Wife Fauftina . . ib. 

To his Son Commodus • . iii 

igo Acceflion of the £mperor Commodus . iiz 
Character of Commodus • • H^ 

His Return to Rome . . ib. 

x8) Is wounded by an AfTaffin « . 114. 
Hatred and Cruelty of Commodus towards the Senate 119 

The Quintilian Brothers . . 116 
186 The Minifter Perennis * * ' ib* 

Revolt of Maternus ^ 4 « iig 

The Minifter Cleandcr . • ^ ib. 

His Avarice and Cruelty . 4 119 

189 Sedition and Death of Cleander . 120 

Diflblute Pleafures of Commodus • i2z 

His Ignorance and low Sports • ib. 

Hunting of wild Beafts ' . . 12$ 
Commodus difplays his Skill in the Amphitheatre 124 

Acts as a Gladiator • * • tzt; 

His infamy and Extravagance « 126 

Confpiracy of his Domeftlcs • « 127 

19;^ Death of Commodus • . « ib. 

Choice of Pertinax for Emperor • I2g 

He is acknowledged by the Praetorian Guards 129 

19} And by the Senate . • . ib. 

The Memory of Commodus declared infamous i;o 
Legal Jurifdicrion of the Senate over the Emperors ib. 

Virtues of Pertinax . « . 1)1 

He endeavour^ to reform the State ♦ 1 } 2 

His ELegulations . ^ 4 ib. 

His Popularity • . .. 1J4 

Difcontent of the. Praetorians « » ib. 

A Confpiracy prevented . • jjy 

19} Murder of Pertinax by the Praeitorians # ib. 



Digitized by 



Google 



Xl? CONTENTS, 

C H A P. V. 

Public Sale of the Empire to Didius JuUanus hy the Prd^ 
torian Guards. — Clodius Albinus in Britain , Pefcennius 
Higer in Syria , andSeptimius Sevcrus in Pannonia ,.€?«• 
dare againjl the Murder eirs of Pertinax. — Civil Wan 
andVictory ofSeverus over his three Rivab. — Relaxation 
of Difcipline. — New Maxims of Government. 
A. D. Page 

Proportion of the military Force to the Number 

of the People . . . 157 

The Inftitudon of the Praetorian Guards • 1 3 g 
Their Camp . . • • ib. 

Their ftrength and confidence . . 139 

Their fpecious Claims . . ib. 

They offer the Empire to Sale , 140 

19) It is purchafed by JuUan . • 141 

Julian is acknowledged by the Senate • 14Z 

Takes Pofleffion of the Palace • ib. 

The public Difcontent . . 14) 

The Armies of Britain , Syria , and Pannonia , de- 
clare againft Julian . . 144^ 
Clodius Albinus in Britain . . ib. 
Pefcennius Niger in Syria . • 146 
Pannonia and Dalmatia • • X47 
19) Septimius Sever us . . / . 14$ 
Declared Emperor by the Pannonian Legions • 149 
Marches into Italy , Advances towards Rome ib. 
Diftrefs of Julian • . .150 
His uncertain Conduct ' . . 151 
Is deferted by the Praetorians . . ib. 
Is condemned and executed by Order of the Senate i$z 
Difgrace of the Praetorian Guards . ib. 
Funeral and Apotheofis of Fertinax . 1 9 j 
19} — 197. Succefs ofSeverus againft Niger and againft 
Albinus . • . . IS4 
Conduct of the two civil "Wars . i s ^ 
Arts ofSeverus . . . ib. 
Towards Niger ^ • ib. 



Digitized by 



Google 



CONTENTS X? 

A- D. . * Pagt 

Towards Albinus . • ^ • i^c 

Event of the civil Wars . . 15^ 

Decided by one or two Battlef • i^g 

Siege of Byzantium • , • 15^^ 

Deaths of Niger and All^nus • . 16 o 

Cruel Confequences of the civil Wars , ib. 

Animoficy ofSeverus againft the Senate i6x 

The Wifdom and Juftice of his Government ib. 

General Peace and Profperity • • i6z 

Relaxation of military Difcipline • - i6| 

New Eflabiishment of the Praetorian Guards 164 

The Office of Praetorian Praefcct . ib. 

The Senate opprefled by military Defpodfrn 16% 

New Maxims of the Imj^edal Prerogative 166 

CHAP. VI. 

The Death ofSeverus. — Tyranny of Caracdlla. — UfuTf^ 

pation of Macrinus.-^FolUes cf Elagahalus. — Virtues 

of Alexander Severus, — lAcentioufnefs of the Army,-^ 

General State of the Roman Finances. 

A. D. Pag0 

Greatncfs and Difcon tent ofSeverus , i6g 

His Wife the Emprefs Julia . . ib. 

Their two Sons, Caracalla and Geta « 169 

Their mutual Averfion to each other • 170 

Three Emperors . . . ib. 

aog The Caledonian War • , ib. 

Fingal and liis Heroes . . ' jfz 

Contrail of the Caledonians and the Romans ib. 

Ambition of Caracalla • . . 171 

211 Death ofSeverus, and Acceflion of his two Sons ib* 
Jealoufy and Hatred of the two Emperors 174 
Fruhlefs Negociation for dividing the Empire be- 
tween them . . . 175 

212 Murder of Geta . . , 176 
Remorfe and Cruelty of Caracalla • 177 
Death of Papinian . . . 178 

21 J His Tyraony extended over the ^hole Empire 179 



Digitized by 



Google 



, k^ . CONTENTS. 

A. D. ^a^e 

. Relaxation of Difcjpline * . * i8o 

*i7 Murder of Caracalla * # • igi 

Imitation of Alexander . . i8J 

Election and character of Macrinus . 184 

Difcontent of the Senate * . 18^ 

— ; ofthejVrmy , • iS6 

' , Macrinus attempts a Reformation of the Army ib. 

Death of the Emprefs Julia . . 187 

Education , Pretentions , and Revolt of Elagabalus » 

called at firft Baffianus and Antoninus ib. 

^18 Defeat and Death of Macrinus ^ 189 

Elagabalus writes to the Senate * 196 

, I 2x9 Picture of Elagabalus . « 191 

His Superftition . • • * 192 

I ' His profligate and dIFeRiinate Luxury ^ . 194 

Contempt of Defcency^ which diftinguished the 

Roman Tyrants . # . 19^ 

* Difcontentsof the Army . * ' i^6 

nzt Alexander Severus declared Caeifat i ib. 

2Z2 Sedition of the Guards , and Murder of Elagabalus^ 197 

Acceffion of Alexander Severus * 198 

Power of his Mother Mamxa ♦ ib. 

His wife and moderate Adminiftration ^ 200 

! Education and virtuous Temper of Alexander ib. 

Journal of his ordinary Life . ioi 

6£2---2j9. General Happinefs. of the Roman World 20Z 

Alexander refufes the Name of Antoninus 20^ 

He attempts to reform the Army • 204 

' Seditions of the Praetorian Guards , and Murder of 

' Ulpian • • 4 4 ' 2of 

I . Danger of t)ion Cadius . ^ 206 

i Tumults of the Legions ^ p'irmnefs of the Emperor 207 

Defects of his Reign and Character . 208 

Digrefiion on the Finances of the Empire . 210 
tlftablishment of the Tribute on Roman Citizens ib. 

Abolition of the Tribute . . 311 

Tributes of the Provinces • . ib. 

Of Afia , Egypt , and Gaul 4 2 ill 

; Of 



Digitized by 



Google 



CONTENTS. xvU 

A. D. Pag^ 
,0f Africa and Spain . • 2iZ 
Of the Isle of Gyarus ♦ . 21 j 
Amount of the Revenue • « ; 214 
Taxes on Roman Citizens inftituted by Auguftus ib« 
I. The Cuftoms • • • 21^ 
II. The excife . • ♦ 216 
III. Tax on Legacies and Inheritances lb. 
Suited to the Laws and Manners • 217 
Regulations of the Emperors * 318 
Edict of Caracalla • / « %iq 
The Freedom of the City given to all the Provin- 
cials , for the Purpofe of Taxation • . 220 
Temporary Reduction of the Tribute • ib« 
Confequences of the Univerfal Freedom of Rome 221 

CHAP. VII. 
The Elevation and Tyranny of Maximin^-^Rtbellion in 
Africa and Italy , under the Authority of the Senate.-^ 
Civil Wars arid Seditions, — Violent Deaths ofMaximin 
and his Son , ofMdximus and Balbinus^ and of the three 
Gordians-^Ufurpation and fecular Games ofPhiUp. 
A. D. Papje 

The apparent Ridicule and folid Advantages of 

•hereditary Succeflion . . 22^5 

Want of it in the Roman Empire productive of 

the greateft Calamities * • 22 1 

Birth and Fortunes ofMaximin • 22$ 

His military Service and Honours « ib. 

2J5 Confpiracy ofMaximin . « 226 

Murder of Alexander Severus . 227 

Tyranny of Maximin • • 229 

Oppreffion of the Provinces . * 2^1 

2J7 Revolt in Africa . • * . 2j*2 

Character and Elevation of the two Gordians 2 } j 
They folicit the Confirmation of their Authority 2 j 9 
The Senate ratifies their Election of the Gordians ib. 
Declares Maximin a public Enemy) • 237 

h 



Digitized by 



Google 



tvfll CONTENTS. 

A. D. Page 

Aflumes the Cemmancl of Rome and Italy % ib. 

Prepares for a civil War . . 2j8 

s}7 Defeat and Death of the two Gordians 2^9 
Election of Maximos and Balbinus by the Senate ib. 

Their Characters • • « 241 

Tumult at Rome • . • 24^ 

The Younger Gordian is- declared Caefar , ib. 
Maximin prepares to attack the Senate , and their 

Emperors . . • 24} 

s} 8 Marches into Italy • • , 244 

Siege of Aquileia • • • 24^ 

Conduct of Maximus . . • 246 

2} 8 Murder of Maximin and his Son • ib. 

His Portrait , • • 247 

Joy of the Roman World . . 248 

Sedition at Rome ' . • . 249 

Difcontent of the Prxtorian Guards • 2^0 

238 Maflacre of Maximus and Balbinus • 251 

The third Gordian remains fole Emperor 2s z 

Innocence and Virtues of Gordian . 2^ 

240 Adminiftration of Mifitheus . • ib. 

242 Tne Perfian War . . . 294 

243 The Ifitrts of Philip . . . 2ss 
a 44 Murder of Gordian . . • ib. 

Form of a military Republic . . ib. 

Reign of Philip . . . 257 

248 Secular Games • • . ib. 

Decline of the Roman Empire • 258 

CHAP. VIII. 

Of the State of Pcrfia after the Rejioration of 
the Monarchy by Artaxerxes. 

A. D. Page 

The Barbarians of the Eaft and of the North 260 

Revolutions of Afia . . . 261 

The Perfian Monarchy rcftored by Artaxerxes 262 

Reformation of the Magian Religion . 263 

Perfian Theology , two Principles , 264 

Religious Worship . . « 26^ 



Digitized by 



Google 



CONTENTS. »9 

A» D. Fag« 

Ceremonies and moral Precepts I 267 

Encouragement of Agriculture • « ib. 

Power of the Magi • . • 269 

Spirit of Perfecution • • 270 
Eftablishment of the royal Authority in the Pro* 

vinces .... 271 

Extent and Population of Per fia • 27:^ 

Recapitulation of the War between theParthiaa 

and Roman Empires • • 27) 

Ii6^ Cities of Seleucia and Ctefiphon • 274 

St 1 6 Conqueft of Ofrhoene by the Romans • 275 

2 JO Artaxerxes claims the Provinces of Afia, %nd de« 

dares War againft the Romans • t^6 

«}) Pretended Victory of Alexander Severus . 2^78 

More probable Account of the War • ib. 

240 Charaaer and Maxims of Artaxerxes « 280 

Military Power of the Perfians • 28c 

Their Infantry contemptible y » ib. 

Their Cavalry excellent. , « 289" 

C H A P. IX. 

The State of Germany till the Invajion of the Barbarians^ 

in the Time of the Emperor Decius. 

A. D. Page 

Extent of Germany • • - 284 

Ch'mate * « • • 28 S 

Its Effects on the Natives « • 286 

Origin of the Germans « • 287 

Fables and Conjectures . . « . 288 

The Germans ignorant of Letters • • 2i^t 

> ■ " — — — -r — of Arts and Agriculture 290 

T of the Ufe of Metals Z91 

Their Indolence ; • • 293 

Their Tafte for ftrong Liquors « 294 

State of Population • . « ^9% 

German Freedom « • ^ 296 

AfTemblies of the People .» ^ 29^ 



Digitized by 



Google 



tt CONTENTS. 

A. 0. Fage 

Authority of the Princes and Magiftrates 299 
More abfolute over the Property, than over Ae 

Perfons of the Germans . . jpo 

, : Voluntary Engagements • . ib.^ 

German Ghaftity • . . joz* 

Its prjobabl^ Caufes • • / ib. 

. . Religion . • • . 304 

Its Effects in PeacQ » . • 30^ 

r- in War » . . ;o5 

The Bards ' » ) , • . J07 
Caufes which checked the Frogrefs of the Ger- 
mans • » . • ; )Og 
\(^ant of Arms .-^ . , • v ib. 
. . •— — of Difcipline ♦ , J09 
Civil. Didentions of Germany • ;- jii 
Fomented by the Policy of Rome . jiz 
TranGent Union againft^ Marcus A.ntOQinus 9 1 1 
Diftinction of the German Tribe . * 51 + 
/ Numbers • • » ♦ }i5 

CHAP. X. 

The Emperors DeciuSy Gatkts^ Mmilianus ^ Valcrifin, and 

GalUenui. — The gencral.lrruptipnofthe Barbarians.^-^ 

The thirty Tyrants. 

A. ©. Page. 

148 — 2 68t The Nature of the Subject • jid 

• The Emperor Philip - . • . ib. 

^^49* Services^, Revolt ,* Victory , and Kdga of the Em^ 

peror-Decius . . • ^7 

l$a He marches againft the Goths • 3^8 

Origin of the 60th s from Scandinavia * - 319 

Religion df the Goths ' • • j2o 

Inilitutions and Death of Odin » }2i 
Agreeable j but uncertain, Hypothefis concerning 

Odin . • . . . 923 
Emigration of the Goths from Scandinavia into 

Prufli* • • • • ib. 



Digitized by 



Google 



CONTENTS. xxi 

A. D. Fage 

Emigration from Pruifia to the Ukraine 3^1 

The Gothic Nation increafes in ics March 324 

Diftinction of the Germans and Sarmatians }2^ 

Defcription of the Ukraine . • • ^26 

The Goths invade the Roman Provinces « ib. 

Z^o Various Events of the Gothic War . • j28 

»5i Decius revives the Office of Cenfor in the Perfon 

of Valerius • . ; ^29 

The Defign impracticable , and without Effect 5 yo 
Defeat and Death of Decius and his Son 3 ) t 

291 Election of Gallus • • . 3 ;; 

ZSZ Retreat of the Goths • • ib. 

Gallps purchafes Peace by the Payment of an 

annual Tribute • • )H 

Popular Difcontent • . ib, 

t^} Victory and Revolt of £milianus » 3)5 

Gallus abandoned and slain . « 336 

Valerian revenges the Death of Gallus , and is 

acknowledged Emperor • . ib. 

Character of Valerian . . 337 

253 — 268 General Misfortunes of the Reigns of Vale- 
rian and Gallienus . • • ib. 
Inroads of the Barbarians • . 338 
Origin and Confederacy of the Franks . ib. 
They invade Gaul • . . 240 
They ravage Spain . . . ib. 
. And pafs over into Africa • . 341 
Origin and Renown of the Suevi . ib. 
A mixed Body of Suevi affume the Name of 

Alemanni • • . . • 342 

Invade Gaul and Italy « . 343 

Are repulfed from Rome by the Senate and People ib. 
The Senators excluded by Gallienus from the 

military Service - . . 344 

Gallienus contracts an Alliance with the Alemanni ib. 
Inroads of the Goths . . 349 

Conqueft of the Bofphorus by the Goths 34^ 

The Goths acquire a naval Force • 347 



Digitized by 



Google 



xxfi CONTENT*. 

Firft naval Expedition of the Goths • J 48 

The Gochs befiege and take Trebizond ;49 

The fecond Expedition of the^ Goths • ' j$o 

They plunder the Cities of Bithynia • ib. 

Retreat of the Goths . * ; 9 1 

Third naval Expedition of the Goths • j^s 

They pafs the Bofphprus and the Hellefpont }5) 

Ravage Greece, and threaten Italy • }54. 

Their Divifions and Retreat . • ib. 

Ruin of the TemfAe of Ephefus • ;^d 

Conduct of the Goths at Athens . ;s7 

Conqueft of Armenia by the Perfians • ib. 

Valerian marches into the Eaft • 358 
z6o Is defeated and taken Frifoner by Sapor King of 

Perfia . . . . 3^9 

Sapor overruns Syria , Cilicia, and Cappadocia 360 

Boldnefs and Succefs of Odenathus againft Sapor 362 

Treatment of Valerian . « 363 

Character and Adminiftration of Gallienus 3 64 

The Thirty Tyrants . . 36s 
Their real Number was no more than nineteen ib* 

Character and Merit of the Tyrants • 366 

Their jobfcure Birth . . . 367 

The Caufes of their Rebellion . 368 

Their violent Deaths ' . • ib. 

Fatal Confequence^ of thefe Ufurpations 369 

Diforders of Sicily . . ' , 371 
Tumults of Alexandria • , -'37^ 

Rebellion of the Ifaurians • . 373 

Famine and Peililence • ^ 374 

Diminution of the human SpeciiBl « ib. 



Digitized by 



THE 



Google 



THE. 

•HISTORY 

OF THE 

DEC LINE AND FALL 

O F T H £ 

ROMAN EMPIRE. 



C li A p. L . 

The Extent and Military Force of the Empire in the Agt 
of the Antoninesi 

In the feeond century of the Chriftian Era, the chap. 
empire of Rome compreheiided the faireft part of '• 
the earth , and the moft civilised portion of jfoaj^"*' 
mankinds The frontiers ofthatextenfive Monarchy 
were guarded by ancieftt renown and difciplined 
valour. The gentle, but powerful influence of 
laws and manners had gradually cemented the union 
of the provinces. Their peaceful inhabitants enjoyed 
and abuled the advantages of ivealth and luxury* 
The image of a free conftitution wasprefcrved with 
decent reverence : The Rbman fenate appeared tof 
poOfefs the fovereign authority, and devolved oil 
theemperorji all the executive powcrsof government. 
During a happy period of more than fourfcore A. b. 98. 
Vol. L A -'^^- 
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CHAP, years , ttie public adminifiratioti was conducted by 
I. the virtue and abilities of Ncrva, Trajan, Hadrian, 
and the two Antonines. It is the defign of this, 
and of the two fucceeding chapters , to defcribe 
the profperous condition of their empire; and 
afterwards, from the death of Marcus Antoninus, 
to deduce the Inoft important circUmftaku:es of its 
decline and fall ; a revolution Which Svill evfer be re- 
membered , and is (till felt by the nations of the earth. 
Moderadon ^The principal conquefts of the Romans were 
ofAuguftus.ji|.^lii^Vcd under the republic; arid the emperot's, 
for thfe moft part, were fatisfied with prefcrving 
thofe dominions which had been acquired by the 
policy of the fenate , the active emulation of the 
confuls , and the 'martial enthufiafm of the people, 
dphe feven firft centuries were filled with a rapid 
fucceftioti olf triumphs; but it Was referved for 
Auguflus , to relinquish the ambitious defign of 
fubduing the whole earth , and to introduce a fpirit 
of moderation into the public couacils. Inclined to 
peace by his temper and fituation , it was eafy for 
him to difcover , that Rome , in her prefent exalted 
fituatioii , had much lefs to hope than to fear from 
the chance of arms ; and that , in the profctcution 
of remote wars, the undertaking became every day 
more difficult, the event more doubtful, and the 
pofleflion more precarious, and lefs beneficial. The 
experience of Auguftus added weight to thcfe 
falutary reflections, and effectually convinced him, 
that , by the prudent vigour of his counfels , it 
would be eafy to fecure every conceffion , whidh 
the fafety or the dignity of Rome might require 
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from the mod formidable Barbariads. Ixiflead of chap. 
expoflog bis-pcrfon and his legions to the arrows ^ 
of the Parthians, he obtained , by an Honourable 
treaty , the reditu tion of the (landards and prifoners 
which had been takeh in the defeat df Graflus '• 

His generals, in the early part* of his reign ^ 
attempted the reduction of ^Ethiopia and Arabia 
Felixi They marched near a thoufand miles td the 
fouth of the tropic ; but the heat of the climate foon 
repelled the invaders , and protected the unwarlike 
natives of thofe'Tequeftered regions *. The northern 
countries of Europe fcarcely deferved the expencd 
and labour of conqueft. The forefts and morafles 
of Germany were filled with a hardy race of 
barbarians, who defpifed life when it was feparateci 
from freedom ; and though, on the firft attack ^ 
they feemed to yicild to the weight of the Rortian 
power ^ they foon, by a fignal act of defpair^ 
regained their independence , and reminded Au- 
guftus of the viciflitude of fortune '. On the death 
of that emperor , his teftament was publicly read 
in the fenatc. He bequeathed , as a valuable legacy 
to his fucceffors , theadviceof confining the empire 
within thofe limits, which Nature feemed to havd 
placed as its permanent bulwarks and boundaries ; 
on the weft the Atlantic ocean; the Rhine and 
Danube on the north; the Euphrates on the eaft; 
and towards the fouth , the fandy defart^ of Arabid 
and Africa*. 

Happily for the repofe of mankind , the itioderate imihted by 
fyftem recommended by the wifdom of Auguftus , J^^^/"*^"^ 
'Was adopted by the fears and vices of his immtediate 

A ^ 
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CHAP, fucccflbrs. Engaged in the purfuit of pleafure, oi* 

^' in the cxcrcife of tyranny , the firft Caefars fcldom 

shewed themfelves to the armies , or to the provinces;. 

nor were they difpofed to fuflfer , that thofe triuitiphs 

which tAeir indolence neglected , should be ufurped 

by the conduct and valour of their lieutenants. 

The military fame of a fubject was confidered as an 

infolent invafion of the imperial prerogative ; and 

it became the duty, as well as intereft, of every 

Roman general, to guard the frontieis intruded to 

his care , without afpiring to conquefts which might 

have proved no Icfs fatal to himfelf than to the 

vanquished barbarians '. 

Conqreft of The only acceilion which the Roman empire 

fi!^^*firft " received , during the firft century of the Chriftiaa 

exce^tioii ^ra, was the province of Britain. In this fingle 

*° "• inftance the fucceffors of Caefar and Auguftus 

' Were perfuaded to foilow the example of the 

former ; rather than the precept of the latter. The 

proximity of its fituation to the coaft of Gaul 

feemed to invite their arms ; the pleafmg, though 

doubtful intelligence of a pearl fishery, attracted 

their avarice ' ; and as Britain was viewed in the 

light of a diftinct and infulated World , the con- 

queft fcarcely formed aiiy exception to the general 

fyftem of continental meafurcs. After a war of 

about forty years , undertaken by the moft 

ftupid' , maintained by the moft diffolute , and 

' terminated by the moft timid of all the emperors , 

the far greater part of the island fubmitted to the 

Roman yoke *. The various tribes of Britons 

pofleded valour without conduct , and the love 
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of freedom without the fpirit of union. They took chaf. 
up arms with favage fiercenefs ; they laid them ^' 
down , or turned them againft each other with 
wild inconftancy; and while they fought fingly, 
they were fucceflGvely fubdued. Neither the forti- 
tude of Caractacus , nor the defpair of Boadicea , 
nor the fanaticifm of the Druids , could avert the 
slavery of their country , or refift the fteady progrefs 
of the Imperial generals, who maintained the 
national glory, when the throne was difgraced by 
thewealceft, or the moft vicious of mankind. At the 
very time when Domitian , confined to his palace, 
felt the terrors which he infpired; his legions , under 
the command of the virtuous Agricola , defeated 
the collected force of the Caledonians at the foot of 
the Grampian hills ; and his fleets , venturing to 
explore an unknown and dangerous navigation , 
difplayed the Roman arms round every part of the 
island. The conqueft of Britain was confidered as 
already atchievcd; audit was the defign of Agricola 
to complete and enfure his fuccefs by the eafy 
reduction of Ireland , for which , in his opinion , 
one legion and a few auxiliaries were fufficient *• 
The wefterit,isle might be improved into a valuable 
poffeffion , and' the Britons would wear their chains 
with the lefs reluctance , if the profpect and ct^mple 
of freedom was on every fide removed from before 
their eyes. 

But the fuperior merit of Agricola foon occa- 
fioned his removal from the government of Britain; 
and for ever difappointed this rational , though 
^xtenfive fcheme of conqueft. Before his departure , 1 

A ^ 
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CHAP, the prudent general had provided for fecurity as 
^' well as for dominion. He had obferved , that the 
island is alrooft divided into t^vo unequal parts by 
the oppofite gulfe , or, as they are now called, 
the Friths of Scotland. Acrofs the narrow interval 
of about forty miles , he had drawn a line^f mili- 
tary ftations, which was afterwards fortified in the 
reign of Antoninus Pius, by a turf rampart erected 
on foundations of ftone ". This wall of Antoninus, 
at a fmall diftance beyond the modern cities of 
!|£dinburgh and Glafgow , was fixed as the limit of 
the Roman province. The native Caledonians pre- 
ferved in the northern extremity of the island their 
wild independence, for which they were not lefs 
indebted to their poverty than to their valour. 
Thpir incurfions were frequently repelled and chafti* 
fed ; but their country was never fubdued". The 
mafters of the faired and mod wealthy climates 
of the globe , turned with contempt from gloomy 
hills afiailed by the winter tempeft, from lakes 
concealed in a blue mifl: , and from cold and lonely 
heaths , over which the deer of the foreft were 
chafed by ^ troop of naked barbarians ", 
conqueft of Such ^as thc ftate of the Roman frontiers , and 
fecrnd ^^^ ^"^^ ^^^ maxims of Imperial policy from the death 
exception, of ^guftus to the acceffion of Trajan. That 
virtuous and active prince had received the educa- 
tion of a foldier , and poflefled the talents of a 
general '\ The peaceful fyftem of his predeceflbrs 
was interrupted by fcenes of war and conqueft ; 
,and the legions , after a long interval , beheld a 
military emperor at their head. The firft exploits 
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of Trajan were againft the Dacians , the moft chap. 
warlike of men , who dwelt beyond the Danube , *• 
and who , during the reign of Domitian, had inful- 
ted with impunity the Majefty of Rome **. To the 
flrength and fiercenefs of barbarians , they added 
a contempt for life , which was derived from a 
warm perfuafion of the immortality and tranfmigra- 
tionof the foul '^ Decebalus, the Dacian King , 
approved himfelf a rival not unworthy of Trajan ; 
nor did he defpair of his own and the public fortune , 
till , by the confeffion of his enemies , he had 
exhaufted every refource both of valour and 
policy ". This memorable war , with a very short 
fufpenfion of hoflilities , lafted five years ; and as ' 

the emperor could exert , without controul , the 
whole force of the ftate, it was terminated by an 
abfolute fubmiflion of the barbarians ^\ The new 
province of Dacia , which formed a fecond exception 
to the precept of Augufkus , was about thirteen 
hundred miles in circumference. Its natural boun- 
daries were the Niefter , the Teyfs , or Tibifcus , 
the Lower Danube , and the Euxine Sea. The 
veftiges of a military road may ftill be traced from 
the banks of the Danube to the neighbourhood of 
Bender , a place famous in modern hiftory , and 
the actual frontier of the Turkish and Ruffian 
empires '*• 

Trajan was ambitious of fame ; and as long as. Conquefk* 
mankind shall continue to beftow more liberal ?j th"iaft. 
applaufe on their deftroyers than on their bcnefec- 
tors , the thirft of military glory will ever be the 
vice of the moft exalted chars^cters. The praifes of 

A 4 



Digitized by 



Google 



8 THE DUCUNE AND FALL 

CHAP, Alexander , tranfmltted by a fucceflidn of poets 
f' and hiftorians , had kindled a dangerous emulation 
in the mind of Trajan. Like him the Roman emperor 
undertook an expedition againfl: the nations of the 
(cajft , but he lamented with a figh , that his advanced 
jige fcarcely left him any hopes of equalling the 
renown of the fon of Philip '■ . Yet the fuccefs of 
Trajan , however tranfient, was rapid and fpecious. 
The degenerate Parthians, broken by inteftine 
difcord , fled before his arms. He defcended the 
river Tigris in triumph, from the mountains of 
Armenia to the Perfian gulph. He enjoyed the 
honour of being the firfl;, as he was the laft, of 
the Roman generals , who ever navigated that 
remote fca. His fleets ravaged the coafts of Arabia ; 
and Trajan vainly flattered himfelf that he was 
Sipproaching towards the confines of India.**. Every 
day the aftonished fenate received the intelligence 
of new names and new nations , that acknow- 
ledged his fway. They were informed that the 
kings of Bofphorus , Colchos , Iberia , Albania ^ 
Ofrhocne, and even the^arthian monarch himfelf » 
had accepted their diadems from the hands of the 
emperor ; that the independent tribes of the Median 
and Carduchian hills had implored his protection; 
and that, the rich countries of Armenia , Mefopota- 
mia , and Aflyria , were reduced into the ftate of 
provinces *•. But the death of Trajan foon clouded 
the fptendid profpect j and it was juftly to be 
dreaded , that fo many diftant nations would throw 
oflF the unaccuftomed yoke , when they were no 
longer reftraiqed by the powerful hand which had 
impofed it. 
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It was an ancient tradition, that when the Ga- chap. 
pitol was founded by one of the Roman kings, « '' 1, 
the god Terminus (who prefided over boundaries , his fucceflbr 
and was reprefented according to the fashion of^**^**- 
that age by a large ftone ) alone , among all the 
inferior deities , refufed to yield his place to Jupiter 
himfelf. A favourable inference was drawn from 
his obftinacy , which was interpreted by the augurs , 
as a fure prefage that the boundaries of the Roman 
power would never recede **. During many ages , 
the prediction, as it is ufual , contributed to its own 
accomplishment. But though Terminus had refifted 
the majefty of Jupiter, hd fubmitted to the autho- 
rity of the emperor Hadrian *'. The refignation 
of all the eafterh conquefts of Trajan was the Btfi 
ineafure of his reign. He rcftpred to the Parthians 
the election of an independent Sovereign , withdrew 
the Roman earrifons from the provinces of Armenia, 
Mefopotaroia, and Aflyria, and , in compliance 
with the precept of Auguftus, once more eftablished 
the Euphrates as the frontier of tbe empire **• Ccn- 
fure , which arraigns the public actions and the 
private motives of princes , has afcribed to envy , a 
conduct , which might be attributed to the prudence 
and moderation of Hadrian. The various character 
of that emperor , capable , by turns , of the meaneft 
and the mod generous fentiments , may afford fome 
colour to the fufpicion. It was, however, fcarcely 
in his power to place the fuperiority of his prede- 
celTor in a more confpicuous light , than by thus 
confiding himfelf unequal to the task of defending 
the ^onquefts of Trajan. -« 
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CHAt. The martial and ambitious fpirit erf Trajan, for- 
^ ^' ,mcd a very fingular contraft with the moderation 

Cofltraft of r , . *. "^ IV- rr^t m r • • r TT ■ • 

Hadrian and of his fucceli©r. The reltlcls activity of Hadrian 
Antoninus ^^s not Icfs remarkable , when compared with the 
gentle repofe of Antoninus Pius, The life of the 
former was almofl: a perpetual journey ; and as he 
po(re(red the various talents of the foldier, the 
ftatefman , and the fcholar , he gratified his curiofity 
in the difcharge of his duty. Carelefs of the diffe<^ 
rence of feafons and of climates , he marched on 
foot , and bare - headed , over the fnows of Cale- 
donia , and the fultry plains of the Upper Egypt ; 
nor was there a province of the empire , which , 
in the courfe of his reign , was not honoured with 
the prefence of the monarch *^ But the tranquil 
life of Antoninus Pius wis fpcnt in the bofom of 
Italy; and, during the twenty- three years that he 
directed the public adminiftration , the longefl: 
journies of that amiable prince extended no farther 
^ than from his palace in Rome , to the retirement 

of his Lanuvian Villa **. 
Pacific fys- Notwithftanding this difference in their perfonal 
dTn and^hc ^^^^"^^ ^^^ general fyftem of Auguftus was equally 
two Anto^i- adopted and uniformly purfiied by Hadrian and by 
"«*• the two Antonines. They perfifted in the xlefign 

• of maintaining the dignity of the empire , without 
attempting to enlarge its limits.. By every honou- 
rable expedient they invited the friendship of the 
barbarians ; and endeavoured to convince mankind, 
that the Roman power , raifed above the temptation 
of conqueft , was actuated only by the love of 
order and juflice. During a long period of iprty- 
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three years their virtuous labours were crowned 
with fuccefs ; and if we except a few slight hofti- 
lities that ferved to exercife the kgions of the 
frontier, the reigns of Hadrian and Antoninus Pius 
offer the fail* profpecc of univerfal peace *•. The 
Roman name was revered among the moft femotc 
nations of the earth. The fiercefl barbarians fre- 
quently fubmitted their differences to the arbitration 
of the emperor; and we are informed by a cotem- 
porary hiftorian , that he had feen ambaffadors who 
were refyfed the honour which they came to folicit, 
of being admitted into the rank of fubjccts **. 

The terror of the Roman arms added weight and 
dignity to the moderation, of the emperors. They 
preferved peace by a conftant preparation for war; 
and while juftice regulated their conduct , they 
announced to the nations on their confines, that 
they were as little difpofed to endure, as to offer 
an injury. The militaiy ftrength , which it had 
been fufHcient for Hadrian and the' elder Antoninus 
to difplay , was exerted again (1 the Parthians and 
the Germans by the emperor Marcus. The hofti- 
lities of the baiibarians provoked the refentment of 
that philofophic monarch , and , in the profecution 
of a jufl: defence, Marcus and his generals obtained 
many fignal victories, both on the Euphrates, and 
on the Danube *'. The military eftablishment of 
the Roman empire , which thus affured either its 
tranquillity or fuccefs , will now become the pro? 
per and important object of our attention. Miutaryefla. 

In the purer ages of the commonwealth , the ufe *>"«*»««"* '^ 
of arms was referved for thofe ranks of citizens cmpcron. 
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CHAP; who had a country to love , a property to defend, 
^* and *foaie share in enacting thofe laws,' which it 
was their intereft, as well as duty, to maintain. 
But in proportion as the public freedom was loft 
V in extent of conqueft, war was gradually improved 
into an art, and degraded into a trade '% The 
legions themfelves, ev^en at the time when they 
were recruited in the moft diftant provinces , were 
fuppofed to confifl of Roman citizens. That dis- 
tinction was generally confidered , either as a legal 
qualification, or as a proper recompence for the 
foldier ; but a more ferious regard was paid to the 
eflential merit of age, flrength, and military 
ftature ". In all levjes, a juft preference was given 
to the climates of the North over thofe of the 
South : the race of men born to the exercife of 
arms, was fought for in the country rather than 
^ in cities ; and it was very reafonably prefumed , 

that the hardy occupations of fmiths, carpenters, 
and huntfmen, would fupply more vigour and 
refolution , than the fedentary trades which are 
employed in the ftrvice of luxury '*. After every 
qualification of property had been laid afide , the 
armies of the Roman emperors were ftill com-^ 
manded, for the moft: part, by officers of a liberal 
birth and education; but the common foldiers, 
like the mercenary troops of modern Europe, were 
drawn from the meaneft , ^and very frequently 
&om the moft profligate , of mankind. 
Difcipiine. That public virtue which among the ancients 
was denominated- patriotifm , is derived from a 
ftrong fenfe of our own intcreft in the prefervation 
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and profperity of the free government of which chaf^ 
we are members. Such a fentiment, which had ^ 
rendered the legions of the republic almoft 
invincible , could make but a very feeble impreflion 
on the mercenary fervants of a defpotic prince; and 
it became neceffary to fupply that defect by other 
motives, of a different, but not lefs forcible nature ; 
honour and religion. The peafant , or mechanic , 
imbibed the ufeful prejudice that he was advanced 
to the more dignified profeffion of arms ^ in which 
his rank and reputation would depend on his own 
valour: and that, although the prowefs of a pri- 
vate foldier muft often efcape the notice of fame, 
his own behaviour might fometimes confer glory 
or difgrace on the company , the legion , or even 
the army , to whofe honours he was affociated. On 
his firR entrance into the fervice, an oath was 
adminiftered to him, with every circumftance of 
folemnity. He promifed never to defert his ftan- 
dard , to fubmit his own will to the commands of his 
leaders,and to^facrifice his life for the lafety of the em- 
perorand the empire '*• The attachment of the Roman 
trqops to their flandards , was infpired by the united 
influence of religion and of honour. The golden eagle» 
which glittered in the front of the legion , was the ob-^ 
ject of their fondefl devotion ; nor was it efteemed lefs 
impious , than it was ignominious , to abandon that 
facred enfign in the hour of danger **. Thefe motives, 
which derived their ftrength from the imagination , 
were enforced by fears and hopes of a more fubfhmtial 
kind. Regular pay, occafional donatives ^ and a dated 
recompence , after the appointed time of fervice , 
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CHAP* alleviated the hardships of themilitary life '^ whilft , 
^* on the other hand , it was impoflible for cowardice 
or difobedicnce to efcape the fevereft punishment. 
The centurions were authorized to chaftife with 
blows , the generals had a right to punish with 
death; and it was an inflexible maxim of Roman 
difcipline, that a good foldier should dread his 
officers far more than the enemy. From fnch laudable 
arts did the valour of thfc Imperial troops receive 
a degree of firmnefs and docility, uilattainable by 
the impetuous and irregular paflions of barbarians. 

Ixercifes. And yet fo fenfible were the Romans of the 
imperfection of valour without skill and practice, 
that, in their language^, the name of an army was 
borrowed from the word which fignified exercife '*. 
Military exercifes were the important and unre- 
mitted object of their difcipline. The recruits and 
young foldiers were eonftantly trained both in the 
morning and in the eveniilgj nor was age or ktiow- 
ledge allowed to excufe the veterans from the 
daily repetition of what they had completely learnt. 
Large sheds were erected in the winter-quarters ol 
the troops, that their ufeful labours might not receive 
any interruption from the moft tempefluous weather ; 
and it was carefully obferved , that the arms deftined 
to this imitation of war , should be of double the 
weight which was required in real action ". It is 
not the purpofc of this work to enter into any minute 
dcfcription of the Roman exercifes. We shall only 
remark, tliat they comprehended whatever could 
add ftrebgth to the body, activity to the limbs, 
or grace to the motions. The foldiers were diligently 
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inftructed to march , to rUn, to leap, to fwlm, to chap. 
carry heavy burdens , to handle every fpecies of ^' 
arms that was ufed either for offence or for defence , 
cither in diftant engagement or in a clofer onfet; 
to form a variety of evolutions; and to move to 
the found of flutes , in the Pyrrhic or martial dance '*• 
In themidft of peace , the Roman tropps familiarifed 
themfelve^with the practice of war; and it is prettily 
remarked by an ancient hjftorian who had fought 
againfl; them, that the effufion of blood was the 
only circumftance which diftihguished a field of 
battle from a field of exercife '*. It was the policy 
of the ableft generals , and even of the emperors 
themfelves , to encourage thefe military fludies by 
their prefence and example ; and we ^are inform^ 
that Hadrian, as well as Trajan, frequently con*- 
defcended to inftruct the unexperienced foldiers, 
to reward the diligent, and fometimes to difpute 
with them the prize of (uperior ftrength or dexterity ^^ 
tinder the reigns of thofe princes , the fcience of 
tactics was cultivated with fuccefs ) and as Idng as 
the empire retained any Vigour, their military 
inftructions were refpected as the mdft perfect 
model of Roman difcipline. 

Nine centuries of war had gradually intiroduced The legioni 
into the fervice many alterations and improvements. empeWrs! 
The legions, as they are dcfcribed by Polybius *', 
io l;he time of the Punic wars , differed very materially 
from thofe which atchieved the victories of Gaefar, 
X)r defended the monarchy of Hadrian and the An to- 
nines. The oonftitution of the Imperial legion may 
be defcribed in a few words, *\ T^e heavy-armed 
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c H A F. i£l£aiitiy , which compofed its principal ftrength *\ 
^* Was divided into ten cohorts,and fifty-five companies, 
under the orders of a correfpondent number of 
tribunes and centurions. The firft cohort, which 
always claimed the pod of honour aiid the cuftody 
of the eagle , was formed of eleven hundred and 
five foldiers ,the moft approved for valour and fidelity. 
The remaining nine cohorts confided each of five 
hundred and fifty-five; and the whole body of 
legionary infantry amounted to fix thoufand one 

Arms, hundred mcfn. Their arms were uniform, and admi- 
rably adaptedio the nature of their fervice : an open 
helmet, with a lofty creft ; a breaft-plate, or coat 
of mail ; greaves on their legs , and an ample buckler 
on their left arm. The buckler was of an oblotig* 
and concave figure , four feet in length, and tA^o 
and an half in breadth , framed of a light Wood , 
covered with a bull's hide , and ftrongly guarded 
with plates of brafs* Befides a lighter fpear , the 
legionary foldier grafped in his right hand the 
formidable/7z7£//7i , a ponderous javelin , whofe utmoft 
length was about fix feet , and which Was terminated 
by a .mafly triangular pdint of fteel of eighteen 
inches **. This inftrument was indeed much ihfcfidr 
io our modern fire arms ; fince it Was exhaufted by 
■/^ a fingle difcharge, at the diftance of only ten Or 
twelve paces. Yet when it was launched by a firm 
and skilful hand, ther^ was not any cavalry that 
durft venture Within its reach, nor any shield or 
corslet that could fuftain the impetuofity of it^ 
Weight. Asfoon as the Roman haddarted hispilnm^ 
he drew his fword, and rushed forwards to cloie 

With 
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vfith the enctt^y. His fword was a-skort well tempered crtAP. 
Spanish blade, that carried a double edge, and ^* 
was alike fuited to the purpofe pf ftriking or of 
pushing) but the foldier was always inftructed to 
prefer the latter ufe of his weapon, as his own body 
remained lefs expofed , whilft he inflicted a more 
dangerous wound on his advcrfary *'. The legioil 
was ufually drawn up eight deep ; and the regular 
di(^ance of three feet was left between the filcis 
as well as tanks *'. A body of troops, habituated 
to preferve this open order, in a long front and a 
rapid charge, found themfelves prepared to execute 
every difpofition which the circumftances of war, 
or the skill of their leader, might fuggeft. The foldier 
poOeffed a free fpaceforhis arms and motions, and 
fufficient intervals were allowed, through which 
feafonable reinforcements might be introduced to 
the relief of the exhaufted combatants . The 
tactics of the Greeks and Macedonians were formed 
on very different principles. The ftrength of the 
phalanx depended on fixteen ranks of long pikes, 
wedged together in the clofeft array **. But it Was 
foon difcovered by reflection , as well as by the 
event," that the ftrength of the phalanx was unable 
to contend with the activity of the legion **. 

The cavalry, without which the force of the ca^tltytf 
legion would have remained imperfect , was divided 
into ten troops or fquadrons ; the flrft , as the 
companion of the firft cohort , confifted of an 
iiundred and thirty-two men ; whilft each of the 
other nine amounted only to fixty-fix. The entire 
eftablishment formed a regiment , if we may uic 
Vol. I. ■ B 
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CHAP, the modfern exprcflidn , of feveh hundred and 
'• twenty- fix horfe , naturally connected with its 
fcfpective legion , but occafibnally feparated to act 
in the line, andto compbfe a part of the wings of 
the army '*. The cavalry of the emperors Was no 
linger compofed, like that of the ancient republic, 
of the nobleft youths of Rome and Italy, who, 
by performing their military fervice on horfeback, 
prepared themfelves for the offices of fenator and 
conful ; and folicited , by deeds of valout , the future 
fuffrages of their countrymen ". Since the alteration 
of manners and go^^crnment, the moft wealthy 
of the equeflrian order were engaged in the admi- 
xlillriation of juftice , and of the revenue ** ; and 
Whi^never they embraced the profeflGoii of arms, 
they were immediately intruded with a troop of 
horfe, or a cohort of foot ". Trajan and Hadrian 
formed their cavalry from the fame provinces, and 
the lame clafs of their fubjects, which recruited the 
rank^ of the legion. The horfes were bred, for 
the moft part, in Spain or Cappadocia. The Roman- 
troopers defpifed the complete armoUr with which 
the cavalry of the Eaft was encumbered. Their more 
ufeful arms confided in a helmet, an oblong shield^* 
light boot* , and a coat of . mail. A javelin , 
and a long broad fword , were their principal 
^ Weapon^ of offence. The ufe of lances and of 
' iron maces they fecm to have borrowed from the 
barbarians **. 

Auxiliaries. The fafety and Ifonour of the empire was prin*- 
cipally intrufted to the legions, but the policy of 
{Come condefcended to adopt every ufeful inftru* 
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ment of war. Gonfiderable levies were regularly cf^^p. 
made among the proviricials , who had not yet ^* 
ticfcrved the honourable diftirtction of Romans; 
Many dependant prince^ and communities , dif-^ 
perfed round the frontiers , were permitted, for 
a while , to hold their free dom and fecurity by thd 
tenure of military fervice ". Even felect troops of 
hoftile barbarians were frequently compelled or 
perfuaded to confume their dangerous valour in 
remote climates ^ and for the benefit of the (late *^. 
AH thefe were included under the general name of 
auxiliaries ; and howfoevcr they might vary accor* 
ding to the difference of times and circumflances ^ 
their numbers were feldorh much inferior to thofe 
of the legions tbemfelves ^\ Among the auxiliaries , 
the braveftand moft faithful bands were placed 
under the commaind of prsefects and centurions^ 
and feverely trained in the arts of Roman difcipline ; 
but the &r greater part retained thofe arms , t6 which 
the nature of their country , or their early habits of 
life, more peculiarly adapted them. By this ihflitutioa 
each legion , to >vhom a certaiil proportidn of auxi<^ . 
liaries was allotted , contained within itfclf every 
fpecies of lighter troops , and of miilile weapons ; and 
was capal^le of encountering every nation , with the' 
advantages of its refpective arms a4d difcipline ^% 
Nor was the legion deftitute of wMt , Jn modern irtiuefy. 
language « would be (lyled a train of artillery. It 
coitfifted in ten military engines of the largefi , and 
fifty- five of a (mailer fize ; but 2ill of which , either 
in an oblique or horizontal manner , difcharged 
ftones and darts with irrefiltible violence ^\ 
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CHAP.' The camp of a Roman legrion prefcnted the 
'* appearance of a fortified city '*. As foon as the 
Ipace vras marked out , the pioneers carefully 
levelled the ground , and removed every impedi- 
ment that might interrupt its perfect regularity. 
Its form was an exact quadrangle ; and \vt may 
calculate , that a fquare of about feven hundred 
yards was fufficient for the encampment of twenty 
thouland Romans ; though a fimilar number of our 
" own troops would expofe to the enemy a front of' 
more than treble that extent. In the midfl; of the 
camp , the praetorium , or general's quarters , rofe 
above the others ; the cavalry , the infantry , and 
the auxiliaries occupied their refpective ftations ; the 
ib-eets were broad , and perfectly flraight , and a 
vacant fpace of two hundred feet was left on all 
fides , between the tents and the rampart. The 
rampart itfelf was ufually twelve feet high , armed 
with a line of ftrong and intricate palilades , and 
defended by a ditch of twelve feet in depth as 
well as in breadth. This important labour was 
performed by the hands of the legionaries them- 
ielves ; to whom the ufe of the fpade and the 
pick -axe was no lefs familiar than that of the 
fword or pilum. Active valour may often be the 
prefent of natuvk; but fuch patient diligence can be 
the fruit only ff habit and^difcipline *\ 

March. Whenever the trumpet gave the fignal of depar- 

ture , the camp was almoft inflantly broke up , and 
the troops fell into their ranks without delay or con- 
fulion. ' Befides their arms , which the legionaries 
fcarcely confidered as an encumbrance , they were 
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hdcn with their kitchen furniture, the inftruments chap. 
of fortification , and the provifion of many days**, ^' 
Under this weight , which would opprefs the deli-* 
cacy of a modern foldier , they were trained by a 
regular ftep to advance , in about fix hours , near 
twenty miles ". On the appearance of an enemy, 
they threw afide their baggage , and by eafy and 
rapid evolutions converted the column of march 
into an order of battle '*. The slingers and archers 
skirmished in the front; the auxiliaries formed the 
6rfl; line , and were feconded or fufiained by the 
firength of the legions : the cavalry covered the 
flanks , and the military engines were placed in 
the rear. 

Such were the arts of war , by which the Roman xumher and 
emperors defended their extenfive conquefts , and '^Z^^"*!"" **^ 

V 1 .,• r • • -1 **^« legions. 

prelerved a military Ipirit , at a time when every 
other virtue wasoppreffed byhixury and defpotifm. 
If, in the confideration of their armies , we pafs 
from their difcipHne to their numbers , we shall 
not find it eafy to define them with any tolerable 
accucacy. We may compute , however, that the 
legion , which was itfelf a body of fix thoufand 
ejght* hundred' and thirty* one Romans , might, 
with its. attendant auxiliaries ^ amount to about 
twelve thoufand five hundred .men. The peace 
cftablishment of Hadrian and his fucceffors was 
compofed of no lefs than thirty of thefe formidable 
brigades ; and moft probably formed a {landing force 
of three hundred and feventy-five thoufa:nd rain, 
Inftead of being confined within the walls of for- 
tified cities, which the Romans confidered^s the \ 
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c H 4 f ^ refuge of weakncfs or pufillanimi ty, the legions were 
^* encamped on the banks of the great rivers , and 
along the frontiers of the barbarians. As their 
fiations , for the mod part , remained fixed and 
permanent , we may venture to defcribe the difc 
tribution of the troops. Three legions were fufficient 
for Britain. The principal ftrength lay upon the 
Rhine and Danube \ and confifted of (ixteen legions , 
in the following proportions : two in the Lower , 
and three in the Upper Germany; oneinRhxtia, 
one in Noricum i four in Pannonia , three in Moefia > 
and two in Dacia. The defence of the Euphrates 
was entrufted to eight legions, fix of whom were 
planted in Syria , and the other two in Cappadocia. 
^ With regard to Egypt , Africa , and Spain , as they 

were far removed from any important fccne of war, ^ 
a fingle legion maintained the domeftic tranquillity 
of each of thofe great provinces. Even Italy was 
riot left deftitute of a military force. Above twenty 
thoufand chofen foldiers , diftinguished by the titles 
of City Cohorts and Praetorian Guards , watched 
over the fafety of the monarch and the capital. As 
the authors of almoft every revolutioa chat diftiac^ 
ted the empire , the Praetorians .will, very faoa.,.> 
and >very loudly; demand our attention ; but >in^ 
their arms and inftitutions., we cannot find any 
circumftance which difcriminated them from the 
, legions , unlefs it were a more fplendid appearance , 
and a Icfs rigid difcipline *^ .! 

Kavy** The navy maintained by the emperors might' 

feem inadequate to their greatnefs^ but it was 
fully fufficient for every ufeful purpofe of govern^H 
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ipent The amblti<fn of the Romans \m$ cofifined ^tf ap. 
to the land ; nor was that warlike people ever ^' 
actuated by the enterprifing (pirk which had 
prompted (hepavigatorsofTyre, of Carthage, and 
even of Mar/eiiles , to enlarge the bounds of the 
world , aqd to explore the moft remote Coafts 
of the ocean. To. the Romans the oi^ean reo^ained 
an object of terror rather than of curiofity ** ; th^ 
-whole extent of the Mediterraoean,, after the 
deftructiop of Carthage , amd the < extirpation of 
the pirates , was included within their provinces^ 
The policy of the emperors, wa$« <lj,ji;fK:ted only-tq 
preferve the peaceful dominion of that fe2|>)^ an^rl 
to protect the commerce of their fuhjects.. :Wii!bj.' ^ 
thefe moderate views ^ Aciguftu^ Rationed Uw(^ 
perpaaneot flee.ts in the mod cqnvenient ports of * ' 
Italy, the ope at Ravepqa ^ .on th^ Adriatic, th^ 
other at Mifenum , in the bay of. Naples, ^.pe* 
rience feems at length to haye .ooavinced thf 
anciepts , that as fopn as their gallies. exceeded , - ; , 
two , or atv the mpft. three rpnk^ of Q^rs , they w:^ije • ' - 
fuited rather for vain pomp- than • for real fervicc. 
Auguftus fa^mfelf ^ in the yictoty of Actium, bad 
feen the fpperiority of Hi^o>^nlig|it frigates, (ihcjy 
were called Liburnian^ ) over the,. lofty but un^ 
wieldy caftles of his rival *'. Of thefe Liburpiapsf 
he copapqfed the two fleets pf Ray^pna and IVIife- 
mim, deflined tp command, the one the eaftern^ 
the other the weftern divifiop of the Mediterranean ;: 
acKl to each tpf (he. fquadrons he attached a body.pj^ 
feveral thqufand marines. Befides thef^ two ports, 
which may b^ copfi4ered ^s the principal fpats ofi 
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CHAP, the Iteroan natvy, a vpry conficlcrablc force was 

^' ftatiofied at Frcjus , on the coaft of Provence , 

and tlie Euxine was guarded by forty ships , and 

three thoufand foldiers. To all thefe we add the 

fleet which prefer^d the communication between 

Gaul and Britain , and a great number of vefTels 

eotlftantly maintained on the Rhine and Danube, 

to harafs the country, or to intercept the paffagc 

trf the barbarians *'. If we review this general 

ftkte of the Imperial forces ; of the cavalry as 

well as infantry; of the legions, the auxiliaries, 

the guards , aiid the navy ; the moft liberal com- 

pQtatidn ^ill liot allow us to fix the entire 

Amoqntorth«<eftafblis|^ment by fea and by land at more than 

wht.ie efta. :f^^ hundred and fifty' thoufand men: a military 

power , which , however formidable it may feem. 

Was equalled by a monarch of the lail century, 

. wfebfe kingdom was confined within a finglc 

jp(r6vince of the Roman empire **. 

View of the* Wt have attempted to explain the fpirit which 

previnces oF^^j^j.^^^^ and the ftrength which fupported, 

the Roman . . r tt i * ? i a • trr 

empire. the power of Hadrian, and the Antonines. We 
shall now endeavour , with clearnefs and precifion, 
^ to defcribe the provinces once united under their 
fway, but, at prefent , divided into fo many 
fndependent and hoftile dates. 
spfkiJi* Spain, the weftern extremity of the empire , of 
Europe, and of the ancient world, has, in every 
age , invariably pi^ferved the fame natural limits; 
the Pyrensean mountains , the Mediterranean , .and 
the Atlantic Ocean; That great peninfula, at pre- 
fent fo unequally divided between two fovereigns , 
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was diftributed by Augullus into three provinces , chap. 
Lufitania, Bxtica, and Tarraconenfis. The kingdom '• 
of Portugal now fills the place of the warlike country 
6f the Lufitanians ; and the lofs fu^kined by the 
former, on the fide of the Eaft, is compenfated 
by an acceflion of territory towards the North. 
The confines of Grenada and Andalufia correfpoild 
with thofe of ancient Baetica. The remainder of 
Spain, Gallicia and the Afturias, Bifcay and Na* 
varre, Leon and the two CaftiUes, Murcia , Va- ' 
lencia, Catalonia, and Arragbn, all contributed 
to form the third and moft confiderable of the 
Roman governments , which , from the name of 
its capital , was ftyled the province of Tarragona ^\ 
Of the native ' barbarians , the Celtiberians were 
the moft powerful , as the Gantabrians and Aftu* 
rians proved the moft obftinate. Confident in the 
ftrength of their mountains , they Jwere the laft 
who fiibmitted to the arms of Rome , and the firft" 
who threw off the yoke of the Araby. 

Ancient Gaul , as it contained the wholi countiy q^^i^ 
between the Pyrenees, the Alps, the Rhine , arid 
the Ocean, was ofgreatcr extent than modern France. 
To the dominions of that powerful monarchy, ' 
with its recciit acquifitions of Alface and Lpr-p 
raine, we muft' add the. dutchy of Savoy, the 
cantons of Switzerland , the four • electorates of . 
the Rhine , and the territories of Liege , Luxem* 
burgh, Hainault, Glanders, and Brabant. When 
Auguftus gave laws to the conquefts of his father, 
he introduced a divifion of Gaiil iJqually adapted 
to the progrefs of the legions , to the courfe of 
the rivers, and to the principal national diftinctions, 
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CHAP, which had comprehended above ail hundred indc» 
*• pendent ftatcs ^\ The fea-coaft of the Mediter- 
ranean, Languedoc, Provence, and Daupbine, 
received their provincial appellation from the colony 
of Narbonne. .The government of Aquitaine was 
extended from the Pyrenees to the Loire. The 
country between the Loire and the Seine was ftyled 
the Celtic Gau}, and foon borrowed a new dcnor 
initiation from the celebrated colony of Lugdunpm, 
or Lyons. The BcJgic lay beyqjnd tfce $eine, and 
in more ancient times had been bounded only by 
the Rhine; but a little before the age of Caefar, 
the Germans , abiifing their fuperiority of valour , 
bad occupied a confiderable portion of the Belgic 
territory. The Roman conqiierors very eagerly 
embraced fo flattering a circumftanqe , and the 
Gallic frontier of the Rhine , frooKBafil to Lcyden^ 
received the pompous names, of the Upper and 
the Lower Germany'*. Such, under the. reign of 
the Antonines, were the fix provinces- of Gaul; 
the Narbonnefe, Ajquitaioe, the Celtic, or Lyon- 
i^efe , the Belgic , and the two Germanics. 

Britain. . We h^ve already had occafion to naention the 
conqueft of Britain, and to. fix th^. boundary *Qf 
the Roman province in this islands It compjce-* 
bended all England , Wales , and the Lo\v;lands o£ 
Scotland, as far as the Friths of Dunbarton and, 
Edinburgh. Before Britain loft her freedom , thei 
country was irregularly divided between thirty 
tribes of barbarians , of whom the moft confide- 
fable were the.Belgae in tl^e .Wefl ^ the Brigaotes 
ill the North, .jthe JSilures in South Wales, 'and 
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the Iceni in Norfolk aad Suffolk ''. As far as we chap. 
can either trace or credit the refemblatice of man- ^' 
ners and language ,. Spain, Gaul, and Britain were 
peopled by the fame hardy race of favages. Before 
they yielded tp the Roman arms, they often difputed 
the fidd, and often renewed the conteft. After their 
ijubmiflGon they conftituted the weftern divifion of 
the European provinces , which extended from the 
^columns of Hercules to the wall of Antoninus , and 
from the mouth otiht Tagus to the fources of the 
Rhine and Danube/ 

Before the Roman conqucift , the country which luiy, 
is now called Lombardy, was;dot confidered as 
:a part of Italy.* It had been occupied by a pow- 
erful colony of Gauls, who fettling themfelves 
along the banks of the Po, from Piedmont to 
Romagna, carried their arms, and diffufcd their 
name from the Alps to the Apennine. The Ligu- 
mn$ dwelt on the rocky coaft , which now forms 
the republic of Genoa, Venice was yet unborn; 
but the territories of that ftate, which lie to the 
ea£b.of tbe Adigc >, were inhabited by the Vene- 
.tians ^\ The middle part of the peninfula that now 
compofes 'the dutchy. of Tufcany and the eccle- 
fiatlical ftate , : was tlie ancient feat of the Etrufcans 
and Umbtrians ; to the Cornier of whono Italy was 
indebted for the iirfl tudimepts of civilized life '^ 
The Tyber rolled ajt the foot of the. fcven hills of . 
Rome , and the country of the Sabines v the L^tinS) 
ahd the Volfdu^Bom th^t river to the frontiers of 
Naples, was the theatre of her infant vie toriesn On 
that cdebrated ground the firfib qonfuls deferve4 
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CRAP, triumphs; their fucceflbrs adorned villas , and tJieir 
'• pofterity have erected convents ". Capua and 
Campania pofTeflTed the immeditate territory of 
Naples; the red of the kingdom was inhabited 
by many warlil;e nations , the Marfi , the Sara- 
nites, the Apulians, and the Lucanians; and tbe 
fea-coafts had been covered by the flourishing 
colonies of the Greeks. We may remark, thiat 
when Auguftus divided Italy into eleven regions, 
the little province of Iftria was annexed to that 
feat of Roman fovereignty ^\ 
Th« oinnbe The European provinces of Rome were protected 
j;/^j;»y"*»by the courfc of the Rhine and the Danube. The 
latter of thofe mighty flreamls, which rifes at the 
^diftance of only thirty miles from the former , flows 
above thirteen hundred miles, for the mod part, 
to the fouth-eaft^ collects the tribute of fixty 
navigable rivers, and is, at length, through fix 
mouths , received into the Euxine , which appears 
fcarcely equal to fuch an acceffion of .waters ^^ 
The provinces of the Danube foon acquired the 
genial appellation of Illyricum', or the Itlyrian 
frontier '* , and were efteemed the moft warlike of 
the empire; but they deferve to.be more particu- 
Urly confidered under the names of Rbaetia , No^ 
ricum , Fannonia , Dalmatia , Dacia , Mcefia » 
Thrace, Macedonia, and Gtcece. 
Khietia: The province of Rhaetia, which foon extin- 

guished the name of thQ Vindelicians , extended 
from the fummit of the Alps to: the banks, of the 
Danube ; from its fource , as far a^ its confiux with 
the Inn, The greateft part of the flat copntry is 
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fabject to the elector of Bavaria ; the city of AugS'* chap. 
btirg is protected bjr the conftitution of the German ^' 
empire; the Grifons are fafe in their mountains, 
and the country of Tirol is ranked among the nun\e- 
rous provinces of the houfe of Auftt-ia. 

The wide extent of territory , which is included Noricum and 
between the Inn, the Danube, and the Save ; ^*""°""' 
Auftria , Styria , Garinthia , Carniola , the Lower 
Hungary and Sclavonia^ was Jinown to the an- 
cients under the names of Noricum and Pannonia. 
In their original ftatc of independence , their fierce 
inhalbitants were intimately connected. Under the 
Roman government they were frequently united, 
and they ftill remain the patrimony of a fmgle 
family. They now contain the refidence of a 
German prince, who ftiles himfelf Emperor of the 
Romans, and form the center, as well as (Irength, 
of the Auftrian power. It may not be improper 
to obferve , that if we except Bohemia , Moravia, 
the northern skirts of Auftria , and a part of Hun- 
gary, between the Teyfs and the Danube , all the 
otmr dominions of the Houfe of Auftria were 
comprifed within the limits of the Roman empire. 

Dalmatia , to which the name of Illyricum more Daimatu. 
properly belonged , was a long, but narrow tract, 
between the Save and the Adriatic. The beft part 
of the fea-coaft , which ftill retains its ancient appel- 
lation , is a province;^ of the Venetian ftate , and 
the feat of the little republic of Ragufa. The inland 
parts have afluroedthe Sclavonian names of Croatia 
andBofnia; the former obeys an Auftrian governor, 
the latter a Turkish pasha; but the wl^ole country 
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CHA.P. is ftill infefted by tribes of barbarians, whofe fa- 
^' vagc independence irregularly marks the doubtful 
limit of the Chriftian and Mahometan power '*. » 
Moefiaand After the Danube had received the waters o£ 
thfc Teyfs and the Save , it abquired , at leaft , 
among the Greeks , the name of Ifter *\ It for- 
merly divided Moefia and Dacia , the latter of 
which, as we have already feen, was ^ conqueft 
of Trajan , and the only province beyond the 
river. If we inquire into the prefent ftate of thofc 
countries , we shall find that , on the left hand of 
the Danube , Temefwar and Tranfylvania have 
been annexed , after many revolutions , to the 
crown of -Hungary ; whilft the principalities of 
Moldavia and Walachia acknowledge the fupre- 
macy of the Ottoman Porte, On the right hand 
of the Danube^ Mcefia, which ^ during the middle 
ages, was broken into the barbarian kingdonls of 
Servia and Bulgaria , is again united in Turkish 
slavery. 
Thrace , Ma- The appellation of Roumelia , which is ftill 
Grtecl!' """^beftowed by the Turks on the cxtenfive cdunt^s 
of Thrace, Macedonia , an^ Greece , preferves the 
memory of their ancient ftate under the Rottian 
empire; In the time of the Antonines, the rhartial 
regions of Thrace , frdm the mountains of Haemus 
andRhodope, to the Bofphorus and the Hellefpont, 
had aflumed the form of a province, Notwith- 
ftanding the change of mafters and of religion , the 
new city of Rome, founded by Conftantine on the 
banks of the Bofphorus^, has cvef fihce remained, 
the capital of a great monarchy. The kiogdoni cff 
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Macedonia , which , under the reign of Alexander, chaf. 
gave laws to Afia , derived more folid advantages i. 
firom the policy of the two Philips ; and with m 
dependencies of Epirus and ThefTaly , extended 
from the JEgean to the Ionian fea. When we reflect 
on the fame of Thebes and Argos , of Sparta and 
Athens, we can fcarcely perfuade durfelves, that 
fo many immortal t-epublics of antient Greece were 
loft in a fitigle province of the Roman empire^ 
which i from the fuperior influence of the Achaean 
lea^e , was ufually denominated the province of 
Achaia. 

Such was the ftate of Europe under the Roman Afia Minor, 
emperors. The provinces of Afia , without except 
ting the tranfient conquefts of Trajan , are all com- 
prehended within the limits of the Turkish power. 
But, inftead of following the arbitrary divifions 
of defpotifm and ignorance , it will be fafer for us, 
as well as more agreeable , to obferve the indelible 
characters of nature. The name of Afia Minor is 
attributed with fome propriety to the peninfula , 
which , confined between the Euxine and the 
Mediterranean, advances from the Euphrates to- 
wards Europe* The moft extenfive and flourishing 
diftrict , weftward of mount Taurus and the rivet 
Halys , Was dignified by the Romans with the 
exclufivc title of Afia. The jurifdiction of that 
province extended over jthe ancient monarchies of 
Troy, Lydia , andPhrygia, the maritime countries 
of the Pamphylians ,* Lycians , and Carians ^ and 
the Grecian colonies of Ionia , which equalled in 
arts, though not in arms, the glory of their parent.. 
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CHAP, yht kingdoms of Bithynia and Pontus pofleffed 
^* the northern fide of the peninfula from Codflan- 
tinopie to Trebizopd. On the oppofite fide, the 
province of Cilicia was terminated by the moun* 
tains of Syria : the inland couiitry , feparated from 
the Roman Afia by the river Halys, an4 from 
Armenia by the Euphrates , had once formed the 
independent kingdom of Cappadocia. In this place 
we may obferve , that the northern shores of thc;^ 
Euxine, beyond Trcbizond in Afia, and beyond 
the Danube in Europe; acknowledged the fovc- 
reignty of the emperors, and received at their 
hands , either tributary princes or Roman garrifons. 
Budzak, Crim Tartary, Circaffia,*and Mingrelia, 
are the modern appellations of thofe lavage coun* 
tries '*. 

Syria, Phce- , Under the fucceffors of Alexander , Syria was 
piicai' *"*^^^ ^^^^ of the Seleucidae, who reigned over Upper 
Afia , till the fuccefsful revolt of the Parthians 
confined their dominions between the Euphrates 
and the Mediterranean. When Syria became fubject 
to the Romans, it formed the eafbern frontier of 
their empire ^ nor did that province, in its utmoft 
latitude, know any other bounds than the moun* 
tains of Cappadocia to the north , and towards the 
fbuth , the confines of Egypt , and the Rqd Sea. 
Fhcenicia and Paleftine were fometimes annexed 
to , and fometimes feparated from , the jurifdiction 
of Syria, The former of thefe was a nanow and 
rocky coaft; the latter Was a territory fcarcely fu- 
perior to Wales, either in fertility or extent. Yet 
Phoenicia and ,Pale{line will for ever live in the 
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memory of mankind; fince America » as well as chap. 
Eqrope, has received letters from the one, and ^ 
religion from the other ". A fandy defert alike 
deftitute of wood and water skirts along the doubtful 
confine of Syria, from the Euphrates to the Red 
Sea. The wandering life of the Arabs was infepa- 
rably connected with their independence j and 
wherever, on fome fpots lefs barren than the reft, 
they ventured .to form any fettled habitations , they 
foon became fubjects to the Roman empire **. 

The geographers of antiquity have frequently Bgypti 
hefitated to what portion of the globe they should 
afcribe Egypt *^ By its fituation that celebrated . 
kingdom is included within the immenfe peninfula 
of Africa; but it is acceflible only oh the fide of 
Afia , whofe revolutions , in alraoft every period 
of hiftory, Egypt has humbly obeyed. A Roman 
prsefect was fcated on the fplendid throne of the 
Ptolemies ; and the iron fceptre of the Mamalukes 
is now in the hands of a Turkish pasha. The 
Nile flows down the country , above five hundred 
miles' from the tropic of Cancer to the Mediter* 
ranean , and marks , on either fide , the extent of 
fertility by the meafure of its inundations. Gyrene » 
fitijate towards the weft, and along the fea-coaft^ 
was first a Greek colony, afterwards a province 
of Egypt , and is now loft in the defert of Barca« 

From Cyrenfe to the ocean , the coaft of Africa A&iea; 
extends above fifteen hundred miles ; yet fo clofely 
is it prefTed bet^wecn the Mediterranean and the. 
Slahara, or fandy defert, that its breadth feldom 
exceeds fourfcore or an hundred i&ilesii The eaftera 
Vol. L * C 
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CHAP« divifion vras confidered by the Romans as the 
^•^ rtorc peculiar and proper province of Africa* Till 
the arrival of the Phlenician colonies , that fertile 
country Mras inhabited by the Libyans , the moft 
favage of mankind. Under the immediate juris- 
diction of Carthage , it became the center of com- 
merce and empire ; but the republic of Carthage is^ 
npAv degenerated into the feeble and disorderly ftates 
of Tripoli and Tunis. The military government 
of AJgiers opprelTes the wide extent of Numidia, 
• ^ as it Vras once united under MalfiAilfa and Jugur. 
tha : but in the time of Auguftus , the limits of 
KumidiaNvere contracted; and , at leaft, two thirds 
f of the country acquiefced in the name of Mauri* 
tania, with the epithet of Csefarienfis. The genu- 
ioe Mauritania, or country of the Moors , Mrhich, 
from the tocient city of Tingi , or Tangier, Was 
diftingui&hed by the appellation of^Tingitana, is 
reprefented by the modern kingdom of Fez. Sall^» 
on the Ocean , fo infamous at prefent for its pint* 
tical depredations, was noticed by the Romans, 
as the extreme object of their power , and almoA 
of their geography. A city of their foundation may 
ftill be difcovered near Mequinez , the refidence 
of the bai4)arian whom Ave condefcend to ftyle the 
Emperor of Morocco; but it does not appear, 
that his more fouthern dominions , Morocco itfelf , 
znd Segelmefla^ were ever cdmiprehended witfaia 
the Roman province. The weftern parts of Africs 
arc interfected by the branches of mount Atlas, a 
name fo idly celebrated by the fancy of poets ^*; 
but Vrhicb is uQyt diffufed over the immeofe 
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dcean tliat rolls between the ancient and the neW ijhap^ 
continent '^ • * <• 

Having now finished the circuit of the RoiftadTke mc- 
empire, vre may obfervc, that Africa is divided *'*""*""'* 
from Spain by a narrow ftrait of about twelve isundi; 
miles, througn which the Atlantic flows into the 
Mediterranean. The columns of Hercules , fo fa. 
mous among the andients, were two itiduntdins 
Vi^hich feemed to have beeii torn afunder by fome 
eonvuUion of the eletnents ; and at the foot of the 
European mountain , the forttefs of Gibraltar ii 
now feated« The whole extent of the Mediterra« 
tiean Sea ; itscoafts, and it^ isbtlds , were conn 
prifed within the Roman dominion^ Of fhe large!: 
islands , the two* Baleates , which derive their namt 
of Majorca and^Mihotca from their refpective fize^ 
Are fubject at prefent,. the former tb Spain , tk<i 
latter to (Sreat Britain. It is eafier^td deplore thei 
tztCy than to defcribe the actual conditioti of Cor* 
fica. Two Italian fovereighs affathda regal dtlt 
from Sardinia and Sicily. Crete ^ or Candia, wi(h 
Cyprus^ and moft of the fmaller islands of Greece 
and Afia , Jiavfc been fubdued by the Turkish 
arms ; whilfl; the little rock of Malta defies their 
power , and has emerged , under the government 
of its military Order, into fame and opulence. 

This long enumeration of provinces ^ whofe 6eiierai iiek 
broken fragments have formed fo many powerful ®^***.^^******'^ 
kingdoms, might almoft induce ud to forgive the ™**"* 
vanity or ignorance of the ancients; Da2zled with 
the extetifive fway, the irrefiftible ftrengrh , and ^ 
the real or affected moderation of the emperors^ 
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CHAP, they permitted themfelves to defpife, and fome« 
^ * times to forget , the outlying countries which had 
been left in the enjoyment of a barbarous ind^pen-' 
dence; and they gradually . ufurped the licence of 
confounding the Roman monarchy with the globe 
of the earth ". But the temper, as well as know- 
Jiedge , of a modern hiftorian « require a more 
fober and accurate language. He may imprefs a 
jufter image of the greatnefs of Rome , by obfer# 
viqg that the empire was above two thousand miles 
in breadth , from the wall of Antoninus and the 
tiorthern limits of Dacia , to mount Atlas and the 
tropic of Cancer; that it extended, in length, 
more than three thoufand miles from the Weftern 
Ocean te the Euphrates ; that it was fituated in the 
fincft part of the Temperate Zone, between the 
twenty fourth and fiftyfixth degrees of northern 
latitude ; and that it was fuppofed to contain above 
fixteen hundred thoufand fquare miles , for the moft 
part of fertile and well cultivated land *\ 
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CHAP. II. 



Of the Union and internal Frofpcrity of the Roman 
Empire y in the Age of the Antonines, . 



CHAP. 
II. 
Principles of 



XT 15 not alone by the rapidity, or extent of 
conqueft, that we should eftimate the greatnefs ofgoveramcnt 
Roncie. The fovereign of the Ruflian deferts 
commands a larger portion of the globe. In the 
feventh fummer after his pafTage of the Hellefpont, 
Alexander erected the Macedonian trophies on the 
.banks of the Hyphafis '. Within lefs than a century, 
the irrefiftible ^ingis , and the Mogul princes of 
his race , fpread their cruel devaftations and tranfient 
empire, froqi the fea of China, to the copfines of 
Egypt and Germany *• But the firm edifice of Roman 
power was raifed and preferved by the wifdom of 
ages. The obedient provinces of Trajan and the 1 

Antonines were united bylaws, and adorned by 
arts. They might occ^fionally fufifer from the partial 
abufe of delegated authority; but the general princi-* 
pie of government was wife , fimple , and beneficent. 
They enjoyed the religion of their anceftors, w6ilft 
in civil honours and advantages they were exalted, 
by juft degrees , to an equality with their conquerors. 

I. The policy of the Emperors and the fenate, as UnivcrCii 
far as it concerned religion , was happily feconded[^J"^*°J^ 
by the reflections of the enlightened, and by the 
habits of the fuperftitious part of their fubjects. 
The various modes of worship, which prevailed 
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CHAP, in the Roman world, were all confidered by the 
*'• people, as equally true; by the pjiilofopher, as 
equally ;falfe; and by the magiftrate, as equally 
ufeful. And thus toleration produced not only 
mutual indulgence , but evjcn religious concord. 
OjF the The fuperflition of the peoplfs was pot embittered 
}r««f 1«« by any mixture of theological rancour ; nor waf 
it contined by ilfit chains of any fpeculative fyftem. 
The devout polythcift , thouglT fondly attached to 
)its national rites, admitted with implicit faith the 
different religions of the earth ■. Fear, gratitude, 
' and cufiofity^ a dream or ai^ omen , a fmgular 
diforder , or adiflant journey, perpetually difpofed 
}iim to multiply the articles of his belief , and to 
enlarge the lift of his protectors. The thin texture 
0f the Pagan mythology was interwoven with 
various , but not difcordant materials. As foon as 
|t was allowed tliat fages and heroes, who had 
lived , or who had died for the benefit of their 
country, were exalted to a (late of power and 
immortality , it was univcrfally confefled , that they 
dcfcrved, if not the adoration , atleaft the reverence, 
of all mankind. Tlie deities of a thoufand groves 
and a thoufand dreams poflefled , in peace , their 
local and refpective influence ; nor could the Romaa 
who deprecated the wrath of the Tiber ^ deride the 
Egyptian who prcfcnted his offering to the beneficent 
genius of the Nile. The vifible powers of Nature, 
the planets, and the elepaents, were the fame* 

, throog^iout the univerfe, 1 he invifible governors 

of the moral world yrere inevitably caft in a fimilar 
inQi|14 of fiQi^oa s^nd allegory, Evciy virtiie, ^nd 
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even vice, acquiredits divine reprefentative ; every cm a?. 
art and profcffion its patron, whofe attributes , in ^'• 
the mofl; diftant ages and countries, were ^iforvnly 
derived from the character of their peculiar votaries. 
A republic of gods of fuch oppofite tempers and 
intercft required, in every fyftem, the moderating 
hand of a fupreme magiftrate, who, by the progrefji 
of knowledge and flattery, was ^i;adually invcfted 
with the fublime perfections of an Eternal Parent, 
and an Onjnipotent Monarch *. Such was the mild 
fpirit of antiquity, that the nations were left 
attentive to the difference; , than to the refcmblance, 
oftheir religious worship. The Greek, the Roman, 
and the Barbarian , as they met before their refpective 
altars, eafily perfuaded themfdves, that under 
various names, and with various ceremonies , they 
adored the fame deities;. The elegant mythology 
of Homer gave a beautiful , and almofl: a regular 
form , to the polytheifm of the ancient world '. 

The philofophers of Greece deduced their morals of phiio.. 
from the nature of man , rather tlian from that of ^******^'- 
God. They meditated , however , on the Divine 
Nature ^ as a very curious and important fpeculation ; 
and in the profound inquiry, they difplayed the 
ftrength and weaknefs of the human undcrftanding \ 
Of the four moft celebrated fchools, the Stoics 
and the Platonifts endeavoured to reconcile th,C 
jarring intercfts of reafon and piety. They have 
left us the moft fublime proofs of the exiftcncc and 
perfections ofthefirftcaufc; but, as it was impoffible 
for them to conceive the creation of matter, the 
workman in the Stoic philofophy was not fuffi- 
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tKAP. cicntly diftinguished from the work; whilft, on 
'J- the contrary, the fpiritual God of Plato and his 
difciples, refembled an idea , rather than a fubftance. 
The opinions of thfe Academics and Epicureans 
were of a lefs religious caft; but whilft the modeft 
fcicnce of the former induced them to doubt, the 
pofitive ignorance of the latter urged them to deny, 
the providence of a Supreme Ruler. The fpirit of 
inquiry, prompted by emulation « and fupported 
by freedom , had divided the public teachers of 
philofophy into a variety of contending fects; but 
the ingenuous youth, who, from every part, reforted 
to Athens , and the other feats of learning in the 

\ Roman empire, were alike inftructed in every 

fchool to reject and to defpife the religion of the 
multitude. How, indeed, was itpoffible, that a 
philofopher should accept , as divine truths, the idle 
tales of the poets, and the incoherent traditions 
of antiquity; or, that he should adore, as gods, 
thofe imperfect beings whom he muft have defpifed, 
as men! Againftfuch unworthy adverfaries, Cicero 
condefcended to employ the arms of reafon and 
eloquence; but the fatire of Lucian was a much 
more adequate , as well as more efficacious weapon. 
We may be well aflured , that a writer , converfaut 
with the world , would never have ventured -to 
cxpofe the gods of his country to public ridicule, 

^ had they not already been the objects of fecret 

contempt among the polished and enlightened orders 
of fociety '. 

Notwithftanding the fashionable irreligion which 
prevailed in the age of the Antonines , both the 
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interells of the priefts and the credulity of the people chap, 
were fufficiently refpccted. In their writings and *'• 
convcrfation , the philofophers of antiquity aflerted 
the independent dignity of reafon ; but they refigned 
their actions to the commands of law and of cuftom. 
Viewing, with a fmilc of pity and indulgence, the 
Various errors of the vulgar, they diligently practjfed 
the ceremonies of their fathers , devoutly frequented 
the temples of the gods ; and fometi.mes condef- 
cending to act a part on the theatre of fuperftition, 
they concealed the fentiments of an Atheift under 
the facerdotal robes. Reafoners of fuch a temper were 
fcarcely inclined to wrangle about their rcfpectivc 
modes of faith, or of worship. It was indififerent 
to them what shape the ;folly of the multitude 
might chufe to affume ; apd they approached, with 
the fame inward coi? tempt, and the fame external 
reverence , the altars of the Lybian , the Olympian, 
or the Capitoline Jupiter *. . 

It is not eafy to conceive from what motives a Of the mt* 
fpii;ft of perfecution could introduce itfelf into the*^*^"^*' 
Roman councils. The magiftrates could not be 
actuated by a blind , though hoheft bigotry , fince 
the magiftrates were themfclves philofophers j and 
the fchools of Athens had given laws to the fenate. 
They could not be impelled by ambition or avarice, 
as the temporal and ecclefiaftical powers were united 
in the fame hands. The pontiffs were chofen among * 
the moft illuftrious of the fenators ; and the office of 
Supreme Pontiff was conftantly exercifed by the 
emperors themfelves. They knew and valued the 
advantages of religion , as it is connected with civil 
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CHAP, government. They encouraged tjie public fcftivals 
^^' which humanize the manners of the people. They 
managed the arts of divination , as a convenient 
inftrument of policy ; and they refpected as the 
iirmeft bond of fociety , the ufeful perfuafion , that, 
either in this or in a future life , the crime of perjury 
is moft afluredly punished by the avenging gods^ 
But whilft they acknowledged the general advanta- 
ges of religion, they were convinced, that the various 
modes of worship contributed alike to the fame 
falutary purpofes; and that, in every country, the 
form of fuperftition, which had received the fs^nctioa 
of time and experience , was the bed adapted to th« 

In the pro^ climate, and to its inhabitants. Avarice and tafte 

yioc^s, ygjy frequently defpoiled the vanquished nations 
of the elegant ftatues of their gods , and the rich 
ornaments of their temples '* : but, in the exercife 
of the religion which they derived firom their 
ancieftors , they uniformly experienced the 
indulgence , and i even protection , of the Romaii 
conquerors. The province of Gaul feems , and 
indeed only feems , an exception to this univerfal 
toleration. Under the fpecious pretext of abolishing 
human facrifices, the emperorsTiberius and Claudius 
fuppreffed the dangerous power of the Druids " : 
but the priefts themfelves , their gods and their 
altars , fubfilled in peaceful obfcurity till the final 
deftruction of Paganifm ". 

$i Romt. Rome , the capital of a great monarchy , was 
inceflantly filled with fubjects and ftrangers from 
every part of the world ■ ■ , who all introduced 
and enjoyed the favourite fuperftitions of their 
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native country '*. Every city in the empire was chaP; 
juftified in maintaining the purity of its ancient ^'* 
ceremonies ; and the Roman fenate , ufing the 
common privilege, fometimes interpofed, to check 
this inundation of foreign rites. The Egyptian 
fuperftition , of all the moft contemptible and abject, 
Vf?LS frequently prohibited ; the temples of Serapis 
and Ifis demolished , and their worshippers banished 
from Rome and Italy '*. But the zeal of fanaticifm 
prevailed over the cold and feeble efforts of policy. 
The exiles returned , the profelytes multiplied , the 
temples were reftored with increafing fplendor , and 
Ifis and Serapis at length aflumed their place among 
the Roman deities ''. Nor was this indulgence a 
departure from the old maxims of government. In 
the pureft ages of the common^ivealth , Cybele and 
jEfculapius had been invited by folemn embaflies " ; 
and it was cuftomary to tempt the protectors of 
befieged cities , by the promife of more diftinguished 
honours than they poflefled in their native 
country ". Rome gradually became the common 
temple of her fubjects ; and the ^eedom of the 
|:ity was bellowed on all the gods of mankind ". 

IL The narrow policy of preferving , without Freedom of 
any foreign mixture , the pure blood of the an-^®'''** 
cient citizens , had checked the fortune , and haf- 
tened the ruin , of Athens and Sparta. The afpiring 
genius of Rome facriliced vanity to ambition, and 
deemed it more prudent , as well as honourable , 
to adopt virtue and merit for her own wherefoever 
they were found , among slaves or ftrangers, 
enemies or barbarians ^*. During the moft flour* 
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CHAP, ishing aera of the Athenian commonweahh ,*thc 
^^' number of citizens gradually decreafed from about 
thirty" to twenty- one thouEand**. If, on the 
contrary , we ftudy the growth of the Romaa 
republic, we may difcover , that, notwithftanding 
the incefiant demands of wars and colonies , t^e 
citizens , who , in the firfl; cenfus of Servius 
Tullius , amounted to no more than eighty -three 
thoufand , were multiplied , before the commence- 
ment of the focial war , to the number of four 
hundred and fixty- three thoufand men , able to 
bear arms in the fervice of their country *'. When 
the allies of Rome claimed an equal share of honours ^ 
and privileges , the fenate indeed preferred the 
chance of arms to an ignominious conceflion. The 
Samnites and the Lucanians paid the fevere penalty 
of their rashnefs ; but the reft of the Italian ftates , as 
they fucceffively returned to their duty , were 
admitted into the bofom of the republic **, and 
foon contributed to the ruin of public freedom. 
Under a democratical government , the citizens 
exercife the powers of fovereignty ; and thofc 
powers will be firft abufed , and afterwards loft , 
if they are committed to an unwieldy multitude. 
But when the popular aflemblies had been fup- 
prefied by the adminiftration of the emperors , the 
conquerors were diftingu^shed from the vanquished 
nations , only as the firft and moft honourable 
order of fubjects ; and their increafe , however 
rapid , was no longer expofed to the fame dangers. 
Yet the wifeft princes, who adopted the maxims 
of Auguftus , guarded with the ftricteft care the 



Digitized by 



Google 



OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 45 

dignityof the Roman name, and diffcifed the chap; 
freedom of the city with a prudent liberality*'. ^'• 

Till the privileges of Romans had been pro-itaiy. 
greffively extended to all the inhabitants of the 
empire , an important , diftinction was preferred 
bcttveen Italy and the provinces^ The former was 
eftecmed the centre of public unity , and the 
firm ba(is of the oonftitution. Italy claitned the 
birth , or at Icaft the refidence , of the emperors 
and the fenate *'. The eftates of the Italians vrere 
exempt from taxes , their perfons from the arbi- 
trary }urifdiction of governors. Their municipal 
corporations, formed after the perfect model of 
the capital, were intruded , under the immediate eye 
of the fupreme power , with the execution of 
the laws. From the foot of the Alps to the 
extremity of Calabria , all the natives of Italy 
were born citizens of Rome. Their partial diftinc* 
'tions ^ere obliterated, and they infetifibly coa* 
lefcedinto one great nation , united by language, 
manners , and civil inflitutions , and equal to the 
weight of a powerful empire. The republic gloried 
in her generous policy , and was frequently rewarded 
by the merit and fervices of her adopted fons. Had 
she always confined the diftinction of Romains to 
the ancient families within the walU of the city, 
that immortal name. would have been deprived 
of f6me of its nobleft ornaments. Virgil was a 
native of Mantua ; Horace was: inclined to doubt 
whether he should call himfelf an Apulian or a 
Lucanian : it was in Padua that an hiftorian was 
found . 'Vforthy to record the majeflic feries of 
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CHAP. Roman victories* The patriot femily of the Gatos 
^ ^^ emerged from Tufculum ; and the little town of 
Arpinum claimed the double honour of producing 
Marius and Cicero , the former of Whom dcfctved > 
after Romulus and Camilliis ^ to be ftyled the 
Third Founder of Rome ; and the latter , after 
laving his (X>untry from the deligns of Catiline » 
enabled her to contend with Athens for the pallii 
of eloquence *^ 
Thepro^ The provinces of the empire (as they have 
tiiices. been defcribed in the preceditig chapter ) were 
deftitute of any public force^ or conftitutional 
freedom. In Etruria, in Grcfcce** ^ and in Gwir\ 
it Was the firft care of the feoate to dtflTolve thofe 
dangerous confederacies , which taught mankind'^ 
that, as the. Roman arms prevailed by.divifion^ 
they might he refifted by union. Thofe princes ^ 
whom the oftcntation of gratitude or generofity 
permitted for a while to hold a precarious fceptre ^ 
Were difmiffed from their thrones , as loon as the/ 
had (pefliQMrmed their appointed task of fashioniog 
to ibt yoke the vanquished nations. The free 
ftates and cities which had embraced the caufe of 
Rome . Were rewarded with a nominal alliance , and 
inienfibly fiiink into real fervitude; The public author 
tity was every where exercifed by the minificrs of 
the fenate and'bf the emperors:^ and that authority 
Was abfolute, and Without oonicxai.rBut thei&nie 
j&lutary maxifhs ofgovemmtcft ,: which had fecoerdft 
the peace and obedicfnce of Italy, Were extended 
to the mod diftant cbnqueft.s A nation of Romani 
was gradusdiy formed in the proviocts « by ikfi 
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double expedient of introducing colonies , and of oil ap« 
admitting the mod £airhful and . deferving of the ^^ 
provincials to the freedom of Rome. 

yy Wherefoever the Roman conquers ^ he in- colonies Md 
n habits , >3 i$ a very juft obfervation of Seneca ** , wttnidpai 
confirmed by hiftory and experience. The natives**^"'* 
of Italy , allured by pleafure of by intereft, 
haftened to enjoy the advantages of^^victory ; and 
-We may remark , that , about forty years after the 
reduction of Afia , eighty thoufand Romans were 
mafiacred iii one day , by the cruel orders of 
Mithridates '*. Thefe voluntary exiles were en- 
gaged, for the moft part , in the occupations at 
com*merce , agriculture , and the farm of the revenue. 
But after the legions Were rendered permanent by 
the emperors , the provinces \rere peopled by a 
race of foldiers; and the veterans , whether they 
received the reward of their fervice in land or ii| 
money , ufually fettled with their families in thd 
country , where they had honourably fpent theif 
youth. Throughout the empire , but more parti« 
cularly in the weftern parts , the moft fertile diftricts , 
and the mofl: convenient fituations , were refervecl 
for the eftablishment of colonies ; fome of which 
were of a civil , and others of a military nature. In 
their flianaers and internal policy , the colonies 
formred a f>erfect reprefentation of their great parent ; 
tad they were foon endeared to the natives by 
the ties of friendship and alliance, they effectually > 
diftifed a reverence for the Roman name , and a 
defife, which w'as feldom difappointed, of sharing , 
16 dm time ^ its iioaours and advantftj^s ". The 
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CHAP, municipal cities infenfibly equalled the rank and 
^^' • fplendour of the colonics.; and in the reign of 
Hadrian , it was difputed which was the preferable 
condition , of thofe focieties which had iflued 
from , or thofe which had been received into , 
the bofom of Rome ". The right of Latiuni , 
as it was called , conferred on the cities to which 
it had been granted , a more partial favour. The 
magiftrates only, at the expiration of their office, 
aflbmed the quality of Roman citizens ; but as 
thofe offices were annual , in a few years they 
circulated round the principal families '*. Thofe 
. of the pfovincials who were permitted to bear 
arms in the legions " ; thofe who exercifed any 
civil employment ; all , in a word , who per- 
formed any public fervice , or difplayed any pergonal 
talents, were rewarded with a prefent , whofe 
value was continually diminished by the increaiing 
liberality of the emperors. Yet even , in the age 
of the Antonihes, when the freedom of the city 
had been beftowed on the greater number of 
their fubjects , it was fiill accompanied with very 
folid advantages. The bulk of the people acquired » 
with that title, the benefit of the Roman law^s^ 
particularly in the interefting articles of marriage , 
teftaments , and inheritances , and the road of 
fortune was open to thofe whofe pretenfions were 
feconded' by favour or merit. The grandfons^ of 
the Gauls , who had befieged Julius Caefar iil 
Alefia, commanded legions , governed provinces; 
and were admitted into the fenatd of Rome '** 
Their ambition, iofiead ofdifturbingthe tranquillity 
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of the fiate , was. intimatel}^ ^mieeted with its ci{\f4 
£ifety and greatne£?» h. 

f So fenfible were the Romans* of the influence of Divifion of 
language over national manners , that'it was their *^* ^*^J* 
mod ferious. cai*o^Jtb extend 9 With the progrefe of Greek ^ro« 
their arms, othe: ufc of the Latin tongue ". The ^*"*^*** 
aiicient dialects of Italy-, the Sabine, the Etnifcaiit 
and the Venetian , funk into obltvibn^ but in the 
provinces , the eaft was lefs docile than the weft:,- 
to the vt>i€b ol its victoiiioas li^reo^ptors. Thii^ 
obvious diffetence marked the tvl^o portions df the 
empire with a diftinction of colours-, which, though 
it' was in fothedegrcie concealed during the meri^ 
dian fplendbr of prolperity^ became gradually more 
vifible, aS'tbe shades of night' defcended upon the 
Roman world.. The weftemi countries were civi- 
lized by the iame hands which' ifiilsiuied (behou As 
febn as the barbarians were'reconccbd to' obedience, 
t^ir minds were opened to. luiyi new impreflions- 
of 1/ knowledge, and^ poUtenefs. The language bi 
Virgil and'%]!iberb , ' though : with > ibnte inevitable 
mixture ojFibotruptioh , was.fo univerially adopted) 
jjs 'Africa ,';!^iiij Gaul, Britain^ and Pannonia^%> 
that the £imts tiaces'of the^PuiiidiioriiCeltic idioim)^ 
wfere prefeivedooniy^in ther mountains js, or among^ 
t^ierppeafahts f v * Edtrcation and (Uidy >^ inienfibiy 
iiifpired theiiaativvs ^of thbfe couittrieJ^iWitk the 
&ndnients pf iRbmcins i and Italy; igaver:fi^hHMAav 
afri well as ?lawis pto' her Latin [jrovincials^ Theyi 
iolkitedwhic^mqire ardoufi ^dirbbtadned t with 
ffibre facilky ,itihe Ireedom arid hoilouiis^of ihefliatcf) 
{upp^ned th^ national dignity .ih festers: ^* ^diia 
Vol. L D 
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CHAP, arms; and, at leogth, in the pcrfea of Trajaii, 
"• produced an emperor whom. the Scipios would 
not have difoWned for their countryman. The 
fituation of the Greeks was very diifcfent from thati 
of the barbarians. The former had been longfince« 
civilized and corrupted. They liad too much ta(Ve. 
to relinquish tjicir Janguage , and :toQ^uch vanity: 
to adopt any ioreign tnftitutions. Still ptcfcrving: 
the prejudices, after they had loft th^. virtues, of 
their aacefliors, they affected to. defptfe. the unpo- 
lished manners of the 'Roman conquerors , whilft 
they were compelled to«fpect their fuperior wifdom^ 
and power *'. Nor was the influence of the Grcciaa 
language and fentiments coafi'ned to the narro^; 
limits of that once:celdbl(atedcoutliry« Their empire, 
hy the progrefs of colooies and coftqueft ,' had bpctt 
di&fed frpm tberHac&iaCic to the Euphrates and the 
Nile. Afia was dovcccdv with Greek cities viand- the 
long reign of the Macedonian kings had introduced? 
a filent revolutibn into Syria and Egypt, fe thdn 
pompous courtS' tUofe princes. united: thbidegancW 
of Athens with the luxury of the Eaftltn and ttot 
example of the cqurt. was imitate^, at anr httnibks 
diftatice, byi.i'hei^higher ranks of their fubj^ts.l Sudbr 
T«ras the general diviRon of the Roman empire Jata 
the Latin and Greek languages* To' thefe we^ma^ 
wM a third diftinctiod for the body^ of the natives' 
ini Syria,, and Specially in Egypt. jThe ufe of their 
ancient dialects f by fecludiog them irom the com^^ 
merce iol mankihd^ pliecked .tbe;^ina|)vdvementaiof 
tbofe barbariana '^^ The slothfot effeminacyf of the 
foribes^t tispoML them to the cdsitcmpt; Uieliilko 
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fetocioufnefs of the latter, excited the averfiort of 
the conquerors '^^ Thofe nations had fubmitted to 
the Roman power , but they feldoih defired ot 
deferved the freedom of the: city |' arid it was re-^ 
marked, that more than tWb himdred and thirty 
years elapfed after the ruin of thfc Ptolemies , beford 
an Egyptian was admitted- ' inta th^ fenate ' bl 
Rome"\ 

It is a juft though trite objcryatioiij 'that Vic- 
torious Roft)€ AVas herfelf iiibdued by the artsf of 
Greece. Thofe immortal Writers who ftill commaiid 
the admiration of mddern Europe ?^;foonbefcaine 
the favourite^ object of ftudy and iitiitktibn^ fi¥ Italy 
and the Weftern pfrovinces. Bat the eftegant amufe;« 
ments of the Romans were not fuflfered to interfere 
with their found maxims of policy* Whiift th€)? 
acknowledged the charm^s of the Greek; they afferi 
ted the dignity of the Latin torigue,- and the ex* 
clufive ufe 'of the latter was^ inflexibly maintained 
in the admimftrdtion of civil as Well as milifar^^. 
government**. The two languages? eicrcifed atthi 
hmt time their fepai*ate jurifdictibh throughout the 
eAlpire : the former, as the natural idiom of fcience^ 
^e latter, as the legal dialect of public tranfadtionsi/ 
Thofe who united lettefs with b6fiaefs , WeW? 
equally converfailt With both ;r and'^P^^ks alhi'oAf 
impoffible; iri ajny proviiic(!fV- to finrf a Itdrtiali? 
ib^^ect, of a libepal educatioii , Who Was at oxkt 
a ftranger to theXjreek and to' the Latiri latiguaf^/ 
• It was by^ufch4nftituti6i*s tfcat' tk^ 
ikkt efft^ii^ infen^^ melted aWay W&<ilitKHyaid 
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centre of every province and of every family, an 
linhappy condition oilmen who endured the weight, 
without sharing the- benefits ,. of fpciety. In the 
free flates of antiqusTty , . the dodaeftk slaves were 
es^ppfed to the!>>yiiKiton rigour of defpotifm. Thf 
p^fect fettlement of the Rom^.fitipirje was pre- 
ceded by ages of ^violence and rapine^ The slaven 
confided, for the moft part, of barbarian captives , 
takjen in thoufands jb/t^he chance of war ,; purchafed 
^ xyilc price ^' ^ apcuftomed to a lifei:>f ind^pien<i» 
4fnc]e,' s^nd itpipatienf tp break and to revenge their 
fetters. Againft lu^Jfi^ternal enemies , whpfe defpe- 
i^ei^inJi^rreiQtipfis; hfid more than once reduced the 
xi^publiG to. the Jbrinfc of dcftruptjon *' , the moft 
fevprc regulations ** , and the moft oiuel treatment , 
(eemed almioft jijftif^ed by the great law of fe]£> 
prefer vajdon.; Put when the principal nations o£^ 
i^urope, Afia^ and Africa, wereunited under the 
j^yi^s of one fpvcreigni the fouree of foreign fup- 
pli^S; flowed ;;With;ni)4cb lefe abundance » andjhc 
Romans were, reduced to the milder but mwe 
tedious met)ip4 of ; prppagatipn. I<) thjir nunaerous 
families, an4. particularly in thei^^qountry eftate^i 
they encouraged jthe marriage of their slaves. The 
^PUments pf nature , the habits of education, and 
^^^ofTidfipnio^a^.d^ fpecies of property « 

ff^i^ibuted* to alleviate the hardski|^s of fervitudf^i^*.; 
Xhe e^ftence^of {1 slave became an object p^gr/fatf^r 
value, and though his happinefs ftijl depended on. 
^'.tempor fnd'C^cui^liances .of [ilip mafter, tfie 
i^manity. of the lattery inft^<|l!^ b^j^g^e^aiin^ 
hy, £(;tr » was e^cppr^^ged by f^e iCenfe .,9f his !<>^ii^ 
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intcrcft. The progrcfs of manners was accelerated char 
by the virtue or policy of the emperors;' and by "• 
the edicts of Hadrian and the Antonines , the pro- 
tection of the laws was extended to the mod abject 
part of mankind. The jurifdiction of life and deatR 
over the slaves, a power long exercifed and often 
abufed, was taken out of private hands, and 
refcrvcd to the roagiftrates alone. The fubterra- 
neous prifons were abolished ;' and , upon a juft 
complaint of intolerable treatment-, the injured 
slave obtained either his deliveran'ee /or a lefs 
cruel mafter *'. 

Hope^ the bed comfort of our iniperfect con- Enfran. 
dition, was not denied to the Roman slave; and «'"f««^"*- 
if he had any opportunity of rendering himfcif 
either ufeful or agreeable , he might* very naturally 
expect that the diligence and fidelity of a few ' 

years would be rewarded with the ihcftimable gift 
of freedom. The benevolence of the mafter was 
to frequently prompted by the meaner fuggcftions; 
ef vanity and avarice, that the laws found it more 
ncceffary to reftrain than to encourage a profufe and 
undiftinguishing liberality, which mi^ht degenerate 
into a very dangerous abufe ''. It >^as a maxim of 
antient jurifprudence , that ii slave had not any 
country of his own, he acquired with h!s liberty 
an admifCon into the political fdtiety of which his' 
patron was a member. The confequences of this 
idaxim would have proftituied the privileges of tht^ 
Roman city to a mean and promifcoous muftitiid*. 
Some feafonable exceptions were therefore provided ; 
and the honourable diftinction was confined to fucK 
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CHAPy slaves only, as for juft cauCes , and with the apf)ro-^ 

^t. bation of the magiftrate , should receive a folecqn 

an(^ legal manumiflion. Even thefe chofcn freed* 

' inen obtained no more than the private rights of 

pitizens , and were rigorously excluded from civil 

or military honours. Whatever might be the merit 

or fortune of their fons^ thei/ likcwifewcrc efteemed 

%inworthy of a feat in the fenate; nor were the 

traces of a fervile origin allowed to be completely 

obliterated till the third or fourth generation'^. 

'Without deftrcying the diftinction of ranks, a 

diftant profpect of freedom and honours was pre- 

fented, even to thoCe whom pdde and prejudice 

almoft difd^ed to number among the human 

/ fpecies. * : . 

Niimiiers,' It was ouce propoXed to difcriminate the slaves 
by a peculiar habit ; but it was juftly apprehended 
that there might bjB fome danger in acquainting them 
with their own mimbei^s *\ Without interpreting, 
in, their utiiipft ftcictnefs, the liberal appellations 
of legions and myriads '*; we may venture U> 
pronounce, that the. proportion of slaves, who 
were valued as property, was more confiderable 
than that of fervants ; who can bie computed only 
as an expence *'.. The youths of a promifing genius 
were inftructed in the arts and fciences , and their 
price wa? afcertained by the degree of their skill 
and talents '^ Almoft every profeflion, cither libe- 
ca) ''or mechanical, might be found in the houfe^* 
hold of an opuleip^ fienator. The minifters of pomp 
and fenfualiiy were multiplied beyond the conception 
of ippdefn luxury *V It was more for the intereft of 
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.^e merchant or«manufacturer to purchafe, than to chap 
hire his workmen ; and in the country , slaves were *^' 
employed as thecheapeft and mofl; laborious inftru- 
ments of agriculture. To confirm the general obfer* 
vation, and to difplay the multitude of slaves, we 
might allege a variety of particular inftances. It 
was difcovered , on a very melancholy occafion , 
that four hundred slaves were maintained in a Tingle 
palace of Rome *\ The iame number of four hundred 
belonged to an eftate which an African widow, 
-of a very private condition , fefigned to her fo», 
whilft she releryed for herfelf a much larger share 
of her property '*. A freedman, under the reign 
of Auguflus, though his fortune had fuffered great 
lofTes in the civil wars , left behind him three thou- 
fand fix hundred yoke of oxen , two hundred and 
fifty thoufand head of fmaller cattle , and ^ what 
was almoft included in the defcription of cattle , 
four thou(and one hundred and fixteen slaves *\ ' 

The number of fubjects who acknowledged the popuipuc 
Jaws of Rome, of citizens, of provincials, and JJ*^®^'^* 
49f slaves , cannot now be fixed with fuch a degree 
of accuracy , as the importance of the object would 
^eferve. We are informed , that when the emperor 
Claudius exercifed the office of cenfor, he took iii 
account of fix millions nine hundred and forty* five 
thoufand Roman citizens , who , with the propoi^- 
tion of women and children , muft have amounted 
to about twenty millions of fouls. The multitude 
of fubjects of an inferior rank , was uncertain and 
fluctuating. But, after weighing with attention 
every circumftance which could influence the 
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tn^ff balance, it feems probable, tbat*there exifted, in 
U' tbe time of Claudius , about twice a3 many pro- 
vin<^ials as there were citizen^, of either fex, and 
.pf every age ; and that the slaves were at leaft equal 
in number to the free inhabitants of the Roman 
world. The total amount of /this imperfect calcu- 
lation would irife to about one hundred and twenty 
\iniiiions of perfons : a degree of population which 
pofiibJy exceeds that of modera Europe^*, and 
'farms the moft numerous {bciety that has ever 
b^^n united under the fame fyftem of governmeat. 
Obedienst Domcftic peace and union were the natural confe- 
»n4umoii, qu^n^es of the moderate and copaprehenfive policy 
embraced by the Romans. If we turn our eyes 
towards the monar^hie^ of Afia, we. shall behold 
idefpotifm in the center , and wedkoefs in the 
extremities ; the collection of the revenue , or the 
^dminiftration of jul^ice , enforced by the prefence 
of an army; boftile barbarians eftablished in the 
heart of the .country;, hereditary Straps ufurping 
the dominion of the provinces , and fubjects inclined 
to rebellion , though incapable of freedom. But 
the obedience of the Roman world was uniform '» 
voluntary , and permanent. The vanquished nati- 
fOns, blended into one great people, refigned the 
hope , nay even the wish , of refuming their inde* 
pendence , and fcarcely confidered their own 
cxiftence as diftinct from the exiftence ^of Rome. 
.The eftablished authority of the empeprors pervaded 
without an effort the wide extent of their dominions, 
and wa^ exercifed with the fame facility on the 
banks of the Thames , or of the Nile, as on 
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thofe of the Tybcn The legions vere deftined 
to ferve againftthet public enemy, and the ciyii 
magiftrate feldom reqou'ed the aid of a militaxy 
force ^'. In thisftateof gcneralfecurity, theleifure 
as vrell as opulence both of the prince and people, 
were.devoted to improve and to adorn the Roman 
empire. 

Among the innumerable monuments of arcfai- 
tecture conftructed by the Romans , how many 
have efcaped the notice ofhiftory, how few have 
refilled the ravages of time and baibarilm ! And yet 
^ even the majeftic ruins that are ftill icattered over 
Italy and the provinces , would be fufiicient to 
prove , that thofe countries were once the feat 
of a polite and powerful empire. Their greatnels 
alone , or their beauty j might deferve our atten* 
tion ; but. they are rendered more .interefting by 
two important circumftances , which connect the 
agreeable hiAory of the arts , with the more ufeful 
liiftory of human manners. Many of thofe works 
were erected at private expence , and almoft all 
were intended for public benefit. . 

It is natural to fuppofe that the greateft number, 
as well as the mofl confiderable of the Roman 
edifices , were raifed by the emperors , who 
poflefled fo unbounded a command both of mea 
and money. Auguftus was accuftomed'to boaft 
that he had found his capital of. brick , and that 
he had left it of macble **. The SaAcV ceconomy 
of Vefpafian was the fource of his magnificence. 
The works of Trajan bear the (lamp of his. genius. 
The public monuments with which Hadrian adorned 
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cMki. evciy ^rovtncc of the einpire, were executed ndt 
n. i^niy by his orders , but uncfer hit iimnediate 
infpectipof. ^e was himfelf an artift ; and he laved 
the arts, as they conduced to the glory of the 
monarch. They were encouraged by the Antonines^ 
as they contributed to the happinefs of the people. 
But if the emperors were the- firft, they were^ not 
the only architects of their dominions. Their 
example was uniwrfally imitated by their principal 
fubjects , whb were not afraid of declaring to the 
world that they had fpirit to conceive, and wealth 
to accomplish , the noblell undertakings. Scarcely 
had the proud ftructure of the Colifeum been 
dedicated at Rome , before the edifices of a fmaller 
fb^le indeed , but of the fame deiign and materials , 
were erected for the ufe , and at the expence of the 
cities of Capua and Verona'*. The infcription <rf 
the ftupendous bridge of Alcantara, attbfls , that it 
was thrown over the Tagus by the contribution of 
a few LuGtanian communities. When Pliny was iii- 
trufted with the government of Bithynia and Pontus, 
provinces by no means the richeft or moft confide* 
rable of the empire , he found the cities within his 
jurifdiction ftriving with each other in every ufeful 
and ornamental work, that might dcfervc the 
curiofity 6i ftrangers , or the gratitude of their 
citizens. It was the duty f f the Proconful to fupply 
their deficiencies , to djrect their tafte , and fome- 
times to moderate their emulation '^ The opulent 
fenators of Rome and the provinces efteemed it an 
honour, and almoft ah obligation, to adorn the 
^lendbuf of their age and country ; and the 
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influence of fashibn very frequently fupplied tlie ohjif. 
want of tafte or gencrofity. Among a: crowd of "• 
thefe private benefactors , we may .felect Herodes 
Atticus , an Athenian citizen, who lived in the 
age of the Antonines. Whatever might be the 
motive of his conduct , his magnificence would have 
been worthy of the greateft kings. . 

The family of Herod, atleaft after it had been ExtmfietP 
favoured by fortune , was lineally defcended from Herodei 
Cimon and Miltiades , Thefeus and Cecrops, 
£acus and Jupiter. But the pofterity of fo many 
gods and heroes was fallen, into the moft abject 
ftate. His grandfather had fufiered by the hands 
of juftice^ and Julius Atticus, his father ^ muft' 
have ended his life in poverty and contempt, had 
he. not discovered an immenfe treafure buried under 
an old houfe , the lafl; remains of his patrimony. 
According to the rigour of law , the emperor might 
have aflerted his ^ claim, and the prudent Atticus 
prevented , by a frank confeflion , the officioufneis 
of informers. But the ^equitable Nerva , who then 
filled the throne, refufed to accept any part of it^ 
and commanded him to ufe , without fcruple , the 
pre(ent of fortune. The cautious Athenian (till 
infifled, that the treafure was too xonfiderahle for 
a fubject, and that he knew not how to vfe iti 
Abufe it, then^ replied the monaith, with a good^ 
naturedpeevishne£i^ for it is your own *'. Many 
will be of opinion, that Atticus literally obey^ 
the emperor's lafl infbructions ; fince he expended 
the greateft part of his fortune, which was much 
increafed by an advantageous marriage » in thd 
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0BAF. imrice of thcvPublic He had obtained for his fon 
^» Herod , the prefecture of the free cities of Afia ; 
and the young magiftrate , obferving that the town 
tjfrTroas ^asiindifferently fupplied with water, 
obtained from the munificence of Hadrian , three 
-hundred myriads of drachms (about a hundred 
thoufand pounds) for the conftruclion of a new 
.aqueduct But in the execution of the work - the 
charge amounted to more than double the eftimate , 
^nd the officers of the revenue began to murmur, 
till the generous. A tticus filenced their complaints, 
by rcquefting thaf he might be permitted to take 
upon himfelf the whole additional expence *'. 

Hie reputa- Xhe ableft « preceptors of Greece and Afia hid 
fccea invited by liberal rewards to direct the edu- 
cation of young Herod. Their papil foon became 
a celebrated orator according to the ufelefs rhetoric 
trfthat age, which,, confining itfelf to the fchools, 
tlifdaihed to vifit either the Forum or the Senate. 
He was honoured with the confulship at Rome; 
but the greatefl; part of his life was fpent in a 
philofophic retirement at Athens, and his adjacent 
villas; perpetually furrounded by fophifts, who 
acknowledged , without reluctance , the fuperiority 
of a rich and generous rival *'. The monuments 
of his genius have perished ; fome confiderable ruins 
ftill prefer ve the fame of his 'tafte and munificence: 
modern travellers have meafured the remains of 
the ftadium which he conflructed at Athens. It 
^as fix hundred feet in length , built entirely of 
lirhitc marble , capable of admitting the whole 
bbdy of the people, and finished in four years, 
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whilft Hewd was prefident of the Athenian games. 
To the memoiy of his wife RegiHa ,; he dedicated 
a^ tlieatre, fcarcely to be paralleled: in Uhe empire: 
no wood except cedar, very curiousiy carved ,' 
was employed in any part of the building. . TM 
.Odieum, defigned by Pericle& for mufical perform 
mances, and thexahearlal of hew' tragedies, had 
been a trophy of the victory of the art^ over Bar* 
baric greatadb ; ^^as the timbeis ehiptoyed.in tla^ 
Qonftruction cQnfifted chiefly jofcthemafts of -the 
Pcrfian veffels, Notwithftanding therepairs beftow- 
ed on that ancient edifice by, a king of Gappa^' 
docia, it was again.£ailen to dway. Hoiod refioied 
its ancient beauty and magnificence. Nor wastlie 
liberality of ihat illuftrious citizen confined to the 
walls of AthehSv . The rooft fplendidt ornaments 
bellowed on the .teoaple of Keptune in the Iflhmus, 
a^ theatre at.Gotinth, ^a ftadiam at Delphi » a bath 
2i| Thermopylae, and an aqufidiictat Ganufium.iii 
Italy, , weirei infuffieient to exhavft^ hi$ treafures; 
The people of Epirus, Theflaly,^ub<eaV Boootia^ 
aisid Pelopdnnciiis ,^ .experienced bi$ favours-; and 
many infoription^ of the cities of Greece and Afia 
gracefully Ayl'c Her^s Atticus thfiir patron antt 
l^enefactor ^% .. .. r. -• . . !-• •. c;,-.^. 

: In the comropn wealths ofiiAliheiis and Ronbe, 
ihe modefl ' fimplkily^of private : houfes announced; 
the equal condidoa of fre^Olb ; whilft ttte* 
fov^reignty of jthe people wa$ reprACpntied in; tim. 
majeftic edifices defined to the public ufe<?i nbr 
yras this republican fpirit totalljT extinguished. by> 
^e^ introduction of wealth and ippoarchy. It waa 
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CH4J»> VEt works of oational honour and benefit , that the 
^ tnoft vlctuoas, of the emperors affected to difplay 
their magnificdice. The golden palace of Nero 
excited arjuft indignation, but the vafl: extent of 
^ound which had been ufurped by his feUish 
Itncury, was more nobly filled urider the fucce^dihg 
feigns by theiGolifeum, the >bath5 of Titus, the 
Claudian portico, and the temples dedicated to 
tbo goddefs df Peace , and to^he genius of Rome '\ 
Thefe mbmimetits of architecture i' the property 
, of the Roman people^ were adorned with the moft 
beilkutifutprpduttioiistof Grecian painting and fculp^ 
tuiie^ and in the temple of Peace ; a very curious 
library was open .to the euriofity of the learned^ 
At a fmatl d^aoce from thence was fituated the 
Fonmi of Trajam It was ftur^ouudedf ^Ith a lofty 
portico, in the fomtof a quadrangle , into which 
four triumphal arches opened ca noble^and fpacibuH 
entrance: id the centre arofc ^colunifl of tnarbli, 
whofe height, of one hundred and lien feet, d^no^ 
ted the elevation pf the hill ' thar had been cut 
jiway. Tbisicdldmn^ which Itill fubfifts in its an- 
cient lieauty y^itfaibited an exact reprefentatioh of 
the. Daciaq victories of its founder; ' The, veteran 
foldier contemplated the flory of his own campaigns^' 
and by an eafy illuGon ofiiational vanity, the 
^ceful citizen alfibdated hinffdf to the honoun 
., { of the triumphs Allthe other quarters of the capital , 
2ttild all the^proyitice* of the empire , were embd- 
' lishedl)y the f^iiy$ liberal fpim 6f ^blic magnifi- 
cence i and were filted with amphitheatres , theatres ^ 
temples, pbriic09^', triumphal airhes,' baths, ^h^ 
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aquedaots, all y^riomiy conducive to thi: health; G.ip>^ 
the: devotion , and the pleafures of the rmean^ ^' 
citizen^ The laft mentioned of thofe edifices defcrve 
ouri peculiar attention. The boldnefs of the enteith 
prifej^ithe folidity of the execution ,- and the ufqs 
to ivhich they Vrcrc fubfervient ,. ranjk the aque- 
ducts among the xiobkft monuments of- Romto 
genius and power.. The aqueducts of: tltt capital 
claim ajuft pre*emiaence ; but the curiou&traveller, 
^ff hov wkhout. the light of hiftorj^i, should examine 
thofe of Spolctd ,• of Mctz , or. of Segovia , would 
very naturallyl conclude;, that thofe pnofvincia} towns 
had formerly been the lefidence'bf .ibme potent ... ,r,. 
monarch. The fic^ittides of Afia and Africa were 
once covered with flourishing cities, ^^hofe popu- 
loufnefs , and even^ whofe exiftenoe, was derived 
from fuch artificial ifdpplies of a perenixial ftream 
of fresh water ^ v.. .' 

We have computed the inhabitants, and con>- NAimbct 
iemplalJed the public works , of the Roman empire. *^J^ ^^*^jj 
The obfervationiof the number and gteatnefs of its cities of 
xSties will ferVc to confirm thcLfotmcr, . arid to t*>««mpi«- 
intaltipl3r<the flatter. It may not be unpleafing to 
^lleet^a few fcattered inftances relative to that . 
fubjecty wit^iat forgitting^ however ,> that from 
th6>anity of nation^ and the povertyroflangtiage^ 
,the:vague iqppeHatioaof city has been indifferently 
beftowed on Rome and upon L2^lrQatum, Ancicht u itair. 
Jbftlyis f^id tq have contained eleven hi^ndred and 
iiuni^ty-ievin cities ; and for whatlbcvair? aeraVof 
Ml^iqutiy thi expreffion might be inten^d/^, these 
i«ii^t any mafon to belieVe the coonkr^/ kfs popti- 
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#hA^f. Icbs: m tiie age oT the Antdnims, than in that of 

K- Romulusi 'The petty ftates>df Uathim were cohtain* 

•ed withift. the metropolis of the empire, by wh6fc 

-fbperior irrfluince they had been attracted. Thofe 

'parts of Italy which have £9 long- languished junder 

the lary: granny of priefts and viceroys, had been 

/afflkttd-onlyby the mbre* tolerable cakmit£0&>o£ 

;war; and: the firft fymptoms? of .decay , whieh'rAej? 

.cxpericncesd, were amply competrfated by tbenrapid 

improveka^ndi' of the Cilalpine Gaul. :Thc fpletidor 

\ 6i Vcrpna may b^ traced in its rem^s : ye t Verona 

'-was Hs; celeiuaitecl than Aquitela or Padua , Milan 

«ani tna -^^ Ravenni. 11; The ijpirit of iitfprovement !had 

Spain. paffed the Alps, and beeft^iBeltifevenin the woods 

of Britain , which -were gradually 'cleared away to 

kspen a free fpaoe for coiivenieiit and elegacit habi- 

stations.'. York .was the feat;qf govei-nmen t ; London 

was already enriched by commerce ;'^and Bath was 

r celebrated ,foriitii<l ialutary fefffectsof' its medicinal 

waters. GaiorcDiild bo^& of lieritw^ve iuindred 

. dcitks ^* ;.ilmd^|iiough ) rau the. ndrthcrn parts ,omany 

' ictf them, Twithout excepting Paris itfell, 'wwe-littje 

^moreithiq'ithe rude and imperfect. Jtcrwn^Iprb&m 

lifing people; the foutberii provirices ihihaeed itfae 

nyealthiandielegance pf Italy. .^*w f&inyr wtre 'th'k 

cities ofOaui; Marfdlles^ Aiies < Nifmeiv NiE^ 

ifonnej -Thouiofife, Bpurdeaux , > Aujioftn v . V^^^t^^> 

T t: ^LyoQS, LangcBSv and Trevcs,:?wb(afe(ianticHt-coii- 

Iditioh !might fuAain an eqiiaal^and perha[isr'advsil- 

jtageous. eompjurifon with ^ their . prefent ftat;&'V Widi 

regard t6 %atn; that country flourished as: ^^IM- 

vince, aLn^ihas declined as. a' kkigdbm. £xbki^d 

by 
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by the abufe of hcrftrength, by America, and chap. 
by fuperftition , her pride .might poffibly be con- *'• 
• founded, if we required fuch a lift of three hundred 
and fixty cities , as Pliny has exhibited under the 
Teign of Vcfpafian ^^ HI. Three hundred African a^^^** 
cities had once acknowledged the authority of 
Carthage ", nor is it likely that their numbers 
diminished under the adminiftration of the emperors : 
Carthage itfelf rofe with new fplendor from its 
ashes; and that capital , as well as Capua> and 
Corinth, foori recovered all the advantages which 
can be feparated from independent fovereignty. 
IV. The provinces of the eaft prefent the contraft ^*^*- 
of Roman magnificence with Turkish barbarifmi 
The riiins of antiquity fcattered over uncultivated 
fields, and afcribcd, by ignorance, to the power 
of magic , fcarcely afford a shelter to the oppreffed 
f^afant or wandering Arab. Under the reign of the 
Gasfars, the proper Afia alone contained five hundred 
populous cities ^' , enriched with all the gifts of 
(nature, and adorned with all the refinements of 
lart. Eleven citics^ of Afia had airce difputed the 
honour of dedicating a temple to Tiberius,, and 
iheir refpective merits were examined by the fe- 
iKitc *'. Four of them were immediately rejected 
as uneqilalto the burden; and among thcfe was 
Xaodicea, Vfbofe fpfendor is fiill difplayed in its 
ruins". Laodioea collected a very confideraWe 
revenue fcom ilis flocks of sheep, celebrated for the 
iinenefs of their wool , and had received^, a little 
ticfore the c^nteft^ a legacy of above four, hundred 
ihoufand pounds by the teftamsnt of a generous 
Vol. I. E 



Digitized by 



Google 



66 THE DECLINE AND FALL 

tHAP. citizen '*. If fuch was the poverty of Laodicea, 
"• what muft have been the wealth of thofe cities , 
whofc claim appeared preferable , and particularly^ 
of Pergamus, of Smyrna, and of Ephefus, who 
fo long difputed with each other the titular primacy 
of Afia '*? The capitals of Syria and Egypt held 
a ftill fuperior rank in the empire : Antioch and 
Alexandria looked down with difdain on a crowd 
of dependent cities '*, and yielded , with reluctance » 
to the majefty of Rome itfelf. 
Roman All thefc citics werc connected with each other, 

Roads. jn,d ^yith the capital, by the public highways, 
which iffuing from the Forum of Rome , traverfed 
Italy, pervaded the provinces, and were termi- 
nated only by the frontiers of the empire. If we 
carefully trace the diftance from the wall of An- 
toninus to Rome , and from thence to Jerufalem , 
it will be found that the great chain of comi- 
munication , from the north-weft tho the fouth- 
eaft point of the empire , was drawn out to 
the length of four tboufand and eighty Roman 
miles *\ The piablic roads were accurately divided 
by mile-ftories , and ran in a direct line from one 
city to another, with very little refpect for the 
obftacles either of nature or private property. 
Mountains were perforated , and bold arches 
, thrown over the broadeft and moft rapid flreams *** 
The middle part of the ro^d was raifed into a 
terrace which commanded the adjacent country, 
confifted of feveral ftrata of fand , gravel , and 
cement, and was paved with large ftones, or in 
forae places, near the capital, with granite '^ Such 
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WHS the folid conftroction of the Rotnan Klgh^V2iys 4 c tt A ?• 

wbofe fiitnnefshas not entirely yielded to the effort ^' 

6f fifteen eentnries. They united the. fubjects of 

the moft diftant provinces by an eafy and familiar 

intcrcourfe ; but their primary object had been to 

facilitate the marches of the legions ; nor was any 

country confidered as completely fubdued, till it 

had been rendered , ' in all its parts , pervious to 

the arms and authority of the conqueror. The ad* poto* 

vantage of receiving the earlicft intelligence, and 

ti conveying their orders with celerity , induced 

the emperors to eftablish , throughout their ^xtcn- 

five dominions, the regular inftitution of pofts '*• 

Houfes were every where erected' at the diftance 

only of five or fix miles ; each of them w^ls con* 

ftantly provided with forty horfes , attd by the hclpT 

of thefe relays , it was eafy to travel an hundred 

ffi lies ill a day along the Roman roads". Theufe of 

the pofts^ was allowed to thofe who claimed it by an 

Impei'ial mandafte; but though originally intended 

for the public feri^ice, it was fometlraes indulged 

Ib-trfte bufmefs or cdnveniency of private citizens *** 

}<f^r was the comtiit^hicatiofi of the Roman empire Navitfatioij* 

Jefs-free Jinrf open by fea thani it was by land. The 

ftovinces forround'ed and indoied the Mediter- 

iNinesin ; and Italy, in the shape' of an immehfe pro* 

ftiontory, advanced -into the midft of that gi'eaC 

lake. The coiftf o^ Italy ai^e, in general , deftitute 

hiMt hafbOWs ; but huitoatt induftry had correcterf 

the- deficiencies of nature ; anid the airtificial' port 

of Oftia, In particular, fittoatc^t the ttioifth of the 

TjHbct, and fiwaied by the crtperof Claudius , \fsf 
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an ufeful mooumjefni of Roman greatnefs '\ From 
this port, which was only fixteen miles from the 
capital, a &vourable breeze frequently carried 
veflfels in feven days to the columns of Hercules , 
and in nine or ten , to Alexandria in Egypt **. 

Whatever evils cither reafon or declamation have^ 
imputed to extenlive empire , the pgwer of Rome 
was attended with fome beneficial confequences 
to mankind ; and the lame freedom of intercourfe 
which extended the vices, diffufed likcwife the 
improvements , of focial life. In the more remote 
ages of antiquity , the world was unequally divided. 
The eaft was in the immemorial pofleiiion of arts 
and luxury ; whilft the weft was inhabited by rude 
and warlike barbarians-^ who either difdained agri- 
culture, or to whom it was totally unknown. 
Under the protection of an eftablished government^ 
the productions of happier climates, and theinduftry 
of more civilized nations, were gradually introduced 
into the weftern countries of Europe; and the 
natives were encouraged, by an open and profit- 
able commerce, to multiply the former, as wcU 
as to \ improve the htten It would be almoft im» 
pofTible to enumerate all the articles, either of 
the animal or the vegetable reign, which were 
fucceflively imported into Europe , from Afia and 
Egypt "j but it will not be unworthy of the 
dignity , and much lefs of the utility, of an hiftorical 
work, slightly to touch on a few of the. principal 
heads, i. Almoft all the flowers, the h^rbs, and 
the fruits , that grow in our European gardens , 
are of foreign extraction » which 9 in fiuiny cafes^^ 



Digitized by 



Google 



OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 69 

is betrayed cveil by their names : the apple was a chaf. 
native of Italy, and when the Romans had>Cafted ^^• 
the richer flavour of the apricot , the peach , the 
pomegranate , the citron ^ and the orange , they 
contented themfelyes with applying to all thcfc 
new fruits the common denomination of apple, 
difcriminating them from each other by the additio- 
nal epithet of their country. 2. In the time of The vine. 
Homer , the vine grew wild in the island of Sicily, 
and mod probably in the adjacent continent ; but 
it was not improved by the skill , nor did it afford 
a liquor grateful to the tafte , of the lavage inhabi- 
tants '*. A thouland years afterwards , Italy could 
boafli, that of the fourfcore moft generous and cele- 
brated wines , more than two-thirds were produced 
from her foil '^ The blefling was foon communi- 
cated to the Narbonncfc province of Gaul ; but fo 
intehfe was the cold to the north of the Cevennes ^ 
that , in the time of Strabo, it was thought impoflible 
to ripen the grapes in thofe parts of Gaul '^ This 
difficulty, however, was gradually vanquished; 
and there is fome reafon to believe^ that the 
vineyards of Burgundy are as old as the age of 
the Antonines *^ 3. The olive, in the weftern xheoiive. 
world , followed the progrefs of peace , of which 
it was confidered as the fymbol. Two centuries 
after the foundation of Rome , both Italy and Africa 
were ftrangers to that ufeful plant ; it was naturalized 
tn thofe countries; and at length carried into the 
heart of Spain and Gaul. The timid errors of the 
ancients, that it required a certain degree of heat, ' 

and could only flourish in the neighbourhood of 

Eg 
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CHAP, the fca, were infenfibly exploded by induftry and 

^'* experience *'. 4. The cultivation .©f flax was tranf- 

ported from Egypt to Gaul, and enriche|d the 

whole country, however it might impoverish the 

Artificial particular lands on which it was fown *'. 5. The 

sr»(s* ufe of artificial graflfes became familiar to the farmers 
both of Italy and the provinces , particularly the 
Lucerne , which derived its name and origin from 
Media "'. The aifnred fupply of wholefome and 
plentiful food for the cattle during winter, mul- 
tiplied the number of the flocks and herds, which 
in their turn contributed to the fertility of the foiL 
To all thefe improvements may be added an afliduous 
attention to mines and fisheries , which , by em- 
ploying a multitude of laborious hands, ferve to 
increafe the pleafures of the rich , and the fublifteace 

General of tbc poor. The elegant treatife of Columella 

plenty, dcfcribcs the advanced ftate of the Spanish husban* 
dry, under the reign of Tiberius; and it may be 
obferved, that thofe famines which fo frequently 
afflicted the infant republic, were feldom or never 
experienced by the extcnfive empire of Rome. The 
accidental fcarcity, in any fingle province, was 
immediately relieved by the plenty of its more 
fortunate neighbours. 

Arts of Agriculture is the foundation of manufactures ; 

luicwry, fjnce the productions of nature are the materials 
of art. Under the Roman empire , the labour of an 
indudrious and ingenious people was variously , 
but inccffantly employed, in the fervice of the 
rich. In their drefs, their table, their houfes, and 
their furniture, the favourites of fortune united 
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6 very refinement of conveniency 1 of elegance, and chap. 
of fplendour; whatever could footh their pride, or n, 
gratify their fenfuality. Such refinements, under the 
odious name of luxury , have been feverely arraigned 
by the moralifts of every age ; and it might perhaps 
be more conducive to the virtue, as well as happinefs, 
of mankind , if all pofleiTed the neceflaries , and none 
the fupcrfluities , of life. But in the prefent imper- 
fect condition of ibciety , luxury, though it may 
proceed from vice or folly , feems to be the oivjy 
means that can correct the unequal diftribution of 
property. The diligent mechanic , and the skilful 
a^tift, who have obtained no share in the divifion 
of the earth, receive a voluntary tax from the 
polTeflbrs of land ; and the latter are prompted , 
by a fenfc of intereft , to improve thofe eftates , * 
vrith whofe produce they may purchafe additional 
pleafures. This operation , the particular effects of 
which are felt in every fociety, acted witfi much 
more diffufive ener^ in the Roman world. The 
provinces >Vould foon have been exhaufted of their 
wealth , if the naanufactures and commerce of luxury* 
had not infenfibly reftored to the induftrious fub- 
jects , the fums which were exacted from them by 
the arms and authority of Rome. As long as the 
circulation was confined within the bounds of the 
empire , it imprefled the political machine with a 
new degree of activity , and its confequences , • 
fometimes beneficial, could never become pernicious. 

But it is no eafy task to confine luxury within Foreii^n 
the limits of an empire. The moft remote countries *"*^** 
of the ancient world were ranlacked to fupply the 
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CHAP, pomp and delicacy of Rome The foreft ofScythia 
^* afforded fome valuable furs. Amber was brought 
over land from the shores of the Baltic to the 
Danube ; and the barbarians were aftonished jtt 
the price which they received in exchange for fo 
ufelefs a commodity *". There was a confiderable 
demand for Babylonian carpets, and other manu- 
factures of ihe Eaft; but the mod important and 
unpopular branch of foreign trade was carried on 
with Arabia and India. Every year, about the 
time of the fummcr folftice , a fleet of an hundred 
and twenty veffels failed from Myos-hormos, a 
port of Egypt, on the Red Sea. By the 'periodical 
affiftance of the Monfoons, they traverfed the 
ocean in about forty days. The coaft of Malabar* 
or the island of Ceylon ''*, was the ufual term of 
their navigation, and it was in thofe markets that 
. thp merchants from the more remote countries of 
Afia expected their arrival. The return of the fleet 
of Egypt was fixed to the months of December 
or January ; and as foon as their rich cargo 
had been tranfported on the backs of camels, 
^ from the Red Sea to the Nile , and had defcended 

that river as far as Alexandria , it was ppured, 
without delay, into the capital of the empire *'*. 
The objects of oriental traffic were fplendid and 
trifling : filk , a pound of which was efteemed 
not inferior in value to a pound of gold '**^; 
precious flones , among which the pearl claimed 
the firft rank after the diamond '** ; and a variety 
of aromatics , that were confumed in religious 
worship and the pomp of funerals. The labour ai^ 
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risk of the voyage was rewarded with almofl; incre<» c a 4F. 
dible profit; but the profit was made upon Roman ^• 
fubjects, an4 a few individuals were enriched at 
the expence of the Public. As the natives of Ara^ goH and 
bia and India were contented with the productions fi^vw- 
and manufactures of their own country, filver , on 
the fide of th& Romans , was the principal , if not 
the only inftrument of commerce. It was a com- 
plaint worthy of the gravity of the fenate, that, ia 
the purchafe of female ornaments, the wealth of 
the flate was irrecoverably given away to foreign 
and hoflile nations '*'^. The annual lofs is computed » 
by a writer of an inquifitive but cenforious temper, 
at upwards of eight hundred thoufand pounds 
fterling"'. Such wastheflyleofdifcontent, broodr 
ing over the dark profpect of approaching poverty. 
And yet , if we compare the proportion between 
gold and filver, as it ftood in the time of Pliny , 
and as it was fixed in .the reign of Conftantine , we 
shall difcover within that period a^ery confiderable 
increafe **'. There is not the leaftreafon to fuppofe 
that gold was become more fcarce ; it is therefore 
evident that filver was grown more common ; that 
whatever might be the amount of the Indian and 
Arabian exports , they were far from exhaufting the 
wealth of the Roman world ; and that the produce 
of the mines abundantly fupplied the demands oi 
com^aerce. i ^ 

Notwithftanding the propehfity of mankind to 
exalt the paft, and to depreciate the prefent, the 
tranquil and profperous ftate of the empire was 
warmly felt , and faoneftly confefled , by the 
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•ecline of 
courage; 



is 



provinciah as \wll as Romans. » They acknow* 
M ledged that the true principles of focial life , 
5> laws , agriculture , and fcience ,. which had 
9 been firft invented by the wifdom of Athens , 
53 were now itrmly eftablished by the power of 
^ Rome , under whofe aufpicious influence , the 
^ fierceft barbarians were united . by an equal 
^y government and common language. They affirm, 
9) that With the improvement of arts , the human 
53 fpecies was vifibly multiplied. They celebrate 

the incrcafing fplendour of the cities, the beautiful 
9> face of the country, cultivated and adorned like 
K» an immenfe garden ; and the long feftival of 
55 peace , which was enjoy<id by fo many nations, 
yy forgetful of theiif ancient animofities, and delivered 
55 from the apprehenficfti of future danger/'*. „ 
Whatever fufpicions may be fuggefted by the air 
of rhetoric and declamaeioil, which feems to prevail 
in thefe pa(rages,'the fubftance of them is perfectly 
agreeable to hiftoric truth. 

It was fcarcely poflible that the eyes, of contem* 
poraries should difcover in the public felicity the 
latent caufes of decay and corruption. This long 
peace , and the uniform government of the Romans, 
introduced a slow and fecret poilbn into the vitals 
of the empire. The minds of men were gradually 
reduced to the fame level , the fire of genius was 
extinguished, and even the military fpirit evaporated. 
The natives of Europe were brave and robuft, Spain, 
Gaul , Britain , and lUyrieum , fupplied the legions 
with excellent foldie rs , and conftituted the real 
ilrength of the monarchy. Their perfonal valour 
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remained , but they no longer {>o(re(re(l that public c h ap. 
courage which is nourished by thp love of ^ 
independence , the fenfe of national honour , the 
prefence of danger , and the habit of command. 
They received laws and governors from the will 
of their fovereign , and trufted for their defence 
to a mercenary army. The poftcrity of their 
boldeft leaders was contented with the rank of 
citizens and fubjects. The moft afpiring fpirits 
reforted to the pourt or ftandard of the emperors; 
and the deferted provinces, deprived of political 
firength or union, infenfibly funk into the languid 
indifference of private life. 

The love of letters , almofl; infeparable from peace of gcnios. 
and refinement , was fashionable among the fubjects 
of Hadrian and the Antonines, who were themfelves 
men of learning and curiofity. It was difFufed over 
the whole extent of their empire ; the moft northern 
tribes of Britons had acquired a tafte (or rhetoric; 
Homer as well as Virgil were tranlcribed and 
ftudied on the banks of the Rhine and Danube; 
and the moft liberal rcvrAvds fought out the fainteft 
glimmerings of literary merit "**• The fciences of phy- 
fic and aftronomy were fucce&f ully cultivated by the 
Greeks ; the obfervations of Ptolemy and the 
writings of Galen are ftudied by thofe who have 
improved their difcoveries and corrected, their 
errors ; but df we except the inimitable Lucian , 
this age of indolence paffed away without having 
produced a fingle writer of original genius , or 
who excelled in the arts of elegant compofition. 
The authority of Plato and Ariftotle » of Zeno 
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«Hiip. and Epicurus , dill reigned in the fchools ; and 
^' their fyft^ms , tranfmitted with blind deference' 
from one generation of difciples to another , 
precluded every generous attempt to exercife the 
poNvers , or enlarge the limits, of the human 
mind. The beauties of the poets and orators, 
inftead of kindling a fire like their own, infpired 
only cold and ferviBe imitations : or if any ventured 
to deviate from thofe models , they deviated at 
the fame time from good fenfc apd propriety. On 
the revival of letters , the youthful vigour of the 
imagination, after a long repofe, national emulation, 
a new religion , new languages , and a new world, 
calledforth the genius of Europe. But the provincials 
of Rome, trained by a uniform artificial foreign 
education , were engaged in a very unequal 
competition with thofe bold ancients , who , by 
expreflGng their genuine feelings in their native 
tongue , had already occupied every place of 
honour; The name of Poet was almofl forgotten ; 
that'of Orator was ufurped by the fophifts. A cfloud 
of critics , of compilers , of commentators , darkened 
the face of learning, and the decline of genius was 
foon followed by the corruption of tafte. 
Degenera* The fublime Longinus , who in fomewhat a 
^^' later period , and in the court of a Syrian queen , 

preferved the fpirit of ancient Athens, obferves 
and laments this degeneracy of his contemporaries, 
which debated their fentiments , enervated their 
courage , and deprefTed their talents. )) In the 
9> fame manner , Ikys he , as fome children always 
3) remain pygpaies, whofe infant limbs have been 
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» too clofely confined ; thus our tender minds, chap. 
,5 fettered by the prejudices and habits of a juft °* 
» fervitude, are unable to expand themfelves, or 
9> to attain that well-proportioned greatnefs which 
» we admire in the ancients ; who living under a 
» popular government , wrote with the lame free* 
» dom as they af:tcd.*". j> This diminutive ftature 
of mankind , if we purfue the metaphor , was daily 
finking below the old l]landard , and the Roman 
world was indeed peopled by a race of pygmies; 
when the fierce giants of the north bjoke in , an4 ' 
mended the piltiy breed. They reftor^d a manly 
fpirit of freedom ; and after the revolution of tea 
centuries , freedom became the happy parent of tafte 
and fcience. 
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monarchjr* 



SltttatioA 
of Attgnf- 
tus. 



C H A P. I I L 

Of the Conjlitution of the Roman Empire , in the Age 
of the Antonines. 

X HE obvious dcfinitioti of a monarchy feems 
to be ttftrt Ol a fliatr , in whith d fingle pcrfon , by 
tvhdffecvtr' liditfe be may be diftingiaished , is in« 
tnilied with the execution of the laws, the manage'- 
m^fit of the revenue , and the command of th^ 
drmy. But , unlefi^ public liberty is protected by 
intrepid and vigifant guardians j the authority of 
lb fohaidable-ai magiftrate wilt foon degenerate into 
defpotifm. The influence of the clergy-, in an age 
of fuperftition , might be ufefully employed to 
afTert the rights of mankind ; but fo intimate is 
the connexion between the throne and the altar , 
that the banner of the church has very feldom been 
fceti on the fide of the people. A martial nobility 
and ftubborn commons , pofTefTed of arms , tenacious 
of property, and collected into conftitutional affem- 
blies , form the only balance capable of preferving 
a free conftitution againft enterprifes ofanafpiring 
prince. 

Every barrier of the Roman conftitution hadbeen 
levelled by the vaft ambition of the dictator ;cvery 
fence had been extirpated by the cruel hand of the 
Triumvir. After the victory of Actium , the fate of 
the Roman world depended on the will of Octavia- 
nus , fumamed Cxfar , by his uncl'es adoption , and 
2|fterwards Auguftus , by the flattery of the fepate. 
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The conqueror was at the head of forty-four veteran cm a r 
legions ' , confcious of their own flrength , and of ^ 
the weaknefs of the conftitution , habituated^ 
during twenty years civil war , to every act of 
blood and violence , and paffionately devoted tQ 
the houfe of Caefar, from whence alone they had 
received , and expected , the moft lavish rewards^ 
The provinces, long oppreflcd by the minifteri 
of the republic , fighed for the government of a 
fmgle perfon , who would be the mafter , not the 
accomplice , of thofe petty tyrants. The peoplo 
of Rome , viewing , with a fecret pleafure , the 
humiliation of the ariftocracy , demanded onl)f 
bread and public shows : and were fupplied with 
both by the liberal hand of Auguftns. The rich 
and polite Italians, who had almoft univerfally. 
embraced the philofophy of Epicurus , enjoyed 
the prefent bleflings of eafe and tranquillity, and 
fbfiered not the pleating dream to be interrupted , 

by the memory of their old tumiUtuotis freedom. 
With its power,. the fenate had loft its dignity i 
many of the moft noble families were extinct^ 
The republicans of fphrit and ability had perished 
in the field of battle, or in the profcription. The 
door of the afiembly had been defignedly left open, 
for a mixed multitude of more than a thoufand ' 
perfons, who reflected difgrace upon their rank » 
inft^ad of deriving honour from it *. 

The reformation of the fenate, was one of the HeNfoms 
firft fteps in which Auguftus laid afide the tyrant, **"• ^*»*^«- 
and profefled himfelf the &ther of his country. He 
was elected cenfor ;. shkI , in concert with his faithful 
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chap; Agrippa, he examined the lift of the fenators, 
M- . expelled a few members, whofe vices or whofe 
obftinacy xequired a public example, per&aded 
near two hundred to prevent the shame of an ex* 
pulfion by a voluntary retreat, raifed the qualifi* 
cation ^ a'fenatorto about ten thoufand pounds^ 
created a fuffitiient number of Patrictan families, 
and accepted for himfelf , the honourable title of 
Prince of the Senate , which had always been 
beftowed, bythc cenforf , on the citizen thetnoft 
eminent for his honours and fervices '. But whilft 
he thus reftored the. dignity,* he deftroyed the inde- 
pendence of the .fcnate. The principles of a free 
conftitution arc irfccovcrably 16ft , when the le^&- 
Iktive pow^r is nominated bjr the qxecutivc. 
Refigns V Before anaflembly thus modelled and prepared, 
his ufurp. Auguftus, pronounced a fiudied oration, which 
difplayed his patriotifm , and difguifed his ambi- 
tion, b He lamented, yet excufed, his paft cooh 
9^ diict. Filial piety had required athisjiands the^ 
n revenge of his fathers mmrder; the humanity of 
99 his own nature had fometimes ; given way to 
99 the ftern laws of neceffity , and to a forced con- 
99 nexion with two unworthy colleagues: as long 
99 as Antjony liyed, the republic forbad him to 
99 abandon her to a degenerate Roman , and a 
99: badbarian queen; He was now at liberty to fatisfy 
99 his duty and his inclination. He folcninly reftored 
- 9> the fenate and people to; ali* their ancient rights ; 
93 and wished only to mingle with the crowd of 
99 hlsi fellow citizens , and to share the bleflings 
9» which he had obtained for his^ country *. „ 

It 
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it would require the pen of Tacftus (if Tacitus, chap; 
tiad affifted at this affembly ) to defcribe the various i^* 
emotions of the fenate ; thofe that were fuppreffed, ^' p^vaiu 
and thofe. that were affected. It was dangerous to Wume u 
touft the fincerity of AuguHus ; to fccm to diftruft "■***' ^^* 
it , was ftill more dangerous. The refpective advan- umpttlt 
tages of monarchy and a republic have often divided ^' ^^^*'^ 
fpeculative inquirers ; the pcefent greatnels of ih^ 
Roman ftate « the corruption of manhers , and the 
licence of the foldiers, fupplied.new arguments to 
the advocates of monarchy; and thefe general views 
of government were again warped by the hopes and 
fears of each individual. Amidft this confufion of 
lentiments , the anfwer of the fenate was unanimous 
and decifive. They refufed to accept the refignatioa 
of Auguftus; they conjured him not to defert the 
republic, which he had faved. After a decent re&Ib- 
ance , the crafty tyrant fubmitted to the orders of 
the fenate j and confented to receive the government 
of the provinces » and the general command of the 
Roman armies » under the well-known names oi 
Proconsul and IMP£RAX0R^ But he would 
receive them only for ten years. Even before the 
expiration of that period, he hoped that the wounds 
of civil difcord would be completely healed ^ and 
that the republic , redored to its priftine health and 
vigour, would no longer require the dangerous 
interpofition of fo extraordinary a magiftrate. The 
memory of this comedy ,- repeated feveral times 
during the life of Auguftus , Was preferved to the 
laft ages of the eippire, by the peculiar pomp M^ith 
V0I.L F 
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CHAP, which the perpetual monarclis of Rome always 

MI- folemnized the tenth years of their reign '. 
Power of Without any violation of the principle^ of the 
theRDiiM^ conftitiition , the general of the Roman armies 
might receive and exercife an authority almoft 
defpotic over the foldiers, the enemies, and the 
fubjects of the republic. With regard to the fol- 
diers, the jealoufy of freedom had, even from 
the earlieft ages of Rome , given way to the hopes 
of conqueft) and ^ juft fenfe of military difcipline. 
The dictator , or conful , had a right to command 
the fervice of the Roman youth ; and to punish 
an obitinate or cowardly difobedience by the moft 
fevere and ignominious penalties , by ftriking the 
offender out of the lift of citizens, by coniifcating 
his property , and by felling his perfon into slavery ^. 
The moft facred rights of freedom , confirmed by 
the Porcian and Sempronian laws , were fufpended 
by the military engagement. In his camp the general 
exercifed an abfolute power of life and death ; his 
jurifdiction was not confined by I2iny forms of trial, 
or rules of proceeding , and the execution of the 
fentence was immediate and without appeal *. The 
choice of the enemies of Rome was regularly decided 
by the legislative authority. The moft important 
refoludons of peace and war \V^ere feriously debated 
in the fenate , and folemnly ratified by the people. 
But wheh the arms of the legions Wei'e carried to 
a great diftance from Italy , the generals aflumed 
the liberty of directing them againft whatever 
people, and in whatever manner, they judged 
moft advantageous for t^e public fervice. Ic was 
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from the fuccds, not from the juftice^ of theit thkP. 
cnterprifcs V that they expected the honours of a *^- 
triunaph. In the ufe of victory, efpecially, after 
they were no longer controlled by the catnmit 
fioners ci the fenati^, they exercifed the moft 
unbounded defpotifm. When Pompey commanded 
in the eafl:^ he rewarded his foldiers and allies, 
dethroned princes, divided kingdotns, founded 
colonies , and diftributed the treafures of Mitfan- 
dates* On his return to Rome, he obtained, by 
a fiQgle act of the fenate and people , the univerfal 
ratification of all his proc<ieding^ ^. Such was the 
power over the foldiers , and over the enemies of 
Rome , which was either granted to , or aflumed 
by, the generals of the republic. They werej at 
the fame time , the governors , or rather monarchs, 
of the conquered provinces, united the civil with 
the military character , adnainiftu-ed juftice as well 
as the finances , and exercifed both the execudve 
aiid legislative poWer of the fiate. 

From what has been alread)r obferved iii tke tiefate- 
firft chapter of this work, fome notiotii triay be »2i««s ^^ 
formed of the armies and provinces thus intrufted tor: 
to the ruling hand of Auguftus. But as it Was im- 
poffible that he could perfonaUy command the 
legions of fb many diftant frontiers, he Was in- 
dulged hy the fenate, as Pompey had already been, 
iti the permiiiioil of devolving the execution of 
his great office on a fufficient tilitnber of lieutensldtsi 
In rank and authority thefe dfficers feettied hlait 
inferior to the ancient prdcOtifuis; but iktir Rsitibti 
ii^ dependent and .preca^rit)us;'' They received aiid 
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CHAP, held their commiffions at the will of a (uperior, 
lu* to >vhofe aufpicious influence the merit of their actipn 
was legally attributed **. They were the rcprcfen- 
tatives of the emperor. The emperor alone was 
the general of the republic, and his jurifdiction , 
civil as well as military, extended over all the 
conquefts of Rome. It was fome .latisfaction , 
however , to the fenate , that he always delegated 
his power to the members of their body. The 
Imperial lieutenants ^vere of confular or praetorian 
dignity ; the legions were commanded by fenators, 
and the praefecture of Egypt was the' only impoir 
tant truft committed to a Roman knight. 
Diwfion of Within fix days after Auguftus had been com- 
*to ^'b P^^*^^ ^^ accept fo very liberal a grant , he re>- 
tween the folved to gratify the pride erf the fenate by an cafy 
emperor facrifice. He rcprcfeuted to them , that they had 
enlarged his powers , even beyond that degree 
which might be required by the melancholy con- 
dition of the times. They had not permitted him 
to refufe the laborious command of the armies and 
the frontiers; but he muft infift oh being allowed 
to reftore the more peaceful and fecure provinces, 
to the mild adminiftration of the civil magiftrate. 
In the divifion of the provinces, Auguftus provided ' 
for his owt| power, and for the dignity of the 
repiiblic. The proconfuls of the fenate , particularfy 
thofe of Afia , Gre^ece, and Africa , enjoyed a more 
honourable chai'acter than the lieutenants of the 
emperor, who commanded in Gaul or Syria. The 
former were attended by lictors , the latter by 
ioldien^ A law/ was paifed , that. MrhereVer tke 
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emperor was prefent , his extraordinary commiflioa cif a^p. 
should fuperfede the ordinary jurifdiction of the ^^'* 
governor; a cuflom was introduced, that the new 
conquefts belonged to the Imperial^portion ; and 
it was foon difcovered, that the authority of the 
Prince y the favourite epithet of ^Auguftus, was the 
iatne in every part of the empire. 

In return for this imaginary conceflion, Auguftus The for. 
obtained an important privilege » which rendered "" ^^^' 
him matter of Rome and Italy. By a dangerous miuury 
exception to the ancient tnaxims^, he was autho- command 
hzed to preferve his military command, fupported f^R^V 
by a numerous body of guards , even in time of itfetf. 
peace, and in the heart of the capital. His com- 
mand, indeed , was confined to thofe citizens who 
were engaged in the fervice by the itiititary oath; 
but fuch wa« the propenfity of the Romans to fer* 
Vitude , that the oath was voluntarily taken by the ^ 
magiftrates , the fenators , and the equeftrian order, 
till the homage of flattery was infenfibly converted 
into an anlnual and folemn proteftation of fidelity. 

Although Auguftus confidered a military force conftiiar 
as the firmeft foundation ,. he wifely rejected it, as »n^*n^>"- 
a very odious inftrument of governments It was ^\^tt\ 
more agreeable to his temper , as well as to hi^ 
policy, to reign. under the venerable names of 
ancient magifiracy, and artfully to collect, in his 
own perfon , all the fcaiterW rays of civil jurif- . 
diction. With this view , he permitted the fenatjc 
to confer opon him, for his/life, the powocsi^of 
the confular "and tribunitian offices ^^ 1 which 
were, in the, ikme manner, coatiimied to all. his 

F3 
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CHAP, fucceirors. The confuls bad fuceeeded to the kiQgs 
?^^ of Rome, and reprefcnted^ the dignity of the ftatc. 
They fuperintcnded the ceremonies of religion » 
levied and commanded the legions , gave audience 
to foreign ambafladors , and prefided in the afiem* 
blies both of the fenate and people. The general 
control of the finances was intruded to their care; 
and though they feldom had leifure to admiuifter 
juftice in perfon , they were confidered as the fu- 
preme guardians of law, equity, and the public 
' peace. Such was their ordinary jurifdiction ; but 
^henev^r the fenate empowered the' firft magiftrats 
to confult the fafety of the commonwealth , he 
was raifed by that degree above the laws, and 
exercifed , in the defence of liberty , a temporary 
defpotifm ". The character of the tribunes Was, 
in tvery refpect, different from that of the<:onruls. 
The appearance of the former wis modeft and 
|)umble; but their perfons were facred and invio? 
labie/ Their force was fuited rather for oppofition 
tban for action. They were infiitutedto defend 
the oppreffed, to pardon offences, to arraign the 
^neilsie)5 of the people , and , wfeen they j judged it 
«eceflkry , to ftop ,' by a fingle word , the wh'ok 
inachine of government. As long as the republic 
fubfifted , the dangerous influence , which eithey 
the coriful or the tribune 'might derive from their 
ifefpective jurifdicition, was diminished by feveral 
important reftrictions. Their authority expired 
'<Vith the year in \*rhich they were .elected ; the 
former office was divided betwetn'two, the latter 
'^fupng'ten perfons; and, as both in their private 



Digitized by 



Google 



OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 8^ 

and public intcrcft they were avcrfc to each others chap 
their mutual conflicts contributed , for the mod ™' 
part, to ftrengthen rather than to defti'oy the .. 
balance of the conftltution; But when the confular 
-and tribunitian powers were united, vrhen they ^ 

were vetted for life in a fingle perfon, when the 
general of the army was, at the fame time, th^ 
minitter of the fetlate and the reprefcntative of thie 
Roman people , it was in^poffible to refift the exer- 
cife, nor wa^ il^ eafy to defki^ the limits, of his 
Jmperial prerogative,^ 

To thefe accumulated honours, the policy of imperfai 
Auguftus fbon^addfcd the fpkndid as vrell as im- ll^l^^^' 
portant dignities of fupreme pontiff, and of cebfor. 
By the former he acquired the Management of the 
religion , and by the latter a legal infpectioi^ over 
the roanners'and fortunes of the Roi^an people. If 
ib many diftinct and independent powers did not 
exactly unite with each other,' the complai&nce , 

of the fenate was prepared to fupply every deficiency 
by the moft ample and extrawtiinary conceflions. 
The emperors, as the firft minifters of the republic, 
W'Crc exempted from the obligation and' penalty 
■of many inconvenient laws : they were authorizecl 
to convoke the feUate,^ to make feversil motions 
in the fame day , to recOtrimehd candidates for the 
honours of the ftate, to enlarge the bounds of the 
city , to employ the revenue at their difcretion , to 
declare peac6 and war, to ratify treaties; and by 
a moft compreheAfive claufe , thiefy were empowered 
to execute whatfocvcr they should judge advanta* 
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eHAP. geous to the empife, and agreeable to the majlcRy 

'^- of things private or public , human or divine '*. 
The ma- "When all the various powers of executive go?- 
^\ *^*^*' vcrnment were conimitted to the Imperial mapiftrate^ 
the ordinary, magiftrates of the commonwealth Ian- 
-gqished in .obfcurity , without vigour , and almoft 
without bufinefi,'^ The names and forms of the 
ancient adminiftration were [Mreferved by Auguftus 
with the mod anxious care. The ufual number of 
confuls., praetors, and tribunes '% were annually 
in veiled whith their refpective enfigns of office, 
and continued to difch^rge fom^ of their leaft im- 
portant functions, Thofe honours ilill attracted the 
V vain ambition of the Romans; and the emperors 
themfelves , though in veiled for life with the powers 
of the. confulahip, frequently affMed to the titlp 
of that. annual tlignity, which they condefcended 
40 share with the mod iltuftrious of their fellow^ 
citizens '\ In the ellectionof thtfe magiftrates, the 
people , during, the reign of Auguftus^ were per- 
initted to expofe all the inconveniencies of a ^ild 
democracy. That artful prince, inftead of difco- 
vcring the leaft fymptom of impaftienee, humbly 
iblicited their fuffragcs for himfelf or his friends, 
and fcrupulously practifed all the duties of an ordi* 
nary candidate ''. But we may venture to afcribe 
to his councils , the firft meafure of the fucceediqg 
reign , by wJiich the elections were: transferred to 
the fenate ".The aflemblies of the people were for 
ever abolished , and the emperors were delivered 
from a dangerous ippltitude , who » without rello^ 
ring liberty, might have difturbed, and perhaps 
endangered^ the pftablished government. 
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i By declaring themfclves, the protectors of ttic cKAf. 
people , Marius and Cselar had fubverted the con- ^^™; 
iljcudon of their co^ntry. But as foon as the fenate 
had been humbled and dilarnied , fuch an affembly^ 
confifting of five or fix hundred^ perfon9 ^ ^as found 
a much more tractable and ufeful ipftrument of 
dominion. , It was on the . dignity of the fenate ; 
that Auguftus and his fucce0brs founded their nevr 
empire I and, they afieeted > on every occafion , to 
adopt the language and principle^ of Patricians. 
In the adminiftratipn of their own powei^ , tliey 
frequently coafuUed the great national council , 
zxxAfcemed tp refer .tO:.its decifion the mod import 
tant concerns of peace and war. Rome, Italy, and 
the internal provinces were fubjcct to the imme^ 
diate jurUdicltipn of the fenate. Wijh regard to civil 
objects, it was the fuprenae cotirt pf appeal; with 
regard to criminal matters , a tribunal , cohftituted 
for the trial of all offences that were committed 
by. men in any public ftattion , or that affected the 
pefice and majefty of the Rpipan people. The exer* 
cife of the judicial power became the mpft frequent 
and' ferious occiip^tion of the , fenate ; and the 
important caufes that were pleaded before them, 
afforded a laft refuge tp the ipirit' of ancient elo- 
quence. As a council of ftate, and as a court of 
jul^ice , the fenate pofleffed very coofiderable prero- 
gatives; but in its legislative capacity^ in which 
it waS; fuppofed virtually to r^refent the people, 
the rights of fovereignty were acjcnowledged tp 
refidp in that affembly. Every power was derived 
from their authority, every law was ratified by 
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their fanction; Their regular meetings were held oa 
three ftated days in e vfciy month, the Calends, the No- 
nes , and the Ides. The debates were conducted with 
decent fieedcftn ; and the emperors themfelvies , who 
j^loried ih the name c^fenators, fat, voted, and 
divided with their 'equals. ' . 
To refume, in a few words, the fyftem of th* 
idea of the Imperial government; as it was inftituted by Ati« 
fyftem. guftus , and maintained by thofe princes who un- 
derftood their own intereft and that of the people, 
it may be defined kn abfolute monarchy difguifed 
by the forms of k commonwealth. The mafters of 
the Roman world furroanded their throne with 
darknefs, concealed thbir irrefiftible ftrength, and 
huihbly profeffed themfelves the accountable minif- 
ters of the fenate , whofe fupreme decrees they 
dictated and obeyed '*. 

The face- of the court correfponded with the 
forms of the adihiniftration. The emperors , if 
we except thofe tyrants whofe capricious folly 
violated every law of nature and decency, dtfdai- 
ned that pomp and ceremony which might offend 
their countrymen , but coutd add nothing to their 
real po^yer. In alt the offices of life, they^ affected 
to confound themfelves with their fubjects, and 
maintaiaed with them an equal intercourfe of vifits 
and entertainments. Their habit, their palace^ 
tiheir table. Were fuited only to the rank of an 
opulent fenator. Their family, however numerous 
^ iplendid, was compbfed entirely of their domeftic 
%laves and freedmen **. Augullus or Trajan would 
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have blmj^ed at employing the tneanefl; of the Ro- chap* 
maas in thofe menial offices, ^vhich, in the houfe^ ^« 
hold and bedchamber of a limited monarch , are fo 
eagerly folicited by the proudeft nobles of Britain. 

The deification of the emperors *' is the only Dei£c». 
inftance in which they departed from their accuf- 
tomed prudence and modefty. The Afiatic Greeks 
were the firft inventors , the fucceflbrs. of Alexan- 
der the firft objects , of this fervile and impious 
mode of adulation. It Was eafily transferred from 
the kings to the governors of Afia; and the Roman 
magiftrates very frequently were adored as provin* 
cial deities , with the pomp of altars and temples , 
of feftival^ and facrifices **• It was natural that the. 
emperors should not refqfe what the proconfuls 
had accepted ; and the divine honours which both 
the one and the other received from the provinces , 
attefted rather the defpotifm than the fervitude of 
Rom^. But the conquerors foon imitated the van- 
quished nations in the arts of flattery ; and the 
imperious fpirit of the firft Ceefar tod eaQly con* 
fented to aflume, during his life-time , a place among 
the tutelar deities pf Rome. The milder temper 
of his fucceflbr decline^l fo dangerous an ambition-, 
which was never afterwards revived , except by 
the madnels of Caligula and Domitiail. Auguftofs 
permitted indeed fomeof the provincial cities tb 
erect ^ temples to his honour » on condition that 
tiicy should affociate the worship of Rome with 
that of the fovereign ; he tolerated private fuper- 
ftition, of which he might be the object *'; bttt 
he contented himfelf with being revered by the 
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CHAP, fenate and people iii his human character , and 
^^* wifely left to his fuccefibr , the care of his pubUe 
deification. A regular cuftom was introduced, that 
on the deceafe of every emperor who had neithec 
lived nor died like a tyrant, the fenate by a folemn 
decree should place him in the tiumber of the gods : 
and the ceremonies of his Apotheofis were blended 
with thofe of his funjsraL This legal , and , as it 
should feem , injudicious profanation , fo abhorrent 
to our ftricter principles , was received with a very 
faint murmur ** , by the eafy nature of Polytheifm s 
but it was received as an inftttution , not of religion 
but of policy. We should difgrace the virtues of 
the Antonines, by comparing them, with the vices 
of Hercules or Jupiter. Even the character of CsDur 
6c Auguftus were far fuperior to thofe of the popu- 
lar deities. But it was the misfortune of the fbrmer 
tk) live in an enlightened age , and their actionf 
were too faithfully recorded to admit of fuch a 
mixture of fable and myllery, as the devotion of 
the vulgar requires. As foon as their divinity was 
eftablished by law , it funk into oblivion ^ without 
contributing either to their own fame, or to the 
4igniiy of fucceeding princes. 
Titles of ^^ ^he confideration of the Imperial government-, 
4i^gufiu* vr^ have frequently mentioned the artful founder, 
and Cafgr. ^^j^j. j^j^ vTcll-knowa title of Auguftus , which was 
not however conferred upon him, till the edifice 
was almoft (completed. The obfcure name of Octa- 
vianus, he derived from a mean family, in the little 
town of Aricia. It was ftaiped with the blood of 
the profcription ; and he M^a$ defirous , had it been 
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poflible, to erafe all memory of his former life. chap. 
The illuftrious furname of Caefar , he had a(fumed, - ^^' 
as the adopted fon of the dictator j butif he had too 
much good fenfe, either to hope to be confounded, 
or to wish to be compared, with that extraordiiviry 
man. It was propofed in the fenate , to dignify their 
ninifter with a new appellation : and after a very 
ferious difcuflSon, that of Auguftus was cht>fen9 
among feveral others , as being *the moft expreflive 
of the character of peace and fanctity , which he 
uniformly affected **. Auyujlus "WdiS therefore a per- 
fonal, C^/ar a family diftinction. The former shoul4 ' 
naturally have expired with the prince on whom it 
was beftowed ; and however the latter was diffufed 
by adoption ;3ind female alliance , . Nero was the laft 
prince who could alledge any hereditary claim to the 
honours of the Julian line. But, at the time of his 
death, the practice of a century had infeparably 
connected thofe appellations with the Imperial 
dignity, and they have been prcferved by a long 
fucceflion of emperors, Romans, Greeks, Franks, 
and Germans , from the fall of the republic ta the 
prefent time* A diftinction was, however, foon 
introduced. The facred title of Auguftus was 
always referved for the monarch , whilft the name 
of Gaelar was more freely communicated to his 
relations; and, from the reigh of Hadrian, at leaft, 
was appropriated to the fecond perfon in the (late, 
who was confidertd as t^e prefumpdve heir of 
the empire. 

The tender refpect of Auguftus for a free con- ^^^'^'^ 
flitution which he had defiroyed , can onl]^ be of nug^ 
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CHAP« explained by an attentive confideration of the cha- 
^' racter of that fabde tyrant. A cool head, an unfeeL 
ing heart, and a cowardly difpolition, prompted 
him, at the age of nineteen, to aflume the mask 
of hypocrify , which he never afterwards laid afide. 
With the &me hand , and probably with the fame 
temper, he figned the profcription of Cicero , and 
the pardon of Cinna* His virtues^ and even his 
vices, were artificial f and according to the various 
dictates of his interefl: , he was at firft the enemy , 
and at laft the father, o( the Roman World *^ 
When he framed the artful fyftem of the Imperial 
authority , his moderation was infpired by his fears. 
He wished to deceive the people by an image of 
civil liberty , and the armies by an image of civil 
government. 

Image of L The death of Caelar Was ever before his eyts. 

liberty for jj^ jjj^j lavished Wealth and honours on his adhe- 
rents; but the mod favoured friends of his uncle 
were in the number of the confpirators. The fide- 
lity of the legions might defend his authority againft 
open rebellion ; but their vigilance could Aotfejcure 
his perfon from the dagger of a determined republi- 
can; and the Romans, who revered the memory 
of Brutus ^^ , would applaud the imitation of his 
virtue. Csefar had provoked his fate , as much by 
the often tation of his power, as by his power itfelf. 
The conful or the tribune might have reigned in 
]>eace. The title of king had armed the Romans 
againfl; his life. Auguftus was fenfible that mankind 
is governed by names ; nor was he deceived in bis 
expectation , tha^.the fenate and people would 
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fubmit to slavery , provided they were refpectfully chap. 
aflured, that they ftill enjoyed their ancient free- *«• 
dom. A feeble fenate and enervated people cheer- 
fally acqurefced in the pleafmg illufion , as long as 
it was fupported by the virtue , or even by the pru- 
dence, of the fucceffors of Auguftus. It was a 
motive of felf-prefervation, not a principle of 
liberty 9 that animated the confpiratorsagainft Cali- 
gula, Nero, and Domitian. They attacked the 
perfon of the tyrant , 'Without aiming their blow at 
the authority of the emperor. 

There appears, indeed, o/iflmemorable occafion » Attempt 
in which the fenate ^ after feven ty years of patience , ^ ^^^ ^*- \ 
made an ineffectual attempt to reaffume its long "hTdAth 
forgotten rights. When the throne was vacant by ©fcaiigu- 
the murder of Caligula, the confuls ccwivoked that 
aflembly in the Capitol , condemned the memory 
of the Caefars , gave the watchword liberty to the 
few cohorts who faintly adhered to their ftandard » 
and during eight and forty hours acted as the inde- 
pendent chiefs of a free commonwealth. But while 
they deliberated, the Praetorian guards had refolved. 
The ftupid Claudius , brother of Germanicus , was 
already in their camp , invefted with the Imperial 
purple, and prepared to fupport his election by 
arms; The dream of liberty was at an end; and the 
fenate awoke to all the horrors of inevita|:)le fer«- 
vitude. Deferted by the people, and threatened 
by a military force , that feeble aifembly was com- 
pelled to ratify the choice of the Praetorians, and 
to embrace the benefit of an amnefty , which Claof 
dius had the prudence to offer , and the genccofity 
to obferve *'• 
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CHAP. IL The iofolence of (be armies infpired AuguftdS 
™' with £ears of a ftill more alarming nAure. Thcdef- 
govern- P^^^ of the citizens could only attempt , what the 
mentfor power of thefoldiets was, at any time, able to 
the armies, ^^^g^.^^^^ How pFccarious was his own authority 
over men whom he had taught to violate every 
focial duty ! He had heard their feditious clamour^ ; 
he dreaded their calmer moments of reflection. One 
revolution had been purchafed by immenfe rewards i 
but a fecond revolution might double thofe re-> 
wards. The troops profelTed the fondeft attachment 
to the houfe of Caelar ; but the attachments of the 
multitude are capricious and inconftant. Augufius 
fummoned to his aid, whatever remained in thofe* 
fierce minds, of Roman prejudices; enforced ^he 
rigour of difcipline by the fanction of* law ; and 
interpofrng themajefty of the fenate, between the 
emperor and the army , boldly claimed their alle- 
giance, as thefirft magiftrate of the republic *^ 
Their obe- During a long period of two hundred and twenty 
years , from the eftablishment of this artful fyftem 
to the death of Commodus, the dangers inherent to 
a military government were, in a great meafure, 
fufpended. The foldiers were feldom roufed to that^ 
fatal fenfe-of their own flrength, and of the wcak- 
nels of the civil authority, which was, before and 
afterwards, productive of fuch dreadful calamities. 
Caligula and Domitian were aflaflinated in their 
palace by their own doqaeftics : the convulfions 
which. digitated Rome on the death of the former, 
were confined to the walls of the city. But Nero 
involve4 the whole empire in his ruin. In the fpace 
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df eighteen moriths, fdur princes perished by. the fcHAi*, 
fword ; and the Roman Nvorld was shaken by the ^^ 
fury of the contending armies. Excepting only this 
shorty though violeftt, eruption of military li- 
cence y the two centuries from Auguftus to Gom« 
modus pafled away unftained with civil blood ^ and 
undifturbed by revolutions. The emperor was 
elected by iht authority qfthcfettate and the confcnt of 
thefoldiers ^*; The legions refpected their oath 
of fidelity ; and it requires a mindte infpection of 
the Roman annals to difcover three inconfiderable 
rebellions, which were all fupprefled in a few- 
months , tind without even the hazard of a battle '*• 

In elective monarchies , the vacancy of the throne ^«fiirW- 
is a moment big with danger and mifchief. The tutcistoii 
Rbman emperors j defirdus to fparc the legions that 
interval, of fufpenfe , and the temptation of an irre- 
gular choice , inverted their defigned fucceflbr with 
fo large a share of preG^nt power, as should enable 
him, after their deceafe J to affume the remainder ^ 
iVithout fuffering the empire to perceive the change 
of mailers. Thus Auguftus, after all his fairer prof- ofTibti 
pects hild been fnatched from him by untimely ri»*«* 
deaths , refted his laft hopes on Tiberius , obtained 
for his adopted fon the cenforial and tribunitian 
powers , and dictated a la\v%^ by which the future 
prince was inverted with an authority equal to his 
own , over the proAunces and the armies '*, Thus diiitUL 
Vefpafiari fubdued the generous mind #f his eldeft 
fori. Titus was adoted by the eaftern legions , v^hi^, 
under his command , had recently atchicved the 
conqueft 6f Judsea, His po^er ^a$ dreaded ^ ^d i 
VoL I; Q 
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CHAP, ^5 his virtues were clouded by the intemperance of 
' * youth , his defigns were fufpected, Inftead of liften- 
' ing to fuch unworthy fufpicions , the prudent 
monarch afibciated Titus to the full powers of the 
Imperial dignity ; and the grateful fon ever approved 
himfelf the humble and faithful, miniftdr offo iadul* 
gent a father " ' 

The race The good fenfc of Vefpafian engaged him indeed 
faK*'*and *^ embrace every meafure that might confirm his 
the Fiavi- rcccut and precarious elevation. The military oath ,• 
an family. ^^^ ^^^ fidelity of the troops , had been confecrated , 
by the habits of an hundred years, to the name 
and family of the Caefars : and although that family 
had been continued only by' the fictitious rite of 
adoption , the Romans ftill revered, in the perfon 
of Nero, the grandfon of Germanicus, and the 
lineal fucceflbr of Auguftus. It was not without 
reluctance and remorfe , that the Praetorian guards 
had been perfuadcd to abandon the caufe of the 
tyrant '*. The rapid downfal of Galba , Otho , 
and Vitellius , taught the armies to confider the 
emperors as the creatures of their will, and the* 
inftruments of their licence. The birth of Vefpafian 
was mean; his grandfather had been a private 
foldier, his father a petty officer of the revenue "; 
his own merit had rsfifed him, in an advanced 
age, to the empire; but his merit was rather 
ufeful than shining, and his virtues were difgraced 
by a ftrict IRd even fordid parfimony. Such a prince 
confulted his true intereft by the affociation of a 
fon , whofe more fplendid and amiable character 
might turn the pubhc attention, from the obicure 
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origin, to the future glories of the Flavian houfe. Cil^i^ 
Under the mild adniiniftration of Titus , the "^' 
Roman world enjoyed a tranfient felicity , and his 
beloved memory fefved to protect , above fifteen 
years , the vices of his brother Domitian. 

Nerva had fcarcely accepted the purple from the a. d. 96. 
aflaflins of Domitian , before he difcovered that his Adoption 
feeble age was unable to ftem the torrent of public wcter of 
diforders , which had multiplied under the long Trtjan. 
tyranny of his predeceflbr. His mild difpofitidn 
was refpected by the good; but the degenerate 
Romans required a more vigorous character , whofe 
juftice should -ftrike terror into the guilty. Though 
he had feveral relations , he fixed his choice on a 
ftranger* He adopted Trajan ^ then about forty 
years of age ,. and who commanded a powerful 
army in the Lower Germany ; and immediately , 
by a decree of the fenate , declared him his col- 
league and fucceflbrin the empire ''. It isfincerely A. d. 98 
to be lamented , that whilft ive are fatigued with 
the difguftful relation of Nero's crimes and follies^ v 
We are reduced to collect the actions of Trajan from 
the glimmerings of an abridgment » or the doubtful 
Ughtofapanegyric* There remains, hoiycver^ one 
panegyric &t removed beyond the fufpicion of fiat^ 
tery. Above .two; htmdred and fifty years after the 
death of Trajan , the fenate , in pouring out the 
ibullomary acclamations on the acceflion of a new 
emperor, wished that he might. furpafs the felicity , 
of Auguftus, and the virtue of Tfajan '^. 

We may readily believe,, that the father of hij ^'.\l% 
country heiiUted whether h^ otight to intruft the t«. 
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varibus an^d doubtful character of his kinfman 
Hadrian with fovcreign power. In his laft moments, 
the arts of the emprefs Plotitia either fixed the irrc- 
folutioA of Trajan , or boldly fuppofed a fictitious 
adoption '* ; the truth of which could not be fafely 
difpuled , and Hadrian was peaceably acknowledged 
as his lawful fucceffor. Under his reign, ashasbeto 
already mentioned , the empire flourished in peac^ 
iand profperity. He encouraged the arts , reformed 
the laws , afferted military difcipline , and yifited 
all his provinces in perfon. His vaft and active 
genius was e<)ually fuited to the moft enlarged 
views , and the minute details of civil policy. But 
the ruling palEons of his foul were curibfity and va* 
nity. As they prevailed , and as they were attracted 
by different objects ^ Hadrian was, by tUrns, an 
excellent prince , a ridiculous fophift , and a jealous 
tyrant. The general tenor of hiS' conduct deferved 
|>raife for its equity and moderation. Yet in the firft 
days of his reign, lie put to death four confular 
fenato'rs, his perfonal enemies, and inen who hail 
been judged worthy of empire ; and the tedioufneb 
t>f a painful illnefs rendered him, at laft, peevish 
Und €rueh. The fenate doubted whether they should 
pronounce h^magod-ora tyrant t and the honours 
decreed to his memory were graticed to tiie prayers 
Cff the pious Antoninus "; : , 

The caprice of Hafdrian influenced his chdceof 
H fucceffon After revolving in his mind fevcral men 
of diftinguished merit, whom -he efteemed and 
iiafted , he adopted. £lius Venis ^ a gay and volup- 
tuous nobleman ^ recomniend«d by uncpmoion 
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beauty to the Jovcr of Antinous **. But while chaf. 
Hadrian was delighting himfelf with his own ^'^' 
applaufe , and the acclamations of the foldiers, 
whofe confent had been fecured by an immenfe 
donative, the newCaefar *' was ravished from his 
embraces by an untimely death. He left only one 
fon. Hadrian commended the boy' to tnc gratitude 
of the Antonines. He was adopted by Pius ; and, 
on the accefljon of Marcus , was invefted with an 
equal share of fovereign power. Among the many 
vices of this younger Verus , he poffcffed ane virtue ; 
a dutiful reverence for his wifer colleague , to whon\ 
he willingly abandoned the ruder cares of empire. 
The philofophic emperor diflemble^ his follies , 
lamented his early death , and caft a deceixt veil 
over his memory. 

As foon as Hadrian's paffion was either grati- Adoption 
fied or difappointed , he refolved to deferve the. Anta^r* 
thanks of [jofterity, by placing the moft exalted n«. 
merit on the Romail throne. Hi^ difcerning eye 
cafily difcovcred a fenator about fifty years of 
age, blamelefs in all the offices of life ,^ and a youth, 
of about feventeen , whofe riper years opened the 
fair profpect ofevery virtue ; the^ elder oiE thefjp was 
declared the fon and fucceffor of Hadrian , on con- 
dition, however, that he himfelf should immedi- 
ately adopt the younger. The two Antonines (for 
it is of them that we are now fpeaking) governed a. b, tss. 
the Roman world forty-two* years , with the fame **°- 
invariable fpirit of wifdom and virtue. Although. 
Pius had two fon^ ** , he preferred the welfare o£ 
,Rome to the interelVof his family , gaye his daugU- 



Digitized by 



Google 



pfpius, 



J03 THE DECLINE AND FALL 

PHAP, tcr Fauftina in marriage to young Marcus, ob- 
W' taincd from the fcnatc the tribunitian and procon* 
fular powers, and with a noble difdain, or rather 
ignorance uf jealoufy , afTociated him to all the la^ 
bours of government. Marcus , on the other hand» 
revered the character of his benefactor , loved him 
as a parent, obeyed him as his fovercign *', and, 
after he was no more , regulated his own adminif- 
tration by the example and maxims of his prcde- 
ceffor. Their united reigns are poffibJy the only 
period of hiftory in which the happinefs of a great 
people was the fole object of government. \ 

chawcteu Titus Antonitius Pius has been juftly de\io- 
?iiid reign uiinated a fecond Numa. The fame love of re- 
ligion , juftice , and peace , was the diftinguishing 
characteriftic of both princes. But the fituation of 
the latter opened a much larger field for the cxcr- 
cife of thofe virtues. Numa could only prevent a 
few neighbouring villages from plundering each 
other's har veils. Antoninus dififufed order and 
tranquillity over the greateft part of the earth. 
His reign is marked by the rare advantage of 
furnishing .very few materials for hiftory ; which 
is, indeed, little more than the regifter of the 
crimes, follies,and misfortunes of mankind. In private 
life, Ifit Was an amiable, as well as a good man. 
The native fimplicity of his yirtue was a ftranger 
to vanity or affectation. He enjoyed with modera- 
tion , the conveniencies of his fortune , and the 
innocent pleafures of fociety **; and the benevo- 
lence of his foul difplayed itfelf.in ^ cheerful fc- 
renity of temper* 
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The virtue of Marcus Aurelius Antoninus was chap^ 
of a fevercr and more laborious kind *'. It was ^^ "^•- 
riie well-earned harveft of many a learned confe- ««. 
rence , of many a patient lecture , and many a 
midnight lucubration. At the age of twelve years 
he embraced the rigid fyftem of the Stoicks, which 
taught him to fubmit his body to his mind, his 
paffions to his reafon; to confider virtue as the 
only good , vice as the only evil , all things ex* 
t^rnal, as things indifferent ^^ His meditations , 
compofed m the tumult of a camp , are ftill ex« 
/tant; and he even condefcended to give leflbns of 
philofophy ^ in a more public manner , than was 
perhaps confident with the modefly of a fage, or 
the dignity of an emperor *'. But his life was the 
nobleft commentary on the precepts of Zeno. He 
was fevere to himfelf , indulgent to the imperfection 
of others, juft and beneficent to all mankind. He 
regretted that Avidius Caffius , who excited a 
rebellion in Syria , had difappointed him , by a VO; 
luntary death , of the pleafure of con verting an enemy 
into a friend ; and he juftified the fmcerity of that 
fentiment , by moderating the zeal of the fenate 
againftthe adherents of the traitor *^ War he deteC? 
ted , as the difgrace and calamity of human nature ; 
but when the neceflity of a juft defence called upon 
him to take up arms , he readily expofed bis perfon 
to eight winter campaigns , on th6 frozen banks of 
the Danube , the feverity of which was at lad fatal 
to the weaknels of his conftitution. His memory 
was revered by a grateful pofterity , and above a 
century after his death , many perfons preferved the 
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CHAP, image of Marcus Antoninus , among thofc of their 

^"- houfchold gods '\ 
llappineft If a man were called to fix the period in the hiftory 
of the Ro. Qf the \Yorld , during which the condition of the 
^^^ human race was moft happy and profperous , ho 
would, without hefitation, name that which 'elapf- 
cd from the death of Doroitian to the acceflion of 
Com modus. The vaft extent of the Roman empire 
was governed by absolute power, under the gui- 
dance of virtue and wifdom.The armies were reftrain-^ 
cd by the firm but gentle hand of four fucceffive 
emperors , wlwfe characters and authority com-r 
inahded involuntary refpect. The forms of the civil 
adminiftration were carefully prefer ved by^Nerva , 
Trajan , Hadrian , and the Antonines , who delight* 
cd in the image of liberty , and were pleafed with 
confidering themfelves as the accountable minifters 
of the laws. Such princes defcrvcd the honour of ref- 
toring the republic , had the Romans of their days 
been capable of enjoying a rational freedom, 
jfti pre)pt. The labours of thefc monarchs were overpaid by 
rious na^ |j^g immcnfe reward that infeparably waited on their 
fuccefs ; by the honeft pride of virtue » and by the 
exquifite delight of beholding the general happinefs 
of which they were the authors. A juft , but melan- 
choly reflection]embittered, however, the nobleftof 
human enjoyments. They muft often have recoU 
lee ted the inftability of a happinefs which depended 
on the character of a fingle man. The fatal moment 
was perhaps approaching, when fome licentious 
youth, or fome jealous tyrant, would abufe, to 
the deftructioa , that abfolute power , which they 
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had exerted for the benefit of their people. The ideal chap, 
reftraints of the fenate and the laws might ferve to ^^^ 
difplay the virtues, but could never correct tl^e vices, 
of the emperor. The military force was a blind and 
irrefiftibleinftrument ofoppreffion; and the corrup- 
tion of Roman manners would always fupply flat- 
terers eager to applaud , and minifters prepared to 
ferve , the fear or the avarice , the luft or the cruelty , 
of their matters. 

Thefe gloomy apprehenfions had been already Memory 
juftiiied by the experience of the Romans. The «fTiber^* 
annals of the emperors exhibit a ftrong and various guia, n*?"- 
picture of human nature, which we should vainly ro. and 
feek among the mixed and doubtful characters of 
modern hiftory. In the conduct of thofe monarchs 
we may trace the utmoft lines of vice and virtue ; 
the mofl; exalted perfection, and the meaneft dege-r 
neracy of our own fpecies. The golden age of 
Trajan and the Antonines had been preceded by an 
age of iron. It is almoft fupcrfluous to enumerate 
the unworthy fucccffors of Auguftus, Their unpar- 
alleled vices, and the fplendid theatre on which they 
were acted , have faved them from oblivion. The 
dark unrelenting Tiberius , the furious Caligula , 
the feeble Claudius , the profligate and cruel Nero, 
the beaftly Vitellius '*, and the timid inhuman 
Domitian, are condemned to everlafting infamy. 
During fourfcore years (excepting only the short 
and doubtful refpite of Vefpafian's reign *' ) Rome 
groaned beneath an unremitting tyranny , which 
exterminated the ancient families of the republic, 
and was fatal to almoft every virtue , and every 
talent, that arofein that unhappy period. 
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CHAP. Under the reign of thefe monftcrs, the slavery 
. ^^: of the Romans was accompanied with two peculiar 
miftryof circumftances, the one occafioned by their fornnncr 
the Ro- liberty , the other by their extenfive conquefts , 
der"their' which rendered their condition rtiore completely 
tyrants. ' wretched than that of the victims of tyranny in any 
other age or coumry. From thefe caufes were deri- 
ved, I. The exquifite fenfibility of the fufFerers ; 
and , 2. the impoffibility of efcaping from th^ hand 
of the oppreffor. 
iiifcnfibr- I, When Perfia was governed by the defcendants 
Orientals! ^^ Sefi , a racc of princes , whofe wanton cruelty 
often flained their divan , their table , and their bed , 
with the blood of their favourites , there is a faying 
recorded of a young nobleman , That he never 
departed from the ful tan's prefence, without fatis- 
fyinghimfelf whether his head was ftill on his shoul- 
ders. The experience of every day might almoft 
juftify the fccpticifm of Ruftan **. Yet thq fatal 
fword , fufpended above him by a fingle thread , 
feemn|ot to have difturbed the slumbers , or inter- 
rupted the tranquillity , of the Perfian. The mon* 
arch's frown,, he well knew^ could level him with 
the dud; but the ftroke of lightning or apoplexy 
might be equally fatal ; and it was the part of a wife 
man , to forget the inevitable calamities of human 
life in the enjoyment of the fleeting hour. He was 
dignified with the aippellation of the king's slave ; 
had , perhaps , been purchafed from obfcure pa- 
rents , in a country which he had never known , 
and was trained up from his infancy in the fevere 
difcipline of the feraglio ". His name , his wealth , 
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his honours , were the gift of a niafter , who hiight « e h A p. 
without injuftice , refume what he had bellowed. ^'^ 
Ruftan's knowledge , if he poffeffcd any , could 
onlyferve to confirm his habits by prejudices. His 
language afforded not words for any form of govern- 
ment , except abfolute monarchy. The hiftory of 
the eaft informed him , that fuch had ever been the 
condition of mankind **. The Koran , and the 
interpreters of that divine book , inculcated to him ,, 
that the fultan was the defcendant of the prophet , 
,and the vicegerent of heaven ; that patience was • 
the lirft virtue of a Muflulman , and unlimited 
obedience the great duty of a fubject 

The minds of the Romans were very diff^^rently Know- 
prepared for slavery. Oppreflcd beneath the weight 1*^^ f^^* 
of their own corruption and of military violence , of the Ro- 
they for a long while prefcrved the fentiments, or °^'- 
at leaftthe ideas, of their freebom ianceflors. The 
education of Helvidius and Thrafea , of Tacitus 
and Pliny , was the fame as that of Cato and Cicoro. 
From Grecian philofophy , they had imbibed the 
juftcft and moft liberal notions of the dignity of 
human nature, and the origin of civil fociety. The 
hiftory of theirown country had taught them to revere 
a free, a virtuous,and a victorious commonwealth ;to 
abhor the fuccefsful crimes of Caefar and Auguftus;and 
inwardly to defpife thofe tyrants whom they adored 
with the moft abject flattery. As magiftrates and 
fenators , they were admitted into the great council, 
which hadoncedictatedlaws to the!earth,vhofename 
ftill gave a fanction to the acts of the monarch , and 
whofe authority was fo often proftituted to the vileft 
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CHAP, purpo(*es of tyranny. Tiberius, and thofe emperors 
^^h -who adopted his maxims , attempted to difguife 
their murders by the formalities of juftice , and 
perhaps enjoyed a fecret pleafurc in rendering the 
fenate their accomplice as well as their victim. By 
this affembly , the laft of theRomans were condemn- 
ed for imaginary crimes and real virtues. Their 
infamous accufers affumed the language of independ- 
^ cnt patriots , who arraigned a dangerous citizen 

before the tribunal of his country ; and the public 
• fervice was rewarded by riches and honours ^*. The 
fervile judges profeffed to affert the majefty of the 
commonwealth , violated In the perfon of its firft 
magiftrate ** , whofe clemency they moft applauded 
when they trembled the moft at his incxor^^ble a^d 
* impending cruelty ''• The tyrant beheld their 
bafenefs with juft contempt, and encountered their 
fecret fentiments of dcteftation with fincere and 
avowed hatred for the whole body of the fenate. 
Kxte«t of 11. Thedivilion of Europe into a number of inde- 
pirT iVft pendent ftates , connected , however , with each 
them no Other , by the general refemblance of religion , 
piace^ of language , and manners, is productive of the moft 
beneficial confequences to the liberty of mankind. 
A modern tyrant, who should find no refiftance 
cither in his ownbreaft, or in his people, would 
foon experience a gentle reftraint from the example 
of his equals , the dread of pfefent cenfure , the 
advice. of his allies, and the apprehenfion of his 
enemies. The object of his difpleafure , efcaping 
from the narrow limits of his dominions, would 
cafiiy obtain , in a happier climate , afecure refuge. 
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anew fortune adequate to his merit, the freedom chap^ 
of complaint , and perhaps tlie means of revenge, ^' 
But the empire of the Romans filled the world , and 
when that empire fell into the hands of a fingle. 
perfon , the world became a (afe and dreary prifon 
for his enemies. The slave of Imperial defpbtifm , 
whether he was condemned to drag his gilded chain 
in Rome and the fenate , or to wear out a life oi 
exile on the barren rock of Seriphus , or the frozto 
banks* of the Danube, expected his fote in filent 
defpair *'. To refift was fatal ^ and it was impoffible 
to fly. On every fide he was encompafled with a 
vaft extent of fea and land , which he could nevet 
hope to traVerfe without being di^overed , feized^ 
and reftored to his irritated mafter. . Beyond the 
frontiers « his anxious vie\V could difcover nothing ^ 
iexcept the ocean , inhofpitable defehs , hoftilo 
tribes of barbarians , of fierce manners and unknown 
language , or dependent kings , who would gladly 
purchafe the emperor's protection bjr the lacrifiee 
of an obnoxious fugitive ^\ >, Wherever youare ,; a 
iaid Cicero to the exiled Marcellus , » remembes 
^5 that yoii are equally >^ithin the po^er of the eotk* r 
^ queror !*. jt 
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CHAP. IV. 

^f cruelty , foUies , and murder of Commodus. -^ 
Ekction of Pertinax — his attempts to reform ihtt 
State — his ajfajjination by the Fratorian Guards. 

CHAP, A HE miWncfe of Marcus, which the rigid 

induu difcipline of the Stoics was unable to eradicate » 

gence of formed , at the fame time , th'e moft amiable , and 

*"*• the only defective, part of his character. His excel* 

lent underftanding was often deceived by the 

unfufpecting g^^dntfs of his heart. Artful men^ 

who fiudy the pailions of princes , and conceal 

their own , approached his perfon in the difguife 

of philofophic fanctity , and acquired riches and 

honours by affecting to defpife them '. His escccffivc 

^ . indulgence to 'his. bi^other, his wife, and his foa ^ 

exceeded the bbunds of private virtue , and became 

» public injury, by the example and confequences 

of their vices# 

to his wife '-- Fauftina , the daughter of. Pius and the wife of 

Fauftina} Marcus , has been as much celebjrated for her 

gallantries as for her beauty. The grave fimplicity 

of the philofopher was ill calculated to engage her 

wanton levity , or to fix that unbounded paflion 

for variety , which often difcovercd perfonal merit 

in the meaneft of mankind *. The Cupid of the 

ancients was , in general , a very fenfual deity ; and 

the amours of an emprefs , as they exact on her fide 

the plaineft advances , are feldom fufceptible of 
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much fentimental delicacy. Marcus was the only ichap^ 
Qian in the empire who feemed ignorant or infenfible ^^' 
of the irregularities of Fauftina; which, according 
to the prejudices of every age , reflected fomc 
difgrace on the injured husband. He promoted 
feveral of her lovers to pofts of hohour and profit ' i 
and during a connexion of thirty years , invariably 
gave her proofs of the mod tender confidence , and 
of a refpect which ended not with her life. In hiy 
Meditations , he thanks the gods , who had beftow* \ 

ed on him a wife, fo faithful, fo gentle, and of 
fuch a wonderful fimplicity of manners^. The 
obfequious fenate , at his earneft requeft, declared ^ > 

her a goddefs. She was reprefented in her temples , , 
with the attributes of Juno » Venus , and Ceres ; 
and it was decreed, that, on the day of their 
nuptials , the youth of either fex should pay their 
vows before the altar of their chafte patronefs ^ 

Thc^monftrous vices of the fon have caft a shade to his fon 
on the purity of the father's virtues. It has been Jy""**" 
objected to Marcus , that he facrificed the happinefs 
of millions to a fond partiality for a worthlefs boy ; 
aud that he chofe a fucceflbr in his own family, 
rather than in the republic. Nothing, however^ 
was neglected by the anxious father, and by the 
men of virtue and learning whom he fummoned to 
his affiftance , to expand the narrow mind of young 
Gommodus, to correct his growing vices, and to 
render him worthy of the throne , for which he was 
defigned. But the power of inftruction is feldom of 
touch efficacy, ex<:ept in thofe happy,. difppfition^ 
lyherc it is almoft fupeifluous. The dift^ful lefibi} 
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erf A p. of a grave philofopher was, in a rabment , bbli- 

^^* teratcd by the \vhifper of a profligate favourite; 

knd Marcus himfcif blafted the fruits of this laborired 

education , by admitting his fon , at the age of 

fourteen or fifteen , to a full participation of the 

Imperial pdAver. He lived but four years afterwards ; 

but he lived long etiough to repent a rash incafure , 

which raifed the impetUotis youth above the reftraint 

of reafon and authority. 

Accemon Moft of the crimes whicli diftufb the internal peace 

toeror *"' ^^ fociety , are prodlicecf by the reftraints which the 

Commoi. neceffary, but unequal laws of property , have 

^"' impofedon the appetites of mankind, by confining 

to a few the poffeffion of thofe objects that are 

coveted by many. Of all our paflions and appetites , 

the lovfe of poVv^er is of the ifiioft imperious and 

unfbciable nature , flhce tlie pride df one man 

requires the fubmiflion of the multitudei In the 

iumult of civil difcord, the laws of fociety lofc 

their force , and their place is feldbm fupplied by 

thofe of humanity. The ardor of contention , the 

pride of victory , the defpair of fuccefs , the 

memory of paft injuries , and the fear of future 

I dangers , all contribute to inflame the mind , and to 

filcncc the Voice of pity; Fi-om fuch motives almof): 

every page of hiftory has been ftained <<with civil 

blood; but thefemotivcs will tiot account for the un^ 

J>rovoked crufelties of Gommbdus, Who had nothing 

to wish , and eVery thing tb thjoy. The beloved 

AiD.108. fon of Mai-cus fu'cceeded to his father, amidft the 

declamations of the fcriate and armies * j and ivhen 

be afcended the throne ^ the happy ybuth (aw round 

bim 
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him neither competitor to riemove , nor enemies chap. 
to punish. In this calm elevated ftation , it was ^^^' 
furely natural , that he should prefer the love of 
mankind to their deteftation , the mild glories of 
his iiVe predeceflbrs , to the ignominipus fate of 
Nero , and Domitian. 

Yet Commodus was not , as he has been repre-. Character 
fcnted , a tiger born with an infatiate thirft of of commo- 
human blood , and capable , from his infancy , of 
the roofl; inhuman, actions ^. Nature had formed 
him of a weak , rather than a wicked difpofition. 
His fimplicity, and timidity rendered him the slave 
of his attendants , who gradually corrupted his 
mind. His cruelty , which at firft obeyed the dictates 
of others , degenerated into habit , and at length 
became the ruling paffion of bis foul *. 

Upon the death of his father , Commodus found tte return* 
himfelf embarraffed with the command of a great *** ^**"*** 
army, and the conduct ofadifHcult war againftthe 
Quadi and Marcomanni '. The fervile and profligate 
youths whom Marcus had banished , foon regained 
their ftation and influence about the new emperor* 
They exaggerated the hardships and dangers of a 
campaign in the wild countries beyond the Danube ; 
and tbey affured the indolent prince , that the terror 
of his name and the arms of his lieutenants would be 
fufficient to complete the conqueft of the difmayed 
barbarians ; or to impofe fuch conditions , ail 
were more advantageous than any conqueft. By a 
dextrous applijcation to his fenfual appetites ^ 
they compared the tranquillity , the fplendour ^ the 
refined pleafures of Rome , with the tumult of 
Vol. I. H 
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CHAP, a Pannonian camp, which afforded neither leifure nor 
^^' materials for luxury '*. Goramodus liftened to the 
pleafing advice ; but whilft he hefitated between his 
own inclination , and the awe which he ftill retained 
for his iather's counfellors, the fummer infenfibly 
elapfed, and his triumphal entry into the capital 
was deferred till the autumn. His graceful perfon " , 
popular addrefs , and imagined virtues , attracted 
the public favour ; the honourable peace which he 
had recently granted to the barbarians, diffufed an 
univerfal joy " j his impatience to revifit Rome 
was fondly afcribed to the love of his country; and 
his dilTolute courfe of amufements was faintly con* 
demned in a prince of nineteen years of age. 

During thie three firft years of his reign , the 
forms , and even the fpirit of the old adminiftration 
were maintained by thofe faithful counfellors, to 
whom Marcus had recommended his fon , and for 
whofe wifdom ,and integrity Gommodus ftill 
entertained a reluctant efteem. The young prince 
and his profligate favourites revelled in all the 
licence of fovereign power ; but his hands were yet 
unftained with blood ; and he had even difplayeda 
generofity of fentiment , which* might perhaps have 
ripened into folid virtue ". A fatal incident dficided 
his fluctuating character. 
Is wound- One evening, as the emperor was returning to 
aflaffin" ^^^ palacc through a dark and narrow portico in the 
A. D. 183* amphitheatre '* , an affaffin , who waited his paflage , 
rushed upon him with a drawn fword , loudly 
exclaiming , ,3 The fenate fends you this, j, The 
menace prevented the deed> the aflafCn was feized 
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|)y the guards , and immediately revealed the 
authors of the confpiracy. It had been formed , not 
in the ftatc , biat within the walls of the palace- 
Lucilla, the emperor's filler , and widow of Lucius 
Verus, impatient of the f6cond rank , and jealous 
of the reigning cmprefs , had armed the murderer 
againfl: her brother's life4 She had not ventured to 
communicate the black defign to her fecond husband 
Claudius Fompeianus , a fenatof of diftinguished 
merit and unshaken loyalty; but among the crowd \ 
of her lovers (for 5.he imitated the manners of Fauftida) 
she found men of defperate fortunes and wild arnbi^ 
tion , who were prepared to ferve her more violent j 
as well as her tender paffions* The confpiralors 
experienced the rigor of juftice, and the abandoned 
princefs was punished , firll with exile , and after*, 
wards with death ^\ 

But the words of the affalfirt funk deep into the 
.^^ind of Commodijs , and left an indelible impreffiort 
of fear and iiatred again ft the whole body of the 
fenate. Thofe whom he had dreaded ds importunate 
minifters , he now fufpeeted as fecret enemies. The 
Delators, a rade of men difdouraged, and alraoft 
extinguished, undet the former reigns, again 
became formidable , asfoon Jls they difdovcred thai 
the emperor was defifous of finding difafifectidn aiid 
treafon in the fenat^. That affembly , whomMalrcus 
had ever confidered as the great council of the 
nation i was compofed of the moft diftinguished df 
the Romans ; and diftinction of every kitid foon 
became criminal. The poffefllon of wealth ftimulated 
the diligence of the informers ; rigid virtue implied 
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CHAP* 
IV* 
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a tacit cenftire of the irregularities of Commodus; 
important fervices implied a dangerous fuperiority 
of merit ; and the friendship of the father always* 
enfured the averfion of the fon. Sufpicion was 
equivalent to proof. Trial to condemnation. The 
eicecution of a confiderable fenator was attended 
with the death of all who might lament or revenge 
his fate ; and when Commodus had once tailed 
human blood , He became incapable of pity or 
remorfe. 

Of thefe innocent victims of tyranny, none died 
more lamented than the two brothers of the Quinti- 
lian family , Maximus and Gondianus ; whofe 
fraternal love has (aved their names from oblivion , 
and endeared their memory to pofterity. Their 
fludies and their occupations ^ their puffuits and 
their pleafures , Were ftill the lame. In the enjoy- 
ment of a great cflate , they riever admitted the 
idea of a feparate intereft; fome fragments are now 
extant of a treatife which they compofed in 
common ; and in every action of life it was obferved, 
that their two bodies Were animated by one foul; 
The Antonines , who valued their virtues , and 
delighted in their union , raifed them , in the fame 
year , to the confulship : and MarCus afterwards 
intruded to their joint care , the civil adminiftration 
of Greece, and a great military command , in which 
they obtained a fignal victory over the Germans. 
The kind cruelty of Commodus united them . in 
death **. 

The tyrant's rage , after having shed the noblcft 
blood of the fenate, at length recoiled on the 
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prinqipal inftfument of his cruelty. Whilfl: Com** c h a r. 
zhodus was immerfed in blood and luxury , he ^^' 
devolved the detail of the public bufinefs on Per- 
cnnis ; a fervile and ambitious roinifter, who had 
obtained his poft by the murder of his predeceffor, 
but who poflTeflied a confiderable share of vigour 
and ability. By acts of extortion , and the forfeited 
eftates of the nobles facrificed to his avarice , he 
had accumulated an immenfe treafure. The Prx-^ 
torian guards were under his immediate command; 
and his fon , who already difcovered a military 
genius , was at the head of the Illyrian legions. 
Perennis afpired to the empire 5 or what , in the 
eyes of Commodus , amounted to the fame crime , 
he was capable of afpiring to it, had he not been 
prevented , ' furprifed , and put ta death* The fall 
of a mihifter is a very trifling incident in the general 
hiftory of the empire ; but it v^as haftened by an 
extraordinary circumftance , which proved how 
much the nerves of difcipline x^ere already relaxed. 
The legions of Britain , difcontented with the 
adminidration of Perennis « formed a deputation^ 
of fifteen hundred felect men , with inftructions 
to march to Rome , and-lay their complaints before 
the emperor. Thefe military petitioners , by ^their 
own determined behaviour , by inflaming the divi- 
fions of the guards , by exaggerating the (Irength 
of the British army , and by alarming the fears of 
Commodus , exacted and obtained the minifter's 
death , as the only redrefs of their grievances '^ 
This prefumption of a dift^nt army , and their 
difcovery of the weaknefs of government , wa^ a 
fure prefage of the mod dreadful convulfions. 
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Revolt of 
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The negligence of the public adminiftration was 
betrayed foon afterwards , by a new diforder which 
arofe from the fmallefl; beginnings. A fpirit of 
defertion began to prevail among the troops ; and 
the deferters , inftead of feeking their fafety in flight 
or concealment, infefted the highways. Maternus, 
a private foldier , of a daring boldnefs above his 
ftation , collected thefe bands of robbers into a 
little army, fet open the prifons, invited the slaves 
to affert their freedom, and plundered with impu- 
nity the rich and defencel«fs cities of Gaul and 
Spain. Th^governors of the provinces , who had 
long been the fpectators , and perhaps the partners, 
of his depredations, were, at length, roufed from 
their fupine indolence by the threatening commands 
of the emperor. Maternus found that he was en- 
compaffed , and forefaw that he muft be over- 
powered. A great effort of defpair was -his laid: 
refource. He ordered his followers to difperfe, 
to pafs the Alps|in fmall parties and various dif- 
guifes , and to affcmble at Rome , during the licen- 
tious tumult of the feftival of Cybele '\ To murder 
Commodus, and to afcend the vacant throne, was 
the ambition of no vulgar robber. His meafures 
were fo ably concerted , that his concealed troops 
already filled the ftreets of Rome. The envy of 
an accomplice difcovered and ruined this iinguiar 
entreprife , in the moment when it was ripe for 
execution *^ 

Sufpicious princes often promote the laft of 
mankind from a vain perfuafion , that thofe who 
have no dependence , except on their favour , will 
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have no attachment , except to the perfon of their chap.. 
benefactor. Cleander , the fucceffor of Percnnis , ^^' 
was a Phrygian by birth; of a nation, over whofe 
fiubborn , but feryilc temper, blows only could 
prevail **. He had been fent from his native country- 
to Rome, in the capacity of a slave. As a slave^ 
he entered the Imperial palace , rendered himfelf 
ufeful to his mailer's paffions , and rapidly afcended 
to the.moft exalted ftation which a fubject could 
enjoy. His influence over the mind of Commodtis 
was much greater than that of his predeceffar ; for 
Cleander was devoid of any ability or virtue which 
could infpire the emperor with envy or diftruft. 
Avarice was the reigning paflion of his foul , and His ava. 
the great principle of his adminiftration. The rank ^5"^^" 
of Conful , of Patrician , of Senator , was expofed 
to public (ale ; and it would have been confidered 
as difafFection , if any one had refufed to purchafc 
thefe empty and difgraceful honours with the 
greateft part of his fortune *\ In the lucrative 
provincial employments , the minifter shared with . 
the governor the fpoils of the people. The execu- 
tion of the laws was venal and arbitrary. A wealthy 
criminal: might obtain, not only the revcrfal of the 
fentence by which he was^juftly condemned ; but 
might likewife inflict whatever punishment ha 
pleafed on the accufer , the witnelTes , and the 
judge. 

By thefe means, Cleander, in the fpaee of three 
years, had accumulated more wealth than had ever 
yet been poffeffed by any freedman ". Commodus 
was perfectly latisiied with the magnificent prefents 

H4 



Digitized by. 



Google 



«o THE DECLINE AND FALL 

CH AP^^ ^hich the artful courtier laid at his feet in the moft 
^^* feafonablc moments. To divert the public envy , 
Cleander , under the emperor's name , erected baths, 
porticos, and places of exercife, for the ufe of the 
people '^ He flattered himfelf that the Romans , 
dazzled and amufed by this apparent liberality , 
v^ould be lefs affected by the bloody fcenes which 
were daily exhibited ; that they would forget the 
death of Byrrhus , a fenator to whofe fuperior merit 
the late emperor had granted one of his daughters; 
and that they would forgive the execution of Arrius 
Antoninus , the laft reprefentative of the name and 
virtues of the AntonineSt The fornier, with more 
integrity than prudence, had attempted to difclofe, 
to his brother-in-law, the true character of Cleanden 
An equitable fentence pronounced by the latter , 
vrhen Proconful of Afia , againft a worthlefs creature 
of the favourite , proved fatal to him **. After the 
fall of Ferennis , the terrors of Commodus had, for 
a short time , aflumed the appearance of a return 
to virtue. He repealed the moft odious of his acts, 
loaded his memory with the public execration , 
and afcribed to the pernicious counfels of that 
wicked minifter , aH the errors of his inexperienced 
youth. But his repentance lafted only thirty days; 
and, under Cleander's tyranny , the adn^iniftration 
of Ferennis \yas often regretted. 
Sedition Feftilence and famine contributed to fill up the 

anddeath n,eafurc of the calamities of Rome **. The firft 
der. could be only imputed to the juft indignation of 

A»D.i89, the gods ; but a monopoly of corn, fupported by 
the riches and power of the minifter , ,was qonfi- 
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dered as the immediate caufe of the fecond. The chaPit 
popular difcontcnt, after it had long circulated in 
whifpers, broke out in the affembled circus. The 
people quitted their favourite amufements , for the 
more delicious pleafure of revenge ,( rushed in 
crowds towards a palace in the fubiirbs , one of 
the emperor's retirements , and demanded , with 
angry clamours , the head of the public enemy. 
Cleander , who commanded the Praetorian guards **, 
ordered a body of cavalry to fally forth , and difperfe 
the feditious multitude. The multitude fled with 
precipitation towards the city; feveral were slain, 
and many more were trampled to death : but when 
the cavalry entered the ftreets , their purfuit was 
checked by a shower of ftones and darts from the 
roofs and windows of the houfes. The foot 
guards *' , wh6 had been long jealous of the 
prerogatives and infolence of the Praetorian cavalry, 
embraced the party of the people. The tumult 
became a regular engagement , and threatened a 
general maffacre. The Praetorians , at length, gave 
way , oppreffed with numbers ; and the tide of 
popular fury returned with redoubled violence 
againft the gates of the palace , where Commodus 
lay, diffolved in luxury, and alone unconfcious 
of the civil war. It was death to approach his 
perfon with the unwelcome news. He woul^d have 
perished in thi^ fupine fecurity, had not two women, 
his elder fiftcr Fadilla , and Marcia , the moft 
favoured of his concubines, ventured^ to break 
into his prefcnce. Bathed in tears , and with 
dishevelled hair, they threw themfclves at his feet; 
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.CHAP, and with all the preffing eloquence of fear, difco« 
^^* vered to the affrighted emperor , the crimes of the 
minifter ^ the rage of the {>eople , and the impending- 
ruin , which , in a few minutes , would burft over 
his palace and perfon. Gommodus fiarted from his 
dr«am of pleafure , and commanded that the head 
of Cleander should be thrown out to the peop^e. 
The defired fpectacle inftantly appeafed the tumult ; 
and the fon of Marcus might even yet have regained 
the affection and confidence of his fubjects *'. 
Diffoiute But every fentiment of virtue and humanity was 
pieafiircs cxtiuct in the mind of Commodus. Whilflhethus 
modus!" abandoned the reins of empire to thefe unworthy 
favourites , he valued nothing in fovereign power, 
except the unbounded licence of indulging his fen- 
fual appetites. His hours were fpent in a feraglia 
of three hundred beautiful women , and as many 
boys , of every rank , and of every province ; and, 
wherever the arts of feduction proved ineffectual , 
the brutal lover bad recourfe to violence. The 
ancient hiflorians ** have expatiated on thefe 
abandoned fcenes of proflitution , which fcorned 
every reftraint of nature or modefty ; but it would 
not be eafy to translate their too faithful defcriptions 
, into the decency of modern language. The intervals 
of luft were filled lip with the bafeft amufements. 
His igno. The influence of a polite age , and the labour of 
lance and ^u attentive education , had never been able to 
ow ports, jjjfyfg j^^Q j^jg xuAt and brutish mind , the leaft 
tincture of learning ; and he was the firfl of the 
Roman emperors totally devoid of tafte for the 
pleafures of the underflanding. Nero himfelf excel- 



Digitized by 



Google 



OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 113 

led, or' affected to excel, in the elegant arts of CttAF. 
mufic and poetry ; nor should we defpife his purfuits, '^' 
had he not converted the pleafing relaxation of a 
leifure hour into the ferious bufinefs and ambition 
of his life. ButCommodus, from his earlieft infancy^ 
difcovered an avcrfion to whatever was rational or 
liberal , and a fond attachment to the amufements 
of the populace; the fports of the ^circus and am- 
phitheatre , the combats of gladiators , and the 
hunting of wild beads. The mailers in every branch 
of learning , whom Marcus provided for his fon , 
were heard with inattention and difguft; whilft 
the Moors and Parthians , who taught him to dart 
the javelin and to shoot with the bow , found a 
difciple who delighted in his application , and foon 
equalled the mofl; skilful of his inftructors, in the 
fteadinefs of the eye, and the dexterity of the band. 

The fervile crowd , whofe fortune depended on Hunting 
their made? s vices, applauded thefe ignoble purfuits. ®^ ^^^ 
The perfidious voice of flattery reminded him, 
that by exploits of the fame nature , by the defeat 
of the Nemaean lion, and the slaughter of the wild 
boar of Erymanthus, the Grecian Hercules had 
acquired a place among the gods , and an immortal 
memory among men. They only forgot to obferve, 
that , in the firft ages of fociety , when the fiercer 
animals often difpute with man thepoffeffion of an 
unfettled country , a fuccefsful war againfl; thofc 
favages is one of the moft innocent and beneficial 
labours of heroifm. In the civilized ftate of the 
Roman empire , the wild beafts had long fmce 
retired from the face of man , and the neighbourhood 
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c H A p. of populous cities. To furprlfe them in their folitary 
^^* Jiaunts , and to tranfport theip to Rome , that they 
might b^ sUin in^pomp by the hand of an emperor^ 
was an enterprife equally ridiculous for the prince, 
and oppreffive for the people *\ Ignorant of th^fe 
diftinctions, Comn^odus eagerly embraced the glo- 
rious refemblance , and ftiled himfelf ( as \ye fiill 
read on his medals " ) the Roman Hercules. The club 
and the lion's hide were placed by the fide of the 
throne , araongft the enfigns of fovereignty ; and 
ftatues were erected, in which Commodus was 
represented in the character , and with the attributes, 
of the god , whofe valour and dexterity he endea- 
voured to emulate in the daily courfe of his feroci>- 
pus amufements '*. 
commo- J Elated with thefe praifes , which gradually 
dus dif- extinguished the innate fenfe of shame, Commodus 
skill in the refolvcd to exhibit , before the eyes of the Roman 
amphithe- people, thofc cxcrcifcs , which till then he had 
decently confined within the walls of his palace , and 
to the prefence of a few favourites. On the appointed 
day, the various motives of flattery, fear, and 
curiofity ,, attracted to the amphitheatre an innume- 
rable multitude of fpectatdrs; and fome degree of 
appiaufe was defervedly bellowed on the uncommon 
skill of the Imperial performer. Whether he aimed 
at the head or heart of the animal , the wound was 
alike certain and mortal. With arrows , whofe point 
was shaped into the form ofacrefcent, Commodus 
often intercepted the rapid career , and cut afunder 
the long bony neck of the oftrich — . A panther 
was let loofe : and the archer waited till he had 
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leaped upon a trembling malefactor. In the fame cilAft 
inftant the shaft flew , the beaft dropt dead , and ^^' 
the man remained unhurt. The dens of the amphi« 
theatre difgorged at once a hundred lions ; a hundred 
darts from the unerring hand of Commodus laid them 
dead as they ran raging round the Arena. Neithet 
the huge bulk of the elephant , nor the fcaly 
hide of the rhinoceros , could defend them from 
his flroke. JEthiopia and India yielded theit 
moft extraordinary productions ; and feveral 
animals were slain in the amphitheatre, which 
had been fecn only in theVeprefcntations of art, 
or perhaps of fancy ^*. In all thefe exhibitions > 
the fecureft precautions were ufed to protect 
the perfon of the Roman Hercules from the defperate 
fpringof anyfavage/; who might poffibly difregard 
the dignity of the emperor , and the fanctity of the 

But the meaneft of the populace were affected Actf a|is a 
with shame and indignation when they beheld their s^<***'»*^- 
fovereign enter the lifts as a gladiator , and glory iri 
a profeflion which the laws and manners of the 
Romans had branded with the jufteft note of infamy 
*'. He chofc the habit and arms of the Secutor., 
whofe combat with the Retiarius formed one of th* 
moft lively fcencs in the bloody fports of the amphi«* 
theatre. The Secutor was armed with an helmet, 
fword, and buckler; his naked antagonift had only 
a large net and a trident ; with the one he ehdeavour** 
cd to entangle, with the other to difpatch, hii 
enemy. If he mifled the firft throw, he was obliged 
to fly from the pursuit of the &aHor^ till he had 
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OH A P. prepared his net for a fecond caft '^ The emperor 
^^' fought in this character feven hundred and thirtyfive 
feveral times. Thcfe glorious atchievements were 
carefully recorded in the public acts of the empire; 
^ and that he might omit no circumdance of infamy , 
he received from the common fund of gladiators, a 
(lipend fo exorbitant, that it became a new and 
mod ignominious tax upon the Roman people '*« It 
may be eafily fuppofed , that in thefe engagements 
the mailer of the world was always fuccefsful : in 
f the amphitheatre his victories were not often 
fanguinary ; but when he exercifed bis skill in the 
fchool of gladiators, or his own palace, his 
wretched antagonifts were frequently honoured with 
a mortal wound from the hand of Commodus , and 
H!fl infa. obliged to feal their flattery with their blood '*. He 
my and ^^^^ difdaiucd the appellation of Hercules. The 
csuice. name of Paulus, a celebrated Secutor, was the 
duly one which delighted his ear. It was infcribed 
on his coloifal ftatues , and repeated in the redoubled 
acclamations ^''. of the mournful and applauding 
fenatc *'. Claudius Fompeianus, the virtuous 
husband of Lucilla , was the only fenator who 
aflerted the honour of his rank. As a father , he 
permitted his fons to confult their fafety by attending 
the amphitheatre. As a Roman , he declared , that 
his own life was in the emperor's hands, but that 
he would never behold the fon of Marcus proftituting 
his perfon and dignity. Notwithftanding his manly 
refolution , Fompeianus efcaped the refentmeot of 
the tyrant, and, with his honour ^ had the good 
:fort«fle to ^eferve.his life^ *% 
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Gomniodus had now attained thefummit of vice 
and infamy. Araidft the acclamations of a flattering 
court, he was unable todifguifc, from himfelf, 
that he had defervcd the contempt and hatred of 
every man of fenfe and virtue in his empire. His 
ferocious fpirit was irritated by the confcioufnefs of 
that hatred, by the envy of every kind of, merit, by 
the juft apprehenfion of danger , and by the habit 
of slaughter, which he contracted in his daily, 
amufements. Hiftory. has preferved a long lift of 
confular fenators facriiiced to his wanton fufpicion , 
which fought out , with peculiar anxiety , thofe 
unfortunate perfons connected , however remotely, 
with the family of the Antonines, without fparing 
even the minifters of hisjcrimes or pleafures *'. His 
cruelty proved at laft fatal to himfelf. He had shed 
with impunity the nobleft blood of Rome : he 
perished as foon as he was dre^ided by his own 
domeftics. Marcia , his favourite concubine ^ 
Eclectus his chamberlain, andLsetushis Praetorian 
praefect , alarmed by the fate of their companions and 
predece(rors,refolved to prevent thedeftruction which 
every hour hungover their heads,either from the mad 
caprice of the tyrant , or the fudden indignation of 
the people. Marcia feized the occafion of prefenting 
a draught of wine to her lover , after he had fatigued 
himfelf with hunting fome wild beafts. Commodus 
retired to sleep; but whilft,he was labouring with the commo. 
cflFects of poifon and drunkennefs , a robuft youth , ^"*' 
by profeflion a wreftler , entered his chamber , and gift De- 
ftrangled him without refiftance. The body was «""*>«• 
fccretly conveyed out of the palace , before thcf leaft 
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CHAP, fufplcion was entertained in the city , or even in the 
^^' court, of the emperor's death. Such was the fate of 
the fon bf Marcus , and fo eafy was it to deftroy a 
hated tyrant, who, by the artificial powers of 
government, hadj oppreffed , during thirteen years, 
fo many millions of fubjects, each of whom was 
equal to their mailer in perfonal flrength and per- 
fonal abilities **. 
Choice of The meafures of the confpirators were conducted 
foVem^^. ^^^^ ^^^ deliberate coolnefs and celeriiy which the 
tor, .greatnefs of the occafion required. They refolved 

inftantly to fill the vacant throne with an emperor, 
whofe character ^youId juftify and maintain the action 
that had beeacomthitted. They fixed on Pertinax, 
praefect of the city , an ancient fenator of confular 
rank , whofe confpicuous merit had broke through 
the obfcurity of his birth , and raifed him to the 
firft honours of the ftate.He had fucceffively goverr\pd 
moft of the provinces of the empire ; and in all 
his great employments, military as well as civil, 
he had uniformly diftinguished himfelf by the 
firmnefs , the prudence, and the integrity of his 
conduct **. He now remained almoft alone of the 
friends and minifters of Marcus ; and when , at a 
late hour of the night , he was awakened with 
the news , that the chamberlain and the praefect 
were at his door, he received them with intrepid 
refignation , and defired they would ej^ecute their 
^ mafter's orders. Inftcad of death , they offered him 

the throne of the Roman world. During fome 
moments he diftrufted their intentions and aifurancea. 
Convinced at length of the death of Commodus, 

he 
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he acfcepted the purple -with a finccre reluctance, chap: 
the natural effect of his knowledge both of thtf ^^' 
duties and of the dangers of the fi^reitie rank **i 

Lsetus conducted without delay his new emperCT He is kt^ 
to the catti^ of the Praetorians , diffufing at the ^^^^^^'^^' 
fame time through the city a feafonable report Pr«toriaii 
that Commodus died fuddenly of an apoplexy j s^irdsj 
and that the virtuous Pertinax had alr^dy fucceeded 
to the throne. The guards were rather furprifed 
than pleafed \^ith the fufpicious death of a prince , 
whofe indulgence and liberality they alone had 
experienced ; but the emergency of the occafion , 
the authority of their prefect , the reputatioO' of 
Pertinax, and the clamours of the people , obliged 
them to flifle their fecret difcontetits , to accept 
the donative propaifed of the iiew eitiperor , td 
fWear allegiance tohini, and with joyful acclariiatibirt 
and laurels in their hands to conduct him to the 
fenate-houfe ^ that the military cotifent might be 
ratified by the civil authority. 

This important night was noW far fpettt } With ^i by tii« 
the daWn of day , and the cbmmencemeht of the ^"*"- 
new year j . the fenators expected a fumitioils to ni j*atf«.' 
attend art ignominious ceremony. In fpite tjf all «y- 
remonftrances , even of th6fe of his creatures, whor 
yet prefcrv^d any regard for prudence or decency j 
Gotnmodus had refolved to pafe the night in the* 
gladiator^s fchool , and from thence td take poffefliort "^ 
of the confulship, ip the habit and with the attendance 
df that infamous creW. Oil a fudden , before the 
break of day , the fenate was /called together Iri 
the temple of Concord » to lAeet the guards ;i and 
Vol.1. I 
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to ratify the election of a new emperor. For a 
few minutes they lat in filent fufpence , doubtful 
of their unexpected deliverance » and fufpicious of 
tke cruel artifices of Commodus ; but when' at 
length they Nvere aflured that the tyrant was no 
more , they refigned themfelves to all the tranfports 
of joy and indignation. Fertinax, who modeftly 
reprefented the meannefs of his extraction , and 
pointed out feveral noble fenators more defcrving 
than himfelf of the empire, was conftrained by 
their dutiful violence to afcend the throne, and 
deceived all the dtles.of linperial power , confirmed 
by the mdft fincere Vows of fidelity. The memory 
of Commodus was branded with eternal infamy. 
The names of tyrant , of gladiator , of public enemy, 
refounded in every corner of the houfe. They 
decreed in tumultuous votes , that his honours 
should be reverfed ^ his titles erafed from the public 
monuments, hi^ (tatues thrown down , his bodyi 
dragged with a hook into the fldppingroom of 
the gladiators ,^ to fatiate the public fury; and 
they expreffed fome indignation againft; thofe 
officious fervants who had already prefumed to 
fcreen his remains from the juflice of the fenate. 
But Fertinax could not ref^fe thofe lafl rites to 
the memory of Marcus , apd the tears of his firfl 
protector Claudius Fompcianus , who lamented 
the cruel fate of his brother-in^aw , and lamented 
flill more that he had deferved it *^ 

Thefe effufions of impotent rage againft a dead 
emperor, whom the fenate had flattered when alive 
with the moft abject fervility , betrayed a jufl but 
ungenerous fpirit of revenge. The legality of thcfc 
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decrees was however fupported bjr the principles 
of the Imperial conftitution. To cenfure , to depofe , 
or to punish with«death, the firfl; magiftrate of 
the republic, who had abufed his delegated truft^ 
was the ancient and undoubted prerogative of the 
Roman fenate ** ; but that feeble affembly was 
obliged to content itfelf with inflicting on a fallen 
tyrant that public ju(^ice, from which , during his 
life and reign, he had been shielded by the ftrong 
arm of military defpotifm. 

Pertinax found a nobler way of condemning his 
predeceffor's memory; by the contraft of his own 
virtues , with the vices of Commodus. On the day 
of his accellion , he refigned over to his wife and 
fon his whole private fortune ; that they might have 
no pretence to folicit favours at the expence of the 
ftate. He refufed to flatter the vanity of the former 
with t^e title of Augnfta ; or to corrupt the inex* 
perienced youth of the latter by the rank of Caefar. 
Accurately diftinguishing between the duties of a 
parent and thofe of a foverbign, he educated his fozi 
with a fevere fimplicity , which , while it gave him 
no aflured profpect of the throne, might in time have 
rendered him worthy of it. In public, the behaviour 
of Pertinax was grave and affable. He lived with the 
virtuous part of the fenate ( and in a private ftation, 
he had been acquainted with the true character of 
each individual), without either pride or jealoufy; 
confidered them 'as friends and companions , with 
whom he had shared the dangers of the tyranny , 
and with whom he wished to enjoy the fecurity of 
the prefent time. He very frequently invited them 
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CHAP, to fkmiliar entertainments, the frugality of which 

^^' was ridiculed by thofe , who remembered and 

regretted the luxurious prodigality of Com- 

modus *^. 

He endfa. To heal , as far as it was poflible , the wounds 

vours to inflicted by the hand of tyranny, was the pleafing, 

ft/u^^*** but melancholy , task of Pertinax. The innocent 

victims , who yet furvived , were recalled from 

exile , releafed from prifon , and reftored to the 

full poffeffion of their honours and fortunes. The 

' unburied bodies of murdered fenators (for the 

cruelty of Commodus endeavoured to extend itfelf 

beyond death) were depofited in the fepulchres of 

their anceftors ; their memory was juftified ; and 

every confolation \^as bellowed on their ruined and 

afflicted families. Among thefe confolations, one 

of the moft grateful was the punishment of the 

Delators ; the common enemies of their mafter , 

of virtue , and of their country. Yet even in the 

inquifition of thefe legal aflaflins , Pertinak proceeded 

with a fteady temper , which ^ve every thing to 

. juftice , and nothing to popular prejudice and 

refentment. 

His resu. The finances of the ftate demanded the moft 

Utions . vigilani care pf the emperor. Though every meafure 

of injuftice and extortion had been adopted , which 

could collect the property of the fub|ect into the 

coffers of the prince ; the rapacioafnefs clCommodus 

had been fo very inadequate to his extravagance, 

that , upoq his death , no more than eight thoufand 

pounds were found in the e^haufted treafury '% 

to defray the current expences of government , and 
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to difcharge the prefling demand of a liberal chap. 
donative, which the new emperor had been obliged '^' 
to promife to the Praetorian guards. Yet under thefe 
diftreffed circumftances , Pertinax had the generous 
firmnefs to remit all the opprefiive taxes invented 
by Commodus , and to cancel all the unjuft claims 
of the treafury ; declaring , in a decree of the fenate, 
„ that he was better fatisfied to adminifter a poor 
>j republic with 'innocence , than to acquire riches 
,> 1>y the ways of tyranny and dishonour. » Oeco- 
nomy and induftry he confidered as the pure and 
genuine fources of wealth ; and from them he foon 
derived a copious fupply for the public neceffities. 
The expence of the houfehold was immediately 
reduced to one half. All the inilruments of luxury, 
Pertinax expofed to public auction/' gold^and filver 
plate , chariots of a fingularconftruction, a fuper- 
fluous wardrobe of filk and embroidery , and a great 
number of beautiful slaves of both fexes ; excepting 
only, with attentivehumanity,thofe who were born in 
a ftate of freedom , and had been ravished from 
the arms of their weeping parents. At the fame time 
that he obliged the worthlefs favourites of the ' 
tyrant to refign a part of fheir ill-gotten wealth, 
he fatisHed the juft creditors of the ftate , and ^ 
unexpectedly difcharged the long arrears of horiefl * ^ 
fervices. He removed the oppreflGve reftridSons 
which had been laid upon commerce , and granted 
all the uncultivated lands in Italy and the pro- 
vinces , to thofe who would improve them ; with 
an exemption from tribute, during the term often 
years '*. 

Is • 
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CHAP* Such an uniform conduct had already fecured to 
'^- Pcrtinax the nobleft reward of a fovcreign , the 

JUrity!*^"' love and cfteem of his people. Thofewho remem- 
bered the virtues of Marcus were happy to contem- 
plate in their new emperor the features of that 
bright original ; "and flattered themfelv^s , that they 
should long enjoy the benign influence of his 
adminiftration* A hafty zeal to reform the corrupted 
{late , accompanied with lefs prudence than might 
have been expected from the years and experience 
I of Pertinax , proved fatal to ^himfelf and to his 

country. His honefl itidifcretion united againft him 
the fervile crowd , who found their private benefit 
in the public difqrders , and who preferred the 
favour of a tyrant to the inexorable equality of the 
laws ". 

Difcontent Amidft the general joy , the fullen ancf angry 

*toriJiiw'* countenance of the Praetorian guards l^etrayed their 
inward diflatisfaction. They had reluctantly 
fubmitted to Pertinax; they dreaded the ftrictnefe 
of the ancient difcipline , which he was preparing 
to reftore ; and they regretted the licence pf the 
former reign. Their difcontents were fecretly 
fomented by Lxtus their prxfect , who found , when 
4: it was too late , that his new emperor would reward 
^*a fftrvant, but woul^ not be ruled by a favourite, 
On^e third day of his reign the foldiers feized on 
anoljie fenator, yrith a defign to carry Him to the 
camp, and to invefthini with the Imperial purple. 
Inftead of being dazzled by the dangerous honour , 
the af&ighted victim efcaped from their violence , 
and took^ refuge at the fipet of Pertinax* A short 
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time afterwards Sofius Fallco , one of the confuls of chap. 
the year , a rash youth '* , but of an ancient and ^ confpi. 
opulent family, liflened to the voice of ambition ; racy pre- 
and a confpiracy. was* formed durine a short ab- ^^"^**' 
fence of Pertinax, which was crushed by his fud- 
den return to Rome , and his refolute behaviour. 
Falco was on the point of being juftly condemned 
to death as a public enemy , had he not been fayed 
by the earneft ^hd fmcere entreaties of the injured 
emperor; who conjured the fenatj^, that the purity 
of his reign might not be ftained by the blood eve/i 
of a guilty fenator. 

Thcfe difappointments fcrved only to irritate the 
rage of the Praetorian guards. On the twenty-eighth 
of March , eighty-fix days only after the death of Praetori. 
Commodds, a general fedition brojce out in the *"^' 
camp, which the officers wanted either power or 
incli;iation to fv^pprefs. Two or three hundred of 
the mod defperate foldiei's marched at noon-day , 
with arms in their hands and fury in their looks, 
towards the Imperial palace. The gates were thrown 
open by their companions upon guard; and by 
the domeftics of the old court , who had 'already 
formed a fecret confpiracy againft the life of the too 
virtuous emperor. On the news of their approach , 
Pertinax, difdaining either flight .or concealment, 
advanced to meet his affaflSns ; and recalled to their 
minds his own innocence , and the^anctity of their 
recent oath. For a few moments they ftood in 
filenf fufpenfe , ashamed of their atrocious defign , 
and awfd by the venerable afpect and majeftic 
firmnefs of their fovereign, (ill at length the defpair 
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CHAF. of pardon reviving their fury, a barbarian of the 
'^- country of Tongrcs ". levelled the firft blow 
againft Pertinax, who was inf^antly difpatched 
with a multitude of wounds. His head fejiarated 
from his body , and placed on a lance , was carried 
in triumph to the Frxtorian camp, in the fight 
of a mournful and indignant pibople, who lament- 
ed the unworthy fate of that excellent prince, 
and the tranfient bleffings pf a reign , the memory 
of which could ferve only to aggravate their gfh 
proachipg misj^rtunes -^. 
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CHAP. V. 

fublic Sale pf the Ernpire to Didius Jidianm by the 
Frdtorian Gufords. — 0odius Albinus in Britain\ 
Pefcennius Niger in Syria , and Scptimius Severuf 
in Pannonia , declare agqinji the Murderers cf • 
Pertinax. — Civil Wars and Victory of Severus 
ever his^ three Rivabr — Relaxation of DifcipUne. 
— ^(ffu; Maxims of Government^ 

X HE power of the fword is more fenfibly felt c rap. 
in an extenfive monarchy, than in a fmall community. ^ p^j^X^joa 
It has been calculated by the ableft politicians, of the mi- 
that no ftatc, without being foon cxhaufted, can |?^**JJ^ ^^ 
maintain above the hundredth part of its members the« num. 
in arms and idlenefs. But although this relative ^*^®^*^* 
proportion may be uniform , the influence of 
the army over the reft of the fociety will vary 
according to the degree of its pofitive ftrength. 
The advantages of military fcience and difcipline 
cannot be exertedL, unlefs a proper number of foldiers 
are united into one body , and actuated by one 
foul. With a handful of men , fuch an union would 
be ineffectual , with an unwieldy hoft, it would 
be impracticable ; and the powers of the machine 
would be alike deftroyed by the extreme minutenefs, 
or the exceffive weight , of its fprings. To illuftrate 
this obfervation we need only reflect , that there 
is no fuperiority of natural ftrength , artificial 
weapons, or acquired skill, which could enable 
one man to keep in conftant fubjection one hundred 



people. 
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CHAP, of his fellow-creatures : the tyrant of a fingle town , 

^' or a fmall diftrict , would foon difcover that an 

hundred armed followers were a weak defence againfl: 

ten thoufand pcafants or citizens; but an hundred 

thoufand well-difciplined foldiers will command, 

with defpotic fway , ten millions of fubjects ; and 

a body of ten or fifteen thoufand guards will ftrikc 

terror into the moft numerous p(opulace that ever 

crowded the ftreets of an immenfe capital. 

The Prae- The Praetorian bands, whofe licentious' fury was 

guards, ^^^ ^^^ fymptom and caufe of th? decline of the 

Roman empire , fcarcely amounted to the laft 

Their in. mentioned number '. They derived their inftitutlon 

ftitution. f,.Qj^ Auguftus. That crafty tyrant , fenfible that 

laws might colour, but that arms alone could 

maintain,his ufurped dominion^had gradually formed 

this powerful body of guards in conftant readinefs 

to protect his perfon , to awe the fenate , and either 

to prevent or to crush the firft motions of rebellion. 

He diftinguished thefe favoured troops by a double 

pay, and fuperior privileges; but, as their formidable 

afpect would at once have alarmed and irritated 

the Roman people , three cohorts only were Rationed 

in the capital ; whilH: the remainder was difperfed 

Their in the adjacent town« of Italy '. But after fifty 

ewnp- years of peace and fervitude , Tiberius ventured 

on a decifive meafure, which for ever rivetted 

the fetters of his country. Under the fair pretences 

of relieving Italy fi-om the heavy burthen of military 

quarters , and of introducing a flricter difcipline 

among the guards , he aflcmbled them at Rome , 

in a permanent camp ' , which ws^s fortified with 
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skilful care * , and placed on a commanding {icuation% 
Such formidable fervants arc always neceffary, 
but often fatal to the throne of defpotifm. By 
thus introducing the Praetorian guards as it were 
into the palace and the fenate , the emperors taught 
them to perceive their own ftrcngth , and the 
vreaknefs of the civil government ; to vieyr the 
vices of their mailers with familiar contempt , 
and to lay afide that kevprential awe , which diltancc 
only j and myftery , can preferve , towards aa 
imaginary power. In the luxurious j^lenefs of an 
opulent city, their pride was nourished by the 
fcnfe of their irrefiftible weight ; nor was it poflfible 
to conceal from them , that the perfon of the 
fovereign, the authority of the fenate, the public 
treafure, and the fe^t of empire, were all in their 
hands. To divert the Praetorian bands from theife 
dangerous reflections, the firmeft andbeil eftablished 
princes were obliged to mix blandishments with 
commands , rewards with punishments , to flatter 
their pride , indulge their pleafures , connive at their 
irregularities 9 and to purchafe their ^precarious faith 
by a liberal donative ; which , fmce the elevation of 
Claudius, was ^exacted as a legal claim, on the 
^cceffion of every new emperor*. 

The advocates of the gaards endeavoured to 
juftify by arguments , the power which they aflerted 
by arms; and to maintain that, accprding to the 
pureft principles of the conftitution , their confeixt 
was eflentially neceflary in the appointment of an 
emperor. The election of confuts ^ of generals ^ 
and of magilbrates ^ however it had been recently 
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CHAP, ufurped by the fenate, was the ancient and undoubted 
^' right of the Roman people '. But where ^v^s the 
Roman people to be found ? Not furely amongft 
the mixed multitude of slaves and ftrangers that 
filled the ftreets of Rome; a fervile populace, as 
devoid of fpirit as deftitute of property. The 
defenders of the ftate , felected from the flower of 
the Italian youth ' , and trained in .the exercife 
of arms and virtue, were the genuine reprefentatives 
of the people, and the beft entitled to elect the 
military chidF of the republic. Thefe affertions , 
however defective in reafon , became unanfwerable , 
when the fierce Prsetorians increafed their weight , 
by throwing , like the barbarian conqueror of Rome, 
their fwords into the fcale •. 
they offer The Prsetorians had violated the fanctity of the 
the empire thronc , by the atrocious murdcr of Peftinax ; they 
dishonoured the majefty of it, by their fubfequent 
conduct. The camp was without a leader, for 
even the praefect Laetus , who had excited the 
temped; prudently declined the public indignation. 
Amidft the wild diforder Sulpicianus ,«the emperor's 
Cather-in-law, and governor of the city, who had 
been fent to the camp on the firft alarm of mutiny, 
was endeavouring to calm the fury of the multitude, 
when he was filenced by the clamorous return of 
the murderers , bearing on a lance the head of 
Fertinax. Though hiftory has accuftomed us to 
obfervc every principle and every paffion yielding 
to the imperious dictates of ambition, itisfcarcely 
credible that,in thefe moments of horror, Sulpicianus, 
$houid have afpired to afcend a throne polluted 
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CHAP, 
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chafed by 
Julian , 
A. D. 193. 
March 

asth. 



, With the recent blood of fo near a relation, and 
fo excellent a prince. He had already begun to 
ufe the only effectual argument , and to treat for 
the Imperial dignity ; but the more prudent of 
the Praetorians , apprehenfive that , in this private 
contract, they should not obtain a juft price for 
fo valuable^a commodity , ran out upon the ram- 
parts ; and , with a loud voice , proclaimed that 
the Roman world was to be difpofed of to the befk 
bidder by public auction '*. 

This infamous offer , the mod infolent excefs of it is pur. 
military licence, diffufed an univerfal grief, shame, 
and indignation throughout the city. It reached at 
length the ears of Didius Julianus , a wealthy 
fenator, who, regardlels of the public calamities, 
was indulging himfelf in the luxury of the table ". 
His wife and his daughter , his freedmen and his 
parafites, eafily convinced him that he deferved 
the throne , and earneftly conjured him to embrace 
fo fortunate an opportunity. The vain old man 
hallened to the Praetorian camp ; where Sulpicianus 
wasilill in treaty with the guards; and began to 
bid againft him from the foot of the rajfnpart. 
The unworthy negociation was tranlacted by 
faithful emiffaries, who pafled alternately from one 
candidate to the other , and acquainted each of them 
with the offers of his rival. Sulpicianus had already 
promifed a donative of five thoufand drachms ( above 
one hundred and fixty pounds) to each foldier; 
when Julian, eager for the prize, rofe at once to 
the fum of fix thoufand two hundred and fifty 
drachms , or upwards of t>yo hundred pounds 
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flerling. The gaties of the camp were inftantly 
thrown open to the purchafer ; he was declared 
emperor , and received ah oath of allegiance from 
the foldiers, who retained humanity enough to 
flipulate that he should pardon and forget the 
competition of Sulpicianus. 

It was now incumbent on the Praetorians to 
fulfil the conditions of the fale. They placed their 
new fovereign, whom they ferved and defpifed, 
in the centre of their ranks, furrounded him on 
every fide with their shields, and conducted him 
in clofe order of battle through the deferted 
(Ireets of the city. The fenate was commanded 
to afiemble ; and thofe who had been the diftin- 
guished friends of Pertitiax, or the perfonal enemies 
of Julian , found it neceflary to affect a more than 
common share of Satisfaction at this happy revolu- 
tion ". After Julian had filled the fenate-houfe 
-with armed foldiers, he expatiated on the freedom 
of his election , his own eminent virtues, and his 
full aflurance of the affections of the fenate. The 
obfequious affembly congratulated their owjv and 
the public 'felicity ; engaged their allegiance, 
and conferred on him all the feveral branches of 
the Imperial power ". From the fenate Julian was 
conducted, by the fame military proceffion, to 
take pofleflion of the palace. The firft objects that 
ftruck his eyes, were the abandoned trunk of 
Pertinax, and the frugal entertainment prepared 
for his fupper. The one he viewed with indiffer- 
ence ; the other with contempt. A magnificent feaft 
-was prepared by his order, and he amufed himfeif 
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till a very late hour, with dice , and the performaxi'* chap. 
cc$ of Pylades , a celebrated dancer. Yet it y/dL$ ^' 
obfcrved , that after the crpwd of flatterers difperf? 
ed, andlefthim to darknefs, folitude, and terrible 
reflection, he pafled a sleeplefs night; revolving 
moft probably in his mind his own rash folly, 
the fate of his virtuous predeceflbr, and the doubt-^ 
ful and dangerous tenure of an empire , which ^ 
had not been acquired by merit , but purchafed 
by money '*. 

He had reafon to tremble. On the throne of the The pub- 
world he found himfelf without a friend , and even ^>*^ f^^a^n^ 
without an adherent. The guards themfelves were 
ashamed of the prince whom their avarice had 
perfuaded them to accept ; nor was there a citizea 
who did not confider his elevation with horror, 
as fthc laft itifult on the Roman name. The nobility ^ 
whofc confpicuous ftation and. ample poffeflions 
exacted the ftricteft caution , diflembled their 
fentiments , and met the affected civility of the 
emperor with fmiles of complacency, and profeffiofls ' 
of duty. But the people , fe/cur^^ in their numbers 
and pbfcurity , gavfe a free vent to their paflions^t 
The ftreets and public places of Rome refounded 
with clanK>ur3 and imprecatipns. The enraged / 

tnultitude aSironted the peffon of Julian ^ rejecte4 
his liberality, aqd donfcious of the impotence of 
their own refentment, they called aloud on the 
legions of the frontiers to ailert the Violated majefty 
of the Roman empire^ / r 

The public difcontent was foon diffufeci . 
from the centre to tjie frontiers of the empire^ 
The ^rmi^s of Britain ^ of Syria ^ and of Illy« 
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ricum , lamented the death of Pertinax , in 
vrhofe company , or under whofe command , 
they had to often fought and conquered* They 
received with furprife , with indignation , and 
perhaps with envy, the extraordinary intelligence , 
that the Praetorians had difpofed of the empire by 
public auction ; and they fternly refufed to ratify 
the ignominious bargain. Their immediate and 
unanimous revolt was fatal to Julian , but it 
was fatal at the fame time to the public peace; 
as the generals of the refpective armies , Clodius 
Albinus , Pefcennius Niger , and Septimiuf 
Severus, were ftill more anxious to fucceed than 
to revenge the murdered Pertinax. Their forces 
were exactly balanced. Each of them was at the 
head of three legions '* , with a numerous train 
of auxiliaries ; and however different in their 
characters, they were all foldiers of experience and 
capacity. 

Clodius Albinus , governor of Britain, furpafled 
both his competitors in the nobility of his extraction, 
which he derived from fome of the moft illuftrious 
pames of the old republic '*. But the branch from 
tehence he claimed his defcent , was funk into 
mean cirdumdani^s ; and tranfplantedinto a remote 
province. It is difRcult to form a juft idea of his 
true character* Uiider the philofop^ic cloak of 
aufterity, he ftands accufed of concealing mod of 
the vices which degrade human nature '^ But his 
accufers are thofe venal writers who adored the 
fortune of Severus , and trampled on the ashes of 
All unfocGcifsfu) rivaL Virtue , or the appearances 
- ^ / ^ of 
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of virtue, reconjmeflifled Albinus to the confidence chap, 
and good opinion of Marcus ; and his preferving ^' 
with the fon the fame intereft which he had acquired 
with the ffither , is a proof at leaft that he was 
poffeffed of a very flexible difpofition. The favour 
of a tyrant does not always fuppofe a want of merit 
in the object of it ; he may , without intendingit, 
reward a man of worth and ability , or he may 
find fuch a man qfeful to his own fervice. It does 
not appear that Albinus feryed the foil of Marcus , 
either as the minifter of his cruelties, or even as 
the afTociate of his pleafures. He was employed in 
a diftant honourable command t when he received 
a confidential letter from the emperor , acquainting 
him of the treafonable defigns of fprne difcontented 
jgenerals , and authorizing liiti^ to declare Ifjmfellt ' 
the guardian and fucccffor of the thrppc , by afTuming 
the title arid enfigns, pf Gsefar ". The governor 
of Britain wif^^ly declined the daagerou^ honour, 
which wpuld haye naarked hini for the jealoufy , 
or invplyed him in the appjrpm:l)ing ruin ,- pf 
Coi^noodus, Jle courted ppiyer by nobler , or , at 
leaft , by more fpeqoiji art^ Qn a preQ>ature report 
of the death of the emperor, he afTembled his 
troops ; and , in an eloquent difcpurfe , deplorpd 
the inevitable mifchiefs of df fpotifrp , defcribed 
the happinefs and glory which their anceftors had 
enjoyed under the cpnful^ goyernipent , a^o^ 
declared his firm refolptipn to reipftate the fenate 
^nd people ijn their legal authority. This popular 
harangue was anfwered by the Jopd acclamations 
^f the British legions j and repeiy^d at Rome with. 
Voh I. K 



. Digitized by 



Google 



146 THE DECLINE AND FALL 

CHAP, a fecret murmur of applaufe* Safe in the pofleflion 
^' of this little world , and in the command of an 
army lefs diftinguished indeed for difcipline than 
for numbers and valour " , Albinus braved the 
menaces of Commodus, maintained towards Pertinax 
a ftately ambiguous referve, andinftantly declared 
againft the ufurpation of Julian. The convuifions 
of the caphal added new weight to his fentiments, 
or rather to his profeffions of patriotifm^ A regard 
to decency induced him to decline the lofty titles 
of Auguflus and Emperor ; and he imitated perhaps 
the example of Galba , who , on a fimilar occafion , 
had ftyled himfelf the Lieutenant of the fenate and 
people **. , 

Pefceniiius Perfoual merit alone had raifed Fefcennius Niger 
syrial *" fr^"^ ^^ obfcure birth and ftatioti , to the government 
of Syria i a lucrative and important command > 
which in times of civil confufion gave him a near 
profpect of the throne. Yet his pans feem to have 
been better fuited to the fecond than to the firft 
rank; he was an unequal rival, though he might 
have approved himfelf an excellent lieutenant), to 
Severus, who afterwards difplayed the greatnefs 
of his mfnd by adopting feveral ufeftil inftitutions 
&om a vanquished enemy *'. In his government, 
Niger acquired the efteem of the foldiers , and 
the love of the provincials. His rigid difcipline 
fortified the valour and confirmed the obedience 
of the former, whilft the voluptuous Syrians \;^erc 
lefs delighted with the mild firmnefs of his 
adminiftration , than with the affability of his 
manners , and the apparent pleafure with \yhich 
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he attended their frequent and pompous feftivals **. 
As foon as the intcThgence of the atrocious murder 
of Pertinax had reached Antioch , the wi.<hes of 
Afia invited Niger to affume the Imperial purple 
and revenge his death. The legions of the eaftern 
frontier embraced hiscaufe ; the opulent but unarmed 
provinces from the frontiers of Ethiopia *' to the 
Hadriatic , cheerfully fubmitted to his power ; 
and the kings beyond the Tigris *and the Euphrates 
congratulated his election , and offered him their 
homage and fervices. The mind of Niger was not 
capable olF receiving this fadden tide of fortune; 
he flattered himfelf that his acceffion would be 
undifturbed by competition , and unftained by civil 
blood ; and whilft he enjoyed the vain pomp of 
triumph , he neglected to fecure the means of victory. 
Inftead of entering into an effectual negociation 
with the powerful armies of the weft, whofe 
refolution might decide, or at leaft muft balance, 
the mighty conteft ; inftead of advancing without 
delay towards Rome and Italy , where his prefence 
was impatiently expected **, Niger trifled away in 
the luxury of Antioch thofe irretrievable imoments 
which were diligently improved by the decifive 
activity of Seve^us'*^ 

The country of Pannonia and Dalmatia, which 
occupied the fpace between the Danube and the 
Hadriatic, was one of the laft and moft difficult 
conquefts of the Romans. In the defence of national 
freedom, two hundred thoufand of thefe barbarians 
had once appeared in the field , alarmed the 
declining age of Auguftus, and exercifed the 
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CHAP, vigilant prudence of Tiberius at the head of the 
^' collected force of the empire **. The Panoonians 
yielded at length to the arms and inftitutions of 
Rome. Their recent fubjection , however , the 
neighbourhood , and even the mixture , of the , 
unconquered tribes , and perhaps the climate ^ 
adapted , as it has been obferved , to the production 
of great bodies and slow minds *^'s all contributed 
to preferve fome remains of their original ferocity , 
and under the tame and uniform countenance of 
Roman provincials, the hardy features of the natives 
were ftill to be difcerned. Their warlike youth 
afforded an inexhaullible fupply of recruits to the 
legions ftationed on the banks of the Danube , and 
which , from a perpetual warfare againft the 
Germans and Sarmatians , were defcrvedly efteemed 
the bcft troops in the fervice. 
fieptimius The Panuonian army was at this time commanded 
jfcverus. {^y Septimius Severus , a native of Africa , who , 
in the gradual afcent of private honours, had 
\ concealed his daring ambition , which was never 
diverted from its fteady courfe by the allurements 
of pleafure, the apprehenfion of danger, or the 
feelings of humanity ". On the iirft news of the 
murder of Pertinax , he afTembled his troops v 
painted in the mofl: lively colours the crime, the 
infolence , and the weaknefs of the Fr^torian guards, 
and animated the legions to . arms and to revenge. 
He concluded (and the peroration was thought 
extremely eloquent) with promifing every foldier 
about four hundred pounds; an honourable donative; 
double in value to the in&mous bribe with which 
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Julian had purcfaafed the empire *\ The acclama- .chab. 
tions of the army immediately faluted Severus with ^^ 

the names of Auguftus , Pertinax, and Emperor; emperor by 

and he thus attained the lofty ftation to which t^»«Pan- 

, ••11 r • • I « nonian le- 

he was invited, by conlciotts> merit iind a long gions. 
train of dreams and omens, the fruitful offsprimi: ^^; '!l' 
either of his luperltttion or policy • 

The new candidate for empire faw and improved 
the peculiar advantage of his fituation* His 
province extended to the Julian* Alps^ which 
gave an eafy accefs into Italy ; and be remembered 
the faying of.Auguftos, That a Pannonian army , 
might in teii days, appear in fight of Rome ^^ 
By a celerity proportioned to the greatnefs of Mmhcs 
the occafion , he might reafonably hope to revenge "*^ ^**'^* 
Prectinax , punish Julian , and receive the homage 
of the fenate and people ^ as their lawful emperof, 
.before his competitors, feparated from Italy by an 
immenfe imdi of fea and land, were apprized of 
his fuccefi, or even of his election. During the 
: whole expedition he fcarcely allowed himfelf any 
moments for sleep or food; marching on foot, 
and in complete armour , at the head of his column^, 
he infmuated himfelf into the confidence and 
affection of his troops, prefTed their diligence , 
revived their fpirits, animated their ^opes, and 
was well fatisfied. to share the hardships of the 
meaneft foldier , whild he kept in view the infinite 
fuperiority of' his .reward, 

♦ The wretched Julian had expected , and thought Ad? ances 
hin&felf prepared, to difpute. the empire with the 
.governor of Syria; but in the invincible and rapid 
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CHAP, approach of the . Paimonian legions, he faw his 
^- inevitable ruin- The hafty arrival of every meffcnger 
increafed his juftapprehenfions. He wa5 fucccfEvdy 
informed ,> that Severus had paffed the Alps; 
that the Italian cities, unwilling or unable to 
oppofe his tprogrefe, had received him -with the 
warmeft profeffions of joy and duty; that the 
important place of Ravenna had furreadered 
without refiftance,: and that the Hadriatic fleet was 
in the hands of the conqueror. The enemy was 
now within two hundred and fifty miles of Rome; 
and every moment diminished the narrow fpan of 
life and empire allotted to Julian^ 
©iftrefs ot He attempted, however, to prevent, or at lead 
Julian. ^Q protract , his ruin. He implored the venal faith, 
^f the Praetorians, filled the city with unavkiiihg 
preparations for war , drew limes yound the fuburbs^, 
and even ftrengthened the fortificatii^nsof the palace ; 
as if thofe laft intrenchments: could be defended 
without hope of relief againft a victorious invaden 
Fear and shame prevented the guards from deferting 
his ftand^rd ; but they trembled at the name of the 
Fannonian legions, commanded by an experienced 
general , and accudomed to vanquish the barbarians 
on the fi"ozen Danube **. They quitted , with *a 
figh , the pleafures of the baths and theatres , to 
put on arms, whofe ufe they hadalmoft forgotten^ 
and beneath the weight of which they were op- 
preffed. The unpracti fed elephants, whofe uncouth 
appearanpe , it was hoped j woiild ftrike terror into 
the army of the north , threw their unskilful riders ; 
and the awkward evolutions of the marines , drawn 
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from the fleet of Mlfenum, were an object of ri- 
dicule to the populace; wbilft the fenate enjoyed, 
vrith fecret pleafure , the diftrefs and weakncfc of 
the ufurper ", 

Every motion of Julian betrayed iiis trembling 
perplexity. He infifted that Seyerus should be 
declared a public enemy by the fenate. He in- 
treated that the Pannonian general might be a(? 
fociated to the empire. He feat public amb^a? 
dors of confular rank to negbcjate with his ri,val ; 
he difpatcbed private afTaflins to take away bi^ lifea 
He deflgned that the Vcftal virgins , and all the 
colleges of priefts , in their lacerdotal habits , and 
bearing before them the facred pledges of the Ro* 
man religion , should advance, in folemn proceffioii^ 
to meet the Pannonian legions ; and, at the famf 
time, he vainly tried to inteirogate , or toappeafe, 
the fates, by magic cerentionies^ and unlawful 
facrifices '*. , 

Severus , vrxy dreaded neither his arm? nor bis 
enchantments , guarded himfelf from the only danger 
of fecret confpiracy , by the faithfiil attendance of 
fix hundred chofen men , who never quitted his 
perfon or their cuiraffes , either by night or by, day?, 
during the whole march, Advancing with a fteady 
and rapid courfe, he pafled , without difficulty ,thc^ 
defiles of the Appennine, received into his party 
the troops and ambafladors fent to retard his progrefc, 
and made a short halt at Interamnia, about feventy 
miles from Rome. His victory was already fecur^ ; . 
but the defpair of the Praetorians might have rendered 
it bloody; and Severus h^d the laudable ambition 
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of afcending the throne without drawing the 
fword ". His emifTaries, difperfed in the capital, 
affured the guards , that provided they would aban- 
don their worthlefs prince , and the perpetrators 
of the niurder of Pertinax, to the juftice of the 
conqueror, hfc Would no longer confider that me- 
lanchbly event as the act oF the whole body. The 
faithlefs Praetorians , whofe refiftance was fupported 
duly by fuHett obftinacy , gladly complied with 
the eafy conditions , feiied the greateft part of the 
aflafBns, and fignified to the fenate, that they no 
longer defended the caufe of Julian* That alTembly, 
convoked by the conful, unanimously acknowledged 
SeveruS ^s laAyful emperor , decreed divine honours 
tbPcrtinaSc, and pronounced a fentence of depo- 
fition and death againft his unfortunate fucceflbr. 
Julian wai "Conducted ihto a private apartment of 
the baths of the palace , and beheaded as a common 
criminal , after having purchafed , with an immenfe 
treafure , an anxious and precarious reign of only 
Tixty-fix days '*. The almoft incredible expedition 
of Severus , who , in fo short a fpace of time , 
conducted a numerous army from the banks of the 
'Danube to thofe of the Tybcr , proves at once 
the plenty of provifibns produced by agriculture 
• and comtttette , the goodnefs of the roads , the 
difcipline of the legion's , and the indolent fubdued 
temper of the pix)Vinces ''. 

The firft cares of Severus were beftowcd on two 
meafures , the Oiie dictated by policy , the other 
'by decency ; the rev^ftge , and the honours , due 
to the memory of Pertina>^. Before the neyr emperor 
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entered Rome, he iifued his commands to the Prae- 
torian guards, directing them to wait his arrival 
on a large plain near the city , without arms , but 
in the habits of ceremony , in which they wert 
accuftomed to attend their fovereign. He was obeyed 
by thofe haughty troops, whofe contrition was 
the effect of their juft terrors. A chofen part of 
the Illyrian army encompafTed them with levelled 
fpears. Incapable of flight or refiftance, they expected 
their fate in filent confternatiom Severus mounted 
the tribunal , fternly reproached them with perfidy 
and cowardice , difmifled them with i;gnominy from 
the truft which they had betrayed ^ deffK>iled them 
of their fplendid ornaments, and banished them^ 
on pain of death , to the diftance of an huncifred 
^ xniles from the capital. During the tranfaction ; 
another detachment had been fent to feize their 
arms^ occupy their camp, and prevent the hafly 
confequences of their defpair '*. 

The funeral and confecration of Pcrtinax was 
next folemnized with every circumftance of fad 
magnificence **. The fenate, with a melancholy 
pteafure , performed the laft rites to that excellent 
prince , whom they had loved , and ftill regretted. 
The concern of his fucceffor was probably lefc 
fincere. He efteemed the virtttes of Pertinax , but 
thofe virtues would for evtr have confined his 
ambition to a private ftation. Severus pronounced 
his funeral oration with ftudied eloquence , inward 
fatisfaction , and well-actbd forrow ; and by this 
pious regard to his memory , convinced the cre- 
:dulous multitude th^t he alone was worthy to fupply 
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CHAPi his place. Sehfible, however, that arms, not cere* 
^^ monies , qiafl; afTert his claim to the empire , he 
left Rome at the end of thirty days, and, without 
JufFering himfelf to be elated by. this eafy victory, 
prepared to encounter his more formidable rivals. 
Suceeb The uncommou abilities and fortune of Severus 

of severus i^avc induCed an elegant hiftorian to compare him 
per" and' With the fisR and greatcft of the Gxfars *'• The 
againft parallel is,- at leaft, imperfect. Where shall we 
find, in the character of Severus, the commanding 
iuperiority of foul, the generous clemency , and 
the various geniuf » which could reconcile and 
unite the! love of pleafure, the thirft of knowledge, 
and the fire of ambition *' ? :In: one.inftance only, 
they may be compared , with fomc degree of 
propriety, in the celerity of their motions, and their 
A. D. civil victories. In lefs than four years **, Severus 
193 — 197. fubdued the riches of the eaft , atid the valour of 
the weft. He vanquished two competitors of repu- 
tation and ability, and defeated numerous armies, 
provided with weapons and difcipline equal to his 
^ own. In that age , the art of fortification , and 
the principles of tactics , were well underftood by 
all the Roman generals ; and the conftant fuperiority 
of Severus was that of an artift , who ufes the fame 
inftruments with more skill and induftry than his 
rivals. 1 shall not , however , enter into a minute 
narrative of thefe military operations ; but as the 
two civil wars againft Niger and againft Albinus, 
were almoft the fame in their conduct, event, and 
confequences. 1 shall collect into one point of view, 
the moft ftriking circumftances, tending to develope 
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the character of the conqueror, and the ftate of the chaf* 
eaipire. v, 

Falfehood and infmcerity , unfuitable as they conduct 
fcem to the dignity of public tranfactions , offend ^ahctwo 
us with a Icfs degrading idea of meannefs , than 
V when they are found in the intercourfe of private 
life. In the latter , they difcover a want of cou- 
rage ; in the other , only a defect of power : and , 
as it is impoflible for . the moft able ftatefman to 
fubdue millions of followers and enemies by their 
own perfonal ftrength, the worlds under the name 
of policy, feems to have granted them a very li- 
beral indulgence of craft and diffimulation. Yet Arts of 
the arts of Severus cannot be juftified by the mpft severus 
ample privileged of ftate reafon. He promifed only 
to betray , he flattered only to ruin ; and however 
he might occafionally bind himfelf by oaths and 
treaties , his confcierice^ obfequious to his intereft, 
always rCleafed him: from the incpnvenient obli- 
gation *'. ) '^ 

If 'his two competitors , reconciled by their towardj 
common danger , had advanced upon him with- ^'^^*"* 
out delay , perhaps Severus would have funk un- 
der their united effort. Had they even attacked 
him , at the fame time , with feparate views ao/d 
feparate armies, the contefl; might have been long 
and doubtful. But they fell, fingly and fucceffively, 
an eafy prey to the arts as well as arms of iheir . 
fubtle enemy , lulled into fecurity by the moderation 
ofhisprofeflions, and overwhelmed by the rapidity 
of his action. He firfi; marched againfl Niger , whofe 
reputation and power he the moft dreaded :>. but 
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€Hii9j lie declined any hoftile declarations , fupprefTedthe 
^* ngme of his antagonift , and only fignified to the 
fenate and people , his intention of regulating the 
eaftern provinces. In private he fpoke of Niger, 
his old friend aftd intended fucceffor **, with the 
tnoft affectionate regard , and highly applauded his 
^generous defign of revenging the murder of Pertinax. 
To punish the vile ufurper of the throne , was the 
duty of every Roman general. To perfevere in 
arms , and to rcfift a lawful emperor , acknowledged 
by the fenate , would alone render him criminal *^ 
The fons of Niger had falleaintoi his hands among 
the children of the provihcial governors , detained 
at Rome as pledges for the loyalty of dieir.parents **. 
As long as the power of Niger infpired terror , or 
even refpect , they were educated with the moft 
tender care , with the children of Severus himfel£; 
but they were foon involved in their father s ruin, 
and removed , firft by exile , and afterwards by 
death , from the eye of public compafCoh *'. 
towards 'Whilfl; Severus was engaged in lus e^ftern war , 

Aibinus. he had reafon . to apprehend that the governqr of 
Britain might pafs the fea and the Alps , occupy 
the vacant feat of- empire, and oppofe his return 
with the authority of the fenate and the forces of 
the weft. The ambiguous conduct of Aibinus , 
in not aflurtiing the Imperj^l ti^le, left roopi for 
negotiation. Forgetting , at once i his profeffions pf 
patriotifm, and the jealaufy of fovcreign pOvi^er, 
he accepted the precarious .rank of Cxfar , as a 
reward for hi^Jatal neutrality. Till the firft conteft 
•was decided, Severus treated the man, whom he 
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Bad doomed to deilruction , with every iiiark of chap, 
efteem and regard. Even in the letter , in which ^* 
be announced his victory over Niger, he flyles 
Albinus the brother of his foul and empire, fend$ 
him the aifectionate falutations of his wife Julia , 
and his young family , and intreats him to preferve 
the armies and the republic faithful to. their common 
intereft. The meffengers charged with this letter, 
were inftructed to accoft the C^efar with refpect, 
to defire a private audience, and to plunge theif 
daggers into his heart ^*. The confpiracy was 
difcovered , and the too credulous Albiilus , at 
length , pafled over to the continent, and prepared 
for an unequal conteft with his rival , who rushed 
upon him at the head of a veteran and victoriou$ 
army. 

The military labours of Severus fecm inadequate £vent of 
to the importance of his conquefts. Two engagements, 
the one. near the Hellefpont, the other in the 
narrow defiles of Cilicia> decided the fate of his 
Syrian competitor y and the troops of. Europe 
aflerted their ufual afcendant over the effeminate 
natives of Afia *'. The battle of Lyons, where 
one hundred and fifty tboufand '"* Romans were 
engaged, was equally fatal to Albinus. The valour 
of the British army maintained ,' indeed , a sharp 
and doubtful conteft^ with the hardy difciplin/q pf 
the Ulyrian legions. The fame and perfon of Scveru? 
^ppesiTcd^ during a few moments , irrecoverably 
loft , till that warlike prince rallied his feinting 
troops , and led them on tb a decifive victory ^\ 
The war was finished by that memorable iky. 
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CHAF; The civil wars of modem Europe have been 
v: diftinguishcd , not only by the fierce animofity , 
onrwmo ^^^ likcwife by the obftinate perfcverance , of the 
batUes. contending factions. They have generally been 
juftified by fome principle , or , at leaft , coloured 
by fome pretext, of religion , freedom , or loyalty. 
The leaders -were nobles of independent property 
and hereditary influence. The troops fought like 
men interefted in the decifion of the quarrel ; and 
" as military fpirit and party zeal were ftrongly 
diffufed throughout the whole community , a van- 
quished chief was Immediately fupplied with new 
adherents, eager to shed their blood in the fame 
caufe. But the Romans , after the fall of the republic , 
combated only for the choice of mailers. Under 
the ftandard of a popular candidate for empire , a 
few enlifted from affection , fome from fear , many 
from intereft , none from principle. The legions , 
uninflamed by party zeal , were allured into civil 
war by liberal donatives , and ftill more liberal 
promifes. A defeat, by difabling the chief from 
the performance of his engagements , diflblved the 
mercenary allegiance of his followers; and left 
them to confult their own fafety , by a tfmely 
defertion of an unfuccefsful caufe. It was of little 
moment to the provinces , under whofe name they 
were oppreffcd or governed ; they were driven by 
the impulfion of the prefent power , and as foon 
as that power yielded to a fuperior force , they 
haftened to implore the clemency of the conqueror, 
who, as he had an immenfe debt to difcharge , 
^Yas obliged to faqrifice the moft guilty countries 
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to the avarice of his foldicrs. In the vaft extent of chaf. 
the Roman empire , there were few fortified cities ^' 
capable of protecting a routed army; nor was 
there any perfon , or family , or order of men , 
whofe natural interefl; , unfupported by the powers 
of government , was capable of reftoring the caufe 
of a finking party '*. 

Yet , in the conteft between Niger and Severus , siege of 
a fingle' city deferves an honourable exception. fj][""' 
As Byzantium was one of the greateft pafTages 
from Europe into Af^a , it had been provided with 
a ftrong garrifon , and a fleet of five hundred veffels 
was anchored in the harbour ". The impetuofity 
of Severus difappointed this prudent fcheme of 
defence j he left to his generals the fiege of Byzantium, 
forced the lefs guarded paffage of the HcUefpbnt, 
and impatient of a meaner enemy, prefled forward 
to encounter his rival. Byzantium , attacked by 
a numerous and increafing army, and afterwards 
by the whole naval power of the empire , fuftained 
a fiege of three years , and remained &ithful to the 
name and memory of Niger. The citizens ^nd 
foldiers (we. know notfi-oni what caufe) were ani- 
mated with equal fury ; feveral of the principal 
officers of Niger , who defpaired of, or who dit 
dained , a pardon , had thrown themfelves into 
this laft reftige : the fortifications were efleemed 
impregnable , and , in the defence of the place , 
a celebrated engineer difplayed all the mechanic 
powers known to the ancients '*. Byzantium , at 
length , furrendered to famine. The magiftrates 
and foldiers were put to the fword , the walls 
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CHAP, demolished , the privileges fuppr^fled , and the 
^' deftined capital of the eaft fubfifted only as an 
- open village, fubject to the infulting jurifdictioa 
jof Pertnthus. The hiftorian. Dion , who had ad- 
mired the flourishing , and lamented the defolatc , 
ftate of Byzantium, accufed the re venge of Severus, 
for depriving the Roman people of the ftrongeft 
bulwark againft the barbarian^^of Pontus and Afia ". 
The truth of this obfervation was but too weli 
juftified in the fucceeding age , when the Gothic 
fleets covered the Ei^xipe , and paffed through 
the undefended Bofphorus into the centre of the 
Mediterranean. 

Deaths of Both Nig^r and Albim^s were difcovered and 

Niger and p^t to death iji their flight from the field of battle. 

Cruei"con. Thcir fate cxqitecjl neither furprife por compaffion. 

fequences Thcy had ftaiked their Jives againft thp chance of 
empire , and fuffered w|iat they wpuld have inflicted ; 
nor did Severus claim the arrogant fuperiority of 
^ufferinjg his rival$ tp live in ^ private ftatioq. But 
liis unforgiving temper , ftiipul^jcid by avarice , 
indulged a fpirit of rev^ge, where there was no 
roQm fpr apprehenfion. The ipoft confidera^bje of 
the provipcial§ ^ who, withput^ny dislike to the 
fortmnafe can^id^ite , ha4 pbpyed the governor 
uhder Avhofe authprity they were ^ccident^^Uy placed, 
were punished by death, exile, and efpeciaUy by 
the cpofifcation of their e(^ates. ^ Many cities of 
the eaft w^re flript of thcif ^inQient honpurs , and 
obliged to p^y , into the treafuyy of §evcrus, four 
times the ampuat of th^ fym^ cpntriJbqt^d by thein 
for the fervice pf Niger '*. 

Till 
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Till the final decifion of the war, the cruelty 
of Severus was , in fome meafure , rcftrained by 
the uncertainty of the event , and his pretended 
reverence for the fenate. The head of Albinus, 
accompanied with a menacing letter , announced 
to the Romans , that he was refolved to fparc 
none of the adherents of his unfortunate compe» 
titors. He was irritated by the juft fufpicion , that 
he had never poffeffed the affections of the fenate, 
and he concealed his old malevolence under the 
recent difcovery of fome treafonable correfpondcnces. 
Thirty*five fenators, however, accufed of having 
favoured the party of Albinus , he freely pardoned; 
and, by his fubfequent behaviour, endeavoured 
to convince them , that he had forgotten, as Well 
as forgiven , their fuppofed offences. But , at the 
fame time, he condemned forty-one *^ other fenators^ 
whofe names hifiory has recorded ; their Wives , 
children , and clients , attended them in death ^ 
and the nobleft provincials of Spain and Gaul Wer< 
involved in the fame ruin. Such rigid juftice, for 
fo. he termed it , Was, in the opinion of Severus, 
the only conduct capable of enfuring peace to tht 
people, or liability to the prince ^ and he condef* 
cended slightly to lament, that, to^be mild, it was 
neceffary that he j^hould firft be cruel *'. 

The true intereft of an abfolute monarch generally 
coincides with that of his people. Their numbers , 
their wealth, their oi^der, and their fecurity, aW 
the befl; and only foundations of his real greatnefsf 
and were he totally devoid of virtue^ prudence 
i&ight fupply its place, znd vf6uld dictate thfi 
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CHAPi fame tulc of conduct. Severus confidcred the 
^* Roman empire as his property , and had no fooner 
fecurcd the poffeflGon, than he bellowed his care 
on the coltivatioti add improvement of fo valuable 
an acquifitioiii Salutary laws, executed with 
inflexible firmnefs , foon corrected moft of the 
abufes with which, fince the deslth of Marcus, 
every part of the government had been itifected. 
In the adminiftration of juftice, the judgmentis of 
the emperor were characterized by attention ^ 
difcernment, and impartiality; and whenever he 
deviated froiti the ftrict line of equity , it was 
generally in favour of the poor and oppreffed; not 
fo much indeed from any fenfe'of humanity, as 
from the natural prppenfity of a defpot, to humble 
the pride <Sf greatnefs , and to fink all, his fubjects 
to the fame common level of abfolute dependence* 
His expenfi ve talle for building , magnificent shows^ 
and above all a conftant and liberal diflribution of 
, corii and provifions, were the fureft means of 

captivating the affection of the Roinan people ''• 
The misfortunes of civil difcord were obliterated* 

G«ner!ii The Calm of peace and profperity was once more . 

peace and experienced in the provinces; and many cities, 

i?ro petity. j.^j^qj.^j jjy ^j^g munificcuce of Sev^riis ^ alfumed 
the title of his colonies, and attefi;ed by public 
monuments their gratitude and felicity "* The 
fam^ of the Roman arms was revived by that 
warlike and fuccefsful emperor ", and he boafied 
with a juft pride , that, having received the empire 
oppreffed with foreign and domeftic wars, he 
left it eftablished io profound, univerfkl, and 
honourable peace **. 
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Although the \founds of civil war appeared chap. 
completely healed , its mortal poifon ftill lurked n^jlj^ajj^^ 
in the vitals of the conftitution. Severus poflelTed of miutarf 
a confiderable share of vigour and ability ; but the ^^^^^^'^•' 
daring foul of the firft Caefar , or the deep policy 
of xAuguftus, were fcarcely equal to the task of 
curbing the infolence of the victorious legions. 
By gratitude , by mifguided policy*^ by feeming 
necelfity , Severus was induced to relax the nerves 
of difcipline '\ The vanity of his foldiers was 
flattered with the honou^ of wearing gold rings ; 
their eafe was indulged in the permiffion of living 
with their wives in the idleilefs of quarters. He 
increafed their pay beyond the example of former 
times ^ and taught them to expect, and foon to 
claim , extraordinary donatives on every public 
occafion of danger ot fcftivity. Elated by fuccefs^ 
enervated by luxury , and raifed above the level 
of fubjects by their dangerous privileges **, they* 
foon became incapable of military fatigue, opprefEve 
to the country , and impatient of a jiiftfubordination.. 
Their officers affefrted the fuperioritv of rank by 
a more profufe and elegant luxury,. There is ftiU 
extant a letter of Severus, lamenting the licentious 
fiale of the arniy, aild exhorting one of his 
generals to begin the neceHary reformation from 
thetribunctstheihfelves} fipce, ashejuftlyobfervcs* ' 

the officer .^lid has forfeited the efteem, will 
never command the obedience , of his foldiers *'* 
Had the emperor purfued the train of reflectioiti 
he Would have difcovered , that the primary c^adfe 
of this general corruptipn might be afcribed, noft 
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indeed to the example , but to the pernicious indul- 
gence, however, of the commander in chief. 

The Praetorians , who murdered their emperor 
and fold the empire , had received the juft punishment 
of their trcafon ; but the neceffary, though dangerous, 
inftitution of guards , was foon reftored on a new 
model by Severus, and increafcd to four times 
the ancient number '*. Formerly thefe troops had 
been recruited in Italy ; and as the adjacent provinces 
gradually imbibed the fofter manners of Rome, 
the levies were extended to Macedonia, Noricum, 
and Spain. In the room of thefe elegant troops, 
-better adapted to the pomp of courts than to the 
ufcs of war , it was eftablished by Severus , that 
from all the legions of the frontiers , the foldiers 
mofl diftinguished for ftrength , valour , and fidelity, 
should be *ccafionally draughted; and promoted, 
as an honour and reward, into the more eligible 
fervice of the guards ". By this new ipftitution , 
the Italian youth were diverted from the exercife 
of arms, and the capital was terrified by the 
ftrange afpec^ and manners of a ittijltitade of 
barbarians. But Severus flattered himfelf , that the 
legions would confider thefe chofen Praetorians as 
die reprefcntatives of the whole military order; and 
that the prefentaid of fifty thoufand men , fuperior 
in arms and appointments to any force that could 
be brought into the field againft th^m , would for 
ever crush the hopes of rebellion , and fecure the 
empire to himfelf and hrs pofterity. 

The command of thefe favoured and formidable 
troops foon became the firft office of the empire* 
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As the government degenerated into military 
defpotifm, the Frsetorian Pnefect, who in nis 
origin had been a fimple captain of the guards, 
was placed, not only at the head of the army, but 
of the finances, and even of the law. In every 
department of adminiftration , he reprefented the 
'perfon, and exercifed the authority, of the 
emperor. The firft Pr^efe^t who enjoyed and 
abufed this immenfe power was Plautianus, the 
favourite minifter of Severus. His reign lafted 
above ten years , till the marriage of his daughter 
with the eldefl: fon of the emperor, which fcemed 
to'aflure his fortune, proved the occafion of his 
ruin*'. The animofities of the palace, by irritating 
the ambition and alarming the fears of Plautianus , 
threatened to produce a revolution , and obliged 
the emperor, who ftill loved him, to confcnt 
with reluctance to his death **. ^fter the fall of 
Plautianus, an eminent lawyer, the celebrate^ 
Fapinian, was appointed to execute the motley 
office of Praetorian Praefect. 

Till the reign of Severus , the virtue and eveii 
the good fenfe of the emperors had been diftiq* 
guished by their * zeal or affected reverence for the 
fenate, and by a tender regard to the nice frame 
of civil policy inftitufeed by Auguftus. But the 
youth of Severus had been trained in the implicit 
.obedience of camps , and his riper years fpent in 
the defpotifm of military command. His haughty 
and inflexible fpirit could not difcover , or would 
not acknowledge , the advantage of preferving m 
intermediate power , however imaginary, between 
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CHAP, the emperor iand the army. He difdaincd to profefs 
^* hinifelf the fervant of an affembly that detefted 
hisj)erfon and trembled at his frown; he iflued 
his commands, where his rcqueft would have 
proved as effectual ; afTumed the conduct and 
ftyle of a fovereign and a conqueror , and exercifed, ^ 
Without difgtiife , the whole legislative as well 
as the executive power. 
New max- The vietory over the fenate was cafy and in- 
ims of the glorious. Every eye and every paflion were di- 
preroga- rected to the fupreme magiftrate, who poffeffcd 
^ve. the arms and treafure qf the ftate; whilft the 

fenate » neither elected by the people , nor guarded 
by military force, nor animated by public fpirit , 
refted its declining authority on the fra^l and 
crumbling bafis of ancient opinion. The fine 
theory of a republic infenfibly vanished, and 
made way for the more natural and fubftajjtial 
feelings of monarchy, As the freedom and honours " 
of Rome were fucce (lively communicated to the 
provinces , in which the old government had beea 
cither unknown , or was remembered with abhor- 
rence, the tradition of republican maxims was 
gradually obliterated. The Greek hiftorians of the 
age of the Antonines '* obferve, with a malicious 
pleafure, that althoggh the fovereign of Rome, 
in compliance with an obfolete prejudice , abftained 
from the name of king , he poffeffcd the full 
xneafure of regal power. In the reign of Sc verus , 
the fenate was filled with polished and eloquent 
slaves from the eaftern provinces, who juftified 
perfonal flattery by fpeculative principles of 
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fcrvitude, Thcfe new advocates of prerogative ^hap. 
were heard with pleafure by the court,' and with ^' 
patience by the people , when they inculcated the 
duty of paflive obedience, and defcanted on the 
inevitable mifchiefs of freedom. The lawyers and 
the hiftorians concurred in teaching, that the 
Imperial authority was held, not by the delegated 
com million , but by the irrevocable refignation of 
the fenate; that the emperor was freed from the 
reftraint of civil laws 9 could command by his 
arbitrary will the lives and fortunes of his fubjects, 
iuid might difpofe of the empire as of his private 
patrimony ''. The mofl; eminent of the civil 
lawyers, and particularly Papinian, Paulus, and 
Ulpian, flourished under the houfe of ^everus; 
and the Roman jurifprudence having clofely 
united itfelf with the fyftem of monarchy, was 
fuppofed to have attained its. full maturity and 
perfection. 

The contemporaries of Sev^rus , in the enjoyment 
of the peace and glory of his reign , forgave the 
cruelties by which it had been introduced. 
Pofterity , yrho experienced the fatal effects of hi^ 
maxims and example, juf^iy confidered h^^ ^^ 
the principal author of t^e decline of the Rom^n^ 
empire. 
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^he Death of Sevcrus. — Tyranny of Caracatta. •— 
Vfurpation of Macrinus. — FolUes of Elapabalus. 
: — Virtues of Alexander Sfveria. — Licentioufnefs 
of the Arrny. -^ General State of the Roman Fi- 
nances. 

X HE afccnt to greatncfs, however ftecp and 
dangerous, may entertain an active fpirit with 
tlie confcioufnefs ^nd lexercife of its own powers; 
but the pofTeflion of a throne could never yet 
afford a lafting fatisfaction to an ambitious mind: 
This melancholy truth was felt and acknowledged 
by Scverus, Fortune and merit had , from an 
humble ftation, elevated him to the firft place 
^mong mankind, n He had been all things, as he 
9> faid himfelf,and all was of little value- /^ Diftracted 
with the care, not of acquiring, but of prefefving 
^n empire , opprefTed with age and infirmities ^ 
carelcfs of fame *, and fatiated with power, all 
ills profpects of life were clofcd. The defire of 
perpetuating the greatnefs of his family, was the 
only remaining wish of his ambition and paternal 
tendernefs, 

Like moft of the Africans , Severus was paf- 
fionately addicted to the vain ftudies of magic and 
divination , deeply verfed in the interpretation of 
dreams and omens , and perfectly acquainted with 
the fcience of judicial aftrology ; which , in almofl 
every age , except the prefent , has maintained its 
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dominion over the mind of man. He had loft his chap* 

firft wife , whilft he was governor of the Lionnefe ^^' 

Gaul '. In the choice of a fecond , he fought only to 

connect himfelf with fome favourite of fortune ; and 

as foon as he had difcovered that a young lady of 

Emefa in Syria had a royal nativity , he folicited , 

and obtained her hand \ Julia Domna (for that 

was her name) deferved all that the ftars could 

pronoife her. She poflefTed , even in an advanced 

age , the attractions of beauty ' , and united to a 

lively-imagination, afirmnefsof mind, andftrength 

of judgment , feldom bcftowed on her lex. Her 

amiable qualities never made any deep imprefCon 

on the dark and jealous temper of her husband ; 

but in her fon's reign ^ she adminiftered the prin* 

cipal affairs of the empire, with a prudence, that 

fupported his authority ; and with a moderation , 

that fometimes corrected his wild extravagancies *. 

Julia applied herfelf to letters and philofophy , with 

fome fuccefs , and with the mod fplendid reputation. 

She was the patronefs of every art , and the friend 

of every man of genius '• The grateful flattery of 

the learned has celebrated her virtues ; but , if we 

may dredit the fcandal of ancient hiftory , chaftity 

was very far from being the moft confpicuous virtue 

of the emprefs Julia '. 

Two fons , Caracalla * and Geta , where the fruit Xhtir two 
of this marriage , and the deftined heirs of the ^^'j^^*"j 
empire. The fond hopes of the father , and of the gcu. 
Romaa world , were foon difappointed bv thefc 
vain youths , who difplayed the indolent Security 
of hereditary princes ; and a prefumption that fortune 
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would fupply the place of merit and application 
Without any emulation of virtue or talents, thejr 
difcovered, almoft from their infancy, a fixed and 
implacable antipathy for each other. Their averfion, 
confirmed by years , and fomented by the arts of 
their interefled favourites , broke out in childish , 
and gradually in more ferious, competitions; and 
at length divided .the theatre , the circus , and the 
court , into two factions ; actuated by the hopes 
and fears of their refpective leaders. The prudent 
emperor endeavoured , by every expedient of a(|vice 
and authority , 40 allay this growing animofity. 
The unhappy- difcord . of his fons clouded*all his 
profpects , and threatened to overturn a throne 
Vaifed with fomuch labour, cemented with fo much 
blood , and guarded with every defence of arms and 
treafure. ^ith an impartial hand he maintained 
between them an exact balance of favour , conferred 
on both the rank of Auguflus , with the revered 
name of Antoninus ; and for the firfl time the 
Roman world beheld three emperors ""*. Yet even 
this equal conduct fervedonly to inflame the contef^, 
whilft the fierce Caracalla afferted the right of pri* 
mogeniture , and the milder Geta courted the 
affections of the people and the foldiers. In the 
anguish of a difappointed father , Severus foretold , 
that the weaker of his fons would fall a facrifice 
to the ftronger ; who , in his turn , would be ruined 
by his own vices *^ 

In thcfe circumflances the intelligence of a war 
in Britain , and of an invafion of the province by 
the barbarians of the North , was received with 
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pleafure by Sevcrus. Though the vigilance of his chap^ 
lieutenants hiight have been fufficient to repel the ^^' 
diftant enemy, he refol ved to embrace the honourable 
pretext of with drawing his fons, from the luxury of 
Rome , which enervated their minds and irritateci 
their paflions ; and of inuring their youth to the 
toils^ of war and government. Notwithftanding his 
advanced age (for he was above three-fcore) , and 
his gout , which obliged him to be carried in a 
litter, he tranfported himfelf in perfon into that 
remote island , attended by his two fons , his whole 
court, and a formidable army. He immediately 
pafled the walls of Hadrian and Antoninus , and 
entered the enemy's country , with a defign of 
completing the long attempted cpnquefl: of Britain. 
He penetrated to the northern extremity of the 
island , without meeting an enemy. But the con- 
cealed ambufcades of the Caledonians , who hung 
unfeen on the rear and flanks of his army , the 
coldnefs of the climate , and the feverity of a 
winter march acrofs the hills and moralTes of Scot- 
land , are reported to have cofl: the Romans above 
fifty thouland men. The Caledonians at length 
yielded to the powerful and obftinate attack , fued 
for peace , and furrendered a part of their arms , 
and a large tract of territory. But their apparent 
fubmiffion lafted no longer than the-prefent terror. 
As foon as the Roman legions had retired, they 
refumed their hoftile** independence. Their reftlefs 
fpirit provoked Severus to fend a new army into 
Caledonia , with the mod bloody orders , not to 
iiibdue but to extirpate the natives. They >yere 
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CHAP* Caved by the death of their haughty enemy ". ' 
^. ^^* This Caledonian war, neither marked by deci- 

Fingaland ^ i ■ • i • 

kishcroet. Hve events, nor attended with any important con- 
fequences , would ill deferve our attention ; but it 
is fuppofed, not without a confiderable degree of 
probability , that the invafion of Severus is con- 
nected with the moil shining period of the British 
hiftory or fable. Fingal, whofefame, with that of 
his heroes and bards , has been revived in our 
language by a recent publication , is faid to have 
commanded the Caledonians in that memorable 
juncture , to have eluded the power of Severus , 
and to have obtained a fignal victory on the banks 
of the Carun , in which the fon of tht King of the 
World , Caracul , fled from his arms along the 
fields of his pride ". Something of a doubtful mift 
ftill hangs over thefe Highland traditions ; nor can it 
be entirely difpelled by themoft ingenious refearch*^ 
contraftof es of modem criticifm '* : but if we could , with 
itaw^M*!! fafety, indulge the plcafing fuppofition, that Fingal 
the RonijMks. lived, and that Oflian fung, the ftriking contraft 
of the fituation and manners of the contending 
nations might amufe a philofophic mind. The 
parallel would be little to the advantage of the more 
civilized people , if we compared the unrelenting 
revenge of Severus with the generous clemency of 
Fingal; the timid and brutal cruelty ofCaracalla, 
with the bravery, the tendernefs, the elegant genius 
of Oflian ; the mercenary chiefs who, from motives 
A, of fear or intereQ!, ferved under the imperial ftandard, 

With the freeborn warriors who ftarted to arms at 
the voice of the king of Morven ; if, in a word , we 
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contemplated the untutored Caledonians , glowing 
with the warm virtues oFnature , and the degenerate 
Romans , polluted with the mean vices of wealth 
and slavery. 

The declining health and lad illnefs of Severus 
inflamed the wild ambition and black paflions of 
Caracaila's foul. Impatient of any delay or divifion 
of empire , he attempted , more than once , to 
shorten the fmall remainder of his father's days, and 
endeavoured, but without fuccefs , to excite a 
mutiny among the troops **. The old emperor had 
often cenfured the mifguided lenity of Marcus , 
who^ by a fingle act of juftice, might have fa ved 
the Romans from the tyranny of his worthlefs foo. 
Placed in the fame fituation , he experienced how 
eafily the rigour of a judge diflblves away in the 
tendernefs of a parent. He deliberated, he threatened^ 
but he could not punish ; and this lafl; and only 
inftance of mercy , was more fatal to the empire than 
alongferiesof cruelty '*. The diforder of his mind 
irritated the pains of his jbody ; he wished irn- 
patiently for death , and haftened the inftant of it 
by his impatience. He expired at York in the fixty-. 
fifth year of his life , and in the eighteenth of a 
glorious and fuccefsful reign. In his lad moments he 
recommended concord to his fons , and his fons to 
the army. The falutary advice never reached the 
heart , or even the underftanding , of the impetuous 
youths; but the-tnorc obedient troops, mindful of 
their oath of allegiance , and pf the authority of 
their deceafed mafter , refifted the fplicitatipus of 
Garacalla , and proclaimed both brothers emperor$ 
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CHAP* of Rome. The new princes foon left the Caledonians 
^' in peace , returned to the Capital , celebrated their 
father's funeral with divine honours , and were 
cheerfully acknowledged as lawful fovereigns » by 
the fenate , the people , and the provinces. Some 
pre-eminence of rank feems to have b^en allowed 
to the elder brother; but they both adminiftered 
the empire with equal and independent power ^% 
jeaiottfy • Such a divided form of government would have 
of thl'lwo proved a fource of difcord between the moft affec- 
emperors, tionate brother*?. It was impofCble that it could 
long fubfift between two implacable enemies, wha 
neither defired nor could trull a reconciliation « It 
was vifible that one only could reign , and that the 
other muft fall ; arid each of them judging of his 
rival's defigns by his own , guarded his life with 
the moft jealous vigilance from the repeated attacks 
of poifon or the fWord. Their rapid journey through 
Gaul and Italy, during which they never eat at the 
iame table, or slept in the fame houfe, difplayed 
to the provinces the odious fpectacle of fraternal 
difcord. On their arrival at Rome, they immediately 
^ , divided the vaft extent of the Imperial palace ". 
No communication was allowed between their 
apartments ; the doors and palfages were diligeiitly' 
fortified , and guards pofted and relieved with the 
fame ftrictnefs as in a befieged plade. The emperors 
met only in public , in theprefence of their afflicted 
mother ; and each fiirrounded by a numerous train 
of armed followers. Even on thefe occafions of 
ceremony, thediilimulation of courts could ill difguife 
the rancour of their hearts '\ ... 
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This latent civil war already diftractcd the whole chap; 
government , when a fcheroe was fuggefted thai; ^^^^l^^^ 
feemed of mutual benefit to the hoflile brothers, negoda- 
It was propofed ^ that fiace it was impoflTible to ^^°^^^^'^^l 
reconcile their mi^j^s ^ they should feparate their empifebt,* 
intereft , and divide t}ie empire bet-Nyecp them. The ^^^ 
conditions of the JMaty we«e already drawn with 
fame accuracy. iWvas agreed, that Caracalla , as 
the elder brother , should remain in polTeflion of 
Europe and the weftern Afr|c^ ; and that he should 
relinquish the fovereignty of Afia and Egypt to 
Geta , who might fix his refideuQe at Alexandria or 
Antioch, cities little inferior to Rome itfelf in wealth 
and greatnefs ; that numerous armies should be 
cbnftantly encamped on either fide of the Thracian 
Bofphorus , to guard the frontiers of the rival 
n^onarchies ; and that the fenators of Europeaa 
extraction should acknowledge the fovereign of 
Roilie , whilft the natives of Afia followed the 
emperor of the Eaft. The tears of the emprefs Julia 
interrupted the negociation, the firft idea of which 
had filled every Roman breaft Vrith furprife and 
indignatiot). The mighty mafs of conqueft was fo 
intimately united by the hand of time and policy , 
that it required the moft forcible violence taijpencl 
it afunder. The Romans had reafoa to dread , that 
the disjointed members would foon be reduced by 
a civil war under the dominion of one mafter ; but 
if the feparation was permanent , the divifion of the 
provinces mud terminate in the diflblution of an 
empire whofe unity had hitherto remained invio 
late r. 
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tHAP. Had the treaty been carried into Execution, the 
^' fovereign of Europe might foon have been the con- 
Gcta. queror of Afia ; but Caracalla obtained an cafier 
A.D. aia. though a more guilty victory. He artfully liftencd 
iruary.** ^^ ^^^ mother's entreaties , and •confented to meet 
his brother in her apartiflent , on terms of peace 
and reconciliation. In the m^|^ of their conver- 
fatioti , fome centurions , who had contrived to 
conceal themfclves , rushed with drawn fwords upon 
the unfortunate Geta. His diftracted mother drove 
to protect him in her arms; but, in the unavailing 
ftruggle , she was wounded in the hand , and covered 
with the blood of her younger fon , while she faw- 
the elder animating and affifting " the fury of the 
^iflaflins. As Toon as the deed was perpetrated , 
Caracalla ,* with hafty fteps , and horror in his 
countenance , ran towards the Praetorian camp ^s 
his only refuge , and threw himfelf on the ground 
before the ftatues of the tutelar deities ". The 
foldiers attempted to raife and comfort him. Irt 
broken and difordered words he informed them of 
his imminent danger and fprtunatc ^fcape ; infinuat- 
ing that he had prevented the defigns of his enemy, 
and declared his refolution to live and die with his 
faithful troops. Geta had been the favourite of the 
foldiers ; but complaint was ufelefs , revenge was 
dangerous, and they ftill reverenced the fon of 
Severus. Their difcontent died a\Vay in idle mur- 
ihurs , and Caracalla foon convinced them of the 
juftice of his caufe , by diftributing in one lavish 
donative tUb accumulated treafcfres of his father's 
reign *^ The real fcntiments of the /oldiers arlone 
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'Were of importance to his power or fafety. Their 
declaration in his favour, commanded the dutiful 
profejfions of the fcnate. The obfequious affembly^ 
Nvas always prepared torltify the declHon of fortune; 
but as Caracalla wished to afluage the firft emotions 
of public indignation, the name of Geta was men- 
tioned with decency, and he received the funeral 
honours of a Roman emperor **. Pofterity , in pity 
to his misfortune , has caft a veil over hij vices. 
We confider that young prince as the innocent victirai 
of his brother's ambition, without recollecting th^t 
he himfelf wanted power, rather than inclination, 
to confummate the fame attempts of revenge and 
murder. 

The crime went not unpunished^ Neither bufinefs, 
nor pleafure , nor flattery , could defend Caracalla 
from the flings of a guilty confcience; and he con- 
fefled , in the anguish of a tortured mind, that his 
difordered fancy often beheld the angry forms of 
his father and his brother rifing into life , to threaten 
and upbraid him *^ The confcioufnefs of his crime 
should have induced him to convince mankind, by 
the virtues of his reign , that the bloody deed had 
been the involuntary effect of fatal neceffity. But 
the repentance of Caracalla only prompted him to 
remove from the world whatever could remind 
him of his guilt , or recal the memory of his mur- 
dered brother. On his return from the fenate to the 
palace , he found his mother in the company of 
feveral noble matrons, weeping over the untimely 
fate of her younger fon. The jealous emperor 
threatened them With inflant death; the fentence 
Vol. L ' M 



CHAP. 
VL 



Ketnorfe 
and cruel- 
ty of Cara- 
calla. 



Digitized by 



Google 



178 THE DECLINE AND FALL 

CHAP, was executed againfl; Fadilla , the laft reknaimng 
^^' daughter of the emperor Marcus ; and even the 
afflicted Julia was obliged to filence her lameo- 
ations , to fupprefs her fi^s , and to receive the 
affaffin with fmiles of joy and approbation. It was 
computed that, under the vague appellation of the 
ifriends ofGeta, above twenty thoufand perfons of 
both fexes fufFered death. His guards and freedmen, 
the minifters of his ferious bufinefs , and the com- 
panions of his loofer hours , thofe who by his 
intereft had been promoted to any commands ia 
the army or provinces , with the long-connected 
chain of their dependents , were included in the 
profcription ; which endeavoured to reach every- 
one who had maintained the fmallefl; correfpondence 
with Geta , who lamented his death , or who even 
mentioned his name **. Helvius Pertinax , fon to 
the prince of that name , loft his life by an unfea- 
fonable witticifm *^. It was a fufficient crime of 
Thrafca Prifcus , to be defcended from a family ia 
which the love of liberty feemed an hereditary 
quality *^ The particular caufes of calumny and 
fufpicion were at length exhaufted ; and when a 
fenator was accufed of being a fecret enemy to the 
government, the emperor was fatisfied with the 
general proof that he was a man of property and 
virtue. From this well-grounded principle he fre- 
quently drew the moft bloody, inferences. 
Death of The execution of fo many innocent citizens was 
Papinian. bcwailcd by the fecret tears of their friends and 
families. The death of Papinian , the Praetorian 
prefect , was lamented as a public calamity. During 
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the laft feven years of Severus, he had exercifed chap. 
the moft important offices of the ftatc , and , by ^^' 
his falutary influence , guided the emperor's ftcps 
in the paths of juftice and moderation. In full 
».^affurance of his' virtues and abilities, Severus, on 
his death-bed , had conjured him to watch over 
tJie profperity and linion of the Imperial family *'. 
The honeft labours of Papinian fcrved only to 
inflame the hatred which Caracalla had already con-^ 
ceivedagainfthis father's minifter. After the murder 
of Geta, the Prsefect was commanded to exert the 
powers of his skill and eloquence in a ftudied 
apblogy for that atrocious deed. 1 he philofophic 
Seneca had condefcended to compote a fimilar 
epiftle to the fenate , in the name of the fon and 
affaffin of Agrippina '* ; ,, That it was caficr to 
„ commit than to juftify a parricide, ,, was the 
glorious, reply ofPapinian *' , who did not hefitate 
between the lofs of life and that of honour. Such 
intrepid virtue , which had efcaped pure and un- 
fuUicd from the intrigues of courts , the ,habits of 
bufinefs , and the arts of his profeffion , reflects 
more luftre on the memory of Papinian , than all 
his great employments , his numerous writings , and ^ , 
the fuperior reputation as a lawyer, which he has 
prefer ved through every age of the Roman jurif- 
prudende '*. 

It had hitherto been the peculiar ffelicity of the His tyrah- 
Romans , and in the worft of times their con- "y extend. 
lolation , that the virtue ot the emperors^was active, whole em- 
and their vice indolent. Auguftus, Trajan , Hadrian, pJre. 
and Marcus^ vifited their extenfive dominions ia 

Mi 
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CHAP, perfon, and their progrefs was marked by acts of 
^^' wifdom and beneficence. The tyranny of Tiberius, 
Nero, and Domitian , whorefidedalmoftconftantly 
at Rome , or in the adjacent villas , was confined 
to the i[enatorial and equeftrian orders *'. But Cara-^ ^ 
calla was the common enemy of mankind- He left 
A.D.ais. ^j^e capital (and he never returned to it) about a 
year after the murder of Geta. The reft of his 
reign was fpent in the feveral provinces of thci 
empire , particularly thofe of the Eaft , and every 
province was by turns the fcene of his rapine and 
cruelty. The fenators , compelled by fear to attend 
. his capricious motions , were obliged to provide 
daily entertainments at an immenfe expence , which 
he abandoned with contempt to his guards ; and 
to erect , in every city , magnificent palaces and 
theatres , which he either difdained to vifit , or 
ordered to be immediately throVv^n down. The moft 
wealthy families were ruined by partial fines and 
- confifcations , and the great body of his fubjects 
oppreffed by ingenious and aggravated taxes '*. In 
the midft of peace , and upon the slighteft provo- 
; cation, he iflued his commands, at Alexandria in 
m ^SyP^ > *^^ ^ general maffacre. From a fecure poft 
in the temple of Serapis , he viewed and directed 
the slaughter of many thoufand citizens , as well 
as ftrangers , without diftinguishing either the 
/ number or the crime of the fufFerers ; fince , as he 

coolly informed the fenate, all the Alexandrians, 
thofe who had perished and thofe who had efcaped, 
were alike guilty ' . 
or diTdr*^ ' The wxfe inftructions of Severus never made any 

plinc. 
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lafting impreffion on the mind of his fon , who , c H \ p. 
althoiigh not deftitute of imagination and eloquence; ^ 
was equally devoid of judgment and humanity '*. 
One dangerous maxim , worthy of a tyrant , wafe 
remembered and ajbufed by Caracalla, „ To fecure"^ 
„ the affections of the . army , and to efteem the 
„ reft of his fubjects as of httle moment ''. „ But 
the liberality of the father had bden reftrained by 
prudence , and his indulgence to the troops was 
tempered by Hrmnefs and authority. The carelefs 
profufion of the fon was the policy of one reign , 
and the inevitable ruin both of the army and of 
the empire. The vigour of the foldiers , inftead of 
being confirmed by the fevere difcipline of camps , 
melted away in the luxury of cities. The exceflive 
increafe of their pay and donatives '* exhaufted 
the ftate to enrich the military order , whofe modcfty 
in pe^ce, and fervice in war, is beft fecured by 
?in honourable poverty. The demeanor of Caracalla 
was haughty and full of pride; but with the 
troops he forgot even the proper dignity of his 
rank, encouraged their infolent familiarity, and, 
neglecting the effential duties of a general , 
affected to imitate the drefs and manners of a 
common foldier. 

. It was impoflible that fuch a character, and Murder of 
fuch a conduct as that of Caracalla , could infpire ^^ d! 21*. 
either tove or efteem; but as long as his vices sthMiircii. 
were beneficial to the armies , he was fecure from 
the danger of rebellion, A fecret confpiracy, 
provoked by his own jealoufy, was fatal to the"* 
tyrant. The Praetorian praefecture was divided 

M 5 . 
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CHAP, between two minifters. The military department 
^^' . was intrufted to Adventus, an experienced rather 
than an able foldier; and the civil aiFairs were 
tranfacted by OpiHus Macrinus, who, by his 
dexterity ip bulioefs, had raifed himfelf, with 
a fair character, to that high office. But his 
favour varied with the caprice of the emperor, 
and his life might depend on the slighteft fufpicion, 
or the moft cafual circumftance. Malice or 
fanaticjfm had fuggefl^ed to an African , deeply 
' skilled in the knowledge of futurity, a very 
dangerous prediction, that Macrinus and his fon were 
deftined to reign over the empire. The report 
was foon diffufed through the province; and 
when the man was fent in chains to Rome , he 
ftill afferted, in th? prefence of the Praefect.of 
the city, the faith of his prophecy. That magiftrate, 
who had received the moft prefling inftriJctions 
to inform himfelf of the fuccejjors of Caracalla, 
immediately communicated the examination of the 
African to the. Imperial court , which at that 
time refided in Syria. But, notwithftanding the 
diligence of the public mcffengers , a friend of 
\ IVlaprinus found mean^ to apprize hitn of the 
approaching danger. The emperor received the 
letters from Rome; and as he was then engaged in 
the conduct of a chariot race,, he delivered theni 
unopened to the Praetorian Prefect , directing 
him to difpatch the ordinary affiiirs , and to report 
the more important buQnefs that might be contained 
" in them. Macrinus read his fate, and refolved to 
prevent it. He inflamed the difcontents of fome 
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inferior officers, and employed the hand of chap. 
Martialis , a dcfpcrate foldier , who had been ^^' 
refufcd the rank of centurion. The devotion of 
Caracalla prompted him to make a pilgrimage 
from Edeffa to the celebrated temple of the Moon 
at Carrhae. He was attended by a body of cavalry; 
but having flopped on the road 'for fome neceffary 
occafion, his guards preferved a refpectful diftance, 
and Martialis approaching his perfon under a 
pretence of duty, ftabbed him with a dagger. 
The bold aflaflin wa^inftantly killed by a Scythian 
archer of the Imperial guard. Such was the end* 
of a monfter whofe life difgraced human nature, 
and whofe reign accufed the patience of the , 
Romans **. The gratefpl foldicrs forgot his vices, 
remembered only his partial liberality , and obli- ^ 

ged the fenate to proftitute their owa dignity 
and that of religion by granting him . a place 
among the gods. Whilft he was upon earth, imitation 
Alexander the Great was the only hero whom »^ a*^- 
this god deemed worthy his admiration. He affumed 
the name and cnfigns of Alexander, formed a 
Macedonian phalanx of guards, perfecuted the 
difciples of Ariftotle , and difplayed with a puerile 
enthufiafm the only fentiment by which he dif- 
covered any regard for virtue or glory. We can 
cafily conceive , that after the battle of Narva , 
and the conqueft of Poland , Charles the Twelfth 
( though he ftill wanted the more elegant accom- 
plishments of the fon of Philip) might boaft of 
having rivalled his valour and magnanimity : but 
in no one action of his life did Caracalla exprcfs 
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CHAP, the fainted refemblance of the Macedonian hero, 

^^' except in the murder of a great number of his owa 

and of his father's friends **. 

Election After the extinction of the houfe of Severus 

andcha. ^^ Rooian world remained three days without a 

Macrinus, inafter. The choice of the army ( for the autho. 

rity of a diftant and feeble fenate was little regard- 

ed ) hung in an anxious fufpenfe; as no candidate 

prefented himfelf whofe diftinguished birth aqd 

merit could engage their attachment and unite 

their fuffrages. The decifive weight of the 

Praetorian guards elevated the hopes of their 

praefects, and thefe powerful minifters began to 

affert their legal claim to fill the vacancy of the 

Imperial throne. Adventus , however , the fenior 

prsefect , confcious of hi| age and infirmities , of 

his fmall reputation, and his fmaller abilities, 

refigned the dangerous honour to the crafty 

ambition of his colleague Macrinus , whofe well* 

^ . diffembled grief removed all fufpicion of his being 

acceffary to his mafter's death *'. The troops 

neither loved nor efteemed his character. They 

caft their eyes around in fearch of a competitor 

and at laft yielded with reluctance to his promifcs 

A. D. 217. ^^ unbounded liberality and indLqlgence. A short 

JMarch u. time after his acceffion , he conferred on his fon 

Diadumenianus , at . the age of only ten years , 

the Imperial title and the popular name of Antoninus. 

The beautiful figure of the yout|[i , aOift^d by an 

additional donative, for which' thp , ceremony 

furnished a pretext, might attract, it was hoped, 

the favour of ^ the army , and fecure the doubtful 

throne of Macrinus, 
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The authority of the new fovcreign had been chap; 
ratified by the cheerful fubmiffion of the fenate ,,./*' 
and provinces. They exulted in their unexpected of the.fe- 
deiiverailce from a hated tyrant, and it feemed of "**^» 
little confequence to examine into the virtues of 
the fucceffor of Caraca)la. But as foon as the firfl 
tranfports of joy and furprife had fubfided , they \ 

began to fcrutinize Ihe merits of Macrinus with a 
critical feverity , and to arraign the hafly choice of 
the army. It had hitherto been confidered as a 
fundamental maxim of the conftitution , that the 
emperor muft be always chofen in the fenate, and 
the fovereign power, no longer exercifcd by the 
whole body, was always delegated to one of it$ 
members. But Macrinus was not a fenator **. The 
fudden elevation of the Piaetorian prefects betrayed 
the meanncfs of their origin; and. the equeflriaa 
order was fliU in poflfeffion of that great office, 
which commanded with arbitrary fway the lives and 
fortunes of the fenate. A murmuir of indignation 
was heard, that a man whofe obfcure *^ extraction 
had never been illuftrated by any figual fcrvice> 
should dare to inveft himfelf with the purple, 
inflead of beftowing it on fome diftinguished fenator, 
equal in birth and dignity to the fplendour of the 
Imperial flation. As foon as the character of Ma- 
crinus was furveyed by the sharp eye of difcontent, 
fome vices, and many defects, were eafily difcovered. 
The choice of his miniflers was in many inftances 
juftly cenfurcd, and the diffatisfied people, with 
their ufual candour, accufcd at once his indolent 
tamenefs and his cxceflive feverity ^^. 
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CHAP. His rash ambition had climbed a height where it 
^}' was difficult to ftand with firmoefs , and impoflGble 

Bndthear- . . ' . \ , 

mf. to fall Without mftant dcitruction. pTramed m the 

arts of courts and the forms of civil bufinefs , he 
trembled in the prefence of the fierce and undif- 
ciplined multitude , over whom he had aflumed the 
command; his military talents were defpifed, and 
his perfonal courage fufpected; a whifper that 
circulated in the camp, difclofed the fital fecret of 
the confpiracy againft the late emperor, aggravated 
the guilt of murder by the bafenefs of hypocrify^ 
and heightened contempt by dcteftation. To alienate 
the foldiers , and to provoke inevitable ruin , the 
character of a reformer was only wanting: and 
fuch was the peculiar hardship of his fate , that 
Macrinus was compelled to cxercife that invidious 
office. The prodigality of Garacalla had left behind 
it a long train of ruin and diforderj and if that 
worthlefs tyrant had been capable of reflecting oa 
the fure confequences of his own conduct, he would 
perhaps have enjoyed the dark profpect of the 
diftrefs and calamities which he bequeathed to his 
fucceflbrs. 
Macrinut In the management of this neceflary reformation, 
attempts a Macrinus proceeded with a cautious prudence , 
tionTf*the which would have reftored health and vigour to the 
anny, Roman army , in an eafy and almofl imperceptible 
manner. To the foldiers already engaged in the 
fervice , he was conftr^ined to leave the dangerous 
privileges and extravagant pay given by Garacalla; 
but the new recruits were received on the more 
moderate though liberal cftablishment of Scverus , 
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and gradually formed to modefty and obedience *^ 
One fatal error dcftroyed the falutary eiFccts of this 
judicious plan* The numerous army, affembled 
in the Eaft hy the late emperor, inftead of being 
immediately difperfed by Macrinus through the 
feveral provinces , was fufFered to remain united in 
Syria , during the winter that followed his elevation. 
In the luxurious idlenefs of their quarters , the troops 
viewed theif ftrength and numbers, communicated 
their complaints , and revolved in their minds the 
advantages of another revolution. The veterans , 
inftead of being flattered by the advantageous 
diftinction, were alarmed by the fiift fteps of the 
cihperor, which they confidered as the prefage of 
his future intentions. The recruits, with fuUen 
reluctance , entered on a fervice , whofe labours 
were increafed while its rewards were diminished by 
a covetous and unwarlike fovereign. The murmurs 
of the army fwelled with impunity into feditious 
clamours ; and the partial mutinies betrayed a fpirit 
of difcontent and difaffection , that waited only for 
the slighteft occafion to break out on eAjery fide 
into a general rebellion. To minds thus difpofed^ 
the occafion foon prefented itfelf. 

The emprefs Julia had experienced all the viciflS- 
tudes of fortune. From an humble ftation she had 
been raifed to greatnefs , only to tafte the fuperior 
bitternefs of an exalted rank. She was doomed to 
-weep over the death of one of her Tons , and over 
the life of the other. The cruel fate of Caracalla, 
though her good fenfe muft have long taught her 
to expect it , awakened the feelings of a mother 
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CHAP* and of an emprefs. Notwithftanding the rcfpectful 
V'* civility exprefled by the ufurper towards the widow 
of Severus , she defcended with a painful ftrugglc 
into the condition of a fubject , and foon withdrew 
herfelf by a voluntary death from the anxious and 
h^nailjating dependence **. Julia Maefa, her fitter, 
\vas ordered to leave the court and Antioch. She 
retired to Emefa with an immenfe fortune, the 
fruit of twenty years favour, accompanied by her 
two daughters, So?emias and Mamaea, each of 
whom was a widow , and each had an only fon^ 
Baflianus, for that was the name of the fon of 
So?emias, was confecrated to the honourable mif 
niftry of high prieft of the Sun ; and this holy 
vocation , embraced either from prudence or fur 
perftition, contributed to raif(^ the Syrian youth 
to the empire of Rome, A numerous body of troops 

1 was ftationed at Emefa ; and, as the fevere difcipline 

of Macrinus had conttrained them to pafs the winter 
encamped, they were eager to revenge the cruelty 
of fuch unaccuttomed hardships. The foldiers , 
who reforted in crowds to the temple of the Sun, 
beheld with veneration and delight the elegant 
drefsand figure ofayoimg pontiff: they recognifed, 
or they thought that they recognifed , the features 
of Caragalla, whofe memory they now adored. 
The artful Maefa faw and cherished their rifing 
partiality, and readily facrificing her daughter's 
reputation to the fortune of her graridfon , she 
infinuated that Baflianus was the natural fon of their 
murdered fovereign. The furas diftributed by her 
emiflarics \yith a lavish hand ,, . filenced every 
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objection , and the profufion fufficiently proved the 
affinity, or at leaft the refcmblance, of Baflianus 
with the great original. The" young Antoninus 
(for he had affumed and polluted that refpectable 
name) was declared emperor by the troops of 
Emefa, afferted his hereditary right, and called 
aloud on the armies to follow the flandard of a 
young and liberal prince , who had taken up arms 
to revenge his father's death and the oppreflion of 
the military order *^. 

Whilft a conf[}iracy of womf n and eunuchs was 
concerted with prudence , and conducted with 
rapid vigour , Macrinus , who , by a decifive 
tnotion, might have crushed his infant enemy, 
floated between the oppofite extremes of terror 
jand fecurity , which alike fixed him inactive at 
Antioch. A fpirit of rebellion dififufed itfelf through 
all the camps and garrifons of Syria, fuccefllve 
detachments murdered their officers ^* , and joined 
the party of the rebels ; and the tardy rcftitutioa 
of military pay and privileges Was imputed to the 
acknowledged weaknefs of Macrinus. At length 
lie marched out of Antioch , to meet the increafing 
,and zealous army of the young pretender. His owa 
troops feemed to take the field with faintnefs and 
reluctance; but, in the heat of the battle**, the 
Praetorian guards, almoft by an involuntary impulfe, 
afferted the fuperiority of their valdur and difcipline. 
The rebel ranks were broken j when the mother 
and grandmother of the Syrian prince , who , 
according to their eaftern cuftom, had attended 
the army 9 threw themfelyes from their covered 
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CHAP, chariots, and, by exciting the compaflion of the 
VI- foldiers, endeavoured to animate their drooping 
courage. Antoninus him'felf , who , in the reft of 
his life , never acted like a man , in this important 
crifis of his fate approved himfelf ahero, mounted 
jhis horfe, and, at the head of his rallied troops, 
charged fword in hand among the thickeft of the 
enemy ; * whilft the eunuch Gannys , whofe occu- 
pations had been confined to female cares and the 
foft luxury of Afia, difplayed the talents of an 
able and experienced general. The battle ftill raged 
with doubtful violence , and Macrinus might have 
obtained the victory , had he not betrayed his own 
caufe by a shameful and precipitate flight* His 
cowardice ferved only to protract his life a few 
days, and to (lamp deferved ignominy on his 
misfortunes. It is fcarcely neceflary to add, that 
his fon Diadumeni^nus was involved in the ilame 
fate. As foon as the ftubborn Praetorians could 
fee convinced that they fought for a prince who 
had bafely deferted them, they furrcndered to the 
conqueror; the contending parties of the Roman 
army piingling tears of joy and tendernefs, united 
under the banners of the imagined fon of Garacalla, 
and the Eaft acknowledged wiih pleafure the firft 
emperor of Afiatic extraction. 
EUgaba- The letters of Macrinus had condefccnded to 
to\h"fi. inform the fenate of the slight difturbance occa- 
nau. fioned by an. impoftor in Syria , and a decree im- 

mediately paflcd, declaring the rebel and his fa- 
mily public enemies ; with a promife of pardon > 
however , to fuch of his deluded adherents as 
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should merit it by an immediate return to their chap* 
duty. During the twenty days that elapfed from ^^* 
the declaration to the victory of Antfininus {for 
in fo short an interval was the fate of the Roman 
world decided), the capital and the piovinces , 
more efpecially thofe of the Eaft, were diftracted 
with hopes and fears, agitated with tumult, and 
flained with aufelefs effufion of civil blood, fmcc 
whofoever of the rivals prevailed in Syria , muft 
reij2:n over the empire. The fpecious letters in 
which the young conqueror announced his victory 
to the obedient fenate, were filled with profef- 
fioas of virtue and moderation ; the shining ex- 
. amples of Marcus and Auguftus, he should ever 
confider as the great rule of his adminiftration ; 
and he aiFected to dwell with pride on the ftrik- • 

ing refemblance of his own age and fortunes with 
thofe of Auguftus, who in the earlieft youth^had 
revenged by a fuccefsful war the murder of his 
father. By adopting the ftyie of Marcus Aurelius 
Antoninus, fon of Antoninus and grandfoa of 
Severus , he tacitly afferted his hereditary claim 
to the empire; but, by affuming the tribunitiaa 
and proconfular powers before they haJ beea 
conferred on him by a decree of the fenate, he 
iDJBFended the delicacy of Roman prejudice. This 
new and injudicious violation of the conftitutioa 
was probably dictated either by the ignorance of 
Iiis Syrian courtiers , or the fierce difdain of his 
military followers ^\ 

As the attention of the new emperor was di- Picture of 
verted by the moft' trifiing amufeaicats , he wafted a. d. 319. 
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CHAP, i^^^y ,nionths in his luxurious progrefs from SytiX 
yi. to Italy , paffed at Nicomedia his firft winter after 
his victory , and deferred till the enfuing fumraei^ 
' his triumphal entry into the capital* A faithful 
picture , however , which preceded his arrival , 
^ and was placed by his immediate order over the 
altar of Victory in the fenatehoufe , conveyed to 
the Romans the juft but unworthy refemblance ot 
his perfon and manners. He was draWn in his fa- 
cerdbtal robes of filk and gold, after the loofe 
flowing fashion of the Medes and Phoenicians; 
his head was covered with a lofty tiara, his nu- 
merous collars and bracelets were adorned with 
gems of an ineftimable value. His eyebrows were 
tinged with black, and his cheeks painted with 
an artificial red and white ^\ The grave fenators 
confeffed with a figh , that , after having long 
experienced the ftern tyranny of their own country- 
men, Rome was at length humbled beneath the 
effeminate luxury of Oriental defpotifm. 
His fupsr. The Sun was worshipped at Emefa , under the 
^^^^' name of Elagabalus ^* , and under the form of a 
^ black conical ftone , which , as it was univerfally 
believed, had fallen from heaven on that facred 
/^ place. To this protecting deity, Antoninus, not 
without fome reafon , afcribed his clevafion to 
the throne. The difplay of fupeiftitious gratitude, 
-was the only ferious bufinefs of his reign. The 
triumph of the god of Emefa ov^r all the religions 
of the earth , was the great object of his zeal and 
vanity : and the appellation of Elagabalus ( for 
he prefumed as pontiff and favourite to adopt that 

facred 
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facred name) was dearer to him than all the titles ciJAP* 
of Imperial greatnefs. In a folemn proceflion ^^' 
through the ftreets of Rome , the way was ftrewed 
with gold duft ; the black (lone , fet in precious 
gems , was placed on a chariot drawn by fix milk* 
white horfcs richly caparifoned. The pious emper* 
or held the reins, and, fupported by his minifters, 
moved slowly backwards , that he might perpe- 
tually enjoy the felicity of the divine prcfence. 
In a magnificent temple raifed on the Palatine 
Mount, the facrifices of the god Elagaba^lus were 
celebrated with every circumftance of coft and fo- 
Icmnity. The richeft wines, the moft extraordinary 
victims, and the rareft aromatics, were prof ufely 
confumed on his altar. Around the altar a chorus 
of Syrian damfels performed their lafcivious dances 
to the found of barbarian mufic, whilft the graveft 
perfonages of the ftate and army, clothed in long 
Fhcenician tunics, officiated in the meaneft func- 
tions, with afiected zeal and fecret indignation ^^ 

To this temple , as to the common centre of* 
religious wonvhip, the Imperial fanatic attempted 
to remove the Ancilia, the Palladium **, and all 
the facred pledges of the faith of Numa. A crowd 
of inferior deities attended in various ftations the 
majefty of the god of Emefa ; but his court Mras 
ftill imperfect, till a female of <liftinguished rank 
was admitted to his bed. Pallas had been firft 
chofen for his confort ; but as it Was dreaded left 
her warlike terrors might affright the foft delicacy 
of a Syrian deity , the Moon , adored by the Af- 
ricans under the name of Aftarte^ Was deemed ai 

^ Vol. L N 
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CHAP, more fuitable companion for the Sun. Her imaged 
^^' with the rich offerings of her temple as a marriage 
portion , was tranfported with folemn pomp from 
Carthage to Rome , and the day of thcfe myftic 
nuptials was a general feftival in the capital and 
throughout the empire ". 
Hisprofli- A rational voluptuary adheres with invariable 
gate and rcfpect to the temperate dictates of nature , and 
lux^'y"*** improves the gratifications of fenfe by focial in- 
tercourfe, endearing connections , and thefoft 
colouring of tafte and the imagination. But Ela- 
gabalus (I fpeak of the emperor of that name), 
corrupted by his youth , his country , and his for- 
tune , abandoned himfelf to the groflefl: pleafures 
with ungoverned fury, and foon found difgufl; 
and (atiety in the midft of his enjoyments. The 
inflammatory powers of art were fummoned to 
his aid: the confafed multitude of women, of 
wines, and of dishes, and the (ludied variety of 
altitudes and fauces , ferved to revive his languid 
appetites. New terms and new inventions in thefe 
fciencts , the only ones cultivated and patronifed 
by the monarch '*, fignalized his reign, and tranf- 
mitted his infamy to fucceeding times. A capri- 
cious prodigality fupplied the want of tafte and 
elegance ; and whilft Elagabalus lavished away 
the treafures of his people in the wildeft extrava- 
gance, his own voice and that of his flatterers 
applauded a fpirit and magnificence unknown to 
the tamenefs of his prcdeceflbrs. To confound 
the order of feafons and climates *' , to fport with 
the paffions and prejudices of his fubjects , and 
to fuivert every law of nature and decency , were 
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in the number of his moft delicious amufements. 
A long train of concubines , and a rapid fucceflion 
of wives, among whom was a veftal virgin,' ra- 
vished by force from her facred afylum " , were 
infufficient to fatisfy the impotence of his paffions* 
The mailer of the Roman world affected to copy 
the drefs and manners of the female fex , preferred 
the diftaff to the fceptre, and dishonoured the 
principal dignities of the empire by diftributing 
them among his numerous lovers; one of whom 
was publicly inverted with the title and authority 
of the emperor's, or, as he more properly ftyled 
himfelf, of the emprefs's husband '*. 

It may feem probable, the vices and follies of 
Elagabalus have been adorned by fartcy , and 
blackened by prejudice **. Yet confining ourfelves 
to the public fccnes difplayed before the Roman 
people , and attefted by grave suid contem* 
jporary hiftorians, their inexpreffible infamy furpaffes 
that of any ofher age or country. The licence JIf 
an eaftern monarch is fecluded from the eye of 
curiofity by the inacceflible walls of his feraglio. 
The fentiments of honour and gallantry have in* 
troduced a refinement of pleafure , a- regard for 
decency, and a refpect for the public opinion, int<> 
the modern courts of Europe ; but the corrupt and 
opulent nobles of Rome gratified every vice that 
could be collected from the mighty conflux of 
nations and manners. Secure of impunity, carelefs 
of cenfure , thry lived without reflraint in the 
patient and humble fociety of their slaves and para* 
fitcs. The emperor , in his turn , viewing every 
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CHAP, rank of his fubjects with the fame contemptuous 
^^' indifference , aflcrted without control his fovcreiga 
privilege of luft and luxury. 
Difcon* The moft worthlefs of mankind are not afraid 

tents of ihe to coudcmn in others the fame diforders which 
*""^' they allow in themfelves; and can readily difcovcr 

fome nice difference of age, character, orftation^ 
to juftify the partial diftinction. The licentious 
foldiers , who had raifed to the throne the diffolute 
fon of Caracalla , blushed at their ignominious 
choice, and turned with difguft from that monfler, 
to contemplate with pleafure the opening virtues 
of his coufin Alexander the fon of Maraaea. The 
crafty Maefa , fenfible that her grandfon Elagabalus 
muft inevitably deftroy himfelf by his own vices ,^ 
had provided another and furer fupport of her 
family. Embracing a favourable moment of fondnefs 
Alexander ^"^ dcvotion , fhc had perfuaded the young emperor 
severus ^ to adopt Alexander , and to inveft him with the 
cxfeT** title of Cxfar , that his own divine occupations 
A.D.2SI. might be no longer interrupted by the care of the 
earth. In the fecond rank that amiable prince foon 
acquired the affections of the public , and excited 
the tyrant's jealoufy , who refolved to terminate 
the dangerous competition, either by corrupting 
the manners , or by taking away the life , of his 
rival. His arts proved unfuccef^ful ; his vain defigns 
were conftantly difcovered by his own loquacious 
folly , and difappointed by thofe virtuous and 
faithful fervants whom the prudence of Mamaea 
had placed about the perfon of her fon. In a hafty 
fally of paffion , Elagabalus refolved to execute 
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by force what he had been unable to compafs by- 
fraud, and by a defpotic fentence degraded his 
coufm from the rank and honours of Cxfar, The 
meflage was received in the fenate with filence , 
and in the camp with fury. Tne Praetorian guards 
fwore to protect Alexander , and to revenge the 
dishonoured majefty of the throne. The tears and 
promifes of the trembling Elagabalus , who only 
begged them to fpare his life , and to leave him in 
the poffeffion of his beloved Hierocles , diverted 
their juft indignation; and they contented them- 
felves with empowering their pr?efects to watch 
over the fafety of Alexander , and the conduct of 
the emperor *\ 

It was impoflible that fuch a reconciliation should 
laft, or that even the mean foul of Elagabalus could 
hold an empire on fuch humiliating terms of de* 
pcndence. He foon attempted , by a dangerous ex- 
periment , to try the temper of the foldiers. The 
report of the death of Alexander , and the natural 
fufpicion that he had been murdered , inflamed their 
paflions into fury , and the tempefl of the camp 
could only be appeafed by the prefence and autho- 
rity of the popular youth. Provoked at this new 
inftance of their affection for his coufin, and their 
contempt for his perfon , the emperor ventured to 
punish fome of the leaders of thp mutiny. His 
unfeafonable feverity proved inftantly fatal to his 
minions , his mother, and himfelf. Elagabalus was 
maflacred by the indignant Praetorians , his muti- 
lated corpfe dragged through the ftreets of the city, 
and thrown into the Tyber. His memory Nyas 
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CHAP, branded with eternal infamy by the fenate ; the 
V^' jiiftice of whofe decree has been ratified by pofte* 
rity *\ 
Accefflon In the room of Elagabalus , his couHn Alexander 
andJr'se* was Taifcd to the ftirone by the Praetorian guards* 
Y^rMSt His relation to the family of Severus , whofe name 
he affumed , was the fame as that of his predeceffor ; 
his virtue and his danger had already endeared him 
to the Romans , and the eager liberality of the 
fenate conferred upon him , in one day y the various 
^ titles and powers of the Imperial dignity *'• But as 
Alexander was a modefl; and dutiful youth , of 
only feventeen years of age , the reins of government 
were in the hands of two women , of his mother 
IVlam^ea , and of Maefa, his grandmother, After 
the death of the latter , who furvived but a short 
time the elevation of Alexander, Mamaea remained 
the fole regent of her fon and of the empire. 
Power of In every age and country, the wifer, or at lead 
his mother the ftrouger , of the two fexes , has ufurped the 
powers of the ftate, and confined the other to the 
cares and pleafures of domeftic life. In hereditary 
monarchies , however , apd efpecially in thofe of 
modern Europe , the gallant fpirit of chivalry , and 
the law of fucceffion, have aecuftomed us t6 allow 
a Angular exception ; and a woman is often ack- 
nowjedged the abfolute fovereign of a great king- 
dom , in which she would be deemed incapable of 
exercifing the fmalleft employment, civil or military*^ 
But as the Roman emperors were ftill confidered as 
the generals and magiftrates of the republic , their 
wives and mothers, although diftinguisfaed by the 
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name of Augufta , were never affociated to their chap. 
perfonal honours ; and a female reign would have ^^' 
appeared an inexpiable prodigy in the eyes of thofe 
primitive Romans , who married without love , or 
loved without delicacy and refpect '*. The haughty 
Agrippinaafpired, indeed, to share the honours of 
the empire , which she had conferred on her fon ; 
but her mad ambition, deteftcd by every citizen 
who felt for the dignity of Rome , was difappointed 
by the artful firmnefe of Seneca andBprrhus *^ The 
good fenfe, or the indifference, of fuccceding princes, 
reftrained them from offending the prejudices of 
their fubjects ; and it was referved for the profligate 
Elagabalus , to difcharge the acts of the fenate ^ 
with the name of his mother Soxmias, >yho was 
placed by tl^e fide of the confqls , and fubfcribed , 
as a regular member, the decrees of the legislative 
affembly. Her more prudent filler, Mamaea, declined 
the ufelefs and odious prerogative , and a folemn 
law was enacted , excluding women for ever from 
the fenate , and devdting to the infernal gods , the 
head of the wretch by whom this fahction should 
be violated ". The fubftance, not the pageantry, 
of power was the object ofMamaea's manly am* 
bition. She maintained an abfolute an^ lafting empire 
over the mind of h<er fon , and in his affection the 
mother could not brook a rival. Alexander, with 
her confent , married the daughter of a Patrician ; 
but his refpect for his father-in-law , and love fox 
the emprefs , were ipconfiftent with the tendernefs 
or intereft of Mamaea. The Patrician was executed 
on the ready accufation of treafon , and the wife 
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of Alexander driven with ignominy from the palace, 
and banished into Africa *'. 

Notwithftanding this act of jealous cruelty , as 
weir as fome inftances of avarice , with which 
Mamaea is charged ; the general tenour of her ad- 
miniftration was equally for the benefit of her fon 
and of the empire. With the approbation of 
the fenate , she chofe fixteen of the wifeft and 
moft virtuous fepators , as a perpetual council of 
ftate, before \vhom every public bufinefs of mo- 
ment was debated and determined. The cele- 
brated Ulpian , equally diftinguished by his know- 
ledge of, and his refpect for, the laws of Rome, 
was at their head ; and the prudent firmnefs of this 
ariftocracy reftored order and authority to the 
government. As foon as they had purged the city 
from foreign fuperftition and luxury, the remains 
of the capricious tyranny of Elagabalus, they applied 
themfelves to remove his worthlefs creatures from 
every department of public adminiftration , and to 
fupply their places with men of virtue and ability. 
Learning, and the love of juftice, became the only 
recommendations for civil offices. Valour , and the 
love of difcipline, the only qualifications for mili- 
tary employments *'. 

But the rtioft important care of Mamaea and her 
wife counfellors, was to form the character of the 
young emperor , on whofe perfonal qualities the 
happinefs or mifery of the Roman world muft ulti- 
mately depend. The fortunate foil affifted , and 
even prevented , the hand of cultivation. An ex- 
cellent underftanding foon convinced Alexander of 
the advantages of virtue , the pteafure of know- 
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ledge, and theneceffity of labour. A natural mild- chap. 
litis arid moderation of temper prefcrvcd him from ^^• 
the aflaults of paflion and the allurements of vice. 
His unakerable regard for his mother, and his 
cftecm for the wife Ulpian , guarded his unex- 
perienced youth from the poifon of flattery. 

The fimple journal of his ordinary occupations ex- ^o^"*J. ^^ 
hibits a pleating picture of aii accomplished em* nary life, 
peror ** , and with fome allowance for the diflferencc 
of manners , might well deferve the imitation of 
modern princes. Alexander rofc early : the firft 
moments of the day were confecrated to private 
devotion , and his domeftic chapel was filled with 
the images of thofe heroes , who , by improving 
or reforming human life , had deferved the grateful 
reverence of pofterity. But, as he deemed the 
fervice of mankind the moft acceptable worship of 
the godi , the greateft part of his morning hours 
was employed in his council , where he difcuffed 
public affairs , and determined private caufes , with 
a patience and difcretion above his years. The 
drynefs of bufinefs was relieved by the charms of 
literature : and a portion of time was always fet 
apart for his favourite ftudies of poetry, hiftory, 
and philofophy. The works of Virgil and Horace, 
the republics of Plato and Cicere , formed his tafle, 
enlarged his underftanding , and gave him the 
noblelt ideas of man and government.' The exercifes 
of the body fucceeded to thofe of the mind ; and 
Alexander, who was tall , active , and robuft, fur- 
paffed moft of his equals in the^ymnaftic arts. 
Refreshed by the ufe of the bath and a slight din- 
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net, he refumed, with new vigour, the bufinefs 
of the day; and, till the hour of fupper, the prin- 
cipal meal of the Romans /he was attended by his 
fecretaries , with whom he read and anfwered the 
multitude of letters , memorials , and petitions , 
that muft have been addrefled to the mailer of the 
greateft part of the world. His table was ferved 
with the moft frugal fimplicity ; and whenever he 
was at liberty to confult his own inclination , the 
company confifted of a few felect friends , men of 
learning and virtue , amongft whom Ulpian was 
conftantly invited. Their converlation was familiar 
and inftructive ; ani the paufes were occafionally 
enlivened by the recital of fome pleafing com|)0- 
fition , which fupplied the place of the dancers , 
comedians , and even gladiators , fo frequently 
fummoned to the tables of the rich and luxurious 
Romans ^*. The drefs of Alexander was plain and 
modeft , bis demeanor courteous and affable : at 
the proper hours his palace was open to all bis 
fubjects , but the voice of a crier was heard-,, as 
in the Elcufmian myfteries, pronouncing the fame 
falutary admonition ; ,> Let none enter thofe holy 
55 walls , unlefs he is confcious of a pur^ and inno- 
55 cent mind ^'. 

Such an uniform tenour of life, which left 
not a moment for vice or folly, is a better proof 
of the wisdom and juftice of Alexander's govern- 
ment , than all the trifling details preferved in the 
compilation of Lampridius, Since the acceflion of 
Commodus, the Roman world had experienced, 
during a term of forty years , the fucceiffive and 
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various vices of four tyrants. From the death of Ela- gh api 
gabalus,it enjoyed an aufpicious calm of thirteen years ^^• 
The provinces , relieved from the oppreflive taxes 
invented by Garacalla and his pretended fon, flou* 
rished in peace and ' profperity , under the admi« 
niftration of magiftrates , yrho were convinced by 
experience , that to deferve the love of the fubjects , 
Mras their beft and only method of obtaining the 
favour of their fovereign. While fome gentle 
reftraints were impofed on the innocent luxury 
of the Roman people , the price of provifions , 
and the intereft of money, were reduced, 'by the 
paternal care of Alexander, whofe prudent liberality, 
without diftrefllng the induftrious , fupplied the 
wants ,and amufements of the populace. The 
dignity, the freedom, the authority, ofthefenate 
were reftorcd ; and every virtuous fenator might 
approach the perfon of the emperor , without fear , 
and without a blush. ' 

The name of Antoninus, ennobled by the vir- Alexander 
tues of Pius and Marcus , bad been communicated "^"^" *i*® 

name of 

by adoption to the diffolute Verus, and by defcent Antoni- 
to the cruel Commodus. It became the honourable ""'• 
appellation of the fons of Sevcrus , was bellowed 
on young Diadumenianus, and at length proftituted 
to the infamy of the high prieft of Emefa. Alexander, 
though preffed by the ftudied , and perhaps fincere 
importunity of the fenate, nobly refuted the borrowed 
luftre of a name ; whilft in his whole conduct he 
laboured to reftore the glories and feli^ty of the 
age of the genuine Antonines ^*. 
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CHIP. In the civil adminiftration of Alexander, wif- 
^^' dom was enforced by power, and the people, 
tempts to fcnfible of the public felicity, repaid their bene- 
reformthe factor with their love and gratitude. There ftill 
"'"^* remained a greater, a more neceffary , but a more 
difficult enterprife ; the reformation of the military 
order, whofe intereft and temper, confirmed by 
long impunity, rendered them impatient of the 
reftraints of difcipline, and carelefs of the bleffings of 
public tranquillity. In the execution of his defign the 
emperor affected to difplay his love , and to conceal 
his fear , of the army. The moft rigid oeconomy 
in every other branch of the adminiftration , fupplied 
a fund of gold and filver for the ordinary pay, and the 
extraordinary rewards of the ) troops. In their 
inarches he relaxed the fevere obligation of car- 
rying feventeen days provifion on their shoulders. 
Ample magazines were formed along the public 
roads, and as foon as they entered the enemy's 
country, a numerous train of mules and camels 
waited on their haughty lazinefs. As Alexander 
defpaired of correcting the luxury of his foldiers, 
he attempted^ at leaft , to direct it to objects of 
martial pomp and ornament, finehorfes, fplendid 
armour, and shield enriched with filver and gold, 
He shared whatever fatigues he was obliged to 
impofe, vifited, in perfon, the fick and wounded, 
preferved an exact regifter of their fervices and his 
own gratitude , and expreffed , on every occafion , 
the warmefl: regard for a body of men, whofe 
welfare , as he affected to declare , was fo clofely 
connected with tha|; of the ftatc '''By the moft 
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gentle arts he laboured to infpirc the fierce multitude cm a p. 
with a fenfe of duty, and toreftorc at leaft a faint ^^ 
image of that difcipline to which the Romans 
owed their empire over fo many other nations, as 
warlike and more powerful than themfelves* But 
his prudence was xain , his courage fatal , and the 
attempt towards a reformation ferved only to 
inflame the ills it was meant to cure. 

The Praetorian guards were attached to the youth Seditions 
of Alexander. They loved him as a tender pupil, torian^*^*' 
whom they Had faved from a tyrant's fury, and guards, 
placed on the Imperial throne. That amiable prince 
was fenfible of the obligation ; but as his gratitude pUn. 
was reftrained within the limits of reafon and 
juflice , they foon were more diffatisfied with the 
virtues of Alexander, than they had ever been 
with the vices of Elagabalus. Their prsefect , the 
wife Ulpian, was the friend of the laws and of 
the people ; he was confidered as the enemy of 
the foldiers , and to his pernicious counfels every 
fcheme of reformation was imputed. Some trifling 
accident blew up their difcontent into a furious 
mutiny; and a civil war raged, during three 
days, in Rome, whilft the life of that excellent 
minifter was defended by the grateful people. 
Terrified, at length, by the fight of fome houfes 
in flames , aad by the threats of a general confla- 
gration , the people yielded with a figh , and left 
the virtuous, but unfortunate, Ulpian to his fate. 
He was purfued into the Imperial palace, and 
mafiacred at the feet of his mailer , who vainly 
firove to cover him with the purple, and to obtain 
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CHAP, his pardon from the inexorable foldiers. Such was 
v^- the deplorable wcakneis of government , that the 
emperor was unable to revenge his murdered 
friend and l^is infulted dignity, without ftooping 
to the arts of patience and diflimulation. Epagathus, • 
the principal leader of the mutiny, was removed 
from Rome, by the honourable employment of 
prsefect of Egypt; from that high rank he was 
gently degraded to the government of Crete; and 
when , at length , his popularity among the guards 
was effaced by time and abfence , Alexander 
ventured to inflict the tardy, but dcferved 
punishment of his crimes ^*. Under the reign of 
a juft and virtuous prince , the tyranny of the 
army threatened with inftant death his mod; 
faithful minifters, who were fufpected of an intention 
Danger of to correct their intolerable diforders. Thehiftorian 
Dion caf- Dion Caflius had commanded the Pannonian legions 
^"*' with the fpirit of ancient difcipline. Their brethren 

of Rome, embracing the common caufe of 
military licence, demanded the head of the 
reformer. Alexander, however, inftead of yielding 
to their feditious clamours , shewed a juft fenfc 
of his merit and fervices, by appointing him his 
colleague in the confulship, and defraying fromv 
his own treafury the expence of that vain dignity : 
but as it was juftly apprehended, that if the 
foldiers beheld him with the enfigns of his office, 
th'^y would revenge the infult in his blood , the 
nominal firft magiftrate of the ftate retired , by 
the emperor's advice, from the city, and fpent 
the greatcft part of his confulship at his villas 
in Campania ^\ I 
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The lenity of the emperor confirmed the infolence chap. 
of the troops j the legions imitated the example of ^^* 
the guards, and defended their prerogative of of the u- 
licentioufnefs with the fame furious obftin^cy. The «*o"s. 
adminiftration of Alexander was an unavailing 
ftruggle againft the corruption of his age. In Illy- 
ricum, in Mauritania, in Armenia, in Mefopotamia, 
in Germany, fresh mutinies perpetually broke out; 
his officers were murdered , his authority was in- 
fulted, and his life at laft facrificed to the fierce 
difcontents of the army ^'. One piarticular fact well FirmncS 
deferves to be recorded , as it illuftrates the manners l[^^^ *™" 
of the troops , and exhibits a fingular inftance of 
their return to afenfe of duty and obedience. Whilft 
the emperor lay at Antioch, in his Perfian expedition, 
the particulars of which we shall hereafter relate, 
the punishment of fome foldiers, who had been 
difcovered in the ' baths of women , excited a 
fedition in the legion to which they belonged. 
Alexander afcended his tribunal, and with a modeft 
firmnefs reprefentcd to the armed multitude , the 
abfolute neceffity as well as his inflexible refolution 
of correcting the vices introduced by his impure 
pcedeceffor , and ojF maintaining the difcipline, 
which could not be relaxed without the ruin of 
the Roman name and empire. Their clamours 
interrupted his mild expoftulation. " Referve your 
shouts , 55 faid the undaunted emperor , " till you 
3, take the field againft the Perfians , the Germans, 
,3 and the Sarmatians. Be filent in the prefence of 
33 your fovereign and benefactor , who beftows 
3> upon you th^ corn , the clothing, and the money 
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CHAP. \y of the provinces. Be filent, or 1 shall no longer 
^'' 3> ftylc you foldicrs , but citizens ^' , if thofe indeed 
55 who difclaim the laws of Rome defcrve to be 
55 ranked among the meaneft of the people. " His 
menaces inflamed the fury of the legion , and their 
brandished arms already threatened his perfon, 
^' Your courage, " refumed the intrepid Alexander, 
^ would be: more nobly difplayed in the field of 
55 battle ; nie you may deftroy, you cannot intimidate; 
55 and the fevere juftice of the republic would punish 
55 your crime, and revenge my death. " The legion 
ftill perfifted in clamorous fedition , when the 
emperor pronounced, with a loud voice, the decilive 
fentence, " Citizens! lay down your arms, arid 
„ depart in peace to your refpectiye habitations. " 
The tempeft was inftantly appeafed ; the foldiers , 
filled with grief and shame , filently confeffed the 
juftice of their punishment and the power of difcipline, 
yielded up their arms and military enfigns, and 
retired in cpnfuHon, not to their camp, but to the 
feveral inns of the city. Alexander enjoyed , during 
thirty days , the edifying fpectacle of their repen- 
tance; nor did he reftore them to their former 
rank in the army , till he had punished with death 
thofe tribunes whdfe connivance had occafioned 
the mutiny. The grateful legion ferved the emperor, 
whilft Jiving, and revenged him when dead ^'. 
Defects of The rcfolutious of the multitude generally depend 
** a"ha** on a moment; and the caprice of paffion might 
racier. cqually determine the feditious legion to lay down 
/ their arms at the emperor's fee|:, or to plunge them 

into his breaft. Perhaps, if the fuigular tranfaction 

had 
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liad bceti invcftigated hy the penetration of a phi- chap. 
lofopheFj we should difcoVer the fecret caufes ^^' 
\vhich on that occafion authorized the boldncfs of 
the prince /and commanded the obedience of the 
troops; and perhaps > if it had been related by a 
judicious hiftorian , we should find this action » 
worthy of Csefar himfelf, reduced nearer to* the 
level of' probability and the commdn ftandard of 
the character of Alexander Sevcrus. The abilities 
of that amiable prince feem to have been inade- 
quate to. the difticulties of his fituation^ the 
firmnefs of - his conduct inferior to the purity 
of his intentions. His virtues, As Well as the 
vices of Elagabalus [ contracted a tincture of 
weakdefs and effeminacy from the fbft climate of 
Syria, of which he was a native 5 thoujgh he blushed 
at -his foreign origin, and liftenod with a Vairt 
complaceiKy to the flattering genealo^ift$ , whc^ 
derived his race from thd ancient ftock of Roman 
nbbiUty ^*. The pride and avarice of his mother 
caft a shade on the. glories of his reign; and by 
Exacting from his riper years the fame diitifut 
obedience which she had juftly claimed from hid 
unexperienced youth, Mamaea ejcpofed to public 
ridicule both her fon's character and her own *'. 
The fatigues of the Perfian ^wai> irritated the militar/ 
iJifcontent j 'the unfuccefsfui e^vent degraded the • 
reputation 6f the emperor as a general ^ and evea 
as. a foidicn E\*ery cdiife prepared , and every 
circutnflance haftenecl, a revolution, which diflraicted 
the Roman empire with a long feries of intefiin^ 
«;alamities; .-...' ^ 

Vol. L , . . O 
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CHAP. 
VI. 

Bigreffion 
on the fi. 
nances of 
the empire. 
/ 



Sfta1)ltth* 
ment 



The diffolute tyranny of Commodus , thc^ civil 
wars occafioned by his death , and the new maxims 
of policy introduced by the houfe of Severiis , had 
all contributed to increafe the dangerous power of 
the army , and to obliterate the faint image of laws 
and liberty that was Aill impreffed on the minds of 
the Romans. This internal change , which under« 
mined the foundations, of the empire , we have 
endeavoured to explain with fome degree of order 
and perfpicuity. The perfonal characters of the 
emperors, their victories, laws, follies, and for* 
tunes , can interefl; us no farther than as they are 
connected with the general hifiory of the Decline 
and Fall of the monarchy. Our conftant attention 
to that great object, will not fu£Fer us to overlook 
^ mod important edict of Antoninus Garacalla, 
which communicated to all the free inhabitants of 
the empire the name and privileges of Roman 
citizens. His unbounded liberality flowed not, 
however, from the fentiments of a generous mind; 
it was the fordid refult of avarice ,^ and wiA naturally 
be illuftrated by fome obfervations on the finances 
of that ftate , from the victorious ages of the 
commonwealth to the reign of Alexander Severn^* 
The fxcge of Vcii in Tufcany , the firft cbn* 
fiderable entfeprife of the Romans , Was protracted 
to the tenth year, much lefs h^ the -firength of 
the place than by the unskilfulnefs of 'the befiegers. 
The unaccuftomed hardships of fo many winter 
Campaigns , at the diftance of near twenty miles 
from home " , required more than common encou- 
ragements; and the fenate wifely prevented the 
clamours of th^ people, by the infthution of a 
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tegular pay for the foldiers, >vhich was levied by chaf. 
iBi general tribute , affeffed according to an equitable ^^' 
proportion on the property of the citizens '*• 
During more thin two hundred years after the 
conquefl; of Veii , the victories of the republic 
added lefs to the wealth than to the power of 
Rome. The ftates of Italy paid their tribute ia 
tniiicary Service only, and the vaft force both by 
fea and land, which was exerted in the Punic 
Nvars , was maintained at the expence of the Romans 
themfelves. That high-fpirited people (fuch is 
often the generous enthufiafm of freedom) cheerfully 
fubmitted to the rooft exceffive but voluntary 
burdens, in the jufl; confidence that they should 
fpeedily enjoy the rich harveft of their labours. 
Their expectations were nx>t difappointed. In the 
courfe of a few years , the riches of Syracufe , of 
Carthage , of Macedonia , and of Afia , were 
brought in triumph to Rome. The treafures of and atioiH. 
Perfeus alone amounted to near two millions fterling, J^j^^^^ ^*V* 
and the Roman people , the fovereign of fo many Roiwi cu 
nations , was for ever delivered from the weight ^**"'' 
of taxes *'. The increafing revenue of the provinces 
vras found fufficient to defray the ordinary eftab* * 

lishment of war and government and the fuperfluous 
ma& of gold and filver was depofited in the temple 
of Saturn , and referved for any unforefeen emer* 
gcncy of the ftate **. 

Hiftory has never perhaps fufFcred a greater or Tribntes 
mdre irreparable injury, than in the lofs of the oftheptt* 
curious regifter bequeathed by Auguftus to the 
fenate, .in which tha^t experienced prince fo ac* 
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CHAP, curatcly talanceJ the revenues and expences of the 
^^' Roman empire '*, Deprived of this clear and 
^ comprehenfiveeftimate, we are reduced to collect 

a few imperfect hints from fuch of the ancients as 
have accidentally turned afide from the fpleridid 
to the more ufeful parts of hiftory* Wc are inform^ 
cA that, by the conquefts of Ppmpey, the tributes 

of Afia, of Afia were xaifcd from fifty to one hundred and 
thirty-five millioiK. of drac&ms ; pr about fout 

•fEffypt, millions and a Jialf fterling "*. Under the laft and 
xnoft indolent of the Ptolemies^ the xevenuc of 
Egypt is faid to haVe amounted to twelve' thoufand 
five hundred talents ;. a fum equivalent to more 
than two taiillions and a half of our money, but 
Nifhich was afterwards confiderably improved by 
the more exact ceconomy of the Romans, and tht 
incveafe of the trade of iEthiopia and India ". Gaul 
was eijricbcdby rapine, as Egypt, was by com- 
inerce, and the tributes of thofc two great pro- 
vinces have been compared as nearly eqiial to each 
other in value*** The ten thoufand Euboic oc 
Phoenician, talent;? ;^ about four millions fterling ", 
which vanquished Carthage was condemned to pay 
within the term of fifty years ^ were a slight 
acknowledgment of the fuperiority of Rome**, 
;ind cannot bear the Icaft proportion with the taxes 
afterwards raifed both on the lands and on the 
perfons of the inhabitants , when the fertile coaft 
of Africa was reduced into a province *\ 

•f8pain> . Spain, by a very fingular fatality, was the Peru 
and IVlexico of the old y^orld. The difcovery of 
^e rich ^yeftern continent by th< Fhc^nici^xv^ y an^ 
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the oppreflion of the finople natives, who were cha^- 
compelled to labour in their own tnines for the ^^' 
benefit of ftrangers , form an exact type of the 
more recent hiftory of Spanish America '\ The 
PhcKnicians were acquainted only with the fea-coaft 
of Spain ; avarice , as well as ambition , carried ' 
the arms of Rome and Carthage into the heart of 
the country, ^nd almoft every part of the foi^ 
was found pregnant with copper, filver, and gold. 
Mention is made of a mine near Carthagena which 
yielded every day twenty-five thoufand drachms 
of filver , or about three hundred tho,ufand pounds 
a year *'. Twenty thoufand pound weight of gold 
was annually received from the provinces of Afturia, 
Gallicia, and Lufitania ^*. 

We want both leifurc and naaterials to purfuc **^^^* '*^ 
this curious inquiry through the many potent flates 
that were annihilated in the Roman empire. Some 
notion, however, may be farmed of the revenue 
of the provinces where confiderable wealth had beea 
depofited by nature, or collected by man, if w^ 
obferve the fevere attention that was directed to 
the abodes of folitude and fterility. Auguftus once 
jeceived a petition from the inhabitants of Gyarus, 
humbly praying that they might be relieved from 
ooe-third of their exceffive impofitions. Their whole 
,tax amounted indeed to no more than one hundred 
and fifty drachms , or about five pounds : but 
Gyariis was a Htrie island , or rather a rock , of 
the ^gean Tea., deftitute of fresh water and every 
neceffary of life, and inhabited only by a few 
W^retched fishermen *^ 
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CHAP. From the faint glimmerings of fuclr doubtful 

Amlu'nt a^d fci^ttcred lights, we should be inclined to 

of the re. believe, ift, That (with every fair allowance for 

venue, ^j^^ diflference of times and circurpftances ) the general 

income of the Roman provinces could Seldom 

amount to lefs than fifteen or twenty millions of 

our money *' ; and , ^dly , That fo ample a revenue 

muft have been fully adequate to all the expences 

of the moderate government inftituted by Auguftus, 

whofe xourt was the model): family of a private 

fenator , and whofe military eftablishment was 

calculated for the defence of the frontiers,, without 

any afpiring views of conqueft, or any ferious 

apprehenfipn of a foreign invafion. 

Taxes ort Notwithftanding the feeming probability of both 

tizrnTi"" ^^^^^ conclufions , the latter of them at lead is 

ftitutedby pofitively difowned by the* language and conduct 

Augiiftus, of Auguftus. It is not eaiy to determine whether, 

on this occaHon , he acted as the common father 

of the Roman world, or as the opprcffor of liberty; 

whether he wished to relieve the provinces , or to 

impoverish the fenatc and the equeftri^n order. 

But no fooner had hfe adumed the reins of go^ 

vernment , than he frequently intimated the infuf- 

ficiency of the tributes, and the-ncceffity of throwing 

an equitable proportion of the public burden up«xn" 

Rome and Italy. In the profecutioi^ of this unpo- 

I pular defign , he advanced, however, by cautious 

and well - weighed fteps. The introduction ol 

^ cuftoms was followed by the eftablishment of an 

excife , and the fcheme of taxation was completed 

by an artful alTefrment on the real and perfonal 
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property of the Roman citizens, who had been chap^ 
exempted from any kind of contribution above a ^'* 
century and a half. 

1. In a great empire h'ke that of Rome, a natural The cufw 
balance of money muft have gradually cftablishcd 
itfelf. It has been already obferved, that as the 
wealth of the provinces was attracted to the capital 
by the ftrong hand of conqueft and power; fo a 
confiderable part of it was reftored to the indullrious 
provinces by the gentle influence of commerce and 
arts. In the reign of Auguftus and his fuccefTors » 
duties were impofed on every kind of merchandife, 
which through a thoufand channels flowed to the 
great centre of opulence and luxury; and in what'' 
foever manner the law was cxpreffed , it was the 
Roman purchafer, and pot the provincial merchant, 
who paid the tax *'. The rate of the cuftoms varied 
from the eighth to the fortieth part of the value 
of the commodity; aqd we have alright to fuppofe 
that the variation was directed by the unalterable 
maxims of policy: that a higher' duty was fixed 
on the articles of luxury than on thofe of neceffity, 
and that the productions raifed or manufactured by 
the labour of the fubjects of the empire, were 
treated with more indulgence than was shewn to 
the pernicious , or at leaft the unpopular commerce 
pf Arabia and India *'. There is ftill extant a long 
but imperfect catalogue of eaftern commodities , 
which about the time of Alexander Severus were 
fubject to the payment of duties ; cinnamon, myrrh, 
pepper, ginger, and the whole tribe of aromatics, 
a great variety of precious ftoncs, among which 
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CHAP^ the diamond was the nioft remarkable for its price, 
V^ ;ind the emerald for its beauty ** : Parthian an4 
Babylonian leather, cottons, filks;, both raw and 
manufactured, ebony, ivory, and euauch«? •**. 
We may obferve that the ufe and value of thofe 
effeminate slaves gradually rofe with, the decline 
of the empire. 
The en- JI. The cxcifc, introduced by Auguf^us after 

"^^' the civil wars, was extremely moderate, but it 

was general. It feldom exceeded one pir cent.;, 
but it comprehended whatever was fold in the 
iparkcts or by public auction, from the raoft con- 
fiderable purchafes of lands and honles, to thofc 
minute objects which can only denv^e a y^ilue from 
their infinite multitude and daily qonfumption. 
Such a tax, as it affects the body of the people, 
Jias ever been the occafion of clamour and d*fcon tent,. 
An emperor well acquainted with the wa^its and 
refources of the flate, was obliji^ed to declare by 
a public edict, that the fuppoxt of the army de- 
pended in a great mea,fure on the produce of the 
excife'>\ 
Taxonic. HI. When Auguflus refolved to eftablish a 
gaciesan* pern>anent military force for the defence of his 
government againft foreign and domcftic enemies^ 
he inftituted a peculiar treafuiy for the pay of 
the fqldiers , the rewards of the veterans , and the 
extraordinary expences of war. The ample revenue 
of the excife, though peculiarly appropriated to 
thofe ufes , was found inadequate. To fupply the 
deficiency, the emperor fugg-efted a new tax of 
five vxr oent^ on all legacies and inheritances. Elut 
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the nobles of Rome were morfe tenacious of chaps 
property than of freedom. Their indignant murmurs ^*' 
were received by Auguftus with his ufual temper* 
He candidly referred the whole bufinefs to the 
fenate, and exhorted them to provide foif the 
public fervice by^ fome other expedient of a lefs 
odious nature. They^ were divided and perplexed. 
He infinuated to them, that their obftipaty 
'would ohVigc him ' to propofe a general land-tax 
and capitation. They acquiefced in filenee ^*'. The 
new impofition on legacies and inheritances was 
however mitigated by fome reftrictions. It did not 
take place unlefs the object was of a certain 
value, moft probably of fifty ot an hundred 
pieces of gold '" ; nor could it be exacted from 
the neareft of kin on the father's fide "*. When 
the rights of nature and poverty were thus fecured, 
it feemed reafonable, that a ftranger, or a diflant 
relation, who acquired an unexpected acceflion 
of fortune , should cheerfully refign a twentieth 
part of it, for the benefit of the ftate "'. 

Such a tax, plentiful at it muft prove in every Suited te 
wealthy community, was mofb happily fuited to i^dmaa! 
the fituation of the Romans , who could frame Mtu 
their arbitrary wills, according to the dictates of 
reafon or caprice , without any reftraint from the 
modern fetters of entails and fettlements. From 
various caufes the partiality of paternal affection 
often loft its influence, over the ftern patriots of 
the commonwealth, and the diflblute nobles' of 
the empire; and if the father bequeathed to his 
Ion the fourth part of his eftate, he removed all 
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<JHAP. ground of legal complaint '*", But a rich chlldlcls 
^^ old man was a domeftic tyrant, and his power 
increafed with his years and infirmities. A fervile 
crowd , in which he frequently reckoned praetors 
and confuls, courted his fmiles, pampered his 
nvarice , applauded his follies , ferved his palfioils, 
and waited with impatience for his death. The 
arts of attendance and flattery were formed into 
a moft lucrative fcience; thofe who profeffed it 
acquired a peculiar appellation; and the whole 
city , according to the lively defcriptions of fatire, 
was divided between two parties, the hunters 
and their game "'. Yet , while fo many unjuft 
and extravagant wills were every day dictated by 
cunning, and fubfcribed by folly, a few were the 
refult o£ rational efteem and virtuous gratitude. 
Cicero , who had fo often defended the lives 
and fortunes of his fellow-citizens , was rewarded 
with legacies to the amount of an hundred and 
feventy thoufand pounds ***' ; nor do the friends of 
the younger Pliny feem to have been lels generous 
to that amiablie orator '**• Whatever was the 
motive of the teftator, the treafury claimed, 
without diftinction, the twentieth part of his 
eftate; and in the courfe of two or three generations, 
the whole property of the fubject muft have 
gradually pafled through the coffers of the ftate. 

Regniati. In the firft and gplden years of the reign of 
Nero , that prince , from a defire of popularity , 
and perhaps from a blind impulfe of beae\iolence, 
conceived a wish of aboli.^hing the oppre(fion of 
the cuftoms and excife. The wi(eft fenators ap« 
plauded His magnanimity ; but the]^ diverted him 
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^ from the execution of a defign, which would cha;^; 
have diffolved the ftrength and rcfources of the ^'' 
republic "\ Had it indeed been polfible to realize 

^ this dream of fancy, fuch princes as Trajan and 
the Antonines would furely have embraced with 
afrdour the glorious opportunity of conferring fo fignal 
an obligation on mankind. Satisfied , however, with 
alleviating the public burden, they attempted 
not to remove it. The mildnefs and precifion of 
their laws afcertained the rule andmeafureof taxatioHi, 
and protected the fufbject of every rank againft 
arbitrary interpretations, antiquated claims, and 
the infolent vexation of the farmers of the reve* 
nue "\ For it is fomcwhat fingular, that, ia 
every age, the beft and wifeft of the Romaa 
governors pcrfevered'in this pernicious method of 
collecting the principal branches at leaft of the 
cxcife and cuftoms "\ 

The fentiments, and, indeed, the fituation of Edict or 
Caracalla, were very different from thofe of the c«^a«»^ 
Antonines. Inattentive, or rather averfe to the 
welfare of his people , he found himfelf under the 
neceffity of gratifying the infatiate avarice , which 
he had excited in the army. Of the feveral im- 
pofitions introduced by Auguftus, the twentieth 
on inheritances and legacies was the moft fruit- 
ful, as well as^ the moft comprehenfive. As its 
influence wat not confined to Rcmie or Italy, the 
produte continually increafed with the gradual 
extenfion of the Roman City. The new cit- 
izens, though charged, on equal terms "', with 
the payment of new taxes, which had not affect- 
ed them as fubjects, derived an ample compenfa^i 
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city given 
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provinci- 
als, for the 
pnrpoft of 
taxation. , 



Temporal 
ry reduc- 
tion of the 
tribute. 



tion from the rank they obtained , the privileges 
they acquired , and the fair profpect of honours 
and fortune that was thrown open to their ambi- 
tion. But the favour , which implied a diftinction , 
was }oft in the prodigality of Caracalla, and the 
reluctant provincials were compelled to afiume 
the vain title , and the real obligations , of Roman 
citizens. Nor was the rapacious fon of Severus 
contented with fuch a meafure of taxation , as had 
appeared fufficient to his moderate predecefTors. 
Inftead of a twentieth, he exacted a tenth of all 
kgaciesand inheritances; a^d during his reign (for 
the ancient proportion was reftored after his death) 
he crushed alike every part of the empire under the 
weight of his iron fceptre "*. 

When all the provincials became liable to the 
peculiar impofitions of Roman citizens, they 
feemed to acquire a legal exemption from the 
tributes which they had paid in their former 
condition of fubjects. Such were not the maxims 
of government adopted by Caracalla and his pre- 
tended fon. The old as well as the new taxes 
were , at the fame time , levied in the provinces. 
It was referved for the virtue of Alexander to 
relieve them in a great meafure from this into- 
lerable grievance, by reducing the tributes to a 
thirtieth part of the fum exacted at the time of 
his acceflion "*. It is impoffibie tp conjecture 
the motive that engaged him to fpare fo trifling a 
remnant of the public evil ; but the noxious weed, 
which had not been totally eradicated, agaidi 
fprang up ^itb tlie ipoil luxuriant growth, and 
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Rome* 



in the fucceeding age darkened the Roman World chap. 
Xvith its deadly «hade. In the courfe of Ithis hit- ^^* 
tory^ we shall be too often fummoned to explain 
the land-tax, the capitation, and the heavy cprj^ 
tributions of corn, r wine, oil , and meat, whjch 
were exacted from the provinces for the ufe of 
the court, the army, and the -capital. 

As long as Rome a.nd Italy were refpected.as confe- 
the centre of government , a national fpirit was 9«e«ce$ «£ 
preferved by the ancient, and infenfibly imbibed ^i free- 
by the adopted, citizens. The principal commands dom of 
6^f'th6 ai^y were filled by men who h'ad received 
a liberal education; were well inftructed in th^ 
advantaged of laws iand letters , and who had rifetii 
by equal fteps , through the regular* fucceHion of 
tivil. and military honours "*♦ T6 their influendii 
aad example we may partly afcribe- the modeft 
obedience of the legions during the tWb firft 
centuries tif tbcf Imperial hiftory. 

But when the laft fenclofure of the Romait 
fconftitutioii wa^ trartipled down byCafacalla, titp 
feparation of profeflio^ns gradually fucceeded to thd 
cliftijiction of ranks. Th6 more ^ali^hed citi^eai 
of the int^ernal pit>vinces Were alone qualified tH 
act as lawyers and magiftrates. The rougher trade 
of arms was abandoned to the peafahts and 
barbarians of the fmntiers , who knew no country 
but their ramp ^ no fci^nce but that of war, 
jio civil laws, and fcarcely thofe of military 
difciplihe. .With bloody hands , favage manners ^ 
and defperate refolutions, theyfometimes guarded/ 
but imucb iiften^r fubverted 2 the tbrohe of ik^ 
emperors. 
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The Elevation and Tyranny of Maximvu — RchelUori 
in Africa and Ita^y , under the Authority of the 
Senate. — Civil Wars and Seditions. — Violent Deaths 
of Maximin and his Son^ of Maximus and Balbinus, 
and of the three Gordkuu. — Ufurpation andfc<^dat 
Goflies of Philip. 

CBA?. V/F the various, forms of govenunentt which 
^^* have prevailed in the world, aa hereditary 

rent ndu inonarchjr feems to prefent the faired fcope for 

^^ ridicule. Is it poflible to relate, without an in* 

dignant fmile, that^ on the father's deceafe, the 
property of a nation , like that of a drove of ox^, 
defcends to his infant fon, as yet unknown to 
mankind and to himfelf; and that the braveft 
warriors and the wifeft ftatefmen, relinquishing 
^eir natural right to empire, approach the royaL 
cradle with bended knees and proteftations of in« 
violable fidelity; Satire and declamation may 
paint thefe obvious topics in the moft dazzling 
colours , but our more ferious thoughts will re- 
jpect a ufeful prejudice , that eftablishes a rule of 
fucceflion, independent of the: pafiiqns of man'» 
kind; and we shall cheerfully acquiefce in any 
expedient which deprives the multitude of th^ 
dangerous , and indeed the ideal , power of giving , 
themfelves a mailen 

and foiid In the cool shade of retirement, we mayjeafiiy 

adYSJitagt* - . 
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dcvife imaginary forms of government, in which 
the fceptrc shall be conftantly bcftowed on the 
moft worthy, by the free and incorrupt fuffrage 
of the whole community. Experience overturns 
thefe airy fabrics, and teaches us, that, in a large 
ibcietyv the election of a monarch can never de* 
volve to the wifeft, or to the mod numerous > part 
of the people. The army is the only order of 
men fufficiently united to concur in the fame fco* 
timents, and powerful enough to ixnpofc them 
on the reft of their fellow- citizens : but the tern* 
per of foldiers, habituated at once to violence and 
to slavery, renders them very untit guardians of 
a legal, or even a civil conftitution. Juftice, 
humanity , or political wifdom , arc qualities they 
are too little acquainted with in themfelves , to 
appreciate them in others. Valour will acquire 
their cfteem, and liberality will purchafe their 
fuffrage; but the lirft of thefe meHts is often lodged 
in the moft favage brtafts; the latter can only 
exert itfelf at the expence of the public ; and both 
may be turned againft the poffeiTor of the throne^ 
by the apibitidn of a daring rival. 

The fuperior [wcrogativc of birth, when it has y*|)*°^^* 
obtained the fanctioil of time and popular opinion , 
is the plaineft and leaft invidious,o( all diftinctions 
among mankind. The acknowledged right extin- 
guishes the hopes of faction , and the confcious 
fecurity difarm^ the cruelty of the monarch. To 
the firm eftablishment of this idea, we owe thf 
peaceful fucceffion , and mild adminiftration , of 
Europeati monarchies. To the defect of it, wc 
muft attribute the frequent civil wars, through 
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fiHAPi which an Afia-tfcDefpot is oblfged to cut his way 
^^' to the throne of his fathers. Yet, even in theEaft, 
; the fphere of contention is uXually limited to the 

' )>rinces of the reigning houfe, and as foon as the 
more fortunafte competitor has removed his brethren, 
by the fword and the bow-ftrtng, he no longei!' 
entertains any jealoafjr ^fhisr-meianer fubjects. But 
the" Romati « ehipit-ie ^ after^^ the authoijity of the 
fenate had funk' into contenipt; was* a vaO: fcene 
of oonfufiom The royal , and' even noble , families 
of th'e provindes-; had long jfiricc been led in 
triumph before 'the car of the h;iu^hty republicans* 
?rhe ancient families of Rome had fucceflively 
fallen beneath the- tyranny ^of the Csefars; and 
whilft thofe princes were shackled by the forms 
of a commonwealth, and difappointed by the repeat- 
ed failure of their pofterity " , it was impo((fible 
that any idea of hereditary fucceilion should have 
taken root in the minds of their fubjects* The . 
right to the throne, which done could claim. fromi 
birth , every one afluraed from merit. The daring 
iiopes of ambition were fet loofe from the (alut;ary 
reftraints of law and prejudice ; and the meaneft 
of mankind txiight , without byUy.^' entertain a hope 
of being raifed by valour and fortune to a rank; 
; in ihe army , in which a fingle ciimc would enable 
^ him to wrcft the fceptre of the world from his feeble 
' and unpopular mafter. After the murder of Alexander 
Sevenis, and the elevation of Maximin , no em* 
peror could think hifpfelf (afe upon the thfonei 
•jand every barbarian peafant of the frontier might 
nfpire to that aiiguA, but dangerous flation. 

Abojiit 
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About thirtjr-two years before that event, the cUkK 
emperor Severus , returning from «in eafterri ex- ^. ^^' . 
pedition, halted in Thrace, to celebrate, With fortun»$ol 
military games , the birth-day of his younger fon , Maximu. 
Geta. The country flocked in crowds to behold 
their fdvereign, and a young barbarian ^f gigantic 
flature earneftly folicited , in his rude dialect ^ 
that he might be allowed to contend for the prize 
of wrellling. As the pride of difcipline would havd 
been difgraced in the overthrow bf a Roman foldiet 
by a Thracian peafant , he Was matched with 
the ftouteft followers of the camp , fixteen of whom 
he fucceffively laid dn the groun<l. His victory 
Was rewarded by fomc trifling gifts, and a per- 
miilion to inlift in the troops. The next day, the 
happy barbarian was diftinguished above a crowd 
of recruits, dancing and suiting lifter the fashion 
of his country. As foOn as he perceived that he 
had attracted the emperor's notice , he inftantly 
ran up to his horfc , and followed him on foot , 
without the lead appearance of fatigue , in a long 
and rapid career* ** Thracian ," faid Severus , with 
aftonishmentj ** art thou difpofed to Wreftle after 
„ thy race?,, Moft willingly. Sir, replied the 
unwearied youth, and, almoft in a breath, bver- 
hrew feven of the ftrongerf foldiers in the array. - 
A gold collar was the priie of his matchlefs vi* 
gOur and activity, and he Was immediately appoint^ 
ed to ferve in the hdrfe-guards who always .attended 
On the perfon of the fovereign *. ^ 

Maximin , for that Was his name , tlibugh borii ** '**^<>- 
on the territories of the empire, dcfcendcd from a ^nlh^^ 
Vol. I. P . »«»*«• 
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CH A P. mixed race of barbarians. His fat her was a Goth, and 
v& his mother , of the nation of ihe Alani. He difplayed , 
on every occafion , a valour equal tojhi^ftrength ; and 
his native fierccnefe was foon tempered or difguifed 
by the knowledge of the world. Under the reiga 
of Severu9» and his fon , he obtained the rank of 
centurion , with the favour and efteem of both thofe 
princes , the former of whom was an excellent 
judge of merit. Gratitude forbade Maximin to fervc 
under the aflaflin of Caracalla. Honour taught him 
to decline the effeminate infuits of Elagabalus. 
On the acceffion of Alexander he returned to 
court , and was placed by that prince in a ftation 
vfeful to thefervice, and honourable to himfelf. 
The fourth legion , to which he was arppoinred 
tribune, foon became, under hi< care, the beil 
difciplined of the whole army. With the general 
applaufe of the foldiers , who beftowed on their 
favourite hero the names of Ajax and Hercules, 
he was fucceflively promotedto the firft military com- 
mand^; and had not he ftill retained too much of his 
lavage origin , the emperor might perhaps have 
^iven his own fifter in marriage to the fon of 
Maximin *. 
Conrpi* InRead of fecuring his fidelity , thefc? favours 

racy of ferved only to inflame the ambition of the Thra- 
cian peafant , who deemed his fortune inadequate 
to his merit, as long as he was conftrained to 
atknowledge a fuperior. Though a ftranger to 
real wifdom , he was not devoid of a felfish cun- 
ning, which shewed him, that the emperor had 
loft the affection of the army , and taught him to 
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improve their difcontent to his own advantage. 
It is eafy for faction and calumny to shed their 
poifon on the adminiftration of the beft of princes, 
jind to accufe even their virtues, by artfully con- 
founding them with thofc vices to which they 
bear the neareft affinity. Thf; troops liftened with 
pleafure to the emiffaries of Maximin. They blushed 
at their own ignominious patience , which , during 
thirteen years , had fupported the vexatious difci- 
pline impofed by an efiFeminate Syrian, the timid 
slave of his mother and of the fenate. It was time , 
they cried, to caft away that ufelefs phantom of 
the civil power , and to elect for their prince and 
general a real foldier, educated in camps, exercifed 
in war, who would aflert the glory , anddiftribute 
, among his companions the treafures of the empire. 
A great army was at that time aflcmbled on the 
banks of the Rhine , under the command of th<i 
emperor himfelf , who, almoft inftmediately after 
his return from the Perfian war , had been obliged 
to march againft the barbarians of Germany. The 
important care qf training and reviewing the new 
levies was intruded to Maximin. One day, as 
he entered the field of exercife , the troops, either 
from a fudden impulfe or a formed confpiracy, 
faluted him emperor, filenced by their loud accla- 
mations his obftinate refufal , and haftened td 
confummate their rebellion by the murder of 
Alexander Severus- 

The circumftances of his death are Variously 
related. The writers, who fuppofe that he died 
in ignorance of the ingratitude and ambition of 



CttAlf. 



A. D. 13<. 
March I9. 



Mtitdei- of 
Sevtrm. 



Digitized by 



Google 



i2i THE DECLINE AND FALL 

qhak Maximin, affirm, that, after taking a frugal rc- 
^^" paft in the fight of the army, he retired to sleep, 
and that, about the fevenih hour of the day, a 
part of his own guards broke into the Imperial 
tent, and, with many wounds, affaffinatcd their 
virtuous and unfufpecting prince *. If we credit 
another , and indeed a more probable account , 
Maximin was^ invefted with the purple by a nu- 
merous detachment, at the diftancc of feveral 
miles from the head-quarters ; and he trufted for 
fuccefs rather to the fecret wishes than to the public 
declarations of the great army. Alexander had 
fufficient time to awaken a faint fenfe of loyalty 
among bis troops ; but their reluctant profeflions 
of fidelity quickly vanished on the appearance of 
Maximin, who declared himfelf the friend and 
advocate of the military order, and was unanimously 
acknowledged emperor of the Romans by the 
applauding legions. .The fon of Mamaea, betrayed 
and deferted , withdrew into his tent, defirousat 
leaft to conceal his approaching fate from theinfults 
of the multitude. He was foon followed by a 
tribune and fome centurions, the minifters of death; 
but, inftead of receiving with manly refolution 
the inevitable flroke , his unavailing cries and 
entreaties difgra^ced the laft moments of his life, 
and converted into contempt fome portion of the 
juft pity which his innocence and misfortunes muft 
infpire. His mother Mamaea , whofc pride and 
avarice he loudly accufed as the caufe of his ruin , 
perished with her fon. The moft faithful of his 
friends were facrificed to the firft fury of the foldiers;,. 
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Others were rcferved for the more deliberate chap> 
cruelty of the ufurper 5 and thofe who experienced ^^^ 
the mildeft treatment , were dripped of their em- 
ployments, and ignominiously driven from the 
court and army*. 

The former tyrants, Caligula and Nero, Com- Tyranny 
modus and Caracalla , were all ^fffolute and un- p^m^^ 
experienced youths ^ , educated in the purple , and 
corrupted by the pride of empire , the ^uxury of 
Rome , and the perfidious voice of flattery. The 
cruelty of Maxsmin was derived from a different 
fource , the fear of contempt. Though he depended 
on the attachment of the foldiers , who loved hin^ 
for virtues like their own , he was confcious that 
his mean and barbarian origin, his fa vage appearance, 
and his total ignorance of the arts and inftitutions 
of civil life ' , formed a very unfavourable contraft 
with the atmiable manners of the unhappy Alexander. 
He 'remembered , , that , in his humbler fortune , 
he had often w^ted before the door of the haughty 
nobles of Rome , and had been denied admittance 
by the infolence of their slaves. He recollected too 
the friendship of a few who had relieved his 
poverty , and aflifted his rifing hopes. But thofc 
who had fpurned , and thofe who had protected 
the Thracian , were guilty of the fame crime, the 
knowledge of his original obfcurity. For this crime 
many were put to death ; and by the execution of 
feveral of his benefactors , Maximin published , in 
characters of blood, the indelible hiftory of his 
bafenefs and ingratitude \ 

The dark and fanguinary foul of the tyrant:, 
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CHAP. M^as open to every fufpicion againft thofe among 
^^' his fubjects who were the moft diftinguished by 
their birth or merit. Whenever he was alarmed 
with the found of treafon , his cruelty was un- 
bounded and unrelenting. A confpiracy againft his 
life was either difcovered or imagined, and Magnus, 
a confular fenay)r , was named as the principal au- 
thor of it. Without a witnefs , without a trial , 
find without an opportunity of defence , Magnus^ 
with four thoufand of his fuppofed accomplices , 
were put to death. Italy and the whole empire 
were infefted with innumerable Ipies and informers. 
On the slighteft accufation , the firft of the Roman 
nobles y who had governed provinces, commanded 
armies , and been adorned with the confular and 
triumphal ornaments , were chained on the public 
carriages , and hurried a^ay to iht emperor's 
prefence. Gonfifcation , exile , or fimple death , 
were efteemed uncommon inftances of his lenity. 
Some of the unfortunate fuflferers he ordered to 
be fewed up in the hides of slaughtered animals , 
others to be expofed to wild beafts , others agai^ 
to be beaten to death with clubs. During the three 
years of his reign , he ' difdained to vifit cither 
Kome or Italy. His camp , occaftonally, removed 
from the banks of the Rhine to thofe of the 
Danube , was the feat of his ftern defpotifm , which 
trampled on every principle of law and jiiftice , , 
and was fupported by the avowed power of the 
^ fword '*. No man of noble birth , elegant accom* 
plishments , or knowledge of civil bufinefs , was 
fuifcred near his perfon ; and the court of a Roman 
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emperor revived the idea of thofe ancient chiefs cha*. 
of slaves and gladiators , whofe favage power hdd ^^ 
left a deep impreflion of terror and deteftation ". 

As long as the cruelty of Maximin was confined opprdCo^ 

to the illuftrious fenators, or even to the bold ad- «/'*^ep'«' 

vu^ces. 

venturers , who in the court or army expofe rh*ra- 
felves to the caprice of fortune , the body of the 
people viewed their fufferings with indifference, or 
perhaps with pleafure. But the tyrant's avarice,ftimu- 
lated by the infatiate defires of the foldiers, at lengih 
attacked the public property. Every city of the 
empire was poffefled of an independent revenue , 
deftined to purchafe corn for the multitude , and 
to fupply the expences of the games and entertain- 
ments' By a fmgle act of authority , the whole 
mafs of wealth was at once confifcated for the 
ufe of the Imperial treafury. The temples were 
ftripped of their moft valuable offerings of gold and 
filver , and the ftatues of gods , heroes , and en^ 
perors were melted down and coined into money. 
Thefe impious orders could not be executed with- 
out tumults and maflfacres , as in many places the 
people chofe rather to die in the defence of their 
altars , than to behold in the midft of peace their ' 

cities expofed to the rapine and cruelty of \v\r. 
The foldiers themfelvcs , among whom this 
facrilegious plunder was diflributed , received it 
with a blush; and, hardened as^they were in acts 
of violence , they dreaded the juft reproaches of 
their friends and relations. Throughout the Roman 
world a general cry of indignation was heard, 
imploring vengeance on the common enemy of 
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CiiAPt human kind; and at length , by an act of private 
VW- oppreflion , a peaceful and unarmed province was 
driven into rebellion againfl: him '*. 
Hevoit ill - The procurator of Africa was a fervant worthy 
Africa Qf fm^j^ ^ mafter , who confidered the fines and 
April. confifcations of the rich as one of the mofl; 
fruitful branches of the Imperial revenue. Aa 
iniquitous fentence had been pronounced againft 
forae opulent youths of that country, the execution 
of which wodid have dripped them of far th^ 
greater part of their patrimony. In this extremity, 
^ refolution -that muft either complete or prevent 
their ruin , was dictated by defpain A refpite of 
three days , obtained with difficulty from the 
rapacious treafurer , was employed in collecting 
from their eftates a great number of slaves and 
peafants , blindly devoted to the commands of 
their lords , and armed with the ruftic weapons of 
clubs and axes. The leaders of the confpiracy, 
as they were admitted to the. audience of the 
procurator , ftabbed him with the daggers concealed 
under their garments, and, by the affiftance of 
their tumultuary train , feized on the little town 
ofThyfdrus '* , and erected the ftandard of rebellion 
againft the fovereign of the Roman empire. They 
refted their hopes on the hatred of mankind againft 
Maximin , and they judiciously refolved to oppofe 
to that detefted tyrant, an emperor whofe mild 
virtues had already acquired the love and efteera 
of the Rortians , and whofe authority over the 
province would give weight and ftability to the 
cnterprife. Gordianus, their prpqonful, ^nci the 
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object of their choice, refufed, with unfeigned 
reluctance , the dangerous honour , and begged 
Ayith tears that they would fufFerhim to terminate 
in peace a long and innocent life , without ftaining 
his feeble age witli civil blood. Their menaces ^ 
compelled him to accept the Imperial purple^ 
his only refuge indeed againft the jealous cruelty 
of Maximin ; fince , according to the reafoning of 
tyrants , thofe who have been efteemed worthy of 
the throne deferve death , and thofe who deliberate 
have already rebelled **. 

The family of Gordianus was one of the moft character 
illuftrious of the Roman fenate. On the father's fide, 
he was defcended from the Gracchi ; on his 
mother's, from the eipperor Trajan. A great cftate 
enabled him to fupport the . dignity of his birth, 
and , in the enjoyment of it, he difplayed an 
elegant tafte , and beneficent difpofition. The palace 
in Rome, formerly inhabited by the great Pompey, 
had been, during feveral generations, in the pofleflion 
of Gordian's family '^ It was dijftinguished by 
ancient trophies of naval victories, and decorated 
with the works of modern painting. His villa on 
the road to Praenefte, was celebrated for baths 
of fingulaic beauty and extent, for three (lately 
rooms of an hundred feet in length, and for a 
magnificent portico, fupported by two hundred 
colurhijis of the four mofl; curious and coftly forts 
of marble '^. The public fhows exhibited at his 
expence, and in which the people were entertained 
with many hundreds of wild beafts and gladiators ", 
feem to furpafs the fortune of a fubject; and whilft 
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CHAP, the liberality of other magiftratcs was confined to 
^"* a few folemn feftivals in Rome, the magnificence 
of Gordian was repeated , when he was aedile , 
every month in the year, and extended, during 
his confulship , to the principal cities of Italy. 
He was twice elevated to the laft mentioned dignity, 
by CaracalJa and by Alexander; for he poffeffed 
the uncommon talent of acquiring the eftecm of 
virtuous princes , without alarming the jealoufy 
of tyrants. His long life was innocently fpent in 
the^ ftudy of letters ^nd the peaceful honours of 
Rome; and , till he was named proconful of Africa 
by the voice of the fenate and the approbation of 
Alexander ** , he appears prudently to have declined 
the command of armies and the government of 
provinces. As long as that emperor lived , Africa 
was happy under the adminiftration of his worthy 
rcprefentative ; after the barbarous Maximin had 
ufurped the throne , Gordianus alleviated the 
miferies which he was unable to prevent. When 
he reluctantly accepted the purple-, he was above 
fourfcore years old ; a laft and valuable remains 
of the happy age of the Antonines , whofe virtues 
he revived in his own conduct, and celebrated 
in an elegant poem of thirty book?. With the ve- 
nerable proconful, his fon , who had accompanied 
him into Africa as his lieutenant, was likewife 
declared emperor. His manners were lefs pure , 
but his character was equally amiable with that of 
his father. Twenty-two acknowledged concubines, 
and a library of fixty-two thoufand volumes, attefted 
the variety ^f his inclinations ; and from the 
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productions Ayhich he left behind him, it appears chap. 
that the former as well as the latter v^ere dcfigned '^^'• 
for ufe rather than for often tation "• The Roman 
people acknowledged in the features of the younger 
Gordian the refemblance of Scipio Africanus, 
recollected with pleafure that his mother was the 
grand-daughter of Antonirtus Pius , and rcfted the 
public hope on thofe latent virtues which had 
hitherto, as they fondly imagined , lain concealed 
in the luxurious indolence of a private life. 

As foon as the Gordians had appeafed the firft They foii- 
tumult of a popular election, they removed their "t the con- 
court to Carthage. They were received with the ©f their au- 
acclamations of the Africans, who honoured their thority. 
virtues , and who , fince the vifit of Hadrian , 
had never beheld the majefty of a Roman em- 
peror. But thefe vain acclamations neither ftreng- 
thened nor confirmed the title of the Gordians. 
They were induced by principle , as well as inter- 
eft , to folicit the approbation of the fenate ; and 
a deputation of the nobleft provincials was fent , 
without delay, to Rome, to relate and juftify the 
conduct of their countrymen, who, having long 
fuffcred with patience , were at length refolved to . 

act with vigour. The letters of the hew princes 
were modeft and refpectful , cxcufing the neceffity 
which had obliged them to accept the Imperial , 
title; but fubmit^ing their election and their. fate 
to the fupreme judgment of the fenate *'. 

The inclinations of the fenate were neither Thefen^t 
doubtful nor divided. The birth and noble alliances "*i*^", 
of the Gordians had mtimately connected them tionofthe 

Gordians ^ 
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CHAP, with the tnofl: illuftrious houfes of Rome. Their 
vn. fortune had crea^d many dependants in that alTem-' 
bly , their merit had acquired many friends. , Their 
mild adminiftration opened the flat;tering^profpect 
of the reftoration , not only of the civil but even 
of the republican government. The terror of mili- 
tary violence, which had firft obliged the fenate 
to forget the murder of Alexander, and to ratify 
the election of a barbarian peafant *^ , now produced 
a contrary effect , and provoked them to affert the 
injured rights of freedom and humanity. The hatred 
of Maximin towards the fenate was declared and 
implacable; the tamed fubmiflion had not appeafed 
his fury, the mod cautious innocence would not 
remove his fufpicions ; and even the care of their 
own fafety urged them to share the fortune of an 
enterprife, of which ( if unfuccefsful) they wer« 
fure to be the firft victims. Thefe confiderations, 
and perhnps others of a more private nature, were 
debated in a previous conference of the confuU 
and the magiftrates. As foon.as their refolution 
. was decided , they convoked in the temple of Ca- 
ftor the whole body of the fenate , according to 
an ancient form of fecrecy **, calculated to awaken 
their attention , and to conceal their decrees. 
„ Confcript fathers, " faid the conful Syllanus, 
„ the two Gordians , both of confular dignity , 
„ the one your proconful , the other your lieute- 
„ nant , have been declared emperors by the gene-^ 

^ ^ „ ral confent of Africa. Let us return thanks,'' 
he boldly continued, ** to the youth of Thyfdrus; 
j, let us return thanks Jto the faithful people of Car^ 
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,, 'thage, our generous deliverers from an horrid 
„ monfter — Why do you hear roe thus coolly, 
,, thus timidly? Why do you caft thofe anxious 
„ looks on each other? why hefitate? Maximin 
,, is a public enemy! may his enmity foon expire 
„ with him, and may we long en joy the prudence 
„ and felicity of Gordian the father, the valour 
„ and conftancy of Gordian the fon 'M „ The 
noble ardour of tlie conful revived the lAiguid 
fpirit of the fenate. By an unanimous decree the and de 
election of the Gordians Was ratified, Maximin, 
his fon, and his adherents, were pionounced ene- 
mies of their country , and liberal rewards were 
offered to whofoever had the courage and good 
fortune to deftroy them. ^ 

During the emperor^s abfence, a detachment of Affumei 
the Praetorian guards remained at Rome , to pro- 
tect , or rather to command the capital The 
Praefect Vitalianus had fignalized his fidelity to 
Maximin , by the alacrity with which he had 
obeyed, and even prevented, the cruel mandates 
of the tyrant. His death alone could refcue the 
authority ^f the fenate and the lives of the fenators^ 
from a ftate of danger and fufpence. Before their 
refolves had tranfpired, a quaeftorand fome tribunes 
were commiflioned to take h's devoted life. They 
executed the order with equal boldnefs and fuccefs ; 
and, with their bloody daggers in their hands, ran 
through the ftr^ets, proclaiming to the people and 
the foldiers, the neWs of the happy revolution. 
The enthufiafm of liberty was feconded by the 
promife of a large donative/ in Unds and money; 
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CHAP, the ftatues of Maximin were thrown down; the 
^^' capital bf the empire acknowledged , with tranfport , 
the authority of the two Gordians and the fenate ** ; 
and the example of Rome was followed by the 
reft of Italy, 
and pre- -^ '^^^ fpitit had arifen in that affembly , whofe 
pares for a long patience had been infulted by wanton def- 
potifm and military licence. The fenate adumed 
the reins of government, and, with a calm intre- 
pidity, prepared to vindicate by arms the caufe 
of freedom. Among the confu^r fenators recom- 
mended by their merit and fervices to the favour 
of the emperor Alexander, it was eafy to felect 
twenty, not unequal to the command of an army, 
and the conduct of a war. To thefe was the de- 
fence of Italy intrufted. Each was appointed to act 
in his refpective department, authorized to enrol 
and difcipline the Italian youth ; and inftructed to 
fortify the ports and highways, againft the im- 
pending invafion of Maximin. A number of de- 
puties, chofen from the moft illuftrious of the 
fenatorian and equeftrian orders, were difpatched 
at the fame time to the governors of the feveral 
provinces , earneftly conjuring them to fly to the 
afliftance of their country, and to remind the 
nations of their ancient ties of friendship with the 
Roman fenate and people. The general refpect 
with which thefe deputies were received, and 
the zeal of Italy and the provinces in favour of 
the fenate, fufficiently prove that the fubjects of 
Maximin were reduced to that uncommon diftrefs, 
in which the body of the people has more to fear 
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from oppreffioti than from rcfiftance. The con- chap. 
fcioufnefs of that melancholy truth, infpires a ^^• 
degree of perfcvering fury , feldom to be found • 
in thofe civil wars which are artificially fupported 
for the benefit of a few factious ani defigning 
leaders *^* ^ 

For while the, caufe of the Gordians was em- Defeat and 
braced with fuch diffufive ardour, the Gordians ^•"'' °^ 
themfelves were no more. The feeble court of Gordians. 
Carthage was alarnded with the rapid approach of A.D.237. 
Cap^lianus , governor of Mauritania , who , with a, 
j&nall band of veterans , and a fierce hoft of bar- 
barians, attacked a faithful, but tinwarlike pro- 
vinte. The younger Gordian fallied out to meet 
the enemy at the head of a few guards, and a 
numerous undifciplined multitude, educated in 
the peaceful luxury of Carthage. His ufelefs 
valour ferved only to procure him an honourable 
death, in the field of battle. His aged father, 
whofe reign had not exceeded thirty-fix days, put 
an end to his life on the firft news of the defeat, 
Carthage, deftltute of defence, opened her gates 
to the conqueror , and Africa was eiipofcd to the 
rapacious cruelty of a slave , obliged to fatisfy his 
unrelenting mafter with a large account of blood ^ 
and treafure **. 

The fote of the Gordians filled Rome with juft, Eiectionof 
but unexpected terror. The fenate convoked in ^^ximus 
the temple of Concord , affected to tranfact the nusbythc 
common bufinefs of the day ; and feemed to de- f«»ate. 
cline, with trembling anxiety , the confideration ^' "^* 
of their own, and the public danger. A filent 
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CHAP, confternation prevailed on the aflembly, till a 
^^' {enator , of the name and family of Trajan , awa- 
kened his brethren from their fatal lethargy. He 
reprefented to them , that the choice of cautious 
dilatory meafures had been long fince out of their 
power i that Maximin, implacable by nature^ 
and exafperated by injuries, was advancing to- 
wards Italy , at the head of the military force of 
the empire; and that their only remaining aJter-^ 
native, was either to meet him bravely in the 
field, or tamely to expect the tortures and igno- 
minious death referved for unfuccefsful rebellion* 
^ We have loft,'* continued he, " two excellent 
5, princes ; but unlefs we defert ourfelves , the 
5) hopes of the republic have not perished with 
55 the Gordians. Many are the fenators, whole 
55 virtues have deferved, and whofe abilities would 
55 fuftain , the Imperial dignity. Let us elect two 
55 emperors, one of whom may conduct the war 
55 againft the public enemy, Whilft his colleague 
% 59 remains at Rome to direct the civil adminiftration. 
)5 I cheerfully expofe myfelf to the danger and 
55 envy of the nomination , and give my vote in 
55 favour of Maximus and Balbinus. Ratify my 
I 55 choice, confcript fathers^ or appoint, in their 
55 place, others more worthy of the empire." The 
general apprehenfion filenced the whifpers of 
jcaloufy ; the merit of the candidates was univerfally 
acknowledged; and the houfe refounded with the 
fincere acclamations, of " long life and victory to 
» the emperors Maximus and Balbinus. You are 

happy 
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35 happy in the judgment of the fenate; tnay the chaj?< 
j> republic be happy under your adminiftration *' ! " ^^^• 

The virtues and the reputation of the new era- "Their cH» 
perors juftifidd the moft fanguine hopes of the 
Romans. Tiie various nature of their talents 
feemed to appropriate to each his peculiar de- 
partment of peace and war, without leaving room 
for jealous emulation. Balbinus was an admired 
orator, a poet of diftinguished fame ,' and a wife 
m^giftrate , who had exercifed with innocence 
and applaufe the civil jurifdiction in almoft all the 
interior provinces of the empire. His birth was 
noble ** , his fortune affluent, his manners liberal 
and affable. In him, the love of pleafure was 
corrected by a fenfe of dignity , nor had the habits 
of eafe deprived him of a capacity for bufinefs; 
The mind of Maximus was formed in a rougher 
mould. By his valour and abilities he had raifcd 
himfelf fiom the meaneft origin to the firft em-* 
ployments of the ftate and army; His victories 
over the Sarmatians and the Germans, the auf- 
terity of his life, and the rigid impartiality of his 
juftice, whilft he was Praefect of the city , com- 
manded the efteem of a people , whofe affections 
were engaged in favour of the more amiable Bal- 
binus. The two colleagues had both been confuls^ ^ 
(Balbinus had twice enjoyed that honourable 
^ office , ) both had been named among the twenty 
lieutenants of the fenate; and fince the one was 
fixty and (he other feventy four years old *', they 
had both attained the full maturity of age and 
experience. 

vok I a 
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CHAP. After the fenate had conferred oa Maximus 

vii. 2mJ Balbinus an equal portion of the confular 

Rome.*** ^^^ tribunitian powers, the title of Fathers of 

Theyooa. their countxy , and the joint office of Supreme 

l^ ^'^If^ Pontiff, they afcended to the Capitol ^ to return 

dared c«. thanks to the gods, protectors of Roine '^ The 

^" folemn rites of lacrifice were difturbed by a fe- 

dition of the people. The licentious multitude 

neither loved the rigid Maximus, nor did they 

fufficiently fear the mild and humane Balbinus. 

Their increafmg numbers furrounded the temple 

of Jupiter ; with obftinate clamours they afferted 

their inherent right of confenting to the election 

of their fovereign; and demanded, with an ap« 

parent moderation, that, befides the two empe* 

tors chofen by the fenate , a third should be add* 

led of the family of the Gordians, as a juH; return 

^ of gratitude to thofe princes who had facriiiced 

' their lives for the republic. At the head of the 

city-guards, and the youth of the equeftrian order, 

Maximus and Balbinus attempted to cut their 

Vray through ^ the feditious multitude. The 

multitude, armed with fticks and ftones , ^drove 

thenoi back into the CapitoL It is prudent to 

yield when the conteft , whatever may by the ifliie 

of it, mufl: be fatal to both parties. A boy, only 

thirteen years of age, the grandfon of the [elder, 

and nephew of the younger, Gordian, was 

produced to the people, invefted with the oma- 

ments and title of Caefar. The tumult was ap- 

peafed by this eafy condefcenfion ; and the two 

emperors, as foon as they had been peaceably 



Digitized by 



Google 



OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 124? 

acknowledged in Rome , preparf d to defend chap. 
Italy againft the common enemy, ^^* 

Whilft in Rome and Africa revolutions fuc- MawmU 
cecded each other with fuch amazing rapidity, p«p*/«» ^^ 
the mind of Maximin was agitated by the mod feoateanii 
furious paffions. He is faid to have received the ^^^^ "■• 
news of the rebellion of the Gordians , and of the ^^'^^^ 
decree of the fenate againft him, not with the 
temper of a man, but the rage of a wild bead; 
which, as it could not difcharge itfelf on the dif« 
tant fenate, threatened the life of his fon, of his 
friends , and of all who ventured to approach his 
perfon. The grateful intelligence of the death 
of the Gordians, was quickly followed by the 
aflurance that the fenate, laying afide all hopes of 
pardon or accommodation, had fubftituted in 
their room two emperors, with whofe merit he 
could not be unacquainted. Revenge was the 
only confolation left to Maximin, and revenge 
could only be obtained by arms. The ftrength 
of the legions had been .affembled by Alexander 
from all parts of the empire. Three fuccefsful 
campaigns againft the Germans and the. Sarma* 
tians , had raifed their fame , confirmed their 
difcipline , and even increafed their mimbers , by 
filling the ranks with the flower of the barbarian 
youth. The life of Maximin had been fpent in 
war, and the candid fe verity of hiftory cannot 
refufe him the valour of a foldier , or even the 
abilities of an experienced general *\ It might 
naturally be expected, that a prince of fuch a 
character, inftead of fuffering the rebellion to 
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CttAPk 
VII. 



Marches 
into Ital^. 
A. D- 238. 
February. 



gain ftability by delay, should immediately have 
marched from the banks of the Danube to thofc 
of the Tyber, and that his victorious army, in- 
ftigated by contempt for the fenatc , and eager to 
gather the fpoils of Italy , should have burned 
•with impatience to finish the eafy and lucrative 
conqueft. Yet as far as we can truft to the ob- 
fcure chronology of that period '* , it appears that 
the operations of fome foreign war deferred the 
Italian expedition till the enfuing fpring. From 
the prudent conduct of Maximin , we may learn 
that the favage features of his character have been 
exaggerated by the pencil of party , that his paffions, 
however impetuous, fubmitted to the force of 
reafon , and that the barbarian poffeffed fomething 
of the generous fpirit of Sylla, who fubducd the 
enemies of Rome, before he fuffered himfelf to 
revenge*" his private injuries ^\ 
. When the troops of Maximin, advancing in 
excellent order , arrived at the foot of the Julian 
Alps , they were terrified by the filence and d^fo- 
latioh that rjeigned on the frontiers of Italy. The 
villages and open towns had been abandoned on 
their approach by the inhabitants, .the cattle was 
driven away, the provifions removed, or deftroy- 
cd , the bridges broke down, nor was any thing 
left which could afford either shelter or fubfiftencc 
to an invader. Such had been the wife orders of 
the generals of the fenate; "whofe defign Was to 
protract the war, to ruin the army of Maximin 
by the slow operation of famine, and to confume 
his ftrength in the fieges of the principal cities of 
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Italy , which they had plentifully ftored with men ch a h. 
and provifions fronni the deferted country. Aquileia ^"' 
received and- withftood the firft shock of the ^nuUeijM. 
invafion. The ft reams that iffue from the head of 
the Hadriatic gulf, fwelled by the melting of the 
'winter fnows '*, oppofed an unexpected obftacle 
to the arms of Maximin. At length , on a fingular 
bridge, conftructed with art and difficulty, of large 
hogsheads , he tranfported his army tb the oppofite 
bank, rooted up the beautiful vineyards in the 
neighbourhood of Aquileia , demolished the 
fuburbs, and employed the timber of the buildings 
in the engines and towers , with which on every 
fide he attacked the ci^y. The walls, fallen to 
decay during the fecurity of a long peace, had 
been haftily repaired on this fudden emergency; 
but the firmeft defence of Aquileia cohfifted in 
the oonftancy of the citizens ; all ranks #f whom , 
inftead of being difmayed, were animated by the 
extreme, danger, and their knowledge of the 
tyrant's unrelenting temper. Their courage was 
fupportedand directed by Grifpinus and Menophilus, 
two of the twenty lieutenants of the fenate , who , 
with a fmall .body of regular troops , had thrown 
themfelves into the befieged place. The army of 
Maximin was repulfed on repeated attacks, his 
machines deftroyed by showers of artificial fire; 
and the generous enthufiafm of the Aquileians was 
exalted into a confidence of fuccefs , by the opinion, 
that Belenus , their tutelar deity , , combated in 
perfon in the defence of his diflrefled worship^ 
pers ^^ 
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CHAP. The emperor Maximus, vrho had advanced as 
^^^* £ar as Ravenna , to fecure that important place , 
and to haften the military preparations, beheld 
the event of the war in the more faithful mirror 
of reafon and policy. He was too fenfible, that 
a fingle town could not refift the perfevering 
efforts of a great army ; and he dreaded , left the 
enemy , tired with the obftinate refiftance of 
Aquileia , .«hould on a fudden relinquish the 
fruitlefs fiege , and mArch directly towards Rome. 
The fate of the empire and the caufe of freedom 
mud then be committed to the chance of a bat- 
tle ; and what arms could he oppofe to the vete- 
ran legions of the Rhine and Danubjc? Some 
troops newly levied among the generous but 
enervated youth of Italy ; and a body of German 
auxiliaries, on whofe iirmnefs, in the hour of 
trial f it Vas dangerous to depend. In the midft 
•of thefc juft alarms, the ftroke of domeftic con- 
fpiracy punished the crimes of Maximin , and 
delivered Rome and the fenate from the calamities 
that would furely have attended the victory of an 
enraged barbarian. 
Murder of The people of Aquileia had fcarcely experienced 
Maximin any of the common miferies of a fiege , their maga- 
foM. " zines were plentifully fupplied, and feveral fountains 
A. p. 238. within the walls allured them of an inexhauftible 
^^"*' rcfource of fresh water. The foldiers of Maximin 
were , on the contrary, expofedto the inclemency 
of the feafon , the contagion of difeafe , and the 
horrors of famine. The open country was ruined , 
the rivers filled with the slain , and polluted with 
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blood. A fpirit of defpair and difalTcctioQ began chaf; 
to diffufe itfelf among the troops ;" and as they V"* 
vrcre cut off from all intelligence , they eafily 
believed that the whole empire had embraced the 
caufe of the fenate , and that they were left as 
devoted victims to perish under the impregnable 
vralls of Aquileia. The fierce temper of the tyrant- 
was exafperated by difappointments , which he 
imputed to the cowardice of his army ; and his 
wanton and ill-timed cruelty , inftead of ftriking 
terror » infpired hatred and a juft defire of revenge. 
A party of Praetorian guards, who trembled for 
their wives and children in the camp of Albay 
hear Rome , executed the fentence of the fenate. 
Maximin, abandoned by his guards, was slain 
in his tent , with his fon ( whom he had affbciated 
to the honours of the purple ) , Anulinus the prse- 
feet , and the principal minillers of his tyranny ^'. 
The fight of their ' heads , borne on the point of 
fpears, convinced the citizens of Aquileia, that 
the fiege was at an end ; the gates of the city were 
thrown open , a liberal market was provided for 
the hungry troops of Maximin, and the whole 
army joined in folemn proteftadons of fidelity to 
the fenate and the people of Rome , and to their 
lawful emperors Maximus and Balbinus. Such was His por« 
the defervcd fate of a brutal favage, deftitute, as ^^^^* 
he has generally been reprefented , of every fenti* 
ment that diftinguishes a civilized , or even a human 
being. The body was* iuited to the foul. The 
ftature of Maximin exceeded the meafure of eight 
feet , and circumftances almofl; incredible are related 
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CHAP, of his inatchlefs ftrength and appetite '^ Had. he 
^- lived in a lefs enlightened age , tradition and poetry- 
might well have defcribed him as one of thofe mon* 
ftrous giants, whofe fupernatural power was coa- 
fiantly exerted for the deftruction of mankind: 
Joy of Ac It is eafier to conceive than to defcribe the uni- 
Roman yerfal iov of the Roman world on the fall of the 

world 

tyrant, the new«^ of which is faid to have beea 
carried in four days from Aquileia to Rome. The 
return of Maicimus was a triumphal proceflion , 
his colleague and young Gordian went out to meet 
him,\and the three princes made their entry into 
the capital , attended by the ambaffadors of almoft 
all the cities of Italy, fainted with the fplendid 
ofFering<; of gratitude and fuperftition , and received 
with the unfeigtied acclamations of the fcnate and 
people , who perfu^ded themfelves that a goldea 
age would fucceed to an age of iron **. The conduct 
of the two emperors correfponded with thefe expec- 
tations. They adminiftered juftice in perfon ; and 
the rigour of the one was tempered by the other's 
clemency. Theoppreflive taxes with whichMaximin 
had loaded the rights of inheritance and fucceflion, 
were repealed , or at leaft moderated. Difcipline 
was revived, and with the advice of the fenate. 
many wife laws were enacted by^ their imperial 
minifters , who endeavoured to rcftore a civil 
conftitution on the ruins of military \ tyranny* 
55 What reward niay we expect for delivering Rome 
95 from a monfter ? » was the queftion asked by 
Maximus, in a moment of freedom and confidence. 
Balbinus anfwered it without hefitation , n The 
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» love of the fenate , of the people, and of all chap. 
53 mankind. ^' 55 Alas ! ^^ replied his more penetrating ^^^ 
colleague , )> Alas ! 1 dread the hatred of thefoldiers, 
9, and the fatal effects of their refentmcnt^*. » 
His apprehenfioiis were but, too well juftified by 
the event. 

Whilft Maximus was preparing to defend Italy sedition tt 
againft the con^mon foe , Balbinus, who remained ^**™** 
at Rome, had been engaged in fcenes of blood and 
inteftine difcord. Diftruft and jealoufy reigned ia 
the fenate; and even in the temples where they 
aflembled , every fenator carried either open or 
concealed arms. In the midft of their deliberations, 
two veterans of the guards , actuated either by 
curiofity or a finifter motive, audaciously thruft 
themfelves into the houfe and advanced by degrees 
beyond the altar of Victory. Gallicaniis, a confular, 
and Maecenas , a Praetorian fenator , viewed with 
indignation their infolent iotrufion : drawing their 
daggers, they laid the fpies , for fuch they deemed 
them, dead at the foot of the altar, and then 
advancing to the door of the fenate , imprudently 
exhorted the multitude to maflkcre the Praetorians, 
as the fecret adherents of the tyrant. Thofe who 
efcaped the firft fury of the tumult took refuge in 
the camp , which they defended with fuperior 
advantage againft th& rei^terated attacks, of the 
people, aiTifted by the numerous bands of gladiators, 
the property of opulent nobles. The civil war 
laAed many days, with infinite lofs and confufioa 
on both fides. When the pipes were broken that 
fupplied the camp with water, the Praetorians were r 
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cHAPw reduced to intolerable diftrefs ; but in their turn 
^'*- they made defperate Ikllies into the city, fet fire 
to a great number of houfes, and filled the ftreets 
with the blood of the inhabitants. The emperor 
Balbinus attempted , by ineffectual edicts and 
precarious truces, to reconcile the factions at Romeu 
But their animofityy though fmothered for a while, 
burnt with redoubled violence. The foldiers , 
detefting the fenate and the people, defpifed the 
weaknefs of a prince who wanted either the fpirit 
Qr the power to command the obedience of his 
fubjccts *\ 
Difcontent Afcer the tyrant's death , his formidable army 
oFthePrae- had acknowledged, from neceflity rather than from 
guards. choice, theauthorityofMaximus, whotranfported 
himfelf without delay to the camp before Aquileia. 
As foon as he had received their oath of fidelity, 
he addreffed them in terms full of mildnefs and 
moderation ; lamented , rather than arraigned , the 
wild diforders of the times, and aflfured the foldiers, 
that of all. their paft conduct, the fenate would 
remember only their generous defertion of the 
tyrant, and their voluntary return to their duty. 
Ma^imus enforced his exhortations by a liberal 
donative , purified the camp by a folemn facrifice 
of expiation, and then difmifTed the legions to 
their feveral provinces, imprefled, as he hoped, 
With a lively fenfe of gratitude and obedience ^'. 
'But nothing oould reconcile^ the haughty fpirit of 
the Prsetorians. They attended the emperors on 
the memorable day of their public entry into Rotaae ; 
i>ut amidft the general acclamations , the fuUen 
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dejected countenance of the guards , fufBciently cba?« 
declared that they confidered themfelves as the ^°* 
object , rather than the partners , of the triumph* 
When the whole body was united in their canip» 
thofe who had ferved under Maximin, and thofe who 
had remained at Rome , kifenribly communicated 
to each other their complaints and apprehenfions. 
The emperors chofen by the army had perished 
with ignominy; thofe elected by the fenate were » 

feated on the throne **. The long difcord between 
the civil and military powers was decided by 4 
>var, in which the former had obtained a complete 
victory. The foldiers muft now learn a new doctrine 
of fubmiflion to the fenate ; and whatever clemency 
was affected by that politic aflembly * they dreaded 
a slow revenge , coloured by the name of difcipline» 
and juftiiied by fair pretences x>f the public good^ 
But their fate was dill in their own hands; and if 
they had courage to deijpife the vain terrors of an 
impotent republic, it was eafy to convince the 
world , that thofe who were mafters of the arms, 
were mafters of the authority, of the ftate. 

When the fenate elected two princes, it is MaOacreoi? 
probable that , befides the declared reafon of ^^^"^5. 
providing for the various emergencies of peace nus. 
and war, they wert actuated .by the fecret defire 
of weakening by divifibn the defpotifm of thd 
fupreme magiftrate. Their policy was effectual » 
but it proved fatal both to their emperors and to 
themfelves. The jealoufy of power was foon 
exafperated by the difference of character. Maximus 
defpifed Balbinus as a luxurioufknoble, and W4S 
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* CHAP. ^^ h'^ ^^^^ difdained by his colleagueas an obfcure 

Vii. foWicr. Their filent difcord was underAood rather 

than feen ^* ; but the mutual confcioufnefs prevented 

them from uniting in any vigorous meafures of 

defence againft their common enemies of the 

Praetorian camp. The whole city was employed 

in the Capitoline games , and the emperors were 

A. D. 23g. left almoft alone in the palace. On a fudden they 

•^■'y*^- were alarmed by the approach of a -troop of 

defperate affaflins. Ignorant of each other's fituation 

or defigns , for they already occupied very diftant 

apartments , afraid to give or to receive afliftance, 

they wafted the important mon&ents in idle debates 

and fruitlefs recriminations. The arrival of the 

guards put an end to the vain ftfife. They feized 

on thefe emperors of the fenate , for fuch they 

called them with malicious contempt, dripped them 

of their garments, and dragged them in infolent 

triumph through the ftreets of Rome, with a 

defign of inflicting a slow and cruel death on thefe 

unfortunate princes. The fear of a refcue from the 

faithful Germans of the Imperial guards , shortened 

their tortures ; and their bodies , mangled with a 

thoufand wounds , were left expofed to the infults 

or to the pity of the populace **. 

The third In the fpace of a few months, fix princes had 

Gordian been cut oflf by the fword; Gordian , who had 

foi^^em- already received the title of Caefar , was the only 

peror. perfon that occurred to the foldiers as proper to 

fill the vacant throne *'. They carried him to the 

eamp , and unanimously faluted him Auguftus and 

Emperor. His name was dear to the fenate. and 
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and virtues 
of Gor- 
dian* 



people; his tender age promifed a long inopunily chap. 
of niilitary licence; and the fubmiflion of Rome ^^* 
and the provinces to the choice of the Praetorian 
guards , faved the republic , at the expencc indeed 
of its freedom and dignity, from the horrors of a 
new civil war in the heart of the capital **. 

As the third Gordian was only nineteen years of innocenct 
age at the time of his death , ^he hiftory of his life, 
were it known to us with greater accuracy than it 
really is , would contain little more than the 
account of his education, and^the conduct of the 
minifters , who by turns abufed or guided the 
fimplicity of his unexperienced youth. Immediately 
after his acceflion , he fell into the Nhands of his 
mother's eunuchs , that pernicious vermin of the 
Eaft, who, fmce the days of Elagabalus, had 
infefted the Roman palace. By the artful confpiracy 
of thefe wretches , an impenetrable veil was drawn 
between an innocent prince and his opprelfed 
fubjects, the virtuous difpofition of Gordian was 
deceived , and the honours of the empire fold 
without his knowledge ,. though in a very public 
manner , to the moft worthlefs of mankind. We 
aire ignorant by what fortunate accident the 
emperor efcapcd from this ignominious slavery, 
and devolved his confidence on a minifter, whofe 
wife counfels had no object except the glory of 
his^ fovereign , and the happinefs of the people. 
It should feem that love and learning introduced 
Mifitheus to the favour of Gordian. The young 
prince married the daughterof his matter of rhetoric, 
and promoted his father-in-law to tlie firft offices 
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CRAF. , of the empire. Two admirable letters that paffcd 
^' between them, are ftill extant* The tninifter, with 
the confcious dignity of virtue, congrsttulates 
Gordian that he is delivered from the tyranny of the 
eunuchs ^^ , and ftill more that he is fenfible of his 
deliverance. The emperor acknowledges , with an 
amiable confiifion , the errors of his paft conduct ; 
and lameilts, with fingular propriety, the misfortune 
of a monarch , from whom a venal tribe of courtiers 
perpetually labour to conceal the truth **. 
ThePer* ,The life of Mifitheus had been fpent in the 
flan war. profeffion of letters , not of arms ; yet fuch was the 
verfatile genius of that great man, that, when he 
was appointed Praetorian Prefect, he difcharged 
the military duties of his place with vigour and 
ability. The Perfians had .invaded Mefopotamia, 
and threatened Antioch. By the perfuafion of his 
father-in-law , the young emperor quitted the luxury 
of Rome , opened , for the laft time recorded iri 
hiftory, tl^e temple of Janus, and marched in 
perfon into the Eaft. On his approach with a great 
army , the Perfians withdrew their garrifons from 
the cities which they had already taken , and retired 
from the Euphrates to the Tigris. Gordian enjoyed 
the pleafure of announcing to the fenate the firft 
fuccefs of his arms, which he afcribed with a 
becoming modefly and gratitude to the wifdom of 
his father and Praefcct. During the whole expedition, 
Mifitheus watched over the fafety and difcipline 
of the army; whilft he prevented their dangerous 
murmurs by mainuining a regular plenty in the 
camp , and by cftablishing ample magazines of 
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vinegar, bacon, ftraMr, barley, and wheat, in all chap. 
the cities of the frontier **. But the profperity of VU. 
Gordian expired with Mifitheus, who died of a Arttof*^* 
flux, not Nvithout very Arong fufpicions of poifon. Philip. 
Philip, his fuccefTor in the prefecture , was an Arab 
by brrth, and confequently, in the earlier p^rt of 
his life, a robber by profeffion. His rife from fo 
obfcure a ftation to tlie firft dignities of the empire^ 
feems to prove that he was a bold and able leader. But 
his boldnefs prompted him to afpire to the throne^ 
and his abilities were employed to fupplant , not to 
ferve , his indulgent mailer. The minds of the 
foldiers were irritated by an artificial fcarcity, 
created by his contrivance in the camp; and the 
didrefs of the army was attributed to the youth and 
incapacity of the prince. It is not in our power to 
trace the fucceflive ftcps of the fecret confpiracy and 
open fed] tion, which Were at length fatal to Gordian. • 
A fepulchral monument was erected to his memory Mardcrof 
on the fpot *' where he was killed, near the conflux a°d.*44. 
of the Euphrates with the little river Aboras '\ March* 
The fortunate Philip , raifed to the empire by the . ^ 

votes of the foldiers , found a ready obedience from 
the fenate and the provinces **. 

We cannot forbear tranfcribing the ingienious. Form of a 
though fomewhat fanciful defcription , which a ^'"^j^ 
celebrated writer of our own times has traced of 
the military government of the Roman empire. 
» What in that age was called the Roman empire, 
33 was only an irregiilar republic, not unlike the 
3, Ariftocracy " of Algiers ^*, where the militia, 
93 pofTelfed of the fovereignty, creates and depofes 
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CHAP, yy 3, magillrate, who is ftylcd a Dey. Perhaps^ 
^' ,3 indeed , it may be laid down as a general rule, 
5> that a military government is , in fome refpects, 
9) more republican than monarchical Nor can it be 
5> faid that the foldiers only partook of the 
i> government by their difobedience and rebellions. 
,5 The fpeeches made to them by the emperors, 
« were they not at length of the fame nature 
j, as thofe formerly pronounced to the people 
n bytheconfuls and the tribunes? And although 
3> the armies had no regular place or forms 
» of affembly ; though their debates were short, 
M their action fudden, and their refolves feldom 
3j the refult of cool reflection , did they not difpofe, 
n wi^h abfolute fway , of the public fortune ? 
jj What was the emperor, except the minifter of a 
3> violent government elected for the private benefit 
• „ of the foldiers ? 

55 When the army had elected Philip , who was 
,5 Praetorian praefect to the third Gordian ; the 
5j) latter demanded , that he might remain fole 
33 emperor ; he was unable to obtain it. He requefted, 
,3 that the power might be equally divided between 
33 them ; the army would not liften to his fpecch. 
3> He confented to be degraded to the rank of 
3> Gaefat; the favour was refufed him. He defired, 
,3 atleaft, he might be appointed Praetorian praefect; 
3j his prayer was rejected. Finally, he pleaded for 
33 his life. The army , in thcfe feveral judgments, 
ji exercifed the fupreme magiftracy* 35 According 
to the hiftorian, whofe doubthil narrative the 
prefident De Montefquieu has -adopted , Philip , 

lyho, 
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who, during the whole tranfaction , had prefer ved chap. 
a fullen filence, was inclined to fpare the innocent ^^^* 
life of his benefactor; till, recollecting that his 
innocence might excite a dangerous compaffion in 
the Roman world ; he commanded , without regard 
to his fuppliant cries , that he should be feized, 
ftript , and led away to\inftant deatk After 
a moment's paufe the inhuman fentence was- 
executed '^ 

On his return from the caft to Rome , Philip , ReSen of 
defirous of obliterating the memory of his crimes, ^^^^* 
and of captivating the afifections of the people , 
folemnized the fecular games with infinite pomp • 
and magnificence. Since their inftitution or re- 
vival by Auguftus '* , they had been celebrated 
by Claudius , by Domitian , and by Sevenis , and 
Avere now renewed the fifth time, on the accom- 
plishment of the full period of a thoufand years 
.from the foundation of Rome. Every circumftance sccuUr 
of the ftcular games was skilfully adapted to ga"»«s. 
infpire the fuperftitious mind with deep and folemn April ai. * 
reverence. The long interval between them '^ ex- 
ceeded the term of human life ; and as none of 
the fpectators had already feen thein , none could 
flatter themfelves with the expectation of be- 
holding them a fecond time. The myftic facrifices 
were performed, during three nights, on the banks 
of the Tyber ; and the Campus Martins refoudded 
with mufic and dances , and was illuminated with 
innumerable lamps and torches. Slaves and ftrangers 
were excluded from any participation in thefe na- 
tional ceremonies. A chorus of twenty-feven 
Vol. I. R 
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CHAP, youths, and as many virgins, of noble families , 
^"* and whofe parents were both alive , implored the 
propitious gods in favour of the prefent, and for 
the hope of the rifmg generation ; requefting , in 
religious hymns , that , according to the faith of 
their ancfcnt oracles , they would ftill maintain the 
virtue , the felicity , and thef empire of the Roman 
people '*. The magnificence of Philip's shows and 
entertainments dazzled the eyes of the multitude. 
The devout were employed in the rites of fuper- 
fiition , whilft the reflecting few revolved in their 
anxious minds the paft hiftory and the future fate 
pi the empire. 
Decline of Siuce Romulus , with a fmall band of shepherds 
and outlaws,, fortified himfelf on the hills near the 
Tyber, ten centuries had already elapfed ^\ During 
the four firft ages , the Romans , in the laborious 
fchool of poverty , had acquired the virtues of war 
and government: By the vigorous exertion of thofe 
virtues, and by the affiftancc of fortune ,. they had 
obtained , in the courfe of the three fucceeding centu- 
ries , an abfolute empire over many countries of 
Europe, Afia, and Africa.The laft three hundred years 
had been confumed in apparent profperity and internal 
decline.The nation of foldiers, magiftrates, and legis- 
lators who compofed the thirty -five tribes of the 
Roman people, was difTolved into the common maf3 of 
mankind , and confounded with the millions of 
fervilc provincials , who had received the name , 
without adopting the/ fpirit of Romans. A mer- 
cenary army , levied among the fubjects and bar- 
barians of the frontier , was the bnly order of men 
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who preferved and abufed their independence. By chap. 
their tumultuary election , a Syrian , a Goth , or ^"* 
an Arab, was exalted to the throne of Rome, and - 
inverted with defpotic power over the conquefls 
and over the country of the Scipios. 

The limits of the Roman empire ftill extended • 
from the Weftern Ocean to the Tigris , apd from 
Mount Atlas to the Rhine and the Danube, To 
the undifcerning eye of the vulgar , Philip ap- 
peared a monarch no lefs powerful thin Hadriaa 
or Auguftus had formerly been. The form was 
flill the fame , but the animating health and vi* 
gour were fled. The induftry of the people was 
difcouraged and exhaufted by a long feries of op- 
preflion. The difcipline of the legions , which 
alone , after the extinction of every other virtue , 
iad propped the greatnels of the ftate , was cor- 
rupted by the ambition , or relaxed by the weak- 
nefs , of the emperors. The ftrength of the fron- 
tiers, which had always confided in arms rather 
than in fortifications , was infenfibly undermined ; 
and the faireft provinces were left ^xpofed to the 
rapacioufnefs or ambition oi the barbarians , who 
foon discovered the decline of the Roman empire. 



R^ 



Digitized by 



Google 



a6o THE DECLINE AND FALL 
C H A R V 1 1 L 



0/ the State of Perjia after the Rejioration of the 
Monarchy hy Artaxerxes. 

CHAP. VV HEN EVE R Tacitus indulges himfelf in thofc 

viii. beautiful cpifodej , in which he relates fome 

barianrof doHieftic tranfactiou of the Germans or of the 

the Eaft Parthians , his principal object is to relieve the 

STortJh!^^* attention of the reader from a uniform fcene of 

vice and mifery. From the reign of Auguftus to 

the time of Alexander Severus , the enemies of 

Rome were in her bofom ; the tyrants , and the 

foldiers j and her profperity had a very diftant and 

feeble intereft in the revolutions that might happen 

beyond the Rhine and the Euphrates. But when 

the military order had levelled , in wild anarchy , 

the power of the prince , the laws of the fenate , 

and even the difcipline of the camp , the barbarians 

of the north and of the eaft , who had long hovered 

on the frontier , boldly attacked the provinces of 

a declining monarchy. Their vexatious inroads 

were changed into formidable irruptions , and , 

after along viciflitude of mutual calamities, many 

tribes of the victorious invaders eftablished them- 

felves in the provinces of the Roman empire. To 

obtain a clearer knowledge of thefe great events, 

we shall endeavour to form a previous idea of the 

character , forces , and defigns of thofe nations who 

avenged the caufe of Hannibal and Mithridates. 
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In the more early ages of the world , whilft the chap. 
foreft that covered Europe afforded a retreat to a j^^lll[ 
few wandering favages , the inhabitants of Afia tbns of 
were already collected into populous cities , and ^**- 
reduced under extenfive empires , the feat of the 
arts, of. luxury, and of defpotifm. The Affyrians 
reigned over the eaft ' , till the fceptre of Ninus 
and Semiramis dropt from the hands of their 
enervated fucceffors. The Medes and the Baby- 
lonians divided their power , and were themfelves ^ 
fwallowed up in the monarchy of the Perfians , 
whofe arms could not be confined within the nar- 
row limits of Afia. Followed , as it is faid , by 
two millions of men^ Xerxes, the defccndant of 
Cyrus, invaded Greece. Thirty thoufand 7^/c?zcrj, 
under the command of Alexander , the fon of 
Philip , who was intrufted by the Greeks with 
their glory and revenge , were fufficient to fubdue 
Perfia. The princes of the houfe of Scleucus ' 
ufurped and loft the Macedonian command over • 

the JEaft. About the fame time , that , by an ig- 
nominious treaty , they refigned to the Romans 
the country on this fide Mount Taurus , they 
were driven by the Parthians , an obfcure horde, 
of Scythian origin , from all the provinces of 
Upper' Afia. The formidable power of the Par- 
thians , which fpread from India to the 'frontiers 
of Syria, was in its turn fub verted by Ardshir, or 
Artaxerxcs; the founder of a new dynafty, which, 
under the name of Saffanides, governed Perfia till 
the invafion of the Arabs. This great revolution, 
whofe fatal influence was foon experienced by the 
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CHAP. 
VIII. 



The Peir- 
iian mo- 
narchy j^- 
ftoreil by 
Arta* 
xeVxes, 



Romans ) happened in the fourth year of Alexander 
Severus , two hundred and twenty-fix years after 
the Chriftian aera \ 

Artaxerxes had ferved with great reputation in 
the armies of Artaban , the laft king of the Par- 
thians , and it appears that he ^as driven into 
exile and rebellion by royal ingratitude , the cuf- 
tomary reward for fuperior merit. His birth was 
obfcure , and the obfcurity equally gave room to 
the afperfions of his enemies, and the flattery of 
his adherents. If we credit the fcandal of the 
former , Artaxerxes fprang from the illegitimate 
commerce of a tapner's wife with a common fol- 
dier '. The latter reprefent him , as defcended 
from a branch of the ancient kings of Pcrfia , 
though time and misfortune had gradually reduced 
his anceflors to the humble ftation of private ci- 
tizens *. As the lineal heir of the monarchy, he 
afferted his right to the throne , and challenged 
the noble task of delivering the Perfians from the 
oppreffion under which they groaned above five 
centuries fince the death of Darius. The Parthians 
were defeated in three great battles. In the laft of 
thefe their king Artaban was slain , and the fpirit 
of the nation was for ever broken \ The authority 
of Artaxerxes was folemnly acknowledged in a 
great afltmbly held at Balch in Khorafan. Two 
younger branches of the royal houfe of Arfaces 
were confounded among the proftrate fatraps. A 
third , more mindful of ancient grandeur than of 
prefent neccflity , attempted to retire , with a 
numerous train of vaflals , towards their kinfman > 
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the l^ing of Armenia ; but this little army of deferters chap. 
was intercepted, and cut oflF, by the vigilance of ^ 
the conqueror * , who boldly aflumed the double 
diadem, and the title of King of Kings, which had 
been enjoyed by his predeceffor. But thefe pom- 
pous titles , inftead of gratifying the vanity of the 
Perfian , ferved only to admonish him of his duty , 
and to inflame in his foul the ambition of reftoring, 
in their full fplendour , the religion and empire of 
Cyrus. 

1. During the long fervitude of Perfia under Reforma. 
the Macedonian and the Parthian yoke, the na- tionofthe 
tions of'Europe and Afia had mutually adopted JJi^!|*n, 
and corrupted each others fuperftitions. The 
Arfacides, indeed, practifed the worship of the 
Magi J but they difgraced and polluted it with a 
various mixture of foreign idolatry. The memory 
of Zoroafter , the ancient prophet and philofopher 
of the] Perfians ' , was ftill revered in the Eaft; 
but the obfolete and myfterious language , in which 
the Zendavefta was compofcd ' , opened a field of 
difpute to feventy fects, who variously explained 
the fundamental doctrines of their religion , and 
were all indifferently derided by a crowd of infidels, 
who rejected the divine miffion and miracles of , 
the prophet. To fupprefs the idolaters , reunite the 
fchifmatics, and confute the unbelievers, by the 
infallible decifion of a general council , the pious 
Artaxerxes fummoned the Magi from all parts of 
his dominions. Thefe priefts, who had fo long 
fighed in contempt and obfcurity , obeyed the 
welcome fummons ; and on the appointed day 
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chap; appeared, to the number of about eighty thouCincI. 
vin. But as the debates of fo tumultuous an affembly 
could not have been directecl by the authority of 
reafon, or influenced by the art of policy, the 
Pcrfian fynod was reduced, byfucceflive operations, 
to forty thoufand , to four thoufand , to four 
hundred, ,to forty , and at laft to feven Magi» 
the moft refpe;:t!ed for their learning and piety. 
One of thefe , Erdaviraph , a young but lioly 
prelate , received from the hands of his brethren 
three cups of foporiferous wine. He drank them 
o£f, and inftantly fell into a long and profound 
sleep. As foon as he waked, he related to the 
king and to the believing multitude, his journey 
to Heaven, and his intimate conferences withvthe 
Deity. Every doubt was filencedby thisfupernatural 
evidence; and the articles of the faith of Zoroafter 
were fixed with equal authority and precifion *. 
A .«^hort delineation of that celebrated fyftem will 
be founrl iifeful , not only to difplay the character 
of the Perfian nation , but to illuilrate many of 
their moft important tranfactions , both in peace- 
and war, with the Roman empire '% 
p-r(ian The great and fundamental article of the fyftem, 

theoiogv; ^ ^j^^ celebrated doctrine of the two principles; 

two pnn- .... -, r T ' 

cities. a bold and injudicious attempt of Eaftern philofophy 
to reconcile the exiftence of moral and phyfical 
evil , with the attributes of a beneficent Creator 
and Governor of the world. The firft and original 
Being , in whom , or by whom , the univerfe 
exifts, is denominated in the writings of Zoroafter, 
Time without bounds ^ but it muft be confeifed, that 
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this infinite fubftance feems rather a metaphyseal chap* 
abftraction of the mind , than a real object endowed ^^^* 
•with felf - confcioufnefs , or poffeffed of moral 
perfections. From either the blind , or the 
intelligent operation of this infinite Time, which 
bears but too near an affinity with the chaos of 
the Greeks, the two feqondary but active principles , 
of the univerfe, were from all eternity produced, 
Ormufd and Ahriman, each of them poffefled of 
the powers of creation, but each difpofed , by his- 
invariable nature , to exercife them with different 
defigns, Tfieprincipleof good is eternally abforbed 
in light ; the principle of evil eternally buried in 
darknefs. The wife benevolence of Ormufd formed 
man capable of virtue , and abundantly provided 
his fair habitation with the materials of happinefs. 
Bj( his vigilant providience , the motion of the 
^ planets , the order of the feafons , and the temperate 
niixture of the elements, are preferved. But the 
malicq, of Ahriman has longiince pierced Ormufd^ 
^99 i or, in other words ^has violated the harmony 
of his works. Since that fatal irruption , the moft 
minute articles of good and evil are intimately 
intermingled and agitated together ; the rankeft 
poifons fpring up amidft the moft falutary plants; 
deluges, earthquakes, and conflagrations , atteft 
the conflict of Nature, and the little world of 
man is perpetually shaken by vice and misfortune. 
Whilft the r-eft of human kind are led away captives 
in the chains of their infernal enemy, the faithful 
Perfian alone refervcs his religious adoration for 
his friend and protector Ormufd , and fights under 
his banner of light, in the full confidence that he 
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CrH4P. shall, in the laft day, share the glory of his 

vin. triumph. At that decifive period , the enlightened 

wifdom of goodnefs will render the power of 

Ormufd fuperior to the furious malice of his rival. 

Ahriman and his followers , difarmed and fubdued, 

will fink into their native darknefs ; and virtue 

will maintain the eternal peace and harmony of 

the univerfe "• 

Religious The theology of Zoroafter was darkly comprc- 

worship. Bended by foreigners , and even by the far greater 

number of his difciples ; but the moft carelefs , 

obfervers were ftruck with the philofophic fimplicity 

of the Perfian worship. ,, That people , fays 

5> Herodotus " , rejects the ufe of temples, of 

55 altars, and of ftatues, and fmiles atUhe folly 

« of thofe nations , who imagine that the gods 

55 are fprung from , or bear any affinity with , the 

,5 human nature. The tops of the higheft mountains 

55 are the places chofen for facrifices. Hymns and 

53 prayers are the principal worship ; the Si^preme 

55 God who fills the wide circle of Heaven , is the 

55 object to whom they are addreffed. ,5 Yet, at 

the feme timd, in the true fpirit of a polytheift, 

he accufes them of adoring Earth , Water , Fire , 

the Winds , and the Sun and ,Moon. But the 

Perfians of every age have denied the charge , and 

explained the equivocal conduct , which might 

appear to give a colour to it. The elements , and 

more particularly Fire , Light, and the Sun, whom 

they called Mithra, were the objects of their 

religious reverence , becaufe they confidered them 

as the pureft fymbols , the nobleft productions , 
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and the moft ppwerful agents of the Divine Power chap. 
and Nature ". viii. 

Every mode of religion , to make a deep and cercmo- 
lafting impreflion on the human mind, muft exercife "*" *"** 
our obedience, by enjoining practices of devotion, cepts. 
for which we can affign no reafon ; and muft 
acquire our efteem, by inculcating tnoral duties 
analogous to the dictates of our own hearts. The 
religion of Zoroafter was abundantly provided 
with the fcfrmer, and poflefled a fufficient portion of 
the latter. At the age of puberty., the faithful 
Perfian was inverted with a myfterious girdle, 
the badge of the divine protection ; and from that ' 
moment, all the actions of his lite, even the moft 
indiiF(M-ent , or the moft neceffary , were fanctified 
by their peculiar prayers , ejaculations , or 
genuflexions ; the omiflion of which , under any 
circumftances , was a grievous fin, not inferior in 
guilt to the violation of the moral duties. The 
moral duties, however, of juftice, mercy, liberality, 
etc. were in their turn required of the difciple of 
Zoroafter, who wished to efcape the perfecution 
of Ahriman, and to live with Ormufd in a blifsful 
eternity, where the degree of felicity will be ejcactly 
proportioned to the degree of virtue and piety '*. 

But there are fome remarkable inftances , in ^ncou- 
which Zoroafter lays afide the prophet, aftumes "gement 
the legislator , and difcovers a liberal concern for 
private and public happinefs , feldom to be found 
among the groveling or vifionary fchemes of 
fupcrftition. Fafting and celibacy, the common 
means of purchafing the divine favour, he condemns 
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CHAP, with abhorrence , as a criminal rejection of the bcft 
^'"- gifts of Providence. The faint , in the Magian 
religion , is obliged to beget, children , to plant 
ufeful trees /to deftroy noxious animals , to convey 
water to the dry lands of Perfia , and to work out 
his falvation by purfuing all the labours of 
. agriculture. We may quote from the Zendavefta 
a wife and benevolent maxim, which compenfates 
for many an abfurdity. ,3 He who fows the ground 
33 with care and diligence, acquires a greater flock 
,3 of religious merit , than he could gain by the 
33 repetition of ten thoufand prayers '^ " In the 
fpring of every year a fcftival was celebrated, 
deftined to reprefent the primitive equality, and 
the prcfent connexion, of mankind. The /lately 
kings of Perfia , exchanging their vain pomp for 
more genuine greatnefs , freely mingled with th^ 
humbled but mod ufeful of their fubjects. On 
that day the husbandmen were admitted , without 
diftinction, to the table of the king and his fatraps.. 
The monarch accepted their petitions, inquired 
into their grievances, andconverfed with them on the 
moil equal terms. 35 From your labours, was he accu- 
33 ftoriied to fay ( and to fay with truth , if not with 
3» fincerity ), from your labours, we receive our 
33 fubfiftence ; you derive your tranquillity from 
; 33 our vigilance ;. fmce , therefore, we are mutually 
35 necetTary to each other, let us live together like 
,3 brothers in concord and love *'. " Such a 
feftival muft indeed have degenerated , in a 
weahhy and defpotic empire , into a theatrical 
reprefentation ; but it was at lead a comedy well 
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worthy of a royal audience, and which might chap. 
fometimes imprint a falutary leffon on the mind '^^*^* 
of a young prince. 

Had Zoroafter , in all his inftitutions , invaria- Power of 
bly fupported this exalted character , his name 
would dcferve a place with thofe of Numa and 
Confucius , and his fyftem would be juftly enti- 
tled to aULthe applaufe , which it has pleafed fome 
of our Divines , and even fome of our philofophers, 
to beftow on it. But in that motley compofition, 
dictated by reafon and paflion , by enthufialm and 
by felfish motives, fome.ufeful and fublime truths 
were difgraced by a mixture of the moft abject 
and dangerous fuperftition. The Magi , or facer- 
dotal order, were extremely numerous, fmce, as 
we have already feen , fouifcore thoufand of them 
were convened in a general council. Their forces 
were multiplied by difdpline. A regular hierarchy 
was diffufed through all the provinces of Perfia; 
and the Archimagus, who refided atEalch, was 
refpected as the vifible head of the church , and 
the lawful fucceffor of Zoroafter ''. The property 
of the Magi was very confiderable. Befides the 
lefs invidious pofleflion of a large tract of the moft 
fertile lands of Media **, they levied a general tax 
on the fortunes and the induftry of the Perfians "*. 
5, Though your good works, "' fays the interefted 
prophet , „ exceed in number the leaves of the 
„ trees, the drops of rain , the ftars in th? heaven, 
,, or the fands on the fca-shore , they will all be 
„ unprofitable to you , unlefs they are accepted 
„ by the dejiour , or prieft. To obtain the accep- 
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CHAP; „ tation of this guide to Cilvation, you mull faith- 
^"^- „ fiiUy pay him tythes of all you poffefs , of your 
„ goods , of your lands , and of your money. If 
J, the deftour be (atisfied , your foul will efcapc 
,, hell tortures ; you will fccure praife in this 
„ world , and happinefs in the next. For the 
. „ deftours are the teachers of religion j they know 
„ all things , apd they deliver all men **. " 

Thefe convenient maxims of reverence and im- 
plicit faith were doubtlefs imprinted with care on 
the tender minds of youth ; fince the Magi were 
the mafters of education in Ferfia, and to their 
^ hands the children- even of the royal family were 
intruded *'. The Pcrfian prieAs , who were of a 
fpeculative genius , preferved and ihveftigated the 
fecrets of Oriental philofophy ; and acquired, either 
by fuperior knowledge or fuperior art , the repu- 
tation of being well verfed in fo'me occult fciences , 
which have derived their appellation from the 
Magi ". Thofe of more active difpofitions mixed 
with the world in courts and cities ; and it is 
obferved , that the adminiftration of Artaxerxes 
was in a great meafure directed by the counfels of 
the facerdotal order , whofe dignity , either from 
policy or devotion , that prince reftored to its 
ancient fplendour ^\ 
Spirit of The firft counfel of the Magi was agreeable to 
pcrfccuti- the unfociable genius of their faith ** , to the 
^^ practice of ancient kings *' , and even to the ex- 

ample of their legislator , who had fallen a victim 
to a religious war , excited by his own intolerant 
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zeal **. By an edict of Artaxerxes, the cxercife of chaf* 
every worship , except that of Zoroafter , was ^^' 
feverely prohibited. The temples of the Parthians, 
and the ftatues of their deified monarchs , were 
thrown down with ignominy *^, The fword of 
Ariftotle ( fuch Avas the ns^me given by the Orientals 
to the polythcifm and philofophy of the Greeks) 
was eafily broken ** ; the flames of perfecutioo foon 
reached the more ftubhorn Jews and Chriftians *' ; 
nor did they fparc the heretics of their own nation 
and religion. The majefty of Ormufd , who was 
jealous of a rival , was feconded by the defpotifm 
of Artaxerxes, who could not fufifer a rebel; and 
the fchifmatics within his vaft empire were foon 
reduced to the incdnfiderable number of eighty 
thoufand '*. This fpirit of perfecution reflects 
-dishonour on the religion of Zoroafter ; but as it 
was not productive of any civil commotion » it 
lerved to ftrengthen the new monarchy , by uniting 
all the various inhabitants of Perfia in the bands 
of religious zeal. 

11. Artaxerxes , by his valour and conduct , had EftaWish- 
wrefted the fceptre' of the Eaft from the ancient J^y""^'^ 
royal family of Parthia. There ftill remained the 
more difficult task of eftablishing , throughout the 
vaft extent of Perfia , a uniform and vigorous ad- 
miniftration. The weak indulgence of the Arfa- 
cidcs , had refigned to their fons and brothers the 
principal provinces, and the greateft offices of the 
kingdom , in the nature of hereditary pofTeffions. 
The vUaxa , or eighteen moft powerful fatraps , 
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CHIP, "vvrere permitted to aflume the regal titled and the 
vain pride of the monarch was delighted with a 
nominal dominion over fo many vaffal kings. Even 
tribes of barbarians in their mountains , and the 
Greek cities of Upper Afia ^\ within their walls, 
fcarcely acknowledged , or feldom obeyed , any 
fuperior; and the Parthian empire exhibited, under 
other names , a lively image of the feudal fyflem '* 
which hasfince prevailed in Europe. But the active 
victor , at the head of a numerous and difciplined 
army , vifited in perfon every province of Perfia. 
The defeat of the boldeft, rebels , and the reduc- 
tion of the ftrongcft fortifications " , difFufed the 
terror of his arms , and prepared the way for the 
peaceful reception of his authority. An obftinate 
refiftance was fatal to the chiefs^; but their fol- 
lowers were treated with lenity '*. A cheerful fub- 
miffion was rewarded with honours and riches ; 
but the prudent Artaxerxes, fuffering no jierfon 
except himfelf to aflume the title of king , abo- 
lished every intermediate power between the throne 
Extent and and the people. His kingdom , nearly equal in 
population extent to modern Perfia , was , on every fide , 
bounded by the fea or by great rivers ; by the 
Euphrates, the Tigris, theAraxes, theOxus, and 
the Indus , by the Cafpian Sea , and the Gulph of 
Perfia '^ That country was computed to contain , 
in the laft century, five hundred and fifty-four 
cities , fixty thoufand villages , and about forty 
millions of fouls '^ If we compare the adniiniftra- 
tion of the houfe of Saflan with that of the houfe 
of Sefi , the political influence of the Magian with 
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Digitized by 



Google 



OF THE ROMAN EIV^PIRE. a^j 



tliat of the Mahometan religion , we shall probabljj 
infer , that the kingdom of Artaxerxes contained 
at lead as great a number of cities , villages , and 
inhabitants. But it mud like wife be confefTed , 
that in every age the want of harbours on the fea- 
coaft , and the fcarcity of fresh water in the inland 
provinces, have been very unfavourable to the. 
commerce and agriculture of the Perfians ; who , 
in the calculation of their numbers, fcem to..havc 
indulged one of the meaneft, though mod conimon, 
articles of national vanity. 

As foon as the ambitious mind of Artaxerxes 
had triumphed over the rcfiftance of his vaffals ^ 
he began to threaten the neighbouring dates, who, 
during the long slumber of his predeceffors , had 
infulted Perfia with impunity. He obtained fome 
eafy victories over the wild Scythians and the 
effeminate Indians ; but the Romans were an enemy, 
who, by their pad injuries and prefent power ^ 
deferved the utmod efforts of his arms. A forty 
years tranquillity, the fruit of valour and modera- 
tion , had fucceeded the victories of Trajan. During 
the period that elapfed from the acceflion of Mar- 
cus to the reign of Alexander * the Roman and 
the Parthian empires were twice engaged in War j 
and although the whole drength of the Arfacides 
contended with a part only of the forces of Rome , 
the event was mod commonly in favour of the 
latten Macrinus , indeed , prompted by his pre* 
carious fituation , and pufillanimous temper ^ pur* 
chafed a peace at the cxpence of near two millions 
of our money ^' ; but the generals of Marcus , the 
Vol. L S 
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fHAP. emperor Scvcrus, and his fon, erected many tro- 

^f^^' phres in Armenia , Mefopotamia , and Aflyria* 

Among their exploits , the imperfect relation of 

which would have unfeafonably interrupted the 

more important feries of domeftic revolutions , wc 

shall only mention the repeated calamities of the 

^ two great cities of Seleucia and Ctefiphon, 

Cities of Seleucia , on the weftern bank of the Tigris ,. 

Seleucia about forty - five miles to the north of ancient 

fhoa. ' Babylon , was the capital of the Macedonian 

conquefts in Upper Afia ". Many ages after the 

iall of their empire , Seleucia retained the genuine 

charactersofa Grecian colony, arts, military virtue, 

and the love of freedom. The independent republic 

was governed by a fenate of three hundred nobles; 

the people confifted of fix hundred thoufand citizens ; 

the walls were ftrong , and as long as concord 

prevailed among the feveral orders of the ftate , 

they viewed with contempt the power of the 

Parthian : but the madnefs of faction was fometimes 

provoked to implore the dangerous aid of the 

common enemy, who was polled almoft at the 

gates of the colony*'. The Parthian monarchs, like 

the Mogul fovereigns of Hindoftan , delighted in 

the paftoral life of their Scythian ancellors; and 

the Imperial camp was frequently pitched in the 

plain of Ctefiphon , on the eaftem bank of the 

Tigris, at the diftance of only three itfiles from 

Seleucia**. The innumerable attendants on luxury 

and defpotifm reforted to the court , and the little 

village of Ctefiphon infenfibly fwelled into a great 

city *^ Under the reigd of Marcus , the Romaift 
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generals penetrated as far as Ctefiphdn and Seleucia. 
They were received as friends by the Greek colony ; 
they attacked as enemies the feat of the Parthian 
kings ; yet both cities experienced the fame 
treatment. The fack and conflagration of Seieucia, 
vrith the ftiaffacre of three hundred thoufand of 
the inhabitants , tarnished , the glwy of the Roman 
triumph **. Seleucia, already ^xhaufted by the 
neigiibdurhood of a too powerful rival ^ funk 
under the fatal blow; but Ctefiphon, in about 
thirty-three years , had fufficiently recovered its 
ftrength to maintain an obftinate fiege againfl: the 
emperor Sevcrus. The city was, however, takert 
by aflault ; the king , who defended it in perfon» 
efeaped with precipitation ; an hundred thoufancj 
captives, and a rich booty, rewarded the fatigues 
of the Roman foldiers *\ Notwithftanding thefc 
misfortunes , Gtefiphon fucceeded to Babylon and 
to Seleucia , a^ one of tlie great capitals of the 
Eaft. In fummer, the monarch of Perfia enjoyed 
at Ecbatana the cool breezes of the mountains of 
Media ; but the mildnefs of the climat(f engaged 
him to prefer Ctefiphon for his Winter-refidence* 

From thefe fuccefsful inroads, the Romans derived 
no real or lafting benefit ; nor did they attempt to 
preferve fuch diftant conquefts, feparated fr6m the 
provinces of the empire by a lafge tract of 
intermediate defert. The reduction of the kingdom 
of Ofrhoene , was an acquifition of lefs fplendout 
indeed, but of a far more folid advantage. That 
little ftate occupied the northern and mofl fercild 
part oi Mefopotamia, bet^fcen the Euphrates and 
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the Tigris. Edeffa , its capital , was fituated about 
twenty miles beyond the former of thofe rivers ; 
and the inhabitants, fince the time of Alexandefj 
were a mixed race of Greeks, Arabs, Syrians, and 
Armenians *** The feeble fovereigns of Ofrhoene, 
placed on the dangerous verge of two contending 
empires, were attached from inclination tb the 
Parthian caufe ; but the fuperior power of Rome 
exacted from them a reluctant homage, which is 
ftill attefted by their medals. After the cohclufion 
of the Parthian war under Marcus , it was judged 
prudent to fecure fome fubftantial pledges of .their 
doubtful fidelity. Forts were conftructed in feveral 
parts of the country , and a Roman garrifon was 
fixed in the ftrong town of Nifibis. During the 
troubles that followed the death of CommoduSj 
the princes of Ofrhoene attempted to shake off the 
ybke : but the ftern policy of Severus confirmed 
their dependance *' , and the perfidy of Caracal la 
completed the eafy conqueft. Abgarus, the laft 
king of Edeffa , Was fent in chains to Rom6 , his 
dominions reduced into a province, and his capital 
dignified with the rank of c6lony; and thus the 
Romans , about ten years before the fall of the 
Parthian monarchy , obtained a firm and permanent 
eftablishment beyond the Euphrates *% 

Prudence as well as glory might have juftified 
a war on the fide of Artaxerxes , had his views 
been confined to the defence or the acquifition of 
a ufeful frontier. But the ambitious Perfian openly 
avowed a far more extenfive defign of conqueft ; 
and he thought himfelf able to fupport his lofty 
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prctenfions by tl^e arms of reafon as well as by chaf, 
thofe of power. Cyrus , he alleged , had firft ^^^^' 
fqbdued, and his fuccefTors bad for a long time 
poffeffed , the whole extent of Afia , as far as the 
Prppontis and * the ^gaean Sea ; the provinces of 
Caria and Ionia , under their empire , had been 
governed, by Perfian fatraps , and all Egypt, to 
the confines of Ethiopia, had acknowledged their 
fovereignty *\ Their rights had been fufpended, 
but not deftroyed, by a long ufu^pation ; and as 
foon as he received the Perfian diadem , which 
birth and fuccefsful valour had placed upon his 
head , the firft great duty, of His ftation called 
upon him to reftore the ancient limits and fplendour 
of the monarchy. The Great King , therefore, 
( fuch was the haughty ftylc of his embaffies to 
the emperor Alexander) commanded the Romans 
inftantly to depart from all the provinces of his 
anceftors , and , yielding to the Perfians the empire 
of Afia , to content themfelves yrith the undifturbed 
p^fTeflion of Europe. This haughty ma,ndate was 
delivered by four hupdred of the talleft and moft 
beautiful of the Perfians ; who , by their fine 
horfes , fplendid arms , and rich apparel, difplayed 
the pride and greatnefs of their mafter *'. Such an 
embaffy was much lefs an offer of n^gociation 
than a declaration of war. Both Alexander Severus 
-and Artaxerxes , collecting the military force of 
the Roman and Perfian monarchies , riefolved in 
this important conteft to le^d their arniies in 
perfoQ. 



Digitized by 



Google 



97S THE DECLINE ANB FALL 



vm. 

Pretended 
fUtory of 
Alcxandet 
' Severos* 
A. J). 233. 



More fro* 
1)able acr 
count of 
thf wir. 



If we credit what should feem the moft authentic 
of all records, an oration , flill extant, and delivered 
by the emperor himfelf to the fenate, we mnft 
allow that the victory of Alexander Severus was 
pot inferior to any of thofe formerly obtained over 
the Perfians by the fon of Philip. The army of 
the Great King confifled of one hundred and 
twenty thoufand horfe, clothed in complete armour 
of fteel ; of feven hundred elephants, with towers 
filled with archers on their backs, and of eighteen 
hundred chariots, armed with fcythes. This formi- 
dable hoft, the like of which is not to be found 
in eaftern hiftory , and has fcarcely been imagined 
in eaftern romance *^ , was difcomfited in a great 
battle, in which the Roman Alexander approved 
himfelf an intrepid foldier and a skilful general. 
The Great King fled before his valour; animmenfe 
booty , and the conqueft of Mefopotamia , were 
the immediate fruits of this fignal victory. Such 
are the circumftatKes of this oftentatious and 
improbable relation , dictated , as it too plainly 
appears , by the vanity of the monarch , adorned 
by the unblushing fervility of his flatterers , and 
' received without contradiction by a diftant and 
obfequious fenate '*. Far from being inclined ^to 
believe that the arms of Alexander obtained any 
memorable advantage over the Perfians , we are 
induced tofufpect, that all this blaM of imaginary 
glory was defigned tp conceal fome real difgracc. 

Our fufpicions are confirmed by the authority 
of a coii temporary hiftorian , who mentions the 
virtues of Alexander with refpect, and his faults 
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with candour. He defcribes the judicious plan CH4K 
which had been formed for the conduct of the 7"^* 
war. Three Roman armies were deftined to 
invade Ferfia at the fame time , and by different 
roads. But the operations of the campaign^ though 
wifely concerted » were not executed either with 
ability or fuccels. The iirft of thefe armies , as 
foon as it had entered the marshy plains cf 
Babylon, towards the artificial ccmfluxof theEuphra- 
tesand the Tigris ^\ was encompafledby the fuperior 
swmbers, and deftroyed by the arrows, of the 
enemy. The alliance <^ Chofroes king of Armenia '% 
and the long tract of mountainous country, in 
which the Perfian cavalry was of little fervicc, 
opened a fecure entrance into the heart of Media, 
to the fecond of the Roman armies. Thefe brave 
troops /aid wafte the adjacent .provinces , and by 
feveral fuccefsful actions againft Artaxerxes , gave 
a faint colour to .the emperor'^s vanity. But the 
rttreat of this victorious army was imprudent, or 
at leaft unfortgnat^. In repaiOing the mountains^ 
great numbers of foldiers perished by the badne^ 
of the roads , and the feverity of the winter feafon. 
It had been refolved , that whilfl; thefe two grea( 
detachments penetrated into thejoppofite extremes 
of the FerGan dominions , the main body , under 
the command of Al^exanderhimfelf, should fupport 
their attack, by invading the centre of the 
kingdom. But the unexperienced youth , influenced 
by his mother's counfels, and perhaps by his own 
fears , defeated th^ braveft troops and the fairefl; 
profpect of victory; and after confuming in 

^4 
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CrfAP. Mcropotamia an inactive and inglorious fumraer, 

vni. he led back to Antioch an army diminished by 

flcknefs, and provoked by difappointment. The 

behaviour of Artaxerxes had been very different. 

Flying with rapidity* from the hills of Media to 

the marshes of the Euphrates, he had every where 

pppoTed the invaders in perfon ; arid in either 

fortune, had united with the ableft conduct the 

moft undaunted refolution. But in fevcral obftinate 

engagements againft the veteran legions ofRome^ 

*the Perfian monarch had loft the flower of his troops. 

Even his victories had weakened hi* power. The 

V favourable opportunities of the abfence of Alexander, 

and of the cbnfufions that followed that emperorV 

death, prefented themfelves in vain to his ambition, 

Inftead of expelling the Romans , as he pretended, 

from the continent of Afia, he found himfelf 

unable to wreft from their hands the little province 

of Mcfopotamia '*, 

Character ' The rcign-of Artaxerxes, which from the laft 

hJisolfAr' <icfe2it of the Parthians lafted only fourteen years, 

taxerxes. forms a memorable sera in the hiftory of the Eaft, 

A. p, ?4o. j^jj J g^gj^ jjj ^^^^ q£ Rq^ip^ jjjs character feems 

to have been marked by thofe bold and com- 
manding features , that generally diftinguish the 
princes who conquer, from thofe who Inherit, an 
empire. Till the lid period of the Perfian mo- 
narchy , his code of laws was refpected as the 
ground-work of their civil and religious policy '*. 
Several of his fayings are preferved. One of them 
in particular difcovers a deep infight into tiie 
-conftitution of government. "^^ The authority of 
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^ the prince , " iaid Artaxerxes , ^* muft be 
^ defended by a military force ; that force can only 
^< be maintained by taxes ; all taxes mufl; , at lafl » 
" fall upon agriculture ; and agriculture can 
^ never flourish except under the protection 
^* of juftice and moderation '^ '' Artaxerxes 
bequeathed his new empire , and his ambitious 
defigns againil the Romans , to Sapor , a fon 
not unworthy of his great father ; but thofc 
defigns were too extenfive for the power of Per- 
fia , and ferved only to involve both nations in a 
lone feries of deftructive wars and reciprocal ca- 
lamities. ' 

The Perfians, long fince civilized and corrupt^ 
cd, were very far from poffeffing the martial in- 
dependence, and the intrepid hardinefs, both of flans, 
mind and body, which have rendered the north- 
ern barbadians mailers of the world. The fcience 
of war, that conftituted the more rational force 
of Greece and Rome , as it now does of Europe , 
never made any confiderable progrefs id the Eaft* 
Thofe difciplined evolutions which harmonize 
and animate a confufed multitude , were unknown 
to the Perfians. They were equally unskilled in 
the arts of conftructing, befieging, or defending 
regular fortificatibns. They trufted more Ito their 
numbers than to their courage ; more to their 
courage than to their difcipline. The infantry 
was a half-armed fpiritlefs crowd of peafants, 
levied in haftc by the allurements of plunder, 
and as eafily difperfed by a victory as by a 
defeat. The ipoqarch and bis nobles tranfported 
into the camp the pride and luxury of the feraglio, 
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tiHAP. Their military operations were isapeded by u 
^"^' ufelefs train of women/, eunuchs , horfcs , and 
camels , and in the midft of a fucce&ful cam« 
paign , the Pcrfian hoft was often feparated or 
deftroycd by an unexpected famine '*. 
Tkeir ea. But the nobles of Perfia , in the bofom of lux- 
vMryexr ^^y and defpottfm, preferved a (Irong fcnfe of 
perfonal gallantry and national honour. From 
the age of feven years they were taught to fpeak 
truth, to shoot with the bow, and to ride; audit 
was univerfaHy confcffed , that in the two laft of 
ihefc arts, they had made a mor« than common 
proficiency ". The moft diftinguished youth 
were educated under the Monarch's eye, practifed 
their exercifes in the gate of his palace , and were 
fevercly trained up to the habits of temperance 
and obedience , in their long and laborious par- 
ties of hunting. In every province, the fatrap 
maintained a like fchool of military virtue. The 
Ferfian nobles (fo natural is the idea of feudal 
tenures) received from the king'^ bounty lands 
and houfes , on the condition of their fervice in 
war. They were ready on the firft fummons to 
mount on horfeback , with a martial and fplendid 
train of followers, and to join the numerous bo- 
' dies of guards , who were carefully felected from 
amongft the moft robuft slaves, and the braveft 
adventurers of Afia. Thefe armies, both of light 
and of heavy cavalry, equally formidable by the 
impetuoGty of their charge, and the rapidity of 
their motions, threatened, as an impending cloud, 
the eaftern provinces of the declining empire of 
Rome *'. 
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CHAP. IX. 

The Stoic of Gtrmcmy tiU the Inoapon of the Ear* 
barians , in the Time of the Emperor Decius. 

JL HE goyemment and religion of Perfia have chap. 
deferved fome notice from their connexion with 
the decline and fall of the Roman empire. We 
shall occafionally mention the Scythian y or 
Sarmatian tribes, which, with their arms and 
horfes, their flocks and herds, their wives and 
families , ^Yande^ed• over the immefife plains which 
fpread themfelves from the Cafpian Sea to the 
Viftula , from the confines of Perfia to thofe of 
Germany. But the warlike Germans, who firft 
refifted, then invaded, and at length overturned, 
the wcftern ftionarchy of Rome, will occupy a 
much more important place in this hiftory, and 
poffcfs a ftronger , and , if we may ufe the expref- 
lion, a more domeftic, claim to our attention 
and regard, The moft civilized nations of mo- 
dern Europe iflued from the woods of Germalny , 
and in the rude inftitutions Of thofe barbarians 
we may ftill diftinguish the original principles of 
bur prefeiit laws and manners. In their primi- 
tive ftate of fimplicity and independence, the 
Germans were furveyed by the difcferning eye, 
and delineated by the mafterly pencil , of Tacitus, 
the firft of hiftorians who applied the fcience of 
philofophy to the ftudy of facts. The expreflivc 
concifenefs of his defcriptions has deferved to ex- 
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CHAP, ercife the fllligence of innumerable antiquarians, 
'^* and to excite the genius and penetration <)f the 
philofophic hiftorians of our own times. The 
iubject, however various and important, has al- 
ready been fo frequently , fo ably , and fo fuccefs- 
i fully difcuffed , that it is now grown familiar to 

the reader , and difficult to the writer. We shall 
therefore content ourfelves with obferving, and 
indeed with repeating , fome of the moft impor- 
tant circumftances of climate , of manners , and 
of inftitutions, which rendered the wild barba- 
rians of Germany fuch formidable enemies to the 
Roman power. 
Extent of Aqcient Germany, excluding from Its independent 
Germany, n^i^^ ^i^q proviuce wcftward of the Rhine , which 
had fubmitted to the Roman yojcc , extended itfelf 
over ^ third part of Europe. Almoft the whole of 
modern Germany , Denmark , Nor^Yay , Sweden , 
Finland , Livonia , Pruffia , and the greater part of 
Poland , were peopled by the various tribes of one 
great nation , whofe complexion , manners , and 
language denoted a common origin , and preferved 
a ftriking refemblance. On the weft ,' ancient 
Germany \yas divided by the Rhine from the Gallic, 
^nd on the fouth , by the Danube , from the lUyriaa 
provinces of the empire. A ridge of hills, .rifmg 
from the Danube , and called the Carpathian 
Mountains, covered Germany on the fide of Dacia 
or Hungary. The eaftern frontier was faintly 
marked by the mutual fears of the Germans and 
the Sarmatians , and was often confounded by the 
mixture of warring and confederating tribes of the 
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two nations. In the remote darknefs oiF the north, CHAP. 

TV 

the ancients imperfectly d^fcried a frozen ocean that 
lay beyond the Baltic Sea , and beyond the Penin- 
fula, or islands ' of Scandinavia. > 

Some ingenious writers * have fufpected that ciimatt* 
Europe was much colder formerly than it is at 
prefent ; and the moft ancient defcriptions of the 
climate of Germany tend exceedingly to confirni 
their theory. The general complaints of intenfe 
froft, and eternal \V'intcr, are pernaps little to be 
regarded , fince we have no method of reducing to 
the accurate ftandardbf the thermometer, the 
feelings, or the expreffions of an orator , born in 
the happier regions of Greece or Afia. But L shall 
felect two remarkable circumftances of a lefs 
equivocal nature, i . The great rivers which covered 
th« Roman provinces , the Rhine and the Danube , 
were frequently froien over , and capable of fup^ 
porting the moft enormous weights. The barbarians, 
who often chofe that fevere feafon for tlieir inroads i 
tranfported , without apprehenfioti or danger , their 
numerous armies , their cavalry , and their heavy 
waggons , over a vaft and folid bridge of ice '. 
Modern ages have not prefentedan inftance of a like 
phaenomenon. 2. The rein deer, that ufeful animal, 
from whom the favage of the North derives the bcft 
cemforts of his dreary life, is of a conftitutibn that 
fupports , and even requites, the moft intenfe cold. 
He is found oil the rock of Spitzberg, within ten 
degrees of the Pole ; he feeims to delight in the 
fnows of Lapland and Siberia ; but at prefent ht 
cannot fubfift , much lefs multiply ■, in any country* 
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aatf* to the fouth of the Baltic \ In the time of Caefary 
^^ the rein deer, as well as the elk^ and the wild 
bull , was a native of the Hercynian forcft, which 
then overshadowed a great part of Germany ,and 
Poland ^ The modern improvements fufficiently 
explain the caufes of the diminution of the cold. 
Thefe immenfe woods have been gradually cleared , 
Which intercepted from the earth the rays of the 
fun '. The moralTes have been drained i and , in 

C portion as the foil has been cultivated , the ait 
become more temperate. Canada , at this 
day , is an exact picture of ancient Germany. 
Although fituated in the fame parallel with the 
finefl; proyinces of France and England , that 
country experiences the moft rigorous cold. The 
rein deer are very numerous « the ground is co4 
vered with deep and lafting IhoW, and the great 
river of St Lawrence is regularly frozen , in a fea- 
fon when the waters of the Seine and the Thames are 
ufually free from ice ^^ < 

lu tikQti It is difficult to. afc^rtain , and eafy to exagge-r 
onthens^ j^atc, the influence of the climate of ancient Ger- 
many over the minds and bodies of the natives^ 
Many Writers have fuppofed, and moft have al- 
lowed, though, as it should feem, Without any 
adequate proof , that the rigorous cold of the 
North was favourable to long life and generative 
vigour , that the Women were more fruithil , and 
the human fpecies more prolific, than in warmer. 
or more temperate climates *. We may aflert, 
with greater confidence , that the keen air of Ger- 
many formed the large and mafeuliiie limbs of 
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the natives , who were , in general , of a more lofty chap. 
ftature than the people of the South * , gave them ^^ 
a kind of ftreagth better adapted to violent exer« 
tions than to patient labour » and infpired them 
with conftitutional bravery » which is the refulc of 
nerves and fpirits. The fcverity of a winter cjfm- 
paign , that chilled the courage of the Roman 
troops, was fcaicely felt by thefe hardy children 
of the North '*, who in their turn^ were udable 
to refift the fumraer heats, and difiblved away in 
languor and ficknels under the beams of an Itar 
lias fun ". 

There is not any where upon the globe , a large ongin of 
tract of country, which we have difcovered defti* theoer. 
tute of inhabitants , or whofe firft population can 
be fixed with any degree of hiftorical certainty. 
And yet , as the moft philofophic minds can feldom 
refrain from inveftigating the infancy of great nations^ 
our curioTity confutes itfelf in toilfome and difap* , 
pointed efforts. WhenTacitus confidered the purity of 
the German blood , and the forbidding afpect of the 
country , he was difpofed to pronounce thofe bar^^ 
barians Indigtud , or. natives of the foil. Wc oiay 
allow with fafety, and perhaps with truth , that 
ancient Germany was not originally peopled by any 
foreign colonies , already formed into a political 
fociety "; but that the name and nation received 
their exiftence from the gradual union of fome wand- 
ering favages of the HercynUn woods. To aflert 
thofe lavages to have been the fpontaneous production 
o£ the earth which they inhabited , would be a 
rash inference , condemned by religion , aad un.- 
AVarranted by reafon. 
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CHAP. Such rational doubt is but ill-fuited with the 

J,^* J genius of popular vanity. Among the nations 

conjee- who havc adopted the IVl^faic hiftory of the world, 

**"*• the ark of Noah has been of the fame ufe , as was 

formerly to the Greeks and Romans the fiegc of 

Tfoy. On a narrow bafis of acknowledged truth, 

an immenfe but mde fuperftructure of fable has 

been erected; and the wild Irishman", as well 

as the wild Tartar '*, could point out the indivi^ 

dual fon of Japhet , from whofe loins his anceftors 

were lineally defccnded. The laft century abound^ 

ed with antiquarians ^f profound learning »nd 

cafy faith , who , by the dim light of legends and 

traditions, of conjectures and etymologies, con* 

ducted the great grandchildren of Noah from the 

Tower of Babel to the extremities of the globe. 

' Of thefe judicious critics , one of the moft enter* 

taining was Olaus Rudbeck , profeffor in the uni- 

verfity of Upfal '^ Whatever is celebrated either 

in hillory or fable , this zealous patriot afcribes to 

his country. From Sweden {which formed fo 

confiderable a part of ancient Germany ) the Greeks 

themfclves derived their alphabetical characters, 

their aftronomy, and their religion. Of that delightful 

region (for fuch it appeared to the eyes of a native) 

the Atlantis of Plato,thecountry of the Hyperboreans, 

the gardens of the Hefperides^ the Fortunate Islands* 

and even the Elyfian Fields , were all but faint and 

imperfect tranfcripts. A clime fo profufely favoured 

by Nature , could not long remain d^fert after the 

flood. The learned Rudbeck allo\vs the family of 

Noah a ky{ years to multiply from eight to about 

twenty 
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twenty thoufand pcrfons. He then difperfes them chaf. 
into fmall colonies to replenish the earth , and to ^' 
propagate the human (pedes. The German or 
Swedish detachment (which marched, if I am not 
miftaken , under the command of Askenaz the foA 
of Gomer , the fon of Japhet ) diftinguished itfelf 
by a more than common diligence in the profe- 
cution of this great work. The northern hive 
caft its fwarms over the greateft part of Europe , 
Africa, and Afia; and (to ufe the authors pieta* 
|>hor) the blood circulated from the extremities 
to 'the heart. 

But all this well -laboured fyftem of German TheOer. 
antiquities is annihilated by a fincrle fact , too well ""*"* *^' 

rtj'i.r iiir ■• norant of 

iitteited to admit of any doubt, and of too deci- utum 
five a nature to leave room for any reply. The 
Germans , in the age of Tacitus , were unac- 
quainted with the ufe of letters '* ; and the ufe of 
letters is the principal circumftance that diflin- 
guishes a civilized people from a herd of favages 
incapable of knowledge or reflection. Without 
that artificial help, the human memory foon dilfi- 
pates or corrupts the ideas intrufted to her charge ; 
and the nobler faculties of the mind , no longer 
fupplied with models or with materials , gradually 
forget their powers ; the judgment becomes feeble 
and lethargic, the imagination languid or irregularis 
Fully to apprehend this important truth , let us 
attempt, in an improved fociety, to calculate the 
immenfe difttoce between the man of learning and 
the illiterate pealant. The former , by reading and 
reflection, multiplies his own experience, and lives 
Vol. L T 
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f HAP. in diftant ages and remote countries ; whilft the 
^' latter , rooted to a fm^e fpot , and confined to a 
few years of exiftence , furpafles , but very little , his 
fellow-labourer the ox in the exercife of his mental 
faculties. The fame, and even a greater , difference 
will be found between nations than between indivi- 
duals; and we may fafely pronounce, that without 
fome fpecies of writing , no people has ever preferved 
the faithful aiinals of their hiftory, ever made any 
confiderable progrefs in the abllract iciences , or ever 
poflefTed, in any tolerable degree of perfection, the 
ufeful and agreeable arts of life. 

r!^!**!*** Of thefe arts, the ancient Germans were wretchedly 
deftitute. They pafled their lives in a ftate of ignorance 
and poverty, which it has pleafed fome declaimers to 
dignify with the appellation of virtuous fimplicityj 
Modern Germany is faid to contain about twa 
thoufand three hundred walled towns *^ In a much 
wider extent of country, the geographer Ptolemy 
could difcover no more than ninety places, which 
he decorates with the name of cities '* ; though, 
according to our ideas , they would but ill deferve 
that fplendid title^ We can only fuppofe them to 
have been rude fortifications, conftructed in the 
centre of the woods , and defigned to fecure the 
women, children, and cattle,, whilft the warriors 
of the tribe marched out to repel a fudden invaiion '\ 
But Tacitus aflerts , as a well-known &ct , that 
the Germans , in his time , had no cities ** ; and 
that they affected to defpife the works of Roman 
induftry, as places of confinement rather th^tn of 
fecurity *\ Their edifiees were not even contiguous^ 
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or formed into regular villas ** ; each barbarian chap. 
fixed his independent dwelling on the fpot to which '^ 
a plain, a wood, or a ftream of fresh water, had 
induced him to give the preference. Neither ftone, 
nor brick, nor tiles, were employed in thefe slight 
habitations *^ They were indeed no more than low 
huts of a circular figure, built of rough timber, 
{hatched with ftraw , and pierced at the top to 
leave a free paflage for the fmoke. In the moft 
inclement winter, the hardy German was fatisfied 
with a fcanty garment made of the skin of fome 
animal. The nations who dwelt towards the North, 
clothed themfelves in furs ; and the women 
manufactured for their own ufe a coarfe kind of 
linen *\ The game of various forts , with which 
the forefts of Germany were plentifully flocked, 
fuppliedits inhabitants^ with food and exercife *^ 
Their monftrous herds of cattle , lefs remarkable 
indeed for their beauty than for their utility **, 
formed the principal object of their wealth. A fmair 
quantity of corn was the only produce exacted ^ 
from the earth : the ufe of orchards or artificial 
meadows was unknown to the Germans ; nor can 
we expect any improvements in agriculture from a 
people , wbofe property every year experienced a 
general change by a new divifion of the arable 
lands , and who, inthatftrange operation, avoided 
difputes, by fuflfering a great part of their territory 
to lie wafte and without tillage *^. 

Gold, filver, and iron, were extremely fcarce undofthQ 
in Germany^ Its barbarous inhabitants wanted «f«of«^ 
l^oth $kill and patience to invefligate t|iofe rich 

Ta 
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iTHAP. vcihs of filvcr, which have fo liberally^ rewarded 
^**^ the attention of the princes of Brunfwick and 
Saxony., Sweden, which now fupplies Europe with 
iron, was equally ignorant of its own riches; and 
the appearance of the arms of the Germans furnished 
a fufflcient proof how little iron they were able to 
beftow on what they muft have deemed the nobleft 
life of that metal. The various tranfactions^ of peace 
und war had introduced fomc Roman coins (chiefly 
filver) among the borderers of the Rhine and Danube; 
but the more diflant tribes were abfolutely unac- 
quainted with the ufe of money, carried on their 
confined traffic by the exchange of commodities, 
and prized their rude earthen veflels as of equal 
value with the filver vafes, the prefents of Rome 
to their princes and ambafladors **. To a mind 
capable of reflection , fuch leading facts convey 
more inftruction, than a tedious detail of fubordinate 
circumftances. The value of money has been fettled 
by general confent to exprefs our wants and our 
property ; as letters Were invented to exprefs' our 
ideas ; and both thefe inftitutions , by giving a 
more active energy to the powers and paffions of 
human nature, have contributed (o multiply the 
objects they were defigned to reprefent. The ufe 
of gold and filver is in a great meafure factitious; 
but it would be impoffible to enumerate the 
important an^ various fervices which agriculture, 
and all the arts , have received from iron , whea 
tempered and fashioned by the operation of fire, 
arid the dexterous hand of man. Money, in \ 
wordy is the moft univeriai incitement, iron the 
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tnoft povrerful inftrument , of human induftry; ^Ukr^ 
and it is very difficult to conceive by' what means ^' 
a people , neither actuated by the one , nor feconded 
by the other ^ could emerge from the groflefl; 
barbarifm *'. 

If we contemplate a favage nation in any part Their i«. 
of the globe , a fjipine indolence and a careleflhels 
of futurity will be found to conftitute their general 
character. In a civilized ftate, cveryfaculty of maa 
is expanded and exercifed ; and the great chain of 
mutual dependence connects and embraces the 
fcveral members of fociety. The moft numerous 
portion of it is employed in conftant and ufeful 
labour. The felcct few, placed by fortune above 
that neceflity, can, however, fill op their time 
by the* purfuits of intereft or glory , by the 
^improvement of their eftate or of their underftand- 
ing, by the duties , the pleafures , and even the 
follies of fods^l life. The Germans were not poffefled 
of thefe varied refources. The care of the houfe 
and family , the management of the land and cattle, 
were delegated to the old and the infirm , to 
women and slaves. The lazy warrior, deftitutc 
of every art th^t might employ his leifure hours» 
confumed bis days and nights in the animal 
gratifications of sleep and food. J^nd yet, by a 
wonderful diverfity of Nature { according to the 
remark of a writer who had pierced into its darkeft 
receffes ), the famie barbarians are by turns the 
moft indolent and the nloft reftlefs of mankind/ 
They delight in sloth, they deteft tranquillity '*. 
The languid foul , opprefled with its own weight, 
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CHAP, anxiously required fome neyr and powerful fen&tion $ 
^^ and war and danger were the only amufements 
adequate to its fierce temper. The found that 
fummoned the German to arms was grateful to 
his ear. It roufed him from his uncomfortable 
lethargy , gave him an active purfuit , and , by 
firong exercife of the body, and violent emotions 
of the mind, reftored him to a more lively fenfc 
of his exiftence. In the dull intervals of peace » 
thefe barbarians were immoderately addicted to 
deep gaming and cxceffive drinking; both of which^ 
by different means, the one by inflaming their 
paflions , the other by extinguishing their reafon« 
alike relieved them from the pain of thinking. 
They gloried in pafling whoFe days and nights at 
table $ and the blood of friends and relations often 
ftained their numerous and drunken aflfemblies ''• 
Their debts of honour (for in that light they have 
tranfmitted to us thofe of play) they difcharged 
with the moft romantic fidelity. The defperate 
gamefter, who had flaked his perfon and liberty 
on a laft throw of the dice , patiently fubmitted 
to the decifton of fortune, and fuffcrcd himfelf to 
be bound, chaftired,^and fold into remote slavery,- 
by his weaker but more lucky antagonift '*. 
Their tafte Strong beer, a liquor extracted with very little 
for ftrong ^^t from wheat or barley , and corrupted (as it is 
ftrongly expreffed by Tacitus ) into a certain 
femblance of wine, was fufficient for the grofs 
purpofes of German debauchery. But thofe who 
had tailed the rich wines of Italy, and afterwards 
0f Gaul, fighed for that more delicious fpecies of 
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intoxicationr They attempted hot, hoyrcver (as cHAfw 
has fince been- executed with fo much fuccefs ) , ^^ 
to naturalize the vine on the banks of the Rhine 
and Danube ; xK>r did they endeavour to procure by 
induftry the materials of an advantageous commerce* 
To foLicit by labour what might be ravished by 
arms , was efteemed unworthy of the German 
fpirit ". The intemperate thirft of ftrong liqtrors 
often urged the barbarians to invade the provinces 
on which art or nature had beftowed thofe much 
envied prefents. The Tufcan who betrayed his 
country to the Celtic nations, attracted them into 
Italy by the profpect of the rich fruits and delicious 
wines , the productions of a happier climate ". 
And in the lame mabner the German auxiliaries , 
invited into France during the civil wars of the 
fixteenth century , were allured by the promife of 
plenteous quarters in the provinces of Cham- 
paigne and Burgundy '^ Drunkennefs, the moft 
illiberal, but not the moft dangerous of owr vices, 
was fometimes capable , in a lefs civilized ftate of 
fiiankind, of occafioning a battle, a war, or i 
revolution. 

The climate of ancient Germany has been mol- ^**" ^' 
lified, and the foil fertilized, by the labour of tion. 
ten centuries from the time of Charlemagne. 
The (ame extent of ground which at prefcnt main- 
tains, in eafe and plenty, a million of husband* 
men and artificers , was unable to fuppiy an hundred 
thoufand lazy - {yarriors with the fimple neceffariei 
of life '*. The Germans abandoned their immenfe 
forefts to the exercife of hunting, employed in 

T4 
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CHAP, pafturage the mod confiderable part of -their U»d$^ 
^' beftowed on the fmali remainder a rude and oirelefil 
cultivation, and then accufed the fcarltiaefs aii4 
fterility of x country that refufcd t^ maintain th<{ 
multitude of its. inhabitants. When the retura of 
famine feverely admonished them of the importance 
of the arts., the national diftrefs was fometiines 
ailleviated by the emigration of a third , perhaps , 
or a fourth part of their youth '^ The poflbffioii 
and the enjoyment of property are the pledges which 
bind a civilized people to an improved country* 
But the Germans, who carried with them w^hat 
they moft valued, their arms, their cattle, and 
their women , cheerfully abandoned the va(l filence 
of their woods for tjbe unbo^nde<l hopes of plunder 
i^nd conqueft. The innui(nerable fwarms thai 
iffued , or feopied to iOue , from the great ftorehouf^ 
of nations, wer? multiplied by the fears of the 
^anquished^^ an<i by the credulity of fucceeding ages. 
And from facts thus exaggerated, an opinion was 
gradually eftablished, and has been fupported by 
" writers of diftinguish^fl reputation , that , in th^ 
age of C^efar and Tacitus, the inhabit?mts of the 
North were far more numerous than they are in 
our days ", A more ferious inquiry into the 
caules of population , feems to have convinced 
inodern philofophers of the falfehood, and indeed 
the. impolCbility, of the fuppofition. To the 
names of Mariana and of IVJachlavel ", we can 
oppofc the equal names -of Robertfoa and 
Hume ■*. / ' 

eermtn ^ A Warlike nation like the Qecmans» without 

freedom* 
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eidicr cities , letters, arts, cur money, found fome eHAp, 
cothpenfatioa for this lavage ftatc in the enjoy- '** 
ment of liberty. Their poverty fecored their 
freedom , fince our defires and our pofleffions are 
the ftrbogeft fetters of defpotifm. ^ Among the 
^ Suiones (fays Tacitus) , riches are held in 
* honour. They are therefore fubject to an ab» 
^ folute monarch , who , inftead of intruding his 
^ people with the free ufe of arms , as is practife4 
tt in the reft of Germany, commits them to the 
** fafc cuftody not of a citizen , or even of a 
•■ freedman, but of a slave. The neighbours of the 
f* Suiones , the Sitones , are funk even below 
^ fcrvitude ; they obey a woman *'. " In the 
mention of thefe exceptions , thcv great hifloriaii 
fufficiently acknowledges the general theory of 
government. We are only- at a lofs to conceive 
by what means riches and defpotifm could pene* 
trate into a remote corner of the North, and 
extinguish the generous flame that blazed with 
fuch fiercenefs on the frontier of the Roman 
provinces: or how the anceftors of thofe, Danes 
and Norwegians, fo diftinguished in latter ages 
by their unconquered fpirit, could thus tamely re- 
fign the great character of German liberty **. Some 
tribes , however , on the coad of the Baltic , acknow- 
ledged the authority of kings, though without 
relinquishing the rights of men ** ; but in the far 
greater part of Germany, the form of government 
was a democracy , tempered indeed, and controlled, 
ttot fo much by general and pofitive laws, as by the 
i^ccafional afcendant of birth or valour, of eloquence 
or fuperftition **. 
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Civil governments , in their firft inftitutions , are 
Aflcmbiies voluntary afibciations for mutual defence. To 
ofthepeo- obtain the defired end it is abfolutely neceflary, 
*'•• that each individual should conceive himfelf 

obliged to fubmit his private opinion and actions, 
%o the judgment of the greater number of his 
aflbciates. The German tribes were contented 
with this rude but liberal outline of political 
' fociety. As foon as a youth, born of free parents, 
had attained the age of manhood , he was intro- 
duced into the general council of his countrymen, 
folemnly invefted with a shield and fpear, and 
adopted as an equal and worthy member of the 
military commonwealth. The affembly of tHc 
warriors of the tribe was convened at ftated 
ieafons, or on fudden emergencies. The trial 
of public offences^ the election of magiflrates, 
and the great bufmefs of peace and war, were 
determined by its independent voice. Sometimes, 
indeed, thefe important queftions were previously 
confidered, and prepared in a more felect council 
of the principal chieftains **. The magiftrates 
might deliberate and perfuadc, the people only 
could refolvc and execute- and the refolutions of 
the Germans were for the moft part hafty and 
violent. Barbarians accuftomed to place their 
freedom in gratifying the prefent paflion , and 
their courage in overlooking all future confeqUe^ccs, 
turned away with indignant contempt from th© 
remonftrances of juftice and policy , and it was 
the practice to fignify by a hollow murmur , their 
dislike of fuch timid counfcls. But whenever 4 
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more popular orator propofed to vindicate the cha^ 
iQeaneft citizen- from either foreign or domcftic ^' 
injury , whenever he called upon his fellow- 
countrymen to aCfert the national honour, or to 
purfue fome cnterprife full of danger and glory , 
a loud clashing of shields and fpears exprefled 
the eager applaufe of the affembly. For the 
Germans always met in arms , and it was 
conftantly to be dreaded, left an irregular 
multitude , inflamed with faction and ftrong 
liquors , should ufe thofe arms to er)force , as 
well as to declare, their furious refolves. We 
may recollect how often the diets of Poland have 
been polluted with blood , and the more numerous 
party has been compelled to yield to the more 
violent and feditious **. 

A general of the tribe was elected on occafions Authority 
of danger ; and , if the danger was prefling and °^.J^^* 
extenfive, feveral tribes concurred in the choice magiftratejr 
of the fame general. The braveft warrior was 
named to lead his cbuntrytnen into the field , 
by his example rather than by his commands. 
But this power, however limited, was ftill invi- 
dious. It expired with the war, and in time of 
peace the German tribes acknowledged not any 
fupreme chief *'. Princes were , however , ap- 
pointed , in the general aflembly , to adminifter 
juftice , or rather to compofe differences ** , ia 
their refpective diftricts. In the choice of thefe 
magiftrates, as much regard was shewn to birth 
as to merit **. To each was affigned , by the 
public, a guard) and a council of an hundred 
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CSAT. perfons; and the firft of the princes appears to 

'^« have enjbyed a pre-eminence of rank and honour 

which fometimes tempted the Romans to com^ 

pliment him with the regal title '*• 

woreabfo* The Comparative view of the powers of the 

lute over magiftrates , in two remarkable inflances , is alone 

ty than o- fijfficient to reprefent the whole fyftem of German 

tertheper. manners. The difpofal of the landed property 

Germaas. within their diftrict , was abfolutely vefted in theiv 

hands , and they diftributed it every year according 

toa new divifion ". At the larpe time they were not 

authorized to punish with death, to imprifon, or evea 

to ftrike, a private citizen '\ A people thus jealous 

of their perfons, and carelefs of their poITeflions^ 

muft have been totally deftitute of induftry aad 

the arts, but animated with a high fenfe of honour 

and independence. 

Voinntary The Germaxis refpected only thofe duties which 

tngage. ^^^y impofed ou thcmfelves. The moft obfcure 

ibldier refifted with difdain the authority of the 

magiftrates. » The nobleft youths blushed not to 

9, be nun^bered among the faithful companions t>f 

,> fome renowned chief , to whom they devoted 

„ their arms and ftrvice, A noble emulation 

3» prevailed among the companions to obtain the 

S9 firft place in the efteem of thcij: chief; amongft 

,9 the chiefs to acquire the greateft number of 

» valiant companions. To be ever furrounded by 

if a band of (elect youths , was the pride and 

a> ftrength of the chiefs , their ornament in peace, 

9 their defence in war.The glory of fuch diftinguish« 

), ed heroes dififufed itfelf beyond the narrow 
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p limits of their own tribe. Prefents and embafiies cha^. 

^ folicited their friendship , and the fame of their **• 

„ arms often cnfured victory to the party which 

35 they cfpoufed. In the hour of danger it was 

,5 shameful for the chief to be furpaffed in valour 

9> by his companions; shameful for the companions 

» not to equal the valour of their, chief. To furvive 

5, his fall in battle , was indelible infamy. To 

J, protect his perfon, and to adorn his glory with 

» the trophies of their own exploits , were the 

n itioft facred of their duties. The chiefs combated 

93 for victory , the companions for the chief. The 

» nobleft warriors, whenever their native country 

99 was funk in the lazinefs of peace , maintained 

99 their numerous bands in fome diflant fcene of 

99 action, to cxercife their rcftlefs fyirit , and to 

99 acquire renown by voluntary dangers. Gifts 

9t worthy of foldiers , the warlike fteed , th^ 

93 bloody and ever victorious lance , were the , 

^ rewards which the companions claimed from 

99 the liberality of their chief. The rude plenty of 

99 his hofpitable board Was the only pay that he 

99 could beftoVr, or tftey would accept. War, 

99 rapine^ and the free will oflFerings of his friends,' 

99 fupplied the materials of this munificence ". *• 

This inftitution, however it might accidentally 

weaken the feveral republics, invigorated the general 

character of the Germans, and even ripened amongft 

them all the virtues of which barbarians are fufcep^ 

tible; the faith and valour, the hofpitality and the 

courtefy, fo confpicuous long afterwards in the 

ages of chivalry. The honourable, gifts , befiowed 
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CHAP. 
IX. 



Gcrtnftn 
chailitf. 



Its proba* 
Vc caufes. 



by the cKief on his brave companions, have been 
fuppofed, by an ingenious writer, to contain the 
firft rudiments of the fiefs, diftributed, after the 
conqu^ft of the Roman provinces, by the barbarian 
lords among their vaflals, vrnh a fimilar duty of 
homage and military fervice **. Thefe conditions 
are, however, very repugnant to the maxims of 
the ancient Germans , who delighted in mutual 
t>refents; but without either impofing, oraccepting^ 
the weight of obligations "i 

5, In the days of chivalry, or more properly of, 
,y romance , all the men were brave , and ail the 
^ women were ch^fte; ** and notwithflanding the 
latter of ,thefe virtues is acquired and preferved 
with much more difficulty than the former, it is 
afcribed , almoft without exception , to the wives 
of the ancient Germans. Polygamy was not in 
ufe , except among the princes , and among them 
only for the fake of multiplying their alliances. 
Divorces were prohibited by manners rather thaa 
by laws. Adulteries were punished as rare and 
inexpiable crimes ; nor was feduction juftified by 
example and fashion '*. We may eafily difcover, 
that Ta&itus indulges an honeft pleafure in the 
contraft of barbarian virtue , with the diffolute 
conduct of the Roman ladies : yet there are fome 
flriking circumftances that give an afr of truth, or 
at leaft of probability , to the conjugal faith and 
chaftity of the Germans. 

Although the progrefs of civilization has undoubt- 
edly contributed to affwage the fiercer paflions of 
humannature, itfeenisto have been lels favourable 
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i6 ttie virtue, of chaftity , whofc moft dangerous chap*^ 
enemy is the foftnefs of the mind. The refinements *^» 
of life corrupt while they polish the intercourfe of 
the fexes. The grofs appetite of love becomes 
xnoft dangerous when it is elevated, or rather, 
indeed, difguifed by fentimental paffion. The 
elegance of drefs , of motion, and of manners »^ 
gives a luftrc to l^eauty, and inflames the fenfeft 
through the imagination. Luxurious entertainments, 
midnight dances , and licentious Ipectacles, prefent 
at once temptation and opportunity to female 
frailty *^. From fuch dangers the unpolished wives 
of the barbarians were fecured, by poverty, folitude, 
and the painful cares of a domeftic life. The 
German huts , open , on every fide , to the eye 
of indifcretion or jealoufy , were a better fafeguard 
of conjugal fidelity , than the walls , the bolts, 
and the eunuchs of a Perfian haram. To this reafon, 
another may be added of a more honourable nature. 
The Germans treated their women! with efteem 
and confidence, confulted them on every bccafion 
of importance , and fondly believed , that in their 
breads refided a fanctity and wifdom , mote than 
human. Some of thefe interpreters of fate > fuch as 
Velleda , in the Batavian war , governed in the 
name of the deity , the fierceft nations of Germany '*. 
The reft of the fex, without being adored as goddefles, 
were refpected as the free and equal companions of 
foldiers ; affociated even by the marriage ceremony 
to a life of toil , of danger , and of glory **. In their 
great invafions , the camps of the barbarians were 
filled with a multitude of women ^ who remained 
firm and undaunted amidil the found of arms, the 
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pmkT* various foniis of deftmction , and the honouiable 
Uf wounds of their fons and husbands ^*. Fainting 
armies of Germans have more than once been driven 
back upon the enemy, by the generous defpair of 
the women, who dreaded death much Icb thaa 
fervitude. If the day was irrecoverably ^ft , 
they well knew how to deliver themfelves and 
their children, with their own hands, from an 
infulting victor '\ Heroines of fuch a caft may 
claim our admiration ; but they were moft afiuredly 
neither lovely, nor very fufceptible of love. Whilft 
they affected to emulate the ftern virtues of man, 
they muft have refigned that attractive foftnels in 
which principally oonfift the charm and weaknefs 
of woman. Confcious pride taught the German 
females to fupprels every tender emotion that 
ftood in competition with honour, and the firft 
honour of the fex has ever been that of chaftity. 
The fentiments and conduct of thefe high-fpirited 
matrons may, at once, be confidered as a caufe, 
as an effect, and as a proof of the general character 
of the nation. Female courage , however it may 
be raifed by fanaticifm , or confirmed by habit , 
can be only a faint and imperfect imitation of the 
manly valour that diflinguishes the age or couatry 
in which it may be found. 

RcUfion. The religious fyftem of the Germans (if the 

Vrild opinions of (kvages can deferve that name) 
was dictated by their wants , their fears , and^ 
their ignorance ^*. They adored the great vifiblc 
objects and agents of nature , the Sun and the 
Moon, the Fire and the Earth ; together with 

thofe. 
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thofe imaginary^ deities , who were fuppofed to chap* 
prefide over the moft important occupations of ^^' 
human lifck They were perfuaded , that , by fomc 
ridiculous arts of divination , they could difcovcr 
the will of the fuperior beings, and that human 
facrifices were the moft precious and acceptable 
offering to their altars. Some applaufe has been 
haftily beftowed on the fublime notion , entertained 
by that people , of the Deity, whom they neither* 
confined within the walls of a temple, nOrreprefen ted 
by any human figure 5 but when We recollect, thaC 
thfe Germans were unskilled in architecture, and 
totally unacquainted with the art of fculpture , we 
shall readily affign the true reafon of a fcruple , which 
arofe not fo much from a fuperiority of reafon , as 
from a want of ingenuity. The only temples in Qer- 
tnanywere dark and ancient groves, confccrated 
by the reverence of fucceeditig generations. Their 
fccret gloom > the imagined refidence of an invifiblc 
power , by prefenting no diftinct object of fear or 
worship , imprefled the mind with a ftill deeper 
fenfe of religious horror *' ; and the prieils , rude 
and illiterate as they were , had been taught by 
experience the ufe of every artifice that could pre- 
ferve and fortify impreflions fo well fuited to their 
own intereft. 

The fame ignorance , which renders barbarians its eiTcfti. 
incapable of conceiving or embracing the ufeful *"^**«»» 
reftraintsoflaws, expofes them naked and unarmed 
to the blind terrors of fuperftition. The German 
priefts, improving this favourable temper of their 
countrymen , had alTumed a jurifdiction , even in 
Vol. I. V 
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CHAP* temporal concerns , which the magiflrate could not 
'^- venture to exercifc ; and the haughty warrior patiently 
fubmittcd to the lash of correction , when it was 
inflicted , not by any human poWer , but by the 
immediate order of the god of war '*. The defects of 
civil policy were fometimes fupplied by the interpo- 
fition of ecclefiaftical authority. The latter was con- 
^ (lantly exerted to maintain filence and decency in 
the popular affemblies ; and was fometimes ex- 
tended to a more enlarged concern for the na- 
tional welfare. A folemii proceflion was occa^ 
fionally celebrated in the prefent countries of 
Mecklenburg and Fomerania. The unkno\^a 
fymbol of the Earth , covered with a thick veil , 
was placed on a carriage drawn by cows ; and in 
this manner the goddefs , whofe common refi- 
dence was in the isle of Rugen , vifited feveral 
adjacent tribes of her worshippers. During her 
progrefs , the found of war was hushed , quarrels 
were fufpended, arms laid afide, and the reftlefs 
Germans had an opportunity of tailing the blet 
fings of peace and harmony '^ The truce of Gfod^ 
fo often and fo ineffectually proclaimed by the 
clergy of the eleventh century , was an obvious 
imitation of this ancient cuftom '*. ' 

in war. But the .influence of religion was far liibre 

powerful to inflame , than to moderate , the tierce 
palfions of the Germans. Intereft and fariaticifm 
often prompted its minifters to fanctify the moft 
daring and the moft unjuft enterprifes , by the 
approbation of Heaven , and full aflurances of 
fuccefsk The confecrated fiandards , long rever- 
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ed irl^the groves <>f fupcrftition , were placed in chap* 
the front of the battle *^ ; and the hoftile army was *^* 
devoted with dire execrations to the gods of war and 
of thunder ". In the faith of foldiers ( and fuch were 
the Germans) towardice is the moft unpardonable 
of fins. A brave man was the worthy favourite: of 
their martial deities ; the wretch , who had loft his 
shield, was alike banished from the religious and 
the civil affemblies of his countrymen. Some tribes 
of the north feem to have embraced the doctrine of 
tranfmigration '* , others Imagined a grofs paradife 
of imiioortal drunkennefs '*. All agreed , that a 
life fpent in arms , and a gloriotis death in battle , 
were the beft preparations for a happy futurity , 
either in this or in another world. 

The immortality fo vainly promifed by the i^hc bi^ds* 
priefts , Was , in fomc degree conferred by the 
bards. That fingular order of men has moft 
defervedly attracted the notice of all who have 
attempted to inveftigate the antiquities of the 
Celts J the Scandinavians , an^ the Germans* 
Their genius and character , as well as the reve- 
rence paid to that important office ^ have beert 
fufficiently illuftrated. But we cannot fo eafily 
exprefs , or even conceive , the enthufiafm of arms 
and glory , which they kindled irt the breaft of their 
audience. Amo^g a polished people, a tafte for 
poetry is rather an amufement of the fancy , than a 
paflion of the foul. And yet , when in calm retire- 
ment we perufe the combats defcribed 6y Homer or 
Taflb , we are infenfibly feduced by the fictiota , 
and feel a momentary glow of martial ardour. But 
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CHAP, 
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checked 
the prd. 
%ters of 
the Gtt* 
nans. 



ftTiiit. 



how faint , how cold is the ^fenfation which a 
peaceful mind can receive from folitary ftudy ! It 
\vas in the hour of battle , or in the feaft of victory ^ 
that the bards celebrated the glory of heroes of 
ancient days-, the anceftors of thofe warlike chiet 
tains, who liftened with tranfport to their ^rtlefs 
but animated ftrains. The view of a|:ms and of 
danger heightened the effect. of the military fong ; 
-and the pafEons which it tended to excite, the 
defire of fame , and the contempt of death , were the 
habitual fentiments of a German mind ^\ 

Such >vas the fituation , and fuch were the 
manners, of the ancient Germans. Their climate^ 
their want of learning, of arts, and of laws, 
their notions of honour , of gallantry , and of 
Religion , their fenfe of freedom , impatiencfe of 
pcdiCt-^ and thirll of enterprife , all contributed to 
form a people of military heroes. And yet we 
find , that , daring more than two hundred and 
fffty years that elapfed from t^ie defeat of Varus 
to the reign of Decius , thefe formidable barbarians 
made few confiderable atteihpts , and not any 
material impreflion on the luxurious and enslaved 
provinces of the empire. Their progrefs was 
checked by their want of arms and ilifcipline, and 
their fury was diverted by the inteftine divifions 
t)f ancient Germanyi 

I. it has been obferved , with ingenuity , and 
not without truth , that the command of iron 
foon gives a nation the command of gold. But 
the rude tribes of Germany , alike dcftitute of 
both thofe valuable noetals ^ >Yere reduced slowly 
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to acquire, by their unaffifted ftrength, the poITeflion € R a p« 
of the one as well as the other. The face erf a ^^ 
German arniy difplayed their poverty of iron. 
Swords , and the longer kind of lances , they 
could feldom ufc. Tlffiir framea (as they called^ 
them in their own language ) - were long fp^ars 
headed with a sharp, but narrow iron point , and 
which, as occa&OA required, they either darted 
from a diftance or pushed in clofe onfet. \ With 
thisrfpear , and with a shield , their cavalry was 
contented, A multitude of darts, fcattered " with 
incredible force , weref an additional refource of 
the infantry. Their military drefs, when they wore 
any, was nothing more than a loofe mantle. A 
variety of colours was the only ornament of their 
wooden or ofier shields. Few of the chiefs were 
diftinguisbed by cuirafles , fcarce any by helmets* 
Though the horfes of Germany were neither 
beautiful , fwift , nor practifed in the skilful 
evolutions of the Roman naianage , feveral of the 
nations obtained renown by their cavalry ; . but , 
in general, the principal ftrength of the Germans 
confifted in their infantry ^^ » which was drawa 
up in feveral deep columns , according to the 
diilinction of tribes and families. Impatient of nndofdif' 
fatigue or delay, thefe half-armed warriors rushed «»P^i*«- 
to battle with difTonant shouts and difordered 
ranks; and fometimes, by the effort of native 
valour, prevailed over the conftrained and more 
artificial bravery of the Roman mercenaries. But 
as the barbarians poured forth their whole fouls - 
on the firft onfet, they knew not bow to rally or 

V3 
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CHAP, to retire. A rcpulfewasa furc defeat; and a defeat 
^^' was nioft commonly total deftruction. When we 
recollect the complete armour of the Roman foldiers, 
their difcipline , exercifes , evolutions , fortified 
camps y and military engines , it appears a juft 
matter of furprife how the naked and unaffifted 
valour o£ the barbarians could dare to encounter 
in the field , the ftrength of the legions , and the 
various troops of the auxiliaries, which fecdndcd 
their bperations. T^e conteft was too unequal, 
till the introduction of luxury h^d enervated the 
vigour , and a fpirit of difobedience and fedition 
had relaxed the difcipline, of the Roman armies. 
The introduction of barbarian auxiliaries into thofe 
armies, was ameafure attended with very obvious 
dangers , as it might gradually inftruct the Germans 
in the arts of war and of policy. Although they 
were admitted in fmall numbers and with the 
flricteft precaution , the example of Civilis was 
proper to convince the Romans, that the danger 
w^'$ not' imaginary , and that their precautions 
vrere not always fufficient ^*. During the civil 
ivars that followed the death of Nero, that artful 
and intrepid Batavian, whom his enemies condef-* 
cended to compare with Hannibal and Sertorius/^, 
formed a great defign of freedom and ambition* 
Eight Batavian cohorts, renowned in the wars 
of Britain and Italy •, repaired to his ftandard, He 
introduced an army of Germans into Gaul, prevailed 
on the powerful cities of Treves and Langres to 
embrace his caufe, defeated the legions, deftroyed 
their/ fortified camps , and employed againft the 
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Romans the military knowledge which he had chap. 
acquired in their fervice. When at length , after ^^• 
an obftinate ftruggle, he yielded to the power 
of the empire , Civilis fecured himfelf and his 
country by an honourable treaty. The Batavian^ 
fiill continued to occupy the islands of the 
Rhine '* , the allies not the fervants of the Roman 
monarchy. 

11. The ftrength of ancient Germany appears civUdif- 
formidable , when we confider the effects that ^"'^"^ °^ 
might have been produced by its united effort. 
The wide extent of country might very poffibly 
contain a million of warriors, as all who were 
of age to bear arms were of a temper to ufe them. 
But this fierce multitude, incapable o£ concerting 
or executing any plan of national greatnefs, was 
agitated by various -and often hoftile intentions. 
Germany was divided into more than forty 
independent dates 5 and even in each ftate the 
union of the Several tribes was extremely loofe 
and precarious. The barbarians were eafily 
provoked; they knew not how to forgive an 
injury , much lel^ an infult; their refentments 
were bloody and implacable. The cafual difputes 
that fo frequently happened in their tumultuous 
patties of hunting or* drinking , wrere fufficient to 
inflame the minds of whole nations ; the private 
feud of any confiderable chieftains diffafed itfelf 
among their followers and allies. TiO chaftife the 
infolent, or tq plunder the defencelefs, were alike 
caufes of war. The riioft formidable ftates of 
Germany affected to encompafs their territories 
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fomented 
by the po- 
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\^ith a wide frontier of folitude and devaflation* 
The a^yfuI diftance preferved by their neighbours, 
attefted the terror of their arms ^ and in fome 
meafure defended them from the danger of unex- 
pected incurfioqs ^', 

„ The Bructeri (it is Tacitus 'who now fpeaks) 
„ were totally exterminated by the neighbouring 
35 tribes ^' , provoked by their infolence, allured 
35 by the hopes of fpoil , and perhaps infpired by 
55 the tutelar deities of the empire. Above fixty 
55 thoufand barbarians were deAroyed ; not by 
55 the Roman arms , but in our fight , and for 
55 our entertainment. May the nations , enemies 
55 of Rome , ever prefervc this enmity to caCh 
55 other ! W^ have now attained the utmoft verge 
55 of profperity ^* , and have nothing left to demand 
55 of Fortune , except the difcord of thefe barba- 
55 rians'\ " Thefe fentiments, lefs worthy of the 
, humanity than of the patriotifm of Tacitus, exprefs 
the invariable maxims of the policy of his coun- 
trymen. They deemed it a much fafer expedient 
to divide than to combat the barbarians , from 
whofe defeat they could derive neither honour, 
nor advantage. The money and negociations of 
Rome infinuated themfelves into the heart of 
Germany; and every art of feduction was ufed 
with dignity, to conciliate ihofe nations whom 
their proximity to the Rhi«e or Danube might 
render ii^c moft ufeful friends , as well as the moft 
troublefome enemies. Chiefs of renown and power 
were flattered by the moft trifling prefents , which 
they received either as marks of diftinctipn , or m 
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the inftruments of luxury. In civil diffentions, ohab; 
the weaker faction endeavoured to ftrengthen iti *^* 
intereft by entering into fecret connexions with 
the governors of the frontier provinces. Every 
quarrel among the Germans was fomented by the 
intrigues of Rome; and every plan of union and 
public good was defeated by the ftronger bias of 
private jealoufy and intereft **. 

The general confpiracy which terrified the Tranfien* 
Romans under the reign of Marcus Antoninus » ^"^^ *' 
comprehended almoft all the nations of Germany, Marcut 
and even Sarmatia, from the mouth of the Rhine ^°'°"*'' 
to that of the Danube '*. It is impoffible for u9 
to determine whether this hafty confederation Was 
formed by ncccflity , by reafon , or by paQion ; 
but we may reft affured, that the barbarians were 
neither allured by the indolence, nor provoked by 
the ambition , of the Roman monarch. This 
dangerous invafion required all the iirmnels and 
vigilance of Marcus. He fixed generals of ability 
in the feveral ftation« of attack , and aflumed in 
perfon the conduct of the moft important province 
on the Upper Danube. After a long and doubtful 
conflict , the fpirit of the barbarians was fubdued. 
The Quadi and the Marcomanni *', who had 
taken the lead in the war, were the moft feverely 
punished in its cataftrophe. They were commanded 
to retire five miles ** from their own banks of the 
Danube, and to deliver up the flower of the 
youth , who were immediately fent into Britain, 
a remote island, where they might be fecure as 
hoftages^ and ufeful as foldiers*^ On the frequent 
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CHAF. rebellions of the Quadi and Marcomanni , /the 
^^- irritated emperor refolved to reduce their country 
into the form of a province. His defigns were 
difappointed by death. This formidable league, 
ho>vever, the only one that appears in the two 
firft centuries of the Imperial hiftory, was entirely 
difllipated, without leaving any traces behind in 
Germany. 

Diftiiictioii In the courfc of this introductory chapter , we 
have confined ourfelves to the general outlines of 
the manners of Germany, without attempting to 
defcribe or to diftinguish the various tribes which 
filled that great country in the time of Cpefar , of 
Tacitus, or of Ptolemy. As the ancient , or as new 
tribes fucceffively prefent themfelves in the feries of 
this hiftory, we shall concifely mention their origin, 
their fituatioui and their particular character.Modern 
nationsare fixed and permanent focie ties, connected 
an^ong themfelves by laws and government , bound 
to their native ; foil :by arts and agriculture. The 
German tribes were voluntary and fluctuating 
aflbciationsof foldiers, almoftoffavages. The fame 
territory often changed its inhabitans in the tide of 
conqueft and emigration. The fame communities , 
uniting in a plan of defence or inyafion , beftowed* 
a new title on their new confederacy.. The dif- 
folution of an ancient confederj^cy rcftored to the 
independent tribe$ their peculiar but long forgotten 
appellation. A victorious ftate often jboipmunicated 
its own name to a vanquished people. Sometimes 
crowds of volunteers flocked from all parts to the 
ftandard of a favourite leader s his camp became 
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their country, and Ibme circumftancc of theentcr* chap. 
prife foon gave a common denomination to the mixed ^^' 
multitude. The diftinctions of the ferocious invaders ^ 

were perpetually varied by themfelves, and con- 
founded by the aftonished fubjects of the Romaa 
en^pire ". 

Wars , and- the adminiftration of public affairs , Numbers, 
arc the principal fubjects of hiftory ; but the 
number of perfons interefted in thdfe bufy fcenes , 
is very different, according to the different con- 
dition, of mankind. In great monarchies , millions 
of obedient fubjects purfue their ufeful occupations 
in peace and obfcurity. The attention of the Writer, 
as well as of the Reader , is folely confined to a court, 
a capital, a regular army, and the diftricts which 
happen to b^ the occafional fcene of military opera- 
tions. But a ftate of freedom and barbarifm , the 
feafon of civil commotions , or the fituation of petty 
republics " , raifes almofl; every member of the 
con^munity into action , and confequently into 
notice. The irregular divifions , and the reftlefs 
motions , of the people of Germany , dazzle our 
imagination , and feena to multiply their numbers. 
The profufe enumeration of kings and warriors , of 
armies and nations , inclines us to forget that the 
fame objects are continually repeated under a variety 
of appellations , and that the moft fplendid ap- 
pellations have been frequently lavished on the 
mod inconfidcrable objects. 
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C H A p. X. 

The Emperors Decius^ ^Gallus ^ ^milianuSy Valeriatk^ 
and GalHcnus, — The general Irruption' of the Barn 
barians. — The thirty Tyrants^ 

CHAP, Jr ROM the great fecular games celebrated by 
Tbe^atuw P^^^'P > ^o the death of the emperor Gallicnus , 
of the fub. there elapfed twenty years of shame and misfortune. 
During that calamitous period , every inftant of 
cia^^ time was marked , every province of the Roman 
world was afflicted , by barbarous invaders and 
military tyrants , and the ruined empire fecmed to 
approach the lad and fatal moment of its diffolution. 
The confufion of the times , and the fcarcity o£ 
authentic memorials , oppofb equ difficulties to the 
hiflorian, who attempts to preferve a clear and un- 
broken thread of narration. Surrounded with imper- 
fect fragments , always concife , pften obfcure , and 
fometimes contradictory , he is reduced to collect , 
to compare , and to conjecture : and though he 
ought never to place his conjectures in the rank 
of facts , yet the knowledge of human nature , and 
of the fure operation of its fierce and unreftVaincd 
paffions, might, on fome occafions, fupply the 
' want of hiftorical materials. 

The eini»^ There is not , for inftance , any difficulty in 

lor Philip, eonceiving , that the fucceffive murders of fo many 

emperors had loofcned all the ties of allegiance 

between the prince and people ; that all the generals 

of Philip were difpofcd to imitate the example of their 
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inafter; and that the caprice of armies, long fince cttAP> 
habituated to frequent and violent devolutions > ^'« 
might every ^ay raife to the throne the moft obfcure 
of theirlellow-foldicrs.Hiftory can only add, that the 
rebellion againft the emperor Philipbroke out in the 
fummer of the year two hundred and forty -nine, 
among the legions of -MaeGa ; and that a fubaltem 
officer*, nam^d Marinus, was the object of their 
feditious choice^ Philip was alarmed* He dreaded 
left the treafon of the M?efian army should prove 
the firftfpark of a general conflagration. Diftracted 
with the confcioufnefs of his guilt and of liis dan- 
ger , he communicated the intelligence to the fc- 
nate. A gloomy filence prevailed , the cflfect of ge^vicw* 
fear , and perhaps of difaffection : till at length revolt, vie* 
Decius , one of the affembly > affuming a fpirit Jeign of ^ 
worthy of his noble extraction, ventured to difcover the empe* 
more intrepidity than the emperor feemed to pplfefs. 
He treated the whole bufinefe \vith contempt, as a 
hafty and inconfiderate tumult , and Philip's rival as 
a phantom of royalty, who in a v^ry few days would 
be deftroyed by the fame inconftancy that had created 
him. The fpeedy completion of the prophecy infpired 
Philip with a juft efteem for fo able a counfellor ; 
and Decius appeared to him the only perfon capable 
of reftoring peace and difcipline to an army, whofe 
tumultuous fpirit did not immediately fubfide after 
the murder of Marinus. Decius, who long refifted 
his own nomination , feems to have infmuated the 
danger of prefenting a leader of merit , to the angry 
and apprehenfive minds of the foldiersj and his pre- 
diction was again confirmed by the ^vent. The 
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CHAP, legions of Maefia forced their judge to become their 
^' accompUce. They left him only the alternative of 
. deatii or the purple. His fubfequent conduct , 
after that decifive meafurc , was unavoidable. He 
conducted y or followed, his army to the confines 
of Italy, whither Philip, collectingall his force to 
repel the formidable competitor whom he had raifed 
up, advanced to meet him. The Imperial troops 
\vere fuperior in number *; but the rebels formed an 
army of veterans , commanded by an able and 
experienced leader. Philip was either killed in the 
battle , or put to death a few days afterwards at 
Verona. His fon and affociate in the empire was 
maffacred at Rome by the Praetorian guards ; and 
the victorious Decius , with more favourable circum- 
ftances than the ambition of that age can ufually 
plead , was univerfally acknowledged by the fenate 
and provinces. It is reported , that , immediately 
after his reluctant acceptance of the title of Au* 
guftus , he had affured Philip by a private meffage , 
of his innocence and loyalty, folemnly protefting , 
that, on his arrival in Italy , he would refign the 
Imperial ornaments , and return to the condition of 
i»n obedient fubjcct. His profeflions might be fincere. 
But in the fituation where fortune had placed him , 
it was fcarcely poflGble that he could either forgive 
or be forgiven '. 
He march- The cmpcror Decius had employed a few ^ 
es againft months in the works of peace and tiie adminiftra- 
tion of juftice, when he was fummoned to the 
banks of the Danube by the invafion of the 
Goths. This is the fiiH: confiderable occafion 
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in which hiftory mentions that great people, who chap* 
afterwards broke the Roman power, facked the ^ 
Capitol, and reigned in Gaul, Spain, and Italy. 
So memorable was the part which they acted in 
the fubverfion of the Weftern empire, that the 
name of G o T H s is frequently but improperly ufed 
as a general appellation of rude and warlike bar^ 
barifm. i 

In the begirtning of the fixth century , and after Origin of 
the conqueft of Italy, tlie-Goths, in poffeffion of ^^^Goths 
prefent greatnels , very naturally mdulged them- dinaviau 
felves in the profpect of pad' and of future glbry. 
They wished to preferve the memory of their an- 
ceftors, and to tranfmit to pofterity their own at- 
chievements. , The principal minifter of the court 
of Ravenna, the learned Caffiodorus , gratified the 
inclination of th^ conquerors in a Gothic hiftory, 
Nvhich, confifted of twelve books , now reduced to 
the imperfect abridgment of Jotnandes *. Thefe 
writers paffed with the moft artful concifenefs 
over the misfortunes of the nation , celebrated its ^j. 
fuccefsfiil valour, and adorned the triumph with 
many Afiatic trophies, that more properly be- 
longed to the people bf Scythia. On the faith of 
ancient fongs , the uncertain , but the only, me- 
morials of barbarians, they deduced the firft 
origin of the Goths, from the va ft island , orpen- 
infula , of Scandinavia ^ That extreme country 
of the North was not Unknown to the conquerors 
oiF Italy; the ties of ancient confahguinity had 
been ftrengthened by recent offices of friendship ; 
and a Scandinavian king had cheerfully abdicated 
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CHAP* his favagc greatnefs, that he might pafs the re^ 
^* xnainder of his days in the peaceful and polished 
court of Ravenna*. Many veftiges > which can- 
not be afcribed to the arts of popular vanity ^ at- 
teft the ancient refidence of* the Goths in the 
countries beyond the Baltic. From the time of 
the geographer Ptolemy, the fouthern part of 
Sweden feems to have continued in the pdlfeflion 
of the lefs enterprifing remnant of the nation , and 
fii large territory is even at prefent divided into 
caft and weft Gothland. During the middle ages 
(from the ninth to the twelfth century) whilft 
Chriftianity was advancing with a slow progrefs 
into the north, the Goths and the Swedes com- 
pofed two diftinct and fometimes hoftile mem- 
bers of the fame monarchy ^. The latter of thefc 
two names has prevailed without extinguishing 
the formen The Swedes, who might well be 
•fatisficd with their own fame in arms, havc> in 
every age , claimed the kindred glory of the Goths* 
In a moment of difcontent agaihft the court of 
'^ Rome» Charles the Twelfth infmuated, that his 
victorious troops were not degenerated from their 
brave anCeftors, who had already fubdued the 
miftrefs of the world *. 

Reiirfoii Till the end of the eleventh century , a cele- 
brated temple fubfifted at Upfal , the mdft confi- 
derable town of the Swedes and Goths. It was^ 
enriched with the gold which the Scanditiavians 
had acquired in their piratical adventures, and 
fanctified by the uncouth reprefentations of the 
three principal deities, the god of war, the god- 

defs 
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defs of generation, and the god of thunder, Jn chap, 
the general feftiv^al, that was fglemnized every ^ 
ninth year, nine animals of every fpecies (with- 
out excepting the human) were facrificed, and 
their bleeding, bodies fufpended in the facred 
grove adjacent to the temple *. The only'traces 
that now fubfift of this barbaric fuptrftition are 
contained in the jEdda, a fyftem of mythology, 
compiled in Iceland about the thirteenth century, 
and ftudied by the learped of Denmark and Swe- 
den, as the rooft valuable i:craains of their an- 
cient traditions* 

Notwithftanding the myfterious obfcurity of ^"^'tu. 
the Edda, we can eafily diftinguish two perfons dea"th"f 
confounded under the name of Odin ; the god of Odin. 
war , and the great legislator of Scandinavia. 
The latter, the IMahomet of the north, inftituted 
a religion adapted to thfe climate and to the 
people. Numerous tribes on either fide of the 
Baltic were fubdi^ed by the invincible valour of 
Odin, by his perfuafive eloquence, and by thq 
fame, which he acquired, of a moft skilful ma- 
gician. The faith thit he had propagated, dur- 
ing a long and pofperous life, he confirmed T^y 
a voluntary death. Apprehenfive of the igno^ '}. 

minious approach of difeafe and infirmity, here- * "'' 

folved to expire as became a warrior In afo-^ -j 

lemn aflembly of the Swedes, and Goths ^ hs 
wounded himfelf in nine mortal places, haftehing 
aWay (as he aRerted wi'h his dying voice) to prc-^ 
pare the feaft of beioes in the palace of the god 
of war ". 

Vol. I. X 
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The native and proper habitation of Odin is 
diftinguished by the appellation of As-gard^ The 
happy refemblance of that name with As-burg, 
or Ai-of " , words of a firoilar fignification , has 
given rife to an hiftorical fyftem of fo pleafing a 
contexture , that we could almofl; wish to perfuade 
ourfelvcs of its truth. It is fuppofe^d that Odin 
was the chief of a tribe of barbarians which dwelt 
on the banks of the lake Mxotis , till the fall of 
Mithridates and the arms of • Pompey menaced 
the north with fervitudc. That Odin, yielding 
with indignant fury to a power which he was un- 
able to refift, conducted his tribe fcom the fron- 
tiers of the Afiatic Sarmatia into Sweden , with 
the great defign of forming, in that inacceffiblc 
retreat of freedom , a religion and a people , which , 
m fomc remote age , might be fubfervient to his 
immortal revenge ; when his invincible Goths , 
firmed with martial fanaticifm , should iCTue in 
numerous fwarms from the neighbourhood of the 
Polar circle, to chaftife the oppreflbrs of man- 
'kind'\ 

If fo many fiicceflive generations of Goths were 
capable of preierving a faint tradition of their 
Scandinavian origin, we mud not expect ^ from 
fiich unlettered barbarians ^ any diftinct account 
of tlie time and circumftances of their emigra- 
tion. To crofs the Baltic was an eafy and na- 
tural attempt. The inhabitants ofs Sweden were 
roafter$ of a fufficient number of large veflcls, 
with oars " » and the diftante is little more than 
one hundred milei from Carlfcroon to the neardl 
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potts of Pomerania and Pruffia; Here, at length 1 chap/ 
vre land on firm and hiftorio ground. At Jeafi^as ^* 
early as th^ Chfiftian sera ^* i and as late as the 
age of the Antdnines '', the Goths were eftablish- 
ed towards the mouth of the Viftula, and in that 
fertile province where the commercial cities of 
Thorn , Eibing , Koningst>erg , and Daiitzick 
were long afterwards founded '*. Weftward of 
the Goths, the numerous tribes of the Vandals 
Were fpread along the banks of the Oder ^ and the 
fea-coaft of Pomerania and Meckknburgh* A 
ftriking refembUnce of manners^ complej^ion , re^^ 
ligion , and language , feemed to indicate th&t the 
Vandals and the Goths Svcre originally one great 
people *'; The latter appear to have been fub- 
divided into Oftrogoths , Vifigoths ^ and Gepidse "; 
The diftinction andong the Vandals was liioYd 
ftrongly marked by the iridependent tiames of 
Heruli i Burgundians , Lombards , and a variety 
of other petty Itates , many of which ^ in a future 
age, expanded themfclves into pdwerful mdnaN 
chies. ' 

In the age of the Antoniiic^, the Goths w«c ftili ^'^"^ 
feated in Ptuffia. About the reign of Alexander th"uk. 
Severus , the Rom^fn ptovinte of Dacia had already ^ai^t . 
experienced their proximity by frequent and deftruc- 
tive inroads *'. In this interval , therefore , of 
about feventy years, we muft place the ietond 
migration of the Goths from the Baltic to the 
Euxine ; biit the caufe that produced it jlies cbnceated 
among the various motives Ivhich actbate th« 
faondttct oi imfettlfed barbarians^ Either a ppfti^ 
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lencc, or a famine, a victory^ or a defeat, un 
oracle of the Gods , or the eloquence of a daring 
leader, were fufficient to impel the Gothic arms 
on the milder climates of the fouth. Befide9 tlie 
influence of a martial religion , the numbers and 
fpirit of the Gbths wete equal to the moft dangerous 
adventures. The ufe of round bucklers and short 
fwords rendered them formidable in a clofe engage- 
ment^ the ihanly" obedience which they yielded 
to hereditary ktrtgs , gave uncommon union and 
ftsibility to their councils ** ; and the renbv^cd 
Amala, the hero of that age, and the tenth anccftor 
of Theodoric, king of Italy , enforced, by the 
afccndant of perfonal merit, the prerogative of his 
birth , which hederived from the Anfes\ ordemigods 
of the Gothic nation **. . > 

The fame of a great enterprife excited the braveft 
^^arriors from all the Vaiidalic ftales of Germany, 
many of whom, are feen a few years afterwards 
combating under the Common ftandard of the 
Goths ". The. firft motions ^f the emigrants 
carried them to the banks of the Prypec , a river 
univeffally conceived by the ancients to be the 
fouthern branch of the Boryfthenes*\ Thfe windings 
of thit great ftream through the plains of Poland 
and Ruffia gave a direction to their line of march, 
and a conftant fuppJy of fresh water and paftura^e 
to their numerous herds of CattJe« They followed 
the unknown courfc of the river , confident in 
their valour, and carelefs of whatever power might 
oppofe their progrefs. The Baftarnae and the Vencdi 
Were the iirft who prefentcd themfelves^; and the 
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flower of their youth, either from choice or com- chaf. 
pulfion,. incfej^Ced the Gothic army. The Baftarnae ^' 
dwelt on the -northern fide of the Carpathian 
mountains ; the imroenre tract of land that feparated 
the Baftarnae from the favages of Finland , was 
pofleffedy or rather wafted, by the Venedi ** : we 
have fome r^afon to believe that the firft of iheC^ 
nations, wliich diAinguished itfclf in the Macedonian 
war **, and was afteiwards divided into the formi* 
dable tribes of the Feupini , the Borani , the 
Carpi, etc. derived its origin from the Germans. 
With better authority , a Sarmatiah . extraction 
may be afligned to the Vcnedi , who. rendered 
themfelves fo famous in the middle ages *\ Bat Dimnctioa 
the confufion of blood and manners on that doubtful ^ ^"' 
frontier often perplexed the moft accurate obfer- sarma, 
vers *\ As the Goths advanced near the Euxine *»»«*t 
fea, they encountered a purer race of Sarmatians, 
the ^^zyges , the Alani , and the Roxolani ; and 
they weriB probably the firft Germans who faw 
the mouths of the Boryfthenes, and of the Tanais, 
If we inquire into the characteriftic marks of the 
people of Germany and of Sarmatia , we shall 
difcover that thofe two great portipos of human 
kind were principally diftinguished by fixed huts or 
moveabl^e tents , by a clofe drefs , or flowing 
garments, by the marriage of one or of feveral 
wives , by a military force , confifting , for the 
moft p^rt, ei4her of infantry or cavalry ; and above 
all by the ufe of th^ Teutonic, or of the Sclavonian 
language; the laft of which has been diffufed by 
conqueft, from the confines of Italy to the neigh- 
bourhood of Japan. X i 
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c If A p. The Ooths were now in'pofleflSon of the Ukrainis, 

'^; a country of confiderable extent and uncommon 

tion of the fc»*tiUty> intcrfected with navigable rivers, which, 

pkrsiii^ from either fide , difcharge themfelves into the 

Boryfthenes; and interfperfed with large and lofty 

forefts of oaks. The plenty of game and fish , 

the innumerable bee-hives, depofited in the hollow 

of old trees , and in the cavities of rocks , apd 

forming, even in that rude age, a valuable branch 

of commerce, the fize of the cattle, the temperature 

of the air, the aptnefs of the foil for every fpecijes 

of grain , and the luxuriancy of the vegetation, all 

difplayed the liberality of Nature, and tempted 

the induftry of man ". But the Goths whhftood 

all tl^efe temptations , and ftill adhered to a life 

of idlenefe, of poverty, and of rapine. 

Tile eothf The Scythian hords , which , townrds the eift', 

invade the bordered on the new fettlements of the Goths , pre- 

Pfoyinc?f. fented nothing to their arms, except the doubtful 

chance of an unprofitabler victory. But the profpect 

of the Roman territories wa$ far more alluring ; and 

the fields of Dacia were covered with rich harvefts , 

fown by the hands of an iriduftrious , and expofed 

to be. gathered by thofe of f. warlike , people. It is 

probable , that die conquefts of Trajan , maintained 

by his fucceffors , lefs for any real advantage , thah 

for ideal dignity , had contributed to weaken the 

. ^ empire on that fide. The new and unfettled province 

of Dacia was neither fbong enough to refift, nor rich 

enough to fatiate, the rapacioufnefe of the barbarians. 

As long as the remote banks of the Niefter were 

ponfidered as the boundary of the Roman power, 
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the fortifications of thp Lower Danube were more oh^p. 
carelefsly guarded , and the inhabitants of Msefiji ' ^* 
Jived in fupine fecurity , fondly conceiving themfelves 
at an inacceffiblediftance from any barbarian invaders. 
The irruptions of the Goths , under the reign, of 
Phihp , fatally convinced them of their mjftake. The 
king, or leader of that fierce nation , traVerfed with 
contempt the province of Dacia, and paffed both the 
' Nicfter and the Danube without encountering any 
pppofition capable of retarding his progrefs. ^ The 
relaxed difcipline of the Roman troops betrayed the 
moft in^portaAt polls,, where they were ftationed, 
^nd the fear. of deferved punishment induced great 
numbers of them to inlift under the Gothic ftandarti 
The various multitude of barba,rians . appeared , ^t 
length , under the walls of Marcianopolis , a city 
built by Trajan jn honour of his fifter ^ and at that 
time the capital. of the fecund IVtscfia **. The inha- 
bitants confented to ranfom their lives and property, 
by the payment of a large fpnvof money, and, the 
invaders retreated back into ,their defer ts , animated, 
rather than fatisfied , with the firft fuccejfs of the^r 
arms agamft an opulent but feeble country. Intelli- 
ge^ce was foon tranfmitted to the emperor Decius , 
that Cni va , king of the Go ths , had palled the Danube 
a fecoud time, with more confxderable forces ; that his 
numerous detachments fcattered devaftation ov^r the 
province of Maefia, whilft the main body of the 
army, confiding of feventy thoufand Germans a^d 
Sarmatians, a force equal to the moll daring atchieve- 
mcnts, required the prefence of the Rornan . fxio* 
narch , and the exertion of his military power. 
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CHAP, Decins found the Goths'engaged before Nicopolis, 
^- on the Jatrus, one of the many monuments of Tra- 
cv^Ji^mof jan's victories **. On his approach , they raifed the 
the Gothic fiege , but with a defign only of marching away to 
Z^p. aw, ^ conqueft of greater importance , the fiege of Phi- 
Jippopolis , a city of Thrace , founded by the father of 
Alexander /near the foot of mountHsemus ^\ Decius 
follo>yed them through a difficult country, and by 
forced marches ; but when jie imagined himfelf at a 
confiderable diftance from the rear of the Goths, 
Cniva tyrnfed with rapid fury on his purfuers. The 
camp of the Redmans was ftirprifed and pillaged, 
jmd, for the firft time , their emperor fled in diforder 
before a troop of half-armed barbarians. After a long 
|-eftftance , Philippopolis , deftitute of fuccour , was 
taken by ftorm. A hundred thoufand perfons are 
reported to have been maffacred in the fack of 
that great city ^. Many prifoners of confequence 
became a valuable acceffion to the fpoil ; and 
Prifcus , a brother of the latp emperor Philip , 
blushed hot to afTume the purple under the protection 
of the barbarous enemies of Rome *^ The time, 
however, confumed in that tedious fiege; enabled 
Decius to revive thecourage,. reftore the difcipline, 
and recruit the numbers of his troops. He intercepted 
feveral parties of Carpi, and other German* , who 
Svere haftening to share the victory of their 
coutitrymed **, intruded the pafles of the mountains 
to officers of approved valour and fidelity "' 
repaired and ftreqgthf'ned the fortifications of the 
"^Danube , and exertctf his utmoftxigilance to oppofe 
gjt^er the pfbgrefs pr the retreat of the Goths* 



Digitized by 



Google 



OF THE ROMAN^EMPiRfi, 32^ 



-• « 



Encouraged by the return of fortune, he anxiously chaf. 
waited for an opportunity to retrieve, by a great x. 
and decifive blow, his own glory, and that of ' 
the Roman arms **. 

At' the fame time when Decius was ftruggling Deems re- 
with the violence of the tempcft, his mind, calm officlof*' 
and deliberate amidft the tumult of war, inveftlgated cenfor in 
the more general caufes, that, fince the age of the, ^fy^j^YeriT 
Antonines, had fo impetuously urged the decline an./ 
of the Roman greatnefs. He Toon difcovcred that 
it was impoffible to replace that greatnefs on a 
permanent bafisj without reftoring piibtic virtue;, 
ancient principles and mariners, and the opprefTiSd 
majefty of the laws. To execute this noble but * 
arduous defign, he firft refoived to revive- the 
obfolete office of cenfor ; an office , which ; as 
long as It had fubflfted in its priftine integrity, 
had fo much contributed to the perpetuity of the, 
ftate " , till it was ufurped and gradually neglected" 
by the Caefars ". Confcious that the favour of the 
fovereign may confer power, biit that the efteem 
of the people can alone bellow authority , he 
fubmitted the choice of the cenfor to the uribiafTed 
voice of the fenate. By their unanimous votes, a. n.au. 
or rather acclamations , , Valerian , who Was -^^^^^^^ 
afterwards emperor, and who then ferved with v' 
diftinction in the army of Decius ,' was declared - 
the moft worthy of that exalted honour. As foon 
as the decree of (he fenate wa^ tranfmitted to the 
emperor , he alTembled a great council in hts 
camp, and, before the inveftiture of the cenfor 
elect , he apprized him of ihc difficulty arid 
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^HAP# importance of his great oflfice. 9> Happy Valerian, '* 

^- faidthc prince, to hisdiftinguishedfubjcct, „happjr 

a, in the general approbation of the fenate and of 

93 the Roman republic! Accept the cenforship of 

9, mankind; and judge of our manners. You will 

',> felect thofe who defcrve to continue members 

^, of the fenate ; you will reftore the equeftrian 

„ order to its ancient fpiendour; you will improve 

y, the revenue, yet moderate the public burdens. 

«9 You will diftinguish into regular clafTes the 

9, various and infinite multitude of citizens, and 

n accurate^ly. review the military llrength , the 

M wealth , the yirtu.e, and the refources of Rome. 

J, Your decifions shall. obtain the force of laws. 

.»y The army, the palace, the miqifters of juftice, 

,35 and the great officers of the empire , are all 

9) fubject to your tribunal. Npne arie exempted, 

39 excepting only the ordinary confuls *' , the 

,9 prefect of the city, the Jcing of the facrifices, 

99 and ( as long as she prcfcrves her chaftity 

93 inviolate) the eldeft of the. veftal virgins. Even 

3^ thefe fewi who may not d^^ad the feverity , 

93 will anxiously fqlicit the eft^em, of the Roman 

33 ceafor **. " , 

Thedefisn A magiftrate , invefted >vith fuch extenfivc 

impracti. ppwcrs , would havc appeared not fo much the 

without minifter ^s the colleague of his fovereign *'. 

«*^**- Valerian juftly dreaded an elevation fo full of envy 

and of fufpicion.. He mpdeftly urged the j^larming 

greatnefs of the tru{l, his own infuflSciency , and 

the incurable corruption of the times. He artfully 

iqfinuated^ that the office of cenfor was infeparable 
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iram the Imperial dignity, and that the feeble chap. 
hands of a fubject were unequal tp the fupport ojE ^' 
fuch an imnaenfe weight of cares^ and of power *\ 
The approaching event of war foon put an end 
to the profecution of a project fo fpecious but fo 
impracticable ; and whilft it preferved Valerian 
.from the danger , faved the emperor Decius froqji 
the:difapp6intmenty which >^ould mofl: probably 
have attended it. A cenfbr may. maintain, he can 
neveif reftore, the morals of a ftatei It is impoffibtc 
for fuch a magiftratc to exert his authority with 
ibenefit, or eveh with effect, unlefs he is fupported 
by a quick fenfe of honour and virtue in the 
minds of the people ; by a decent reverence for 
the public opinion , and by a train of ufeful 
prejudices combating on the fide of national 
mariners. In a period when thefe principles are 
aQnihilated, the cenforial jurifdiction muft either 
.finlc into empty pageantry , or ht converted into 
a partbl inftrument of vexatious opprelfion **. It 
"Was eafier to vanquish the Goths, thaa to eradicate 
tjie public vic€S ; yet even in the firft of;tbcfc 
enter prifcs , Decius loft his army and his life. 

The Goths were now, on every fide, furrounded Defeat ^nd 
and purfued by the Roman arms. The flower ^of deatji of 
their troops had perished in the long fiege of.hulbiv" 
Philippopolis , and the exhaufted country could 
«o longer afford fubfiftence for the remaining 
multitude of licentious barbarians. Reduced to 
this extremity, the. Goths would gladly have 
purchafed, by the furrerider of all their booty 
and i prilpners , the^ permilEon .of. an . unaifturbed 
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cftAK retreat. Buttht ettipcror, confident of victory, anfl 
^* refolviug, by the chafttfement of thefe invaders « 
to ftrike a falutary terror into the nations of thb 
North , Telufed to liften to any terms of qccommo* 
dation. The high-fpirited barbarians preferred death 
to slavery. An obfcure town of Mxfia , called 
Forum Tercbronii **, was thcJfcene of the battle. 
The Gothic ar4»y '^as drawn up in three, lines, 
and, either from ^oice or accident, the front of 
the third line was covered by a morafs. In the 
f>egintiing of the action , the fon of Decius , a 
youth of theKfaireft hope^, and already aOociatied 
to the honours^ of the purple , was slain by ah 
arrow, in the fight of his aflfticted father; who 
fummoning ail 4iis fortitude ^ admonished tkt 
difmayed troops , that the lols of ^ fingle foldier 
was of little importance to the; republic *^ The 
conflict was t-errible ; it was the combat of de^ir 
againft grief and rage. The firft line of the Goths 
at length ^ve way in dilbrder ; the fecond^ 
{ advancing to fuftain it,* shared its fate; and the 
third only remained entire, prepared to difpufe 
the paffage\)f the morafs , wiiich was imprudently 
attempted by the pr^fumptk>n of the enemy. 
„ Here the fortune of the day turned, and all 
„ things became adverfe to the Romans : the 
„ place deep with ooze , finkibg under thofe who 
„ flood , slippery to fuch as • advanced ; their 
„ armour heavy i the waters, deep ; nor could 
„ they wield,, in that uneafy fituation, their/ 
*»j weighty j:avelins. The barbarians , on the 
j; (contrary ,i were enured to encoimtcrs in the 
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,) bogs, their perfons tail, their fpears long, fuch 
,, as could wound at a diftance **. " In this morafss 
the Roman army , after an ineffectual ftruggle , 
was irrecoverably loft ; nor could the body of the 
emperor ever be found *^ Sujch was the fate of 
Decius , in the fiftieth year of his age i, aa 
accomplished prince, active in war, and affablb 
in peace **; who, together with his fon, has 
deferved io be compared , both^ in life and death, 
with the brighteft examples of ancient virtue **. 

This fatal blow humbled, for a very little time, 
the infolence of the legions. They appear to have 
patiently expected, and fubmiffively obeyed, the 
decree of the fenate, w:hich regulated the (ucceflfion 
to the throne. From a juft regard for the memory 
of Decius, the Imperial title was conferred on 
Hoftilianus , his only furvi ving fon ; but an equal 
sank, with more effectual power, was granted to 
Gallus , whofe experience and ability feemed equal 
to the great truft of guardian to the young prince 
abd the diftreffed empire/'. The firft care of the 
new emperor ^as to deliver the Illyrian provinces 
from the intolerable weight of the victorious Goth^. 
He confentc^ to leave in their hands the rich fruits 
of their invafion, an immenfe booty, and, what 
wasftill moredifgraceful , a great number of prifooers 
of the higheft merit and quality. He plentifully 
fuppiied their camp with every conveniency that 
Could affuage their angry fpirit.< , or facilitate their 
fo much wished-for departure ; and he even prpmifed 
to pay them annually a large fum of gol 1 , on 
condition they should never afterwards iqfcft th« 
Roman territ;ories by th^incurfions ". 
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criA*/ In the age of the Scipios, the moft opulent kitigs 
Gaiiuf ^ ^^^ earth , who courted the protection of the victo* 
purchafcs rious commonwealth , M*re gratified with fuch 
J"^'" yj trifling prefents as^cquld only derive avalue from the 
mentofan hand that bcftowcd them ; an ivory chair , a coarfe 
garment of purple, an inconfiderable piece of plate^ 
or a quantity of cdpper coin '*. After the wealth 
of nations had ccititted in Rome, the emperors 
difplayed their gfc^tnefs, and even their policy y 
by the regular exercife of a fteady and moderate 
liberality towards the alKes of the ftate; They 
relieved the poverty of the barbarians , honoure(( 
their merit , arid recompenfed their fidelity. Thcfe 
voluntary marks of bounty were underftood to 
flo>V not from the fears , but merely from the 
generofity or th^ gratitude of the Romans; and 
whilft preferits and fubfidies \Vere liberally diftribii ted 
among friends and fuppliants , they Were fternly 
fopjiUit refufed to fuch as claimed them as a debt/'. But 
ihis ftipulation of an annual paymetit to a victorious 
enemy, appeared without difguife in the light of an 
ignominious tribute ; the minds df the Romans were 
not yet accuftonied to accept fuch unequal iaws 
from a tribe of barbarialns ; and the prince , who 
by a neccffary conceflion had probably faved his 
country, became the object of the general contempt. 
and averfion. The death of Hoftiliarius , though it 
happened in the midft of a raging peftilence, was 
interpreted as the perfonal crime of Gallus '*; and 
even the defeat of the late emperor was afcribeH 
by the voice of fufpicion to the perfidious counfels 
af his hated focceffor *^ The tranquillity Which 
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the empire enjoyed during the firff year of his cHap. 
adnainiftration " , fervcd rather to inflame than to *' 
appeafe the public difcontent; and, as foon as the 
apprehcnfions of war were removed , the infamy 
of the p^ace vras more deeply and more fenfibly 
felt. 

But the Romans were irritated to a ftili higher Victory 
degree, lyhen they difcovered that they had not 
even fecured ^ their repofe , though at the expence inus 
of their honour. The dang^erous fecret of the wealth 
and weaknefs of the empire , had been revealed ta 
the world. New fwarms of barbarians , encouraged 
by the fuccefs , and not conceiving themfelves? 
bound by the obligation, of their brethren, fpread 
devaflation through the Illyrian provinces , and 
terror as, far as the gates of Rome. The defence 
of the monarchy, which feeibed abandoned by 
the pufillanimous emperor, was affumed by ^milia- 
xius, governor of Pannonia and Msefia ; who rallied 
the fcattered forces, arid revived the fainting fpirits 
of the troops. The barbarians were unexpectedly 
attacked, routed, chafed, and purfued beyond the 
Danube. The victorious leader diftribiited as a 
donative the money collected for the tribute , and 
the acclamations of the foldiers proclaimed him 
emperor on the field of battle **. Gallus , who , 
carelefs of the general Welfare ; indulged himfelf 
in the pleafures of Italy , Was almoft in the fame 
inftant informed of the fuccefs, of the revolt, and 
of the rapid approach , of his afpiring lieutenant. 
He advanced to meet him as iFar as the plains of 
Spoleto. When the armies came in fight of each 
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Other, the foldiers of Gallus compared the ignomiQious 
conduct of their fovcreign with the giory of his 
rival. They admired the valour of ^milianus; they 
were attracted by his liberality, for he offered a 
confiderable increafc of pay to all dcfertcrs ^*. The 
murder of Gallus , and of his fon Volufianus , put 
^n end to the civil war; and the fenate gave a 
legal fanction to the rights of coiiqueft. The letters 
of £milianus to that aflembly , difplayed a mixture 
of moderation and vanity. He aiTured them, that 
hi? should refign tp their' wifdom the civil admini- 
flration; and, contenting himfelf with the quality 
of their ger\eral , would in a short time afTert the 
glory of Rome, and deliver the e^npire from all 
the barbarians both of the North and of the Eaft ^'. 
His pride was flattered by the applaufe of the 
fenate; and niedals are ftill extant, reprefenting ^ 
him with the name and attributes of Hercules the 
Victor, and of Mars the Avenger **. 

If the ne\v monarch poffefled the abilities, he 
wanted the time, necefTary to fultiU thefe fplendid 
promifes. Lefs than four months intervened between 
his victory and his fall *'. He had vanquished 
Gallus : he funk under the weight of a competitor 
more formidable than Gallus. That unfortunate 
prince had fent Valerian , already diftrnguished by 
the honourable title of cenfor , to bring the legions 
of Gaul and Germany ** to his aid. Valerian executed 
that commi (Hon' with zeal and fidelity ; and as he 
arrived too late to favc his fovereign, he refolved 
to revenge him. The troops of ffimilianus, who 
ftill lay encamped in the plains of Spoleto , were 

awed 
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awed by the fanctity :of his charatater , but- much C1IAP« 
more by the fuperior ftrength of his army; and ^* 
as they v^ere now becorup a^ incapable of perfonal 
attachment ats they had always- been of conftitutional 
principle, they readiJy iittbrued their hands in thc^ 
blobd of a prince who fo lately had. been the object 
of their partial choice. The. guilt was theirs, but 
the advantage of it was Valerian'^ ; who obtained 
the poflcflion of the throne by the means indeed 
of a, civil war,' but with a degree. of innocejigcj 
Angular in that age of rev.o^^tions ; fince he owed 
neither gratitude nor allegiance to his predecelfig^^ 
whom he dethroned. 

Valerian was about fixty years of age 'f wljen 
he was invefted with the purple ,; .not by^ thecapric^ 
of the populace , or the clamour^^ of the army ^ 
^Jbut by the unanimous voice, of the Roman World. 
In his gradual afcent through the honours of thQ 
ftate, hehaddeferved the favour of virtuous princes,, 
and had declared himfelf the enemy of tyrants '*. 
His noble birth, his mild but unblemished manners^- 
his learning, prudence, and wperience, were revered 
by the fenatc and people ; amj if mankirtd (according 
to . the obfcrvation of an ancient, writer ) ha4 been 
left at liberty to chufeamafter, their choice> would 
moft affurcdly have fallen on yakriaii ??• Fcrhapjr 
the merit of this emperor, was inadequate (o his; 
reputation; perhaps his abilities , or at leaft hts fpirit|i 
were affected iby the languor, and coldnefeof olaage*: 
The confciouFnefs of his dccUrie engaged him to 
share the throne with a youagttr and more active. ftiUfor* 
affociate .? : the emergency of the .time$ demanjd<^dv *ur!l4tl. 
Vol. L ^ Y • ' 
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tUkV. % general no lels than a prince; and the experience 

^- . of the Roman ccnfor might have directed him 

LdGaiii. where to beftow the Imperial purple, as the 

tnus. reward of military merit. But inftead of making 

tLteV.^ a judicious choice, which would have confirmed 

his ceign and endeared his memory , Valerian , 

ionfulting only the dictates of affection or vanity^ 

immediately invefted with the fupreme honours^ 

his fon Galiienus, a youth whofe effeminate vices 

had been hitherto concealed by the obfcurity of 

a private ftation* The joint government of the father 

and the fon fubfifted about feven, and the fole 

adminiftration of Gallienus continued about eight, 

year^: But the whole period was one uninterrupted 

feries of confufion and calamity. As the Roman 

emprire \ras at the fame time, and on every fide, 

attacked by the blind fury of foteign invaders, and ^ 

/ the wild ambition of domeftic ufurpefs , we shall 

GOhfult order and perfpicuity, by purfuing, not 

fo much the doubtful arrangement of dates , as the 

more natural diftribution of fubjects. The. mod 

dangerous enemies of Rome , during the reigns 

Throadf of of Valerian and Gallienus, were, i. The Franks. 

the barba. 3, Xhfe Alcmauni. 3. The Goths ; and , 4. The 

FerfianSi Under thefe general appellations , we 

-may comprehend the adventures of lefsconfiderable 

* tribes, whofe obfcure and uncouth names would 

only fcrve to opprefs the memory and perplex the 

attention of the reader. 

Origin and L As tfac poftctity of the Franks compofe one 

ly «^f the*" ^^ ^^^ grcateft and moft ^enlightened nations of 

tt^njus, Europe , the powers o£ learning and ingenuity 
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have becrt exhaufted in the difcovcry of theiS: cHAf* 
unlettered anceftprs. To the tales of credulity, ^ 
iiave fucceeded the fyftems of fancy. Every paflagc 
has, been fifted, every fpot has been furveyed, 
that niight poflibly reveal fo^e faint traces oiE 
their origin. It has been fuppofed, that Pannonia*% 
•that Gaul., that the northern parts of Germany *\ 
,gave birth to that celebrated colony of ^varriors. 
At length the mpft factional critiqs,Tcjecting^h^ 
fictitious ennigrations of ideal CQnquerbri. , httvt 
lacquiefced it^ a fentiment whofe.fin^plicity perfu:tdes 
us of its truth *\ They fupptofe^ thut about the 
•year two hundred and forty ^*„j a neiw confederacy 
Avas formed lender the name of Franks, by the told 
inhabitants of the Lower Rhine. and the Wefcn 
The prefent circ)^ pf Weftphalia9:theLand)8:raviaitf 
DfHeffe,ai¥i,thedutchiesof BrunfMrick and Lunchurgj 
fWere the ancienj^feat of the Chauci , yrho^ in their ^ 

anaccefl^ble 'moraffes , deiied the Roman arms '^ { 
of the Qherufci, proud of the fame of Arminiusi 
of the Catti , formidable by thdr ftjrm and intrepid 
infantry ; add ;of feveral othfer tribes of inferior 
power and renown ^*. The love of liberty wa* the 
ruling paffion of thefe Germansj the enjoyment, of 
it their beft treafure; the word .that e^prefled that 
enjoyment , the moft pleafuii^ tq their ean They 
deCerved , they aflumed > they maintained the 
honourable epithet of Franks or Freemen ; which 
concealed , though it did not extinguish, the peculiit 
names of the feveral ftates of the confederacy ^*. 
Tacit confent, and mutual advantage, dictated 
tl^e firft laws of the union; it was grji4ually cemented 
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1 
CHAR hy habit and experience. The league of the Franks 
^^ may admit of fome coraparifon With the Helvetic 
body ; in which every canton, retaining its indepen- 
dent fovereignty, confults with its brethreri in the 
tommon caufe, without acknowledging the atfrhofit jr 
of any fupreme head, or rcprefentative affentbly ^*. 
But^ the prindple of the two confederacies was 
extremely different. A peac^ of-two hundred years 
4ias rewarded thfe wife and hoh^ft policy' <J>f the 
S^ifs An inConftant fpirit , the thifft'of ra^iiie, 
iarida diffegard to the ftioft folemn treaties idifgraced 
\ the character of the Franks. 

rteyfM- 'oThe Romans had long experienced the 'daring 
v.4«Gaui, i^^y^^r of the people of t^\vrerGerrii^nyl'Thfe^nion 
of their 'ftretlgth f^tHrieatened Gslul %ith' a mor* 
formidable ihvafion^, and requir^- "Ifie^Jire'feA^e 6f 
Gallienu^- , 4he heir and colleajgUe 6i Imperial ♦ 
power ^'^ Whilft that prince, attd*'hJs infant fdii 
Saloilius, -difpJayed^ in the courC'^^f Treves ,* th* 
nnajefty of the empire, its armies were'ably coAducttd 
by their general Pofthumus , who ^ though he 
afterWards betrayed'' the family *ctf Vialerian , was 
ei^er faithful to the great intercft'fllf the rtionarchy. 
The treacherous latiguage of panipgyrics and medaJs 
darkly announced a long feries of viccories. Trophies 
jind tftles atteft (if fuch etidenee can atteft) the 
fame of Pofthumiis, \vho is repeatedly ffyled The 
' Conqueror of the Germans , and the favio'iir /of 
Gaul '*. ^ ; 

rtv»gc -* But a fingle fjict, the only one indeed of which 
Spain* ^j^ j^^^g any diftinct knowledge, erafes, in a great 
fHi^fure, thefe ni61iu«ieiits of vanity and adulation. 
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The Rhine, though <lignified with -the title of OHAP4 
Safeguard of the provinces , was an impcrfeet barrieir ^ 
agdi^^ft the daring fpirit of cntcrprifc with which ^ 
the Franks were actuated. Their rapid devaftations 
ftretched from the river to the foot of the Pyrenees : 
nor were they flopped by thofe mountains. Spain, 
which had never dreaded, was unable to refift,- 
the inroads of the Germans. During twelve years, 
the greateft part of the reign of Gallicnus, that 
opulent country was the theatre of unequal and 
dcftructive hoftilities. Tarragona, the flourishing 
. capital of a peaceful province, was facked and 
almoft deftroyed ^' ; and fo late as the days of 
Orofius, who wrotcj^n the fifth century , wretched 
cottages , fcattcred amidft the ruins of magnificent 
cities, ftill recorded the rage of the barbarians '*•• 
"When the exhapfted country no longer fupplied a 
variety of plunder, the Franks feized on fome 
veffels in the ports of Spain '* , and tranfported "^ P^ft 
themfelves into Mauritania. The diftant province Aiwcir* 
was aftonished with the fury of thefe barbarians , 
who feemed to fall from a new world, ^s their 
name , manners , and complexion , were equally 
unknown on, the coaft of Africa **. 

11. In that part' of Upper Saxony beyond the Oripn and 
Elbe, which is at prefent called the Marquifate ^iclslcvl 
of Luface, there exifled , in ancieqt times, a^facred 
wo^d, the awful feat of the fuperftition of the 1 
Soevi. None were permitted to enter the. holy 
precincts , without confefling , by their fervile bonds 
and fuppliant pofture, the immediate prefence of 
the fovcrcign Deity ". Patriotifm contributed as 
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well as dcvotiott to confccrate the Sonncnwald , 
or wood of the Semnones **. It was univerfalljr 
believed, that the nation had received its firlt 
cxiftcnce on that facred fpot. At fiated periods , 
the numerous tribes who gloried in the Suevic 
blood |V reforted thither by their ambaflfadors; and 
the memory of their common extraction was perpe- 
tuated by barbaric rites and human facrifices. The 
wide extended name of Suevi filled the interior 
countries of Germany , from the banks of the 
Oder to thofe of the Danube. They were difbinguished 
from the other Germans by their peculiar mode of 
dreffing their long hair , which they gathered into 
% rude Imot on the crown of xhe head ; and they 
delighted in an ornament that shewed their ranks 
more lofty and terrible in the eyes of the enemy ". 
Jealous, as the Germans were, of military renown, 
they all confeffed the fuperior valour of the Suevi ; 
and the tribes of the Ufipetes and Tencteri, who, 
with a vaft army, encountered the dictator Caefar, 
declared that they efteemed it not a difgrace to 
have fled before a people , to whofe arms the 
immortal gods themfclves were unequal '*. 

In the reign of the emperor Caracalla , an in- 
numerable fwarm of Suevi appeared on the banks 
of the Mein , aqd in the neighbourhood of the Roman 
provinces, in queft either of food, of plunder, or 
of glory**. The hafty army of volunteers gradually 
coalefced into a great and permanent nation , and» 
as it was compofed from fo many different tribes , 
aflumedihenameof Alemanni,of /?//-mc/i; to denote 
at once their various lineage , and their common 
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bravery *' . The latter was foon felt by the Romans in c h a r, 
many a hoftile inroad. The Alemanni fought chiefly / ^' 
on horfeback ; but their cavalry was rendered ftill ^ 
mor^ formidable by a mixture of light iaSantry, 
felectedlrom the bra veil and mofl: active of the youth, 
whpm frequent exercifc had enured to accctnpany 
the horfeman in the longeft march , the moft rapid 
charge, or the moft precipitate retreat ^'. 

This warlike people of Germans had been afto- >»▼»*« 
nished by the immenfe preparation of Alexander ]^j"y/°* 
Severus , they were difmayed by the arms of his 
fuceeffor , a barbarian equal in valour and fierce- 
nefs to th^mfelves. But dill hovering on the frontiers 
of the iempire, they increafed the general diforder. 
thaf; enfued after the death of Decius. They inflicted 
fevere wounds on the rich provinces of Gaul : - they 
were the firft wha removed the veil that covered 
the feeble majefly of Italy. A numerous body of the 
Alemanni penetrated ^crofs the Danube , and 
through the Rhaetian Alps , into the plains of Lom- 
bardy , advanced as far as Ravenna , and difplayed 
the victorious banners of barbarians almoft in fight 
of Rome ".The infult and the danger rekindled in 
the fenate fome fparks of their ancient virtue. Both «d from 
the emperors were engaged in far diftant wars, Ro»ne by 
Valerian in the eaft , and Gallienus on the Rhine, and pllj^ 
All the hopes and refources of the Romans were in p^- 
themfelves. In this emergency , thefenatorsrefumed 
the defence of the republic i drew out the Pr?etorian 
guards , who had been left to garrifon the capital, 
and filled up their numbers , by inlifting into the 
public fervice the ftouteft and mofl willing of the 
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Plebeians. The Alenianni , aftonished with the 
fudcien appearance of an army more numerous than. 
. their own , retired inta Germany , laden with fpoil ; 
.and their retreat was efteemed as a victory by the 
unwarhke Romans '*. 

Wlkcn Gallienus received the intelligence that 
his capital was delivered from the barbarians, he 
was much le(s delighted, than alarmed, with the 
courage of the fenate, fince it .might one day 
prompt them to refcue the public from domeftic 
tyranny, as well as from foreign invafion. His 
timid ingratitude was piiblished to his fubjects, in 
' an edict which prohibited the fenators from ex- 
ercifing any military employment, and even from 
approaching the camps of the legions. Bat his 
fears were groundless. The rich and luxurious 
liol^les., fmking into their natural character, ac- 
cepted, as a favour, this difgracefal exemption 
from military fervice ; and as long as they were 
indulged in the enjoyment of their baths, their 
theatres, ^nd their villas, they cheerfully i;efigned 
the more dangerous cares of empire , to the rough 
hands of peafants and foldiers *% . 

Another invafion of the Alemanni , of a more 
formidable afpect, but more glorious event, is 
nientioned by a writer of the lower empire. 
Three hundred thoufand of that warlike people 
are faid to have been vanquished , in a battle near 
Milan , by- Gallienus ' in perfon , at the head of 
only ten thoufand Romans ". We may however, 
with great probability , afcribe this incredible vic- 
tory , either to the credulity of the hiftorian , or 
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^o feme exaggerated exploits of one of the em- ^hap; 
peror's lieutenants. It was by arms of a very ^" 
.dififerent nature, that Gal]ienus endeavoured to 
4)rotect Italy from the fury of the Germans. He ' 
cfpoufed Pipa the daughter of a king of the Mar- 
comanpi, a Suevic tribe, which was ofcei con- 
founded with the Alemanni in their wars and 
-conquefts. **- To the father, as the price of his 
alliance , he granted an ample fettlement in Pan* 
nonia. The native charms of unpoli.^hed beauty 
feemtto have fixed the daughter in the affections 
of the inconflant emperor, and the bands of po* 
licy were^more firmly connected by thofe of Iovq. 
But the haughty prejudice of Rome flill refufed 
the name of marriage , to the profane mixture of ' 
a citizen and a barbarian; and has (ligmatized 
the German princefs with the opprobrious title . 
of CQifcubine of Gallienus ** 

HI. We. have already traced the emigration of inroads of 
the Goths from Scandinavia, or at leaft from ^«g«>*« • 
Pruflia, to the mouth of the Boryfthenes, and 
have followed their victorious arms from the Bo- 
iyfthenes . to' the Danube. Under the reigns of 
Valerian /and Gallienus, the frontier of the Jaft 
m^itioned river was perpetually infqfted by the 
inroads of Germans and Sarmatians; but it was 
defended by the Romans with more than ufual 
iirmnels and fuccefs. The provinces that were 
the feat of war , recrikited the armies of Rome 
with an inexhauftible fupply of hardy foldiers; 
and more jthan one of thefe Illyrian peafants at* 
tainedvihe flation, and difplayed the abilities » of 
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a general. Though flying parties of the barba- 
rians, who inceflantly hovered on the banks of 
the Danube , penetrated fometimes to the confines 
of Italy and Macedonia ; their progrefs was coni- 
monly checked, or their return intercepted, by 
the Ibperial lieutenants '^. But the great dream 
of the Gothic hoftilities was diverted into a very 
different channel. The Goths , in their new fet- 
tlement of the Ukraine, foon became roafters of. 
the northern coaft of the Euxine : to the fouth of 
that inland fea , were fituated the foft and vftalthy 
provinces of Afia Minor, which poffcffed all that 
could attract, and nothing that could refill;, a 
barbarian conqueror. 

The banks of the Boryfthencs are only fixty 
miles diftant from the -narrow entrance *' of the 
peninfula of Grim Tartary , known to the'ancients 
under the name of Cherfonefus Taurica ". Oa 
that inhofpitable shore , Euripides , crtibellishing 
with exquifite art the tales of antiquity « has 
placed the fcene of one of his mofl affecting tra^ 
gedies *'. The bloody facrifices of Diana, the 
arrival of Oreftes and Pylades , and the triumph 
of virtue and religion over.favage fiercenefs, fcrvc 
to reprefent an hiftorical tr^ith, that the Tauri, 
the original inhabitants of the peninfula, were, 
in fome degree, reclaimed from their brutal man* 
ners, by a gradual intercourfe with the Grecian 
colonies , which fettled along the maritime cpaft. 
The little kingdom of Bofphorus, whofe capital 
was fituated on the Straits, through, which the 
^aeotis communicates itfelf to the Euxine, was 
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compofed of degenerate Greeks, and half-civil- chap. 
ized barbarian?. It fubfifted, as an independent *• 
ftati^ , from the time of the Peloponnefian war*', 
was at laft fwallowed up by the ambition of Mi- 
thridatesr ** , and , with the reft of his dominions, 
funk under the weight of the Roman arms, t'rom 
the reign of Auguftus "", the kings of Bofphorus 
were ^ the humble , 'but not ufelefs , allies of the 
empire. By prefents, by arms, and by a slight 
fortification drawn acro(s the Ifthmus, they ef- 
fectually guarded againft the roving plunderers^ ' 
ofSarmatia, the accefs of a country , which, from 
its peculiar fituation and convenient harbours, 
,commanded the Euxine fea and Afia Minor **'. 
As long as the fceptre was poffcffed by a lineal 
fucceffion of kings , they acquitted themfelves of 
their important charge with vigilance and fuccefs,' 
Domeftic factions, and the fears, or private in- 
tereft, oP obfcure ufurpers, who ieized on the 
vacant throne, admitted the Goths into the heart 
of Bofphorus.' With the acquifition of a fuper- 
fluous wafte of fertile foil, the conquerors ob- 
tained the command of a naval force, fufficient 
to tranfport their armies to the coaft of Afia '"*. 
The ships ufed in the navigation of the Euxine 
were of a very Angular conftruction. They were vai force, 
slight flat-bottomed barks framed of tiniber only,^ 
without the leaft mixture of iron , and occafion^ 
ally covered with a shelving roof, on the appear^ 
ance of a tempeft '*'. In thefe floating houfes, 
the Goths carclefsly trufted themfelves to the 
mercy of an unknown fea, under the conduct of 
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*V^' failors preflcd into the fervicc, and whofe skill 
and fidelity were equally fufpicious./ But the 
hopes of plunder had banished every idea of daa-r ' 
ger, and a natural fearleflnefs of tcnsper fupplied 
in their minds the more rational confidence, 
which is the juft refult of knowledge and cxperi* 
* cnce. Warriors of fuch a daring fpirit muft have 

often murmured againft the ^cowardice of their - 
guides, who required the ftrongeft affurances of 
a fettled calm before they would venture to em- 
. bark; and would fcarcely ever be tempted to lofe 
fight of the land. Such , at leaft , is the practice , 
of the modern Turks '**; and they are probably 
not inferior; in the art of navigation , to the an- % 
cient inhabitants of Bofphorus. 
Firftnavar The fleet of the Goths, leaving the coaft of 
of the" ^'^ Circaflia on the left hand, firft appeared before 
Goths. Pityus "' , the utmoft limits' of the Roman pro- 
vinces; a city provided with a convenient jport 
and fortified with a ftrong wall. Here they met 
with • a refiftance more obftinatc than they had 
reafon to expect from the feeble garrifoh of a 
diftant fortrefs. They were repulfed; and. their 
difappointment feemed to. diminish the terror of^ 
the Gothic name. As long as Succeffianus, an 
officer of fuperior rank, and merit , defended that 
frontier, all their efforts were ineffectual; but as 
foon as he was removed by Valerian to a more 
honourable but lefs important flation , they rc- 
fumed the attack of Pityus; and, by the deftruc- 
tion of that city, obliterated the memory of their 
forrijier difgrace '**. 
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• Circling round the eaftera extremity of the 
Euxine fea , the navigation from Pitjnjs to Trebi- 
zondris about three hundred itailes **'. ThCcourfi 



CHAP. 
X. 

T^e Goths 
befiegeand 

of the Goths carried them in fight of the country take Tre- 
of Colchis, fo famous by the cxpcditibn of the *^"**"^' 
Argonauts ; and they even attenjpted , though 
without fuccefs, to pillage a rich temple at the 
mouth of the river Phafis. Trebizond, celebrated 
in the retreat of ttie ten thoufand as an ancient 
colony of Greeks '** , i^^rived its Wealth and 
fplendour from the ' mnmficencc of the emperor 
Hadrian, who had tdnftruCted' an artificial port .. ' .^^ 
on • a coaft left ' deRitute by nature! of fecure ' 
9 harbours "'. The city was large andpopulous; 
a -double 'enclofure* of walls feemed to ^efy the 
fury' of the Goths^, and tHe ufual gafrifon had 
been' ftrcngthened Ijy a reinforcement of tfe'ri. thou- 
fand men. But theteVrfe not aiiy 'advantages ca- 
pable of fupplying the abfence ^ of difcipline and 
vigilance. The numerous gstrrifon of Trebizond, . 
diffolved in riot and luxury, difdained ^to guard 
thfeir impregnable fortifications. The* Goths foon 
difcovered the fupihe negligence of the befieged, 
erected a lofty pile of fafcinps, afcended the walls 
in the filence of the night, and entered the de- 
fencelefs city, fword in hand. A general maf- 
facre of the people' enfued, wliilft^the affrighted ^ 
foldiers efcaped through the bppofite gatqs of the 
town. The moft holy temples, and the moft . ' 
fplendid edifices , were involved in a common de- 
ftruction. The booty that fell into the hands of 
the Goths was immcnfe : the wealth of the adja*- 
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cent gounttics iiad been depofited io Trebiatond* 
as in a fecure place 6f refuge. The number of 
captives was incredible, as the victorious barba* 
rians ranged without oppofition through the ex- 
tenfive province of Pontus "!. The rich fpoils 
of Trebizond filled a great fleet of ships that had 
been found in the port. The robuft youth "of the 
fea-coaft were chained to the oar; and the Goths, 
fatisfied with the fuccefs of their firft naval expe- 
dition , returned in tripmph to their r\ew efta- 
Jblishments in the kingdom of Bofphorus '". 

The fecond expedition of the Goths was un* 
dertaken with greater powers of men ajod ships; 
but tbey.fteered a different coiirfe, and, difdain- 
ing the exhaufted provinces of Poptua, ibllowed 
th6 weftern coafl of the Euxine , paffed before the 
wide mouths of the Bpry(lhenes, the Niefler, and 
the Danube, and increafing. their fleet by the cap- 
ture of a gr€;at number of fishing barks, they ap- 
proached the narrow Qutlqt through which, the 
Ei^xine fea pours its wafers into the Mediterra- 
nean, and divides the CQnt;i.rients of Europe and 
Afia. The garrifon of Chalccdon was encamped 
near the temple of Jupiter Urius , . on a promon^ 
tory that comipanded the entrance of the Strait.; 
and fo inconfiderable were the dreaded invafions 
of the barbarians, that this body of troops fur- 
paffed in number the Gothic army. But it was 
in numbers alone that they furpaffed it. They 
deferted with precipitation their advantageous poft , 
and abandoned the town of Chalcedon , mod 
plentifully ftored with arms and money, to the 
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•difcretion of the conquerors. Whilft they hefi- CHAf; ^ 
tated whether they should prefer the fea or lapd, 
Europe or Afia, for the fceoe of their hoftilities , 
a perfidious fugitive pointed Out Nicomedia, once 
the capital of .the kings of Bithynia, as a rich 
and -eafy conqueft. He guided the march , which 
was only fixty miles from the camp of Chalce- 
don "* , directed the refiftlefs attack , and partook 
of the booty ; for the Goths had. learned fufficicnt 
policy to reward the traitor, whom they detefted* 
Nice, Frufa, Apxmaea, Cius, cities that had 
fometimes rivalled ^ or imitated , the fplendour of 
' Nicomedia , were involved in th^ fanre calamity ^ 
which, in a few weeks , raged without controul 
through . the whole province of Bithynia. Three 
h\indred years of peace , enjoJ^ed by the foft in- 
habitants of Afia , had abolished the exercite of 
arms, and removed the aporehenfion ot danger*. 
The ancient walls were fufiered to moulder away% 
and all the revenue of the moft opulent cities was 
referyed for the conftriiction of baths , temples , 
and theatres '". 

When the city of Cyzicus withftood the ut- Retreat of 
moft effort of Mithridates *, it was diftinguished 
by wife laws , a' naval power of two hundred gat 
lies, and three arfenals; of arms, of military en- 
gines, and of corn "*. It was ftill the feat of 
wealth and luxury; but of its ancient flrength, 
nothing remained except the fituation , in a little 
iftlaad of.the Propontis, connected with the con- 
ticient of Ada only^by two bridges. From the 
reccAt fack of, Prufa » the Goths advanced within 
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CHAP, eighteen iniles "'.of rhe city^ which they had de-* 
^ voted to deftruction ; but the ruin of Cyzicus was 
I delayed by a fortunate accident. The feafon was 

' rainy, and- the lake Apolloniates,* the rcfcrvoir of 

all the fprings of Mount Olympus, rofe ^to an un- 
commbn height. The little river of Rhyndacus, 
which iflTues from the lake, fwelled into a broad' 
and rapid dream, and flopped the progrefs of the 
Goths. Their retreat to the maritime city of 
Heraclea , where the fleet bad probably been fta- 
tioned , Was attended by af long train of w-aggons,* 
laden with the fpoils of Bithynia, and was markecP 
by the flames of Nice and Nicomedia, which they 
wantonly burnt '^^. Some obfcure hints are men-' 
tioned of a doubtful combat that fecAt-ed their 
retreat *'^. But even a cornplete* victory would 
have been of little nioment, as the approach of 
the autumnal equinox fumitioned them to haflen^ 
their return. To navigate the Euxine before the 
rooritli of May, or after that of September, is 
efteemed by the modern Turks ^he moft iinquef*' 
tionable inftance of rashnefs and folly "*. 
™Ix"i!*^ When' we are informed that the third fleet, 
dition of equipped by the Goths in the ports of Bofphorus, 
Ike Goths, cbtifift'ed of live hundr^'faU of ships **" , Our ready 
imagination inftantly computes and miiltiplies the 
formidable armament ; but-, as We' are afliired by 
the judicious Strabo "*, that .the piratic^ veffels* 
ufed by the barbarians of Pontus and the Leflcr 
Scyihia', were not capable. of containing' tnWeijtban'. 
twenty- five or thirty men , We may fafely affirnn ,- 
that fifteen (houfand - w^rridrs , at die mdlv 
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tmbarked in this great expedition* Impatient of cfitAP.. 
the limits of the Euxine, they fleered their deftructive ^* 
courfe from the (Cimmerian to the Thracian Bot 
phorus. When they had almofl gained the middle 
of the Straits, they were fuddcnly, driven back to 
the entrance of them; till a favourable wind theypafe^ 
fpringing up the next day , carried them in- a few **** ^"*'- 
hours into the placid fea, or rather lake of the theHeUe- 
Propontis. Their landing on the little islapd of fi?ont. 
Cyzicus , was attended with the ruin of that ancient 
and noble city. From thence iffuing again through 
the narrow paffage of the Hellefpont, they purfued / 

their winding navigation amidft the numerous 
islands fcattered over the Archipelago , or the 
^gean Sea. The affiftance of captives and deferters 
muft have been very neceffary to pilot their veffels^ 
and to direct their various incurfions , as well on 
the coaft of Greece as on that of Afia. At length 
the Gothic fleet anchored in the port of Piraeus, 
five miles diftant from Athens "* , which had 
attempted to make fome preparations for a vigorous 
defence. Cleodamus, one of the engineers employed 
by the emperor's orders to fortify the maritime 
cities againft the Goths , had already begun to 
repair the ancient ;walls fallen to decay fince the 
time of Sylla. The efforts of his skill were inef- 
fectual , and the barbarians became maflers of the 
native feat of the mufes and the arts. But while 
tlie conquerors abandoned thcmfelves to the licenfe 
of plunder and intemperance , their fleet , that lay 
Svith a slender guard in the harbour of Piraeus, 
was unexpectedly attacked by the brave Dexip^ 
Vol. I. . Z 
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CHAP, pus, %vho, fiyiog with the engineer Cleodamus 

^' from the fack of Athens , collected a hafty band 

of volunteers ) pealants as well as foldiers,, and in 

tome meafure avenged the calamities of his coun- 

ravage , But this exploit, whatever luftre it might shed 
wTthVeat- ^^ ^^^ declining age of Athens, ferved rather to 
en Italy, irritate than to fubdue the undaunted fpirit of 
the northern invaders. A general conflagration 
blazed out at the fame time in every diftrict of 
Greece. Thebes and Argos, Corinth and Sparta^ 
^ which had formerly waged fuch memorable wars 

againft each other, were now unable to bring an 
army into the field , or even to defend their ruin- 
ed fortifications. The rage .of war , both by land 
and by fea , fpread from the eaftern point of Sunium 
to the weftern coaft of Epirus. The Goths had 
already advanced within fight of Italy , when the 
approach of fuch imminent danger awakened th« 
indolent Gallienus from his dream of pleafure. 
The emperor appeared in ,arms; and his prefencc 
feems to have checked the ardour, and to have 
Their di- divided the ftrength, of the enemy. Naulobatus, 
Tifionsand ^ ^^j^i^f ^^f ^he fieruli , accepted an honourable 
capitulation , entered with a large body of his 
countrymen into the fervicc of Rome, and was 
invefted with the ornaments of the confular dignity, 
which had never before been profaned by the hands 
of a barbarian "*, Great numbers of the Goths , 
difguiled with the perils and hardships of a tedious 
voyage , broke into Msefia , with a defign of 
forcing their way over the Danube to their fct- 
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tlcmenCs itt the l/kraJoe. The wild attenipt would c & A F. 
have prdved inevitable deftruction , if the difcord ^ 
^i the Roman gerlei'als had riot opened to the bar- 
barians the means of arj efcape "*. The fmall 
remainder of this deRroyihg hoft returned on board 
their veffels ; and meafuring back their way through 
the Hellefpont and the Bofphorus , ravaged in theif- 
J^affage the shores of Troy, whofe fam6, irtimor- 
talized by Homer, will probably furvive the mei 
mory of the Gothic conquefts. As foon as they 
found themfelves in fafety within the bafon of the 
Euxine, they landed at Anchialus in Thrace, neat 
the foot of Mount Hasmus; and, after ^11 thdt 
toils, indulged themfelves in the ufe of thofe 
plcafant and falutary hot baths. What remained 
bf the voyage was a short and eafy navigation "*. 
Such was the various fate of this third and greateft 
of their naval enterprifes. It may fecm difficult 
to conceive , ho^v the original body of fifteen 
thoufand warriors could fuftain the loffes and di- 
Vifions of fo bold an adventure. But as their 
numbers were gradually \vafted by the fword, by 
Shipwrecks, and by theinfluence of a warm cli- 
mate, they were perpetually renewed by troops of 
banditti and deferters, who flocked to the fland- 
ai-d of plunder, and by a crowd of fugitive slaves, 
often of German or Sarmatian extraction , who 
eagerly feized the glorious Opportunity of frea* 
dom and revenge. In thefe expeditions , the Go- 
thic nation claimed a fuperior ^hare of honour 
and danger; but the tribes that fought under the 
Gothic bansiers, are fonietimcs diftinguish^d anrf 
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CHAP. Ibmetlmes confounded in the imperfect hidories 
^' of that age; and as the barbariaa fleets fcenied 
to iflue from . the mouth of the Tanais , the vague 
but familiar appellation of Scythians \ras fre* 
quently beftowed on the mixt multitude ''^ 
Ruin of In the general calamities of mankind, the death 
the temple <)f an individual , however exalted , the nain of an 
fus/ *' edifice, however famous, are paffcd over with 
carelefs inattention. Yet we cannot forget that 
the temple of Diana at Ephefus, after having 
rifen . with increafing fplendour from feven re- 
peated misfortupes '** , was finally burnt by the 
Goths in their third naval invafion. The arts of 
Greece, and the wealth of Afia, had confpired to 
erect that facred and magnificent ftructure. It 
Vras fupported by an hundred and twenty- feven 
marble columns of the Ionic order. They were 
the gifts of devout monarchs , and each was fixty 
feet high. The altar was adorned with the mat 
terly fculpturcs of Praxiteles, who had, perhaps, 
felccted from the favourite legends of the place 
the birth of the divine children of Latona, the 
concealment of Apollo after the slaughter of the 
Cyclops, and the clemency of Bacchus to the 
vanquisihed Amazons "\ Yet the length of the 
temple of Ephefus was only four hundred and 
twenty -five feet,* about two -thirds of the meafure 
of the church of St. Peter's at Rome ''*. In the 
Other dimenfions, it was ftill more inferior to 
that fublime production of modern architecture. 
• The fpreading arms of a Chriflian crofs require a. 
much greater breadth than the oblong temples 
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6f the Pagans^ aind the bordefl: artifts of ^nti- c;hap. 
quity would have been ftartlcd at the propofal of ^' 
raifing in the air a dome of the fize and propor- 
tions of the pantheon. The temple of Diana was, 
however, admired' i^s one of the wonders of the 
world. Succeffive empires , the Perfian , the Ma- 
cedonian, and the Roman*, had revered its faiictity, 
and enriched its fplendour '". But the rude favages 
of the Baltic Were deftltute of a tafte for the elegant 
arts , and Ihey defpifed the ideal terrors of a foreign 
iru|)eMKtron '". \ 

• Anothfei'titcunoftancc is related of thefe invafions, conduct of 
which mtght deferve our notice , were it not juftly ***\^enV 
to be fufpccted as the fancifur conceit of a recent 
fophift. XXT'^'aVe'tofd, that iti . the Tack of Ath^n^ 
the Goth^badP cifllectedairtfiie^Hbraties, and weffe 
on the-poitit of^ffclting fire tb this funeral pile of 
Grecian teaming, had not oAe ''6f their chiefs, of ^ 
more rcfthed policy than his brethren, diffuaded 
thbm from the defigh ; by the profound bbfervatiofi,* 
that as •lottg'as.'the'Gredcs wfer^ addicted to th^ 
ftudy of books,' they would never apply themfelves 
to the exercifeof arrtis *'*. Thelagacious counfeflof 
{ should the truth of the fact be adnritted ) reafdned' 
like an igtioratrt barbarian. In' the moft polite ^nd 
powerful tiatloris,' genius of cVcry kind has difplayecf 
itfclfaboiJt t'he^fahiepferiod- -an^* the age of fcience 
has generally been the age cff itiilitafy virtue aild 
fiiccels. ' '" • '-.':.' 1 ^ 

IV. The new fovereigns of Picrfia% Attax'^hxcY conqueft 
atid' his ' fon Sapor, had triutnjbheH ( as we ^hav'e ^,aj!^J"the 
aiiready fecn) over' the houfe dP -Arfaces; Of nhu" PetCaw. 
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CHAP, many princes. of tbtt ancient race, ChojOcots^ ^^^JS 

^* pf Armenia, had alone preferycci bot^ his life 

sipd bis indepppdepce.' J^e defetvicd himXclf by the 

natural ftrength of bis country;, by thQ>perpetual 

j-efort of fugitives and nmlecontw^s ; by thealliaoce 

pf the Romans, a^id,. -aboyp all , jjy his oyr^' couf ag^^ 

Invincible in arms, during a thjrty years war, he^ 

was at length a(fa0mated by the eipiflaries of Sapoc 

king of Perfia. The patriotic fatraps. pf Axmenia » 

yrbo afferted the freedom and dignity of f he crown,t 

implored the protection of Rome in favour oi 

Tiridates the lawful heir. But the fon:o£ Chofroes 

yv-as an infant,' the allies were at a diftance, and 

the Perfian monarc|i advanced towards the frontier 

at the head o£ ap iijr^fiftible forcei.. Ypung Tiridates,* 

the. future hope ofihifi;Cpuntry ,fwas faved hy tbe^ 

fidelity of a fervapt, ^nd ArmeniajCpntiniied abovc> 

twenty^feven years. a reluctant province pf thc^ 

% great monarrhy of Perfia ''*. Elated; wirfi this 

eafy conqueft, and prefumiiig on the diftreffes or 

th^ degeneracy , of th?^ Romans, ^^appr. obliged the 

ftrong garrifops of Carrha^ and Niftbi^ to £i|n:eader, 

and fpread devaftation and' terror ori: either fide 

pf the Euphrates; „ . ,i ^ • s .. ^ • 

VaierJan ► ^he lofs of an important fromicx;, . the ruin of. 

inarches ^ faithful and naturaJ.aHy, and. the rapid fucce(sj 

Eaft. of Sapors arahitioif,,j,affcctpd Rome, ^ith a defip; 

iiei:|fe pf the infukaswpU as of ;tlj^d;|ngf^r.. Valeriani 

flattered himfelf, that the vigilance of his lieutenants* 

' ^ - V'Puld fufficiently provide for the fpf^fy^f the Rhine 

' " jgid of the Danu)^e ; but he refolved, notwithftandiog 

, hi;i/idy4ncpd Age , fo iP^rch irvpcffpn tp the dcfeiM?e 
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of the Euphrates. During his progr^fs through Afia oh a p. 
Minor/ the naval cntcrprifes 6f the Goths were ^' 
fufpended/ and the afflicted province enjoyed a • 
tranfient and fallacious calm. He pafled the Euphrates, 
encountered the Perfian monarch near the walls of 
Edeffa, was vanquished and taken prifoner by 
Sapor. The particulars of this great event are darkly" isdcfeat- 
and imperfectly rtprefentied ; yet, by the glimmering t^kcn pru 
light which is afforded us, we maydifcover a long' foner by 
feries of imprudence , of error, and of dcfcrved ofpepfi*"^ 
misfortunes on the fide of the Roman emperor. He a. d. i6o. 
rcpofed an implicit confidence in Macrianus, his 
Praetorian praefect *". That worthlefs miniftcr 
rendered his mafter formidable only to the oppreffed 
fubjects , and contemptible to the enemies of 
Rome "*. By his weak or wicked counfels, the 
Imperial ariny was betrayed into a fituation , 
where valour and* military skill were equally 
unavailing'". The vigorous attempt of the Romans 
to cut their way through the Perfian hoft was 
I'epulfed with great slaughter "'; and ^apor, who 
encompafled the camp with fnpcrior numbers, 
patiently waited rill the increafing rage of famine 
and peftilcnce had cnfur^d his victory. The 
licentioufs murrburs of th6 legions foon accufed 
Valerian as the caufe of theij: calamities ; their 
feditious clamours demanded an inftant capitulation. 
An immenfe fum of gold was offered to purchafe the 
pernfiffion of a difgraccful retreat. But the Perfian , 
Confcious of his fuperiority, r^fufed the money with 
difdain ; arid detaining the deputies , advanced in 
order of battle to the foot of 'the Roman rampaM, 
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Sapor 
overrnns 
Syria, Ci- 
licia, and 
Cappadoo 
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and mfifled on a perfonal conference with the. 
emperor. Valerian, was reduced to the neceflity of 
intruding his life and dignity to the faith of an 
enemy. The interview ended as it was natural to 
expect. The emperor was made a prifoner , and 
his aftonished troops laid /lown their arms ''*. In 
fuch a moment of triumph , the pride and policy 
of Sapor promipted him to fill the vacant throne 
with a fucceflbr entirely dependent on his pleafure. 
Cyriades, an obfcure fugitive of Antioch, flained 
with every vice , was chofen to dishonour the 
Roman purple ; and the will of the Ferfian victor 
couid not fail of being ratified by the acciamations, 
however reluctant, of the captive army **'. 

The imperial slave was eager to fecure the favoar 
of his mafter , by an act of treafon to. his native 
country. He conducted Sapor over the ^uphrates^ 
and by the way of Chalcis to the metropolis of 
the Eaft. So rapid were the motions of the Perfian 
cay^lty , that, if. we may credit a very judicious 
biftorian '*' , the city of Antioch was furprifed 
when the idle multitude was fdtidly gazing on the 
amufement^i of the theatre. The fplendid- buildings 
of Antioch , private as well as public, were either 
pillaged or deflroyed ; and the numefpus inhabitants 
were put to the Word, or led away into captivity '**. 
The ti^e of devaftation was ftoppedfor a moment 
by the refolution of the high priefl of Rmefa. Arrayed 
in his facerdotal robes , he appeared at the head of 
a great body of fanatic peafants , armed only with 
slings , and defended his god and his property from 
the facrile;g;ious hands of the followers of Zproa- 
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^^e^'*^ But the ruin of Tarfus, and of niany othei^ chap* 
cities, furnishes a melancholy proof. vha.t, Except 
in this Angular inftance , theconqueft of Syria and 
Ciiicia fcarccly interrupted the progrefs of the 
Pcrfian a^n^s. The advantages of the narrow paffes 
q{ mount Taurus werd abandoned , in which an 
invader^, whofe principal force confifted in his^ • 
cavalry , would haye bcftn engaged in a vgryr 
unequal combat : and ^ Sapor ^ was permitted tOt 
form the fiege of Caefarea, the c«ipital of Csippadociar;; 
a city, though of the fecond rank, which was fuppofed 
to contain four hundred thouland inh^bitaats>*. 
Demofthenes commanded in, the place^*^;. not To 
ipttuch by the commiffion of the emperor, as in the 
voluntary defence of his country. For a long time, 
he deferred its fate } and , when at- laft Ca^farea, 
was betrayed by the perfidy of a phyfician-, he 
cut his way through the Perfiai^s , , who had bden. 
ordered to exert their utmofl: diligence t;o take him^ 
alive. This heroic chief efcaped the po\^er of a, 
foe , who might either have, honoured or punished^ 
his obftinate valour; but many thoufands of his 
fellow-citizens were involved jin a general maflacre, 

^and Sapor is accufed of trea;tiiig his prifoners with 
wanton and unrelenting cruelty ***. JVIueh should: 
undoubtedly be allowed for national animofity, 
much for humbled pride aod impotent revenge; 
yet, upon the- whole, it is certain^ that; the fame 
prince, who, in Armenia, had difplayed the mHd^ 

> afpect of a legislator , shewed himfeli to the vR^omains^ 
Vinder the ftern features of a conqueror, Hfsdefpaiiled^ 
of making any pernaanei^t; tAa|]|lisluiai^ot ' in, thci 
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ciiAP.'^ Empire, and fought only to leave behind him a 
^•' wafted dcfert , whilft he tranrported into Perfia the 
ppople and the treafures of the provinces '**» 
Boidncfs " At thetime when the Eaft trembled at the name 
*f od*"*^* of Sapor , he received a prefent not unworthy of 
thus a- the great^ft kings ; a long train of camels laden' 
gainft sa. . y^riih the moft rare and valuable merchandifes. The 
^^^' tick ' offering was ^ctompanied with an- epiftle , 

^fpectful but not fcrvile ,• from Odenathus , one of 
tire nobleft and moft opulent fenators of Palmyra. 
5*, Who is this Odenathus (fatdthe haughty victof, 
,V -and he oommahded that the prefents should be 
,7^*caft'into' the.Euphriitcs'), that he thus infolently 
/j prefumes to write' to life lord? If he entertain^ 
,^ a hope- 6i mitigatiiig his punishment , let him 
/,^fall pVoftrat'e before the foot of our throne with 
,^ his hands bourfd behind his back. Should he* 
j\ hefitat^ ; fwift dcftruction shall be poured on 
jV'his hiad' , on his -wKble race , and on his 
,? country '*'." The defperate extremity to which 
ttic Patmyrenian was rtduced, called into action 
all the latent powers of his foiil. He met Sapor ; 
but he* met him in arms. Infufing his own fpirit 
mto a little army collected from the villages of 
Syria ' "*' , and the tents of the defcrt ■ ** , he 
hovered round the Perfian hoft , haraffed their 
retreat , carried off part of the treafure , and , what 
was dearer than any treafure , feveral of theJ 
worfien of the Great Ring; who was' at laft 
6bliged to repafs the Euphrates with fome marks 
df hiift:^ and confufibn '*'. By this exploit, Odenathus 
l^ticl the foundations of his future fame and fortunes. 
\ 
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The majefty of Rome, oppreffed by a Pcrfian, cHik^? 
•was protected by a Syjcian or Arab of Palmyra, / ^* > 
The voice of hiftory , yrhich is often little more Treatment 
than.tbe organ of hatred or flattery, reproaches Sappr ^^ ^»J*"-[ 
tvich a.proud abufe of the rights of conqueft. We are **' %.;.»>! 
tol4 that Valerian , in chains , but invefted with 
the Ipnperial purple ^ was expofed to the multitude , 
a. conftant fpectade of fallen greatnefs ; and that 
whenever thePerfian monarch mounted on Iforfeback, 
lie placed his foot on the neck of a Romaa emperor^ 
NoitwitJhftandiiig^^U the r^monftranees of his :al« 
lies^ who repeatedly advifed him to remember the 
viciflitude of fortujie, to driiad the returning^ power 
€^ Rome, and to make his illuftrious captive. thei 
. f^lc^ge of peace , i^ot the iobject of infult , Sapor flill 
femained inflexible* When Valerian funk under the 
weight of shame and grief, his* skin , fluffed with 
firaw , and formed into the Ukenefs of a human 
figure , was prefecved for ages in the mod celebrated 
temple of Perfia ; a more real mohutoent-of trimnph^ 
th?^n the fancied trophies of btafs and marble rox3ftea 
Erected by Roman vaniity: "\ The tale is mioral anJ 
paithetic , but the tf uth of j(! may very fairly bci 
c^lkd.in queftioii. The letters ' fliU extant from 
the pridiQes of the; Eafl; to Sapor ^ are manifefV 
fprgeriesr ^'' ; nor is it natural to fuppbfe that 9 
j.eaJous • monarch should ^ . evicn in the perfori of » 
rival, thus publiciy degrade the majefty of kings; 
"^haccver treatment the unfortunate Valerian might? 
experiencejn PerOa', it is at leaft certain, that the 
only emperor of Rom^e who had ever fallen- into the 
ljftndi& of the enemy ^iw^ished aWay his life ixi 
hopclcfs captivity. 
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q«A;iP. , The emperor Gallienus, who had long fupportedt 
Character ^^^^ impatience the cenforial*feverity of his father 
undadmi* and colleague^^ received the intelligence of his 
ofGail*'" inisforfeunes with fecret pleafure and avowed indif- 
licnusj fercncc* „ I knew that my father was a mortal, *^ 
faid he^ „ and fince he has acted as Becomes jf 
y, brave man , I am fatisfied. " Whllft Rome 
kmented the fate of her fovereign, the favage^ 
coldnefs of his fon was extolled by the Tervile 
courtiers ,' as the perfect firmnefs of a hero artel 
a floic '**. It is difficult to pakt the %ht, the 
various, thcinconftant dif^facter of Gallienus ,- 
which he difplayed without conftraint , as foon as' 
he became fole poffcffor of thfe ejmpire.r Inevery^ 
art. that he. attempted , his lively genius (?nubk<t 
him to fucceed; and as his' genius was <leftitut^ of 
judgment, he attempted every art, except .tltti 
important ones of war and government. He was 
A itaafter of federal cufiqu^* b?it' ufelcfs fcienc^s , a 
readyiora tor , and elegaii t poet ' " , a skilful giirdcner, 
an exGelient cook , and a moft contemptible prince. 
When the great emcrgcncierof the ftate required 
his prefence. and attehtiort,*hte Was engaged inv 
converfation with the philofophcr Plotinus ***,' 
walling ihis time in trifling or Ikentious pfeafures, 
preparing his Initiation to the Grecian my fterics^ 
crfoHclting a place in- the Areopagus of Athens,' 
His ptx>fofe magnificence infulted the general poverty; 
the folemn ridicule of his triumphs impreffed a dcdpei* 
fenCe of the public difgrace '^-- The repeated 
intelligence of in vafioftS , defeats', arid rebdtions, 
he received ^mh a carele(s (mile ; and finglirtg cAit, 
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vrith affected contempt, fome particular production 
of the loft province, he carekfsly asked , whether 
Rome muft be ruined , unlefs it was fupplied with 
linen from Egypt, and Arras cloth from Gaul? 
There were, however, a few short moments in 
' the life of Gallienur, when , exafperated by forae 
recent injury , he fuddenly appeared the intrepid 
foldier, and the cruel tyrant; till fatiated with 
blood , or fatigued by refiftance , he infenfibly 
funk into the natural mildnefs and indolence ol 
his character *'*. 

At a time when the reins of government were 
held with fo loofc a hand , it is not forprifing , 
that a crowd of ufurpers sliould ftart up in every 
J>rovince of the empire againft thefon of Valerian. 
It was probably fome ingenious fancy , of comparing 
the thirty tyrants of Rome with tlic thirty tyrants 
of Athens, that induced the.writers of the Auguftan 
hiftory to felect that celebrated number , which^has 
been gradually received into a popular appellation '-\ 
But in every Hght the parallel is idle and defective. 
/ What refemblance can we difcover between a 
council of thirty perfons , the united oppreffors of 
a finglc city , and an uncertain lift-of independent 
rivals , who rofe and fell in irregular fucceffion 
through the extent of a vaft empire ? Nor c&o the 
number of thirty be completed , unlefs we include, 
in the account the women and children who were 
honoured with the Imperial title. The reign of 
Gallienus , diftracted as it was , produced only 
nineteen pretenders^ to the throne ; Cyriades , 
Macrianus^ 3alifta, Odenathus, and ^enobia in 
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• HAP- the caft; in Gaul , and the wcftcrn provinces/ 
^' FoAhumus, LoUianus, VicU)rjnus and his mother 
Victoria , Marios , arid Tetricus. In Ulyricum and 
the confines of the Danube, Ingenuus, Regillianus, 
and Aureolus ; ' in Pontus ''* , Saturninus; in 
Ilauria, Trebellianus ; Pifo in Theffaly; Valens 
jn Achaia ; £milianus. in Egypt ; and Gelfus in 
Africa. To illuftrate the obfcure monuments of 
the life and death of each individual, ^vould prove 
1^ laborious task , alike barren of inftruction and 
of amufement. We may content ourfelves with 
^ invefligating fome general characters , that moft 

flrongly mark the condition of the times, and the 
manners of the men, their pretentions, their motives, 
their fate , and the deftructive confequences of their 
^ ufurpation '^\ 

Character jj- jg fufficiently known, that the odious appel- 
of the ty- lation of Tyrant was often employed by the an- 
ranu. cients to cj^prcfs the illegal feizure of fupreme 
powjer j without any reference to the abufe of it. 
Several of the pretenders, who raifed the ftand- 
ard of rebellion againft the emperor Gallienus, 
>vere shining models of virtue , and almoft all 
poflfefTed a confiderable share of vigour and abi- 
lity. Their ^^erit had recommended them to the 
favo|ir of Valerian , and gradually promoted them 
to the moft important commands of the empire. 
The generals, who affumed the title oF^Auguftus, 
•were eithw* refpected by their troops for their 
able conduct and fevere difcipline , or admired 
for valour and fuccefs in war, or beloved for 
' frankncfs and.gencrofity^ .The field of victory 
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was often the fcene of their election; . and even chap. 
the armourer Marius, the moft contemptible of ^' 
a,ll the candidates for, the purple, was diftinguish-. 
cd however by intrepid courage , matchlefs ftrength, 
and blunt honefty "*. His ipean and recent trade 
caft indeed an air pf ridicule on his elevation^ 
but his birth could not be more obfcure than was Their ©b. 
that of the greater part of his rivals, who were fcureWrtii. 
born of peafants , and inlifled in the army a;s 
private foldiers. In times of confufion , every I 
active genius 'finds the place afligned him by 
Nature: in a general ftate of war, military merit 
is the road to glory and to greatnefs. Of the 
nineteen tyrants, Tetricus only was a fenator; 
Pifo alone was a noble. The blood of Numa^ 
through twenty -eight fucceflive generations, ran 
in the veins of Calphurnius Pifo ^*\ who, by 
female alliances, claimed a right of exhibiting^ 
in his houfe, the images of Craffus and of the 
great Pompey ***. His anceftors had been repeat 
edly dignified with all the honours which the 
commonwealth could beflo^ ; and of all the ancient 
families of Rome , the Calphurnian alone had 
furvived the tyranny of the C^efars. The perfonal 
qualities of Pifo added new luftre to his race. The 
ufurper Valens , by whofe order he was killed, 
confcffed, with deep remorfe, that even an enemy 
, ought to have refpected the fanctity of Pifo; and 
although he died in arms againft Gallienus, the 
Xenate, with the emperor*s generous permiffion, 
decreed the triumphal ornaments to the memory 
of fo virtuous a rebel *'\ 
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CHAP, The lieutenants of Valerian were grateful to 
The^aufes ^^^ father, whom they efteemed. They difdained 
of their to ferve the luxurious indolence of his unworthy 
itbemorf. Jqjj^ rphc throne of the Roman world, was unfup* 
ported by any principle of loyalty; and treafon, 
againft fuch a prince , might eafily be confidered 
as patriotifm to the ftate. Yet if we examine with 
candour the conduct of thefc ufurpers , it will 
appear, that they were much oftener driven into 
rebellion by their fears , than urged to it by their 
ambition. They dreaded the cruel fufpicions of 
Gallienus; they equally dreacjed the capricious 
violence of their troops. If the dangerous favour 
cf the army had imprudently declared them de- 
ferving of the purple , they were marked for furc 
deftruction ; and even prudence would counfel 
them , to fecure a short enjoyment of empire , and 
lather to try the fortune of war , than to expect 
the hand of an executioner. When the clamour 
of the foldiers inverted the reluctant victims with 
the enfigns of fovereign authority, they fometimes 
mourned in fecret their approaching fate. " You 
have loft," faid Saturninus, on the dbiy of his 
elevation, "you have loft a ufeful commander, and 
55 you have made a very wretched emperor '**. " 
Their vio. The apprchenfions of Saturninus were juflified 
lentdtaths. ^^^ ^j^^ repeated experience of revolutions. Of the 
nineteen tyrants who; ftarted up under the reign 
of Gallienus , there was not^cne who enjoyed a 
life of peace , or a natural death. As fdon as they 
were inverted with the bloody purple , they infpired 
their adherents with the Tame fears and ambition 

which 
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which had oCcafidncd their own revolt. Encora* CHAfr* 
paffed with domeftic confpiracy, military fedition^ '^• 
and civil war, they trembled on the edge of pre- 
cipices , in which , after a longer or shorter terni 
of anxiety, they were inevitably loft. Thefe pre- 
carious monarchs received, however, fuch honours^ 
as the flattery of their refpective arniies and pro- 
vinces could beftow ; but their claim , founded oil 
rebellion , could never obtain the fanction of la\V 
or hiftory. Italy, Rome., and the fenate, conftantly 
adhered to the caufc of Gallienus, and he alond 
was confidercd as the fovereign of the empire. 
That prince condefcended indeed to acknowledge 
the victorious arms of Odenathus, who deferved 
the honourable diftinction, by the refpectful conduct 
which he always maintained towards the fon of 
Valerian. Wirh the general applaufe of the Ro^ 
mans, and the confent of Gallienus, the fenate 
conferred the title of Auguftus on the brave 
Palmyrenian; and feemed to intruft hJm with the 
government of the Eaft, which he already pof- 
feffed, in fo independent a manner, that, like a 
privatfe fucceffion, he bequeathed it to his illuf- 
trious widow Zenobia "'. 

The rapid and perpetual tranfitidris from the Fatal con* 
cottage to the throne, and from the throne to ^«9"ert<^« 
the grave , might have amufed an indiflferent 'furpatioiJ* 
philofopher ; were it poflible for a philofopher 
to remain indiflferent amidft the generiil calamities 
of human kind. The election of thefe precarious 
emperors, their power and their death, were 
equally deftructive to their fubjects arid adherents^ 
Vol. L Az 
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CHAP. The price of their fatal elevation was inftantly 
difcharged to the troops, by an immenfe donative, 
drawn from the bowels of the exhaufted people. 
However virtuous was their character , however 
pure their intentions, they found themfelves reduced 
to the hard neceffity of fupporting their ufurpation 
by frequent acts of rapine and cruelty. When they 
fell, they involved armies and provinces in their 
fall. There is ftill extant a moft favage mandate 
from Gallienus to one of his minifter$»„ after the 
fupprcflion of Ingenuus , who had affumed the 
purple in Illyricum. " It is not enough,** fays 
that foft but inhuman prince , " that you exter- 
„ minate fuch as have appeared in arms: the 
„ chance of battle might have ferved me as effec- 
„ tually. The male fex of every age muft be 
„ extirpated; provided t]iat, in the execution of 
„ the children and old men, you can contrive 
„ means to fave our reputation. Let every one 
„ die who has dropt an expreflion , who has enter- 
„ tained a thought againft me , againft me^ the 
„ fon of Valerian , the father and brother of fo 
„ many princes '**. Remember that Ingenuus was 
„ made emperor: tear, kill, hew in pieces. I 
„ write to you with my own hand, and would 
„ infpire you with my own feelings "'." Whilft 
the public forces of the ftate were diffipated in 
private quarrels , the defencelefs provinces lay 
expofed to every invader. The braveft ufurpers 
Were compelled, by the perplexity of their fituation, 
to conclude ignominious treaties with the common 
enemy, to purchafe with opprellive tributes the 
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neutrality or fervices of the barbarians ,. and to chap. 
introduce hoftile and independent nations into the ^' 
heart of the Roman monarchy ***. 

Such were the barbarians, and fuch the. tyrants, 
-who , under the reigns of Valerian and Gallienus , 
difmembered the provinces , and reduced the empire 
to the lowed pitch of difgrace and ruin , from whence 
it feemed impoflible that it should ever emerge. As f 
far as the barrennefs of materials would permit , we 
have attempted to trace , with order and perfpicuity , 
the general events , of that calamitous period. There 
ftill remain fome particular facts ; I. The diforders 
of Sicily ; II. The tumults of Alexandria ; and , 
III. The rebellion of the Ifaurians , which may ferve 
to reflect a ftrong light on the "horrid picture. 

I. Whenever nun^ierous troops of banditti , mul- Difordm 
tiplied by fuccefs and impunity , publicly defy , inftead ^^ ^'^^^^^' 
of eluding the juftice of their country , we may fafely 
infer, that the exceffive weaknefs of the government 
is felt and abufed by the loweft ranks of the commu- 
nity. The fituation of Sicily preferved it from the 
• barbarians ; nor could the difarmed province have 
fupported an ufurper. The fuiFerings of that once 
flourishing and ftill fertile island , were inflicted by 
bafer hands. A licentious crowd of slaves and peafants 
reigned for a while over the plundered country, 
and renewed the memory of the fervile wars of 
more ancient times"*. Devaftations , of which the 
husbandman was either the victim or the accomplice, 
muft have ruined the agriculture of Sicily ; and as 
the principal eftates were the property of the opulent 
fenators of Rome , who often enclofed within a farm 
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CHAP, the territory of an old republic , it is not improbable , 
^' that this private injury might affect the capital more 
deeply , than all the conquefts of the Goths or the 
. Perfians. 

Tumults IL The foundation of Alexandria was a noble 
defign , at once conceived and executed by the fon" 
of Philip. The beautiful and .regular form of that 
great city , fecond only to Rome itfelf, comprehended 
a circumference of fifteen miles '''; it was peopled by 
three hundred thoufand free inhabitants , befides at 
leaft an equal number of slaves ''\ The lucrative 
trade of Arabia and India flowed through the port 
of Alexandria to the capital and provinces of the 
empire. Idlenefs was unknown. Some were employed 
in blowing of glafs , others in weaving of linen , 
others again manufacturing the pfj^yrus. Either fex, 
and every age , was engaged in the purfuits of 
induftry , nor did even the blind or the lame want oc- 
cupations fuited to their condition *'*. But the people 
of Alexandria , a various mixture of nations , united 
the vanity and inconfkancy of the Greeks, with the 
fuperftition and obftinacy of the Egyptians. The 
moft trifling occafion, a tranfient fcarcity of flesh 
or lentils , the neglect of an accuftomed falutation ^ 
a miftake of precedency in the public baths , or even 
a religious difpute ''', were at any time fufficient to 
kindle a fedition among that vaft multitude , whofc 
refentments were furious and implacable *^*. After the 
captivity of Valerian and the infolence of his fon 
had relaxed the authority of the laws , the Alexan- 
drians abandoned themfelves to the ungoverned rage 
of their paflions , and their unhappy country was the 
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theatre of a civil war, which continued (with a few cha?. 
short and fufpicious truces) above twelve years *^*^ ^* 
All intercourfe was cut off" between the feveral 
quartiers of the afflicted city, every ftreet was polluted ' 
with blood , every building of ftrength converted 
into a citadel; nor did ]the tumults fubfide, till a 
confiderable part of Alexandria was irretrievably 
ruined. The fpacious and magnificent diftrict of 
Bruchion , with its palaces and mufaeum , the 
refidence of the kings and philofophers of Egypt, 
isdefcribed above a century afterwards, as already 
reduced to its prefent ftate of dreary folitude '^'. 

III. The obfcure rebellioo of Trebellianus , who Re%eUion 
affumcd the purple in Ifauria , a petty province of °][|^^f^^ 
Afia Minor, was attended with ftrange and me- 
morable confequenccs. The pageant of royalty 
was foon deftroyed by an officer of Gallienus; 
but his followers, defpairing of mercy, refolved 
to shake off their allegiance , not only to the 
emperor, but to the empire , and fuddenly returned 
to the favage manners , from which they had never 
perfectly been reclaimed. Their craggy rocks , a 
branch of . the wide - extended Taurus , protected 
their inacceffible Retreat. The tillage of fome fertiJc 
vallies "^ fupplied them with neceffaries , and a 
habit of rapine with the luxuries of life. In the 
heart of the Roman monarchy , the Ifaurians 
long continued a nation of wild barbarians. Suc- 
ceeding princes, unable to reduce them to obedience 
cither by arms or policy , were compelled to 
acknowledge their weaknefs , by furrounding the 
hoftile and independent fpot , with a ftrong chain 
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CHAP of fortifications *'*, which often proved infufficient 
X' to reftrain the injurfions of thefe domeftic foes. 
The Ifaurians, gradually extending their territory 
to the fea-coaft, fubdued the weftern and moun- 
tainoiis part of Cilici^, formerly the ncfl of thofe 
daring pirates, againft whom the republic had once 
been obliged to exert its utmoft force, under the 
conduct of the great Pompey "*. 
Famine Our habits of thinking fo fondly connect the 

andpefti. order of the univerfc with the fate of man, that 
this gloomy period of hiftory has been decorated 
with inundations, earthquakes, uncommon me- 
teors , preternatural darknefs , and a crowd of 
prodigies fictitious or exaggerated '*'. But a long 
and general famine was a calamity of a more ferious 
kind. It was the inevitable confequence of rapine 
and oppreffion, which extirpated the produce of 
the prefent , and the hope of future harvefts. 
Famine is almofl always followed by epidemical 
difeafes , the effect of fcanty and unwholefome 
food. Other caufes mufl however have contributed 
to the furious plague, which, from the year two 
hundred and fifty, to the year two hundred and 
fixty-five,. raged without interruption in every 
province, every city, and almoft every family, 
of the Roman empire. During fome time five 
thoufand perfons died daily in Rome; and many 
towns, that had efcaped the hands of the barba- 
rians, were entirely depopulated '". 
Diminu* We , have the knowledge of a very curious cir- 

tionofthe cumftance , of fome ufe perhaps ip the melancholy 
fptdcs. calculation of human calamities. An exact regifter 
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was kept at Alexandria , of all the citizens entitled chap. 
to receive the diftribution of corn. It was found, ^* 
that the ancient number of thofe comprifed between 
the ages, of forty and feventy^, had been equal to 
the whole fum of claimants, from fourteen to 
fourfcore years of age , who remained alive after 
the reign of Gallienus "*. Applying this authentic 
fact to the moft correct tables of mortality , it 
evidently proves , that above half the people of 
Alexan(;iria had perished; and could we venture 
to extend the analogy to the other provinces , we 
might fufpect, that war, peftilence , and famine, 
had con funded, in a few years, the moiety of 
the human fpecies "'. \ 

BND OF THE FIRST VOLUME. 
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NOTES TO THE FIRST CHAPTER. 
en K?. I. 

> JLIlON Cafflus fl. lU. p. 73<?)» with the a«notatioiit of Reymur* 
who has collected all that Roman vanity has left upon the fubject. Tht 
marble of Ancyra , on which Auguftus recorded his own exploits , afferta 
f^^t he compelled the Parthians %o reftore t^e eaflgns of CraiiTtts. 

^ Strabo (1. XVI. p. 780. ), Pliny the eld^r ' Hift. Natur, 1. yL 
ff. 32. 3S.)« and Dion Caflius (I. liii. p. 723. and 1. liv. p. 734*), have 
- left US very curious details concerninf? thefe wars. The Romans made 
IhemCelyes mafter^ of Mariab^* or Merab« a qityof Arabia.FeUx, yirtW 
known to the Orientals ( fee Abulfeda an4 the ITubian geography , p. 51). 
They were arrived within three days journey of tht Spice country , the 
vich object of their invafion. 

' By the slaughter of Varus and his three' legions. See the. firft book. 
of the Annals of Tacitus. Sueton. in Auguft. c. 23. and Velleius Pater- 
eulus , 1. ii. c. Ti7« etc. Auguftus did not receive the melancholy newf 
with all the temper and firmneft that might have heen expected from 
his character. 

^ Taci(. Annal. I. ii. Dion CalTius^ 1. Ivi. p. 833. and the fpeech 
of Auguftus himfelf , in Julian's Csefars. It receives great light from the 
learned notes of his French translator , M. Spanheim. 
I ' Qermanicus, Suetonius Paulinus , and Agricola, were (;hecked and 
recalled in the courfe of their victories. Corbulo was put to death. Military 
inerit , ?s it it admirably expreiTed by Tacitus « was • in the ftricteft 
fenfe of the word , imperatoria virtus, 

* Caefar himfelf conceals that ignoble motive ; but it is mentioned by 
Suetonius » c. 47* The British pearls proved , however , of little value • 
on account of their dark and livid colour. Tacitiis obferves , with reafon 
(in Agricola, c. .is), that it was an inherent defect. „ Ego faciliut 
„ crediderim, naturam margaritis deeflc quam nobis avaritiam. ,, 

7 Claudius, Nero, and Domitiaq. A hope is expreiTed by Pomponius 
Mela, 1. iii. c. 6. ''he w^ote under Claudius) that, by the fucccfs of 
the Roman arms, the island and its favage inhabitants would foon be 
better known. It is amufing enough to perufe fuch pafTages in the 
midft of London. 

' See the admirable fibridgnent given by Tacitat , in the life of 
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Asrricola, and eopiously, though perlia|is n6t completely, UlnftnteA 
by our own antiquarians, Camden and Horsley. 

* The Irish writers, jealous of their national honour, are extreme* 
]y provoked on this occaiion , both with Tacitus and with Agricola* 

'*" See Horsley's Britannia Romana> I* i. c. lO. 

'' The poet Buchanan celebrates* with elegance andf^irit (fee hit 
Sylyae V, ) , the unviolated independence of his native country. But , if 
the iingle teftimony of Richard of Cirencefter was fuficient to create a 
Roman province of Vefpafiana to the north of the wall , that independt act 
would b^ reduced within very narrow limits. 

'* See Appian (in Prosem.) and the uniform imagery of Ofllai^*a 
Poems t which, according to every hypothefis« were compofed by 4i 
native Caledonian. 

'> See Pliny's Panegyric, which feemt founded oa faetf. 

'^ Dion Cafllus, 1. Ixvii. 
' *' Iferedotus, 1. iv, c. 94« Julian in the Cieiars, with Spanhfim*t 
obfervations. 

*• Plin. Epift. viii. 9. 

'7 Dion Caflius, 1. Ixviii, p. Tii3. Xi3Tt Julian in C«raribvf. 
Eutropius* viii. 2. 6. Aurelius Victor in Epitome, 

" $ee a Memoir of M. d'Anville, on the Province of Dacia, la tha 
4.cademie des InCcriptions « torn, xxviii. p, 444 ^-^ 4<8. 

" Trajan's fentiments are reprefented in a very juft and lively mannef 
'in -the Csefars of Julian, 

*** Eutropius aqd Sextus Rufus ha ve^ endeavoured to. perpetuate the 
illufion. See a very fenfible diiTertation of M. Fre|:et in the Academia 
4es Infcrlptions , torn, xxi p. SS* 

'' Dion! Caifius, 1. Ixviii; and the Abbreviators. 

^* Ovid. Faft. 1. ii. ver. 667* See l<ivy , and Dionyfius of HalicarnaflUf , 
under the rfigh of Tarquin. 

" ^t, Auguftin is highly delighted with the proof of the weaknefs pf 
Terminus, and tl|e vanity of the Augurs. See De Civitate Dei , iv. %9* 

** See the Auguftan Hiftory, p. f. Jerome*s Chronicle, and all the 
Epitomifers. It is fQinewJiat furprifing , that this memorable event 
should bf omitted by pion, pr rather by Xiphilin^ 

^' Dion, 1. Ixix. p. Iis8. Hift. Auguft. p. f . 8. If all our hiftorians 
were loft, medals, infcriptions , and o(her moqumtiiUi would be fo'ffi- 
•lent to record the travels of Hadrian, 

'''See the Auguftan Hiftory and the Epitomes. 

'7 NTe muft, however, remember, that, in the time of Hadrian* a 
rebellion of the Jews raged with religious fury> though only in a finglt 
province : Paufania; (1* viii> c. 43*) mentions two necei|ary and fuccefit- 
^ul wars, conducted by the generals of Pius, ift, Againft the wanderipg 
Moors , who were driven into the folitudcs of Atlas, 2d, Againft the 
l^riganteft of Britain , who had invaded the Roman province, Both theft 
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wars (with' ftveral other hoftilities) are mentioned in the Au^ftan 
Hiftory, p. I9« 

^* Appian of Alexandria, in the preface to his Hiftory of the Roman 
wars. ■ ' 

** Dionj I. Ixxi. Hift. Auguft. in Marco. The Parthian victories 
gave birth to a crowd of contemptible hiftorians « whofe memory has 
been refcued from oblivion i and expofed to ridicule , in a very lively 
•piece, of criticifm of Lucian. 

'* The pooreft rank of foldiers poffeffed above forty pounds fterling 
(Dionyf. Halicarn. iv. 17.) * a very high (lualification , at a time when 
money was Co fcarce, that ah ounce of iilver was equivalent to feventy 
pound weight of brafs. The populace, excluded by the ancient conilitu. 
tion, were indifcriminately admitted by Marius. See Salluft. de Bell. 
Jugurth. c. 91* 

^' Caefar formed his legion Alauda , of Gauls and ftrangers: but it was 
during the licence of civil war; and after the victory, he gave them the 
freedom of the city for their reward. • 

** See Vegetius de Re Militari , 1. i. c. 2 — 7. 

'' The oath of l^ervice ^nd fidelity to*the emperor, was annually 
renewed by the troops, on the iirft of January; 

^* Tacitus calls the Roman Eagles , Bellbrum Deos. They were placed 
in a chapel in the camp , and with the other deities received the religious 
worship of the troops. 

'^ See Gronovius de Pecunia vetere« 1. jii. p. lao, etc. The emperor 
'Domitian raifed the annual ftipendof the legionaries to twelve pieces of 
gold, which, in his time, was equiviilent to about ten of our guineas. 
This pay, fomewhat higher than our own* had been, and was after- 
wards, gradually increafed, according to the progrefs of wealth and 
military government. After twenty years fervice, the veteran received 
three thoufand denarii r about one hundred pounds fterling), or a pro« 
portionable allowance of land. The pay and advantages of the guards 
Were, in general, about double thofe of the legions. 

*' Exercitus ah acereitando ^ Varrtf de Lingui Latini , 1. iv. Cicero in 
Tufbulan. 1. li. 37. There is room for a very interefting work, which 
should lay open the connexion between the languages and manners of 
nations. 

'' Vegetius, I. ii. and the reft of his firft book. 

'• The Pyrrhic Dance is extremely well illuftrated by M. le Beai^in tli« 
Academie des Infcriptions , torn. xxxv. p. 2/S2 , etc. That learned 
academician , in a feries of memoirs , has collected all the paflages of 
-the ancients that relate to the Roman legion. 

»» Jofeph. deBelL.Judaico, I. iii. c. ^. VTe are itfdebted to this Jew 
forfomc very curious details of Roman difcipline. 

*• Plin. Panegyr. c. 13, Life of Hadrian, in the Auguilan Hiftory. 
'"^^ See an admirable digrcffioa on tbt Roman difcipline, in the fizth 
book of bis hiftory. 
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^* Vegetitts de Re Milttari , 1. ii. c. 4 , etc Confiderable part of hit 
very perplexed abridgment was taken from the regulations of Trajan and 
Hadrian ; and the legion « as he defcribes it, cannot fuit any other age of 
the Romdn empire. 

*' Vegetiiis dc Re Mtlitari, I. ii. c. 1. In the purer age of Cafar and 
" Cicero , the word miUs was almoft confined to the in^try. Under the 
lower empire 4 and in the times of chivalry, it was appropriated almoft 
as excliifively to the men at arms, who fought on horfeback. 

** In thetimeofPolybius and Dionyfius of Halicarnaflus (1. v. c. 49* )» 
the fteel point of the /'i/i/m feems to have been much longer. In the time 
of Vegetius , it was reduced to a foot, or even nine inches. I have chofena 
medium. 

*^ For the legionary arms, fee Lipfius de Militii Romani, 1. iii. 
c. 2 — 7. 
♦* See the beautiful comparifon of Virgil , Georgic. ii. v. 279. 
^^ M. (ruichard , Memoires Militaires , tom. i. c. 4> and Nouvetux 
Memoires, torn. i. p. 293 — 3ii » has treated thefubjectlikeafcholar 
and an officer. 

** See Arrian*s Tactics. With the true partiality of a Greek , Arrian 
rather chofe to defcribe the phalanx , of which he had read , than the 
legions which he had commanded. 
♦• Polyb. 1. xvii. 

fo Veget. de Re Militari, 1. ii. c'. 6. His pofitive teftimony , which 
might be fupported by circumftantial evidence , ought furely to lilence 
thofe critics who refufe the Imperial legion its proper body of cavalry. 
^^ See Livy almoft throughout, particularly xlii. 61. 
^* Plin. Hift.Natur. xxxiii. 2. The true fenfe of that very curiouc 
pafT^e was firil difcovered and illuftrated by M. de Beaufort , Republiquc 
Romaine, 1. ii. c. 2. 

'^ As in the inilance of Horace and Agricola. This appears to have been 
a defect in the Roman difcipline ; which Hadrian endeavoured to remedy» 
by afcertaining the legal age of a tribune. 
'♦ See Arrian's Tactics. 

'^ Such, in particular, was the fiate of the Batavians. Tacit. Gerna* 
nia, c. 29. 

5* Marcus Antoninus obliged the vanquished ftuadi and Marcomanni 
to fupjply him with a targe body of troops , which he immediately feat 
into Britain. Dion Cafiius , 1. Ixxi. 

'^ Tacit. Annal. iv. K. Thofe who fix a regular proportion of as many 
foot , and twice as many horfe , confound the auxiliaries of the emperors, 
with the Italian allies of the republic. 

'' Vegetius, ii. 2. Arrian, in his order of march and battle againft. the 
Alani. 

'•The fubject of the ancient machines is treated with great knowledge 
and ingenuity by the Chevalier Folard (PoFybe , tom. ii. p. 233— — a9<5») 
He prefers them in many refpects to our modern cannon and mortals. V9 
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may obferve , that the ufe of them in the field gradually became more 
prevalent , in proportion as perfonal valour and military skill declined 
with the Roman empire. When men were no long;er found , their place 
was fupplied by machines. SeeVegetius, ii. 25. Arrian. 

'* Vegettns finishes hisfecond book, and the defcription of the legion , 
with th^folloiiMg emphatic words : „ Univerfii quae in quoque belli gener» 
t, neceflarta efTe creduntur , Tecum legio debet ubique portare , ut ia 
«, quovislocofixerit caftra, armatamfaciatctvitatem. ^ 

'* For the Roman Caftrametation , feePolybius, 1. vi. wlthLipfiusde 
Militia Romana, Jofeph. de Bell. Jud. 1. iii. c. s. Vegetius, i.21— -2S« 
ill. 9> and Memoires de Guichard , tom. i. c. T. 

'* Cicero in Tufculan. ii. 37* -— Jofeph. de Bell. Jud. 1. iii. 5.Fron. 
tinus , iv. I. 

" Vegetius, i. 9. Sec Memoires de TAcademie des Infcriptions , torn. 
XXV. p. 187. 

** See thofe evolutions admirably well exrlaiJied by M. Guichard, 
Kouveaux Memoires, tom. i. p. 141 — 234. 

'' Tacitus CAnnal. iv. s.) has given m a ftate of the legions under 
Tiberius: and Dion Caffius (1. Iv. p. 794.) under Alexander Severus. 
t have endeavoured to fix on the proper medium between thefe two periods* 
SeelikewifeLipfius de Magnitudioe Roman&, 1. i. c. 4. S» 

*' The Romans tried to difguife , by the pretence of religious awe 9 
jiheir ignorance and terror. See Tacit. Germania, c. 24* 

" Plutarch, in Marc. Anton. And yet, if we may credit Orofius, thefe 
monftrous caftles were no more than ten feet above the water, vi. 19« 

'< See Lipfius , de Magnitud. Rom. I. i. c. S* The fixteen lalt chapters 
ef Vegetius relate to naval affairs. 

'* Voltaire , Siecle de Louis XIV. c. 29* It muft, however, be 
remembered , that France ftill feels that extraordinary effort. 

''* See Strabo, I. ii. It is natural enough to fiippofe, that Arragon is 
derived from Tarraconenfis , and feveral moderhs who have written in 
Latin, life thoft words as fynonymous. It is however certain, that the 
Arragon , a little ftream which falls from the Pyrenees into the Ebro , firft 
gave its name to a country , and gradually to a kingdom. See d^Anville, 
Geographic du Moyen Age , p. 181. 

'^ One hundred and fifteen cities appear in the Notida of Gaul ;and it is 
Well known that this appellation was applied not only to the capital town« 
but to the whole territory of ^ach ftate. But Plutarch and Appian iacreafe 
the number of tribes to three or four hundred. 
'* D'Anville. Notice de PAncienne Gaule. 
^' Whitaker's Hiftory of Manchefter , Vol. i. c. 3. 
'^ The Italian Venetl, though often confounded with the Gauls, were 
more probably of lUyrian origin. See M. Freret, Memoires dePAcademit 
des Infcriptions , tom. xviii. 
^* See Maffei Verona iUuftrata, I. u 
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^' The firft contraft was obfervcd by the ancients. SeeFIorus, i. ii. 
The fecond muft ftrike every modern traveller. 

77 Pliny (Hift. Natur. 1. iii) folljows the divifion of Italy , by Auguftus. 

7» Tournefort , Voyages en Gr^e et Afie Mineure , lettre xviii. 

7' The name of Illyricum originally belonged to the fea-coaft of the 
Hadriatic , and was gradually extended by the Romans from the Alps to the 
Euxine Sea. See Severini Pannonia, 1. 1. c. 3* 

'" A Venetian traveller, the Abbate Fortis , has lately given usfome 
account.of thofe very obfcure countries. But the geography and antiquities 
of the weftern Illyricum can be expected only from the munificence of the 
emperor, its fovereign. 

" The Save rifes near the confines oflfiria^ and was confidered by the 
more early Greeks as the principal ftream of the Danube. 

** See the Penplus of Arrian. He examined the coafts of the Euxine , 
when hewas governor of Cappadocia. 

•' The progrefs of religion is well known. The ufe of letters was intro- 
duced among the favages of Europe abont fifteen ^hundred years before 
Chriil ; and the Europeans carried them to America, about fifteen cen- 
turies after the Chriftian aera. But in a period of three thoufand years , the 
l*hfenician alphabet received confiderable alterations , as it paiTed through 
the hands of the Greeks and Romans. 

•-♦ Dion Caffius , lib. Ixviii. p. iijr. 

*' Ptolemy and Strabo, with the modern geographers, fix thelfthmui 
of Suez as the boundary of Afia and Africa. Dionyfius, Mela , Pliny, 
Salluft, Hirtius and Solinus , have preferred for that purpofe the weftern 
branch of the Nile , or even the great Catabathmus , or defcent , which 
laft would afTign to Afia , not only Egypt , but part of Libya. 

*' The long range, moderate height, and gentle declivity of mount 
Atlas (See Shaw's Travels, p. S.) are very unlike a folitary mountain 
which rears its head into the clouds , and feems to fupport the heavens. 
The peakof Teneriif, on the contrary, rifesaleague and a half above the 
furface of the fea, and as it was frequently vifited by the Phoenicians , 
might engage the notice of the Greek poets. See Buffbn , Hifioire Naturelle, 
tpm. i. p. 312. Htftoire des Voyages , torn. ii. 

*7 M. de Voltaire, torn. xiv. p. 297. unfupported by either fact of 
probability, has generously beftowed the Canary Islands on the Roman 
empire. 

" Bergier, Hifl. des Grands Chemins, 1. iii. c. i, 1, 3, 4* a very 
ufeful collection* 

** See Templeman's Survey ef the Globe : but I diftruft both the doctot'a 
learnijig and his maps. 
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' They were erected about the midwsiy between Labor and Dehli. The 
conqueils of Alexander in Hindoftan were confined to the Punjab^ a country 
watered by the five great ftreams of the Indus. 

* SeeM. deGuignesHiftoire des Huns , 1. xt, xvi, and xvii. 

' There is not any writer who defcribes in fo lively a manner as Herodo- 
tus, the true genius of Polytheifm. Thebeilcommcntary may be foundin 
Mr. Hume's Natural Hiftory of Religion ; and the bell contrail inBoflTuet's 
XTniverfal Hiftory. Some obfcure traces of an intolerant fpirit appear in the 
conduct of the Egyptians fee Juvenal, Sat. xv.); and the Chriftiaus as 
well as Jews 4 who lived under the Roman empire, formed a very ini. 
portant exception : fo important indeed, that the difcuffiou will require a 
dillinct chapter of this work. 

* The rights , powers., and pretenfions of the fovereign of Olympus , 
are very clearly defcribed in the xvth book of the Iliad : in the Greek 
original , I mean; for Mr. Pope , without perceiving it, has improved 
the theology of Homer. 

' See for inftance, Caefar de Bell. Gall. vi. 17. 'VTithin a century or 
two the Gauls themfelves applied to their gods the names of Mercury,Mars, 
Apollo, etc. 

* Th» admirable work of Cicero de Natur^ Deorum , is the beft clue we 
have to guide us through the dark and profound abyfs. He reprefents with 
candour, and confutes with fubtlety, the opinions of the philofophears. 

' I do not pretend to afifert, that , in this irreligious age . the natural 
terrors of fuperftition, dreams, omens, apparitions, etc. had loft their 
efficacy. 1 

* Socrates, Epicurus , Cicero, and Plutarch, always inculcated a 
decent reverence for the religion of their own country, and of mankind. 
The devotion of Epicurus was afliduous and exemplary.Diogen. Laert.x.io 

* Polybius, 1. vi. c. S3, S4. Juvenal, feat. xiii. laments, that in 
his time this apprehenfion had loft much of its effect. • 

*• Seethe fate ofSyracufe, Tarentum , Ambracia, Cprinth, etc. the 
conduct of Verres, in Cicero (Actio ii.' Orat 40* and the ufual practice 
of governors , in the viiith Satire of Juvenal. f 

'^ Sueton. in Claud. — Plin. Hift. Nat. xxx. r. 

»* PelloutierHiftoiredesCeltes, tom. vi. p. 230 — S52. 

" Seneca Confolat. ad Helviam, p. 74. Edit. Lipf. 

'^ Dienyfius Halicarn. Antiquitat. Roman. I. ii. 

''In the year ofRome 701 , the temple oflfis and Serapis was demolished 
by the order of the fenate (Dion Caflius , 1. xl. p. 252.) , and even by the 
hands of the conful (Valerius Maximus, i. 30. After the death of Cxfar, 
itwas reftored at the public expence (Dion, 1. xlvii. p. soi. }. When 
Augttftus was in Egypt, be revered the maje^Ey of Serapis (Dion, ]. Ii. p. 
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<47. ) ; but In the Pomaerium of Rome , and a mile round it , he prohi- 
bited the worship of the Egyptian gods (Dion, 1. liii. p. 679. 1. liv. 
p. 73^. ). They remained, however, very fashionfible under his reign 
(Ovid. deArt. amand. 1. i. ) and that of his fti^ceflbr, till the juilice of 
Tiberius was provoked to fome acts of feverity. (See Tacit. Anna!, ii. 8S. 
Jofeph. Antiquit. 1. xviii. c. 3*) 

'< Tertullian in Apologetic, c. 6. p. 74. Edit. Havercamp. I am 
inclined to attribute their efiablishment to the devotion of the Flavian 
family. 

*^ See Livy,'l. xi. and xxix. 

'* Macrob. Saturnalia, 1. iii. c. 9. He gives us a form of evocation. 

*• Minutius Faelix in Octavio , p. ^4. Arnobius> 1. vi. p. IT?. 

*^ Tacit. Annal. xi. 24. The Orbis Romanus of the learned Spanheim^ 
is a complete hiftory of the progreflive admilfion ofLatium, Iuly« and 
the provinces , to the freedom of Rome. # 

*' Herodotus, v. 97. It should fecm , however, that he followed a large 
•nd popular eftimation. 

** Athenffus Deipnofophift. 1. vi. p. 27t. Edit. Cafanbon. Meurfiut 
de Fortune Attic&, c. 4. 

*' See a very accurate collection of the numbers of each Lofirum in M. 
deBeaufort> Republique Romaine, 1. iv. c. 4 

*-♦ Appian. deBell. civil. 1. i. Vellejus Paterculus , 1. ii. c. t?. 16. 17. 

*' Maecenas had advifedhim to declare by one edict, all his fubjects 
citizens. But we may juftlyfufpect that the hiflorian Dion was the author 
of a counfel , fo much adapted to the practice of his own age , and fo little 
to that of Augufius. 

** Jhe feqators were obliged to have one-third of their own landed 
property in luly. SeePlin. 1. vi. ep. 19. The qualification was reduced by 
Marcus to one- fourth. Since the reign of Trajan , Italy had funk nearer to 
the level of the provinces. 

^7 The firftpart of the Verona Illuftrata of the Marquis Maffei, gives 
the cleareft and moft comprehenfive view of the ftate of Italy under the 
C^fars. 

** See Paufanias , 1. vii. The Romans conde&ended to reftore the names 
of thofe afTemblies , when they could no longer be dangerous. 

^' They are frequently mentioned by Catfar. TheAbb^Dnbos attempts* 
with very little fnccofs » to prove that the afTemblies of Gaul were continu- 
ed under the emperors. Hiftoire de I'EtabliiTement de la Monarchie Fran- 
qoife, 1. i. c. 4» 

'* Seneca in ConColat. ad Helviam, c. 6. 

'' MemnonapudPhotium, c 33* Valer. Maxim, ix. 2. Plutarch and 
Dion Caifius fwell the maflacre to 150,000 citizens i but I should efteen 
the (mailer number to be more than fufficient. 

'* Twenty-iive colonies were fettled in Spain (fee Plin. Hift. Natur. 
iii. 3,4* iv. 35.): and nine in Britain, of which London, Colchefter , 
Lincoln, Chefter, Gloucefter, and Bath, j^iU remain confiderable citiesv 
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Cfte Richard of Cireaccfter, p. 3<» and ^9rhitaker*s Hiftory of Maneheft«r, 
I. i. c. 3. ) 

'' Aul. Oell. Noctes Atticse , levi. f}. The emperor Hadrian expreflTed 
hhfurprife, that the cities of Utica , Gades, and Itatica, which already 
enjoyed the rights of Municipis , should folicit the title of Colonies. Their 
example, however, became fashionable , and the empire was filled with 
honorary colonies. See Spanhejm, de Ufu Numifinatnm , Diflertat. xiii. 

*^ Spanheim, Orbis Roman, c. 8. p. 63. 

'' Ariftid. in Roms Encomio , torn. i. p. sit. Edit. Jebb. 

>' Tacit. Iftnal. xi. 23 . 24. Hift. iv. 74* 

i' See Plin. Hifl. Natur. tii. if. Auguftio* de Cititate Dei» xix. 7. 
lipfius depronunciationeLingusLatinae, c 3. 

*' Apuleius and Augiiftinwill anfwer for Africa ; Strabo for Spain and 
Gaiil • Tacitus , in the lifeof Agricola, for Britain; and Velleius Pater* 
cuius » for Pannonia. To them we may add the language of the Infcrip*> 
tions. 

'• The Celtic was preferved in the mountains of Vales , Cornwall » 
and Armorica. "V^e may obferve that Apuleius reproaches an African youth, 
who lived among the populace > with the ufe of the Punic ; whilft he had 
almoft forgot Greek , and neither could nor would fpeak Latin i Apolog. 
p. 596.). The greater part of St. Auguftin*s congregations were ftrangert 
to the Punic. 

** Spain alone produced Columella > the- Senecas, lucan , Martial « 
and Quintilian. 

^' There is not , I believe , from Dionyfius to libanius , a fingle Greek 
critic who mentfons Virgil or Horace. They feem ignorant that the 
Romans had any good writers. 

^* The curious reader may fee in Dupin (Biblioth^que £ccI6fiaftique « 
torn. xix. p. I. c. 8. ) how much the ufe of the Syriac and Egyptian 
languages was ftill preferved. 

** See Juvenal, Sat. iii. andxv. Ammian. Marcellin. xxii. 16. 

** DionCaifius, 1. Ixxvii. p. I27S* The firft inftance happened under 
the reign of Septimius Severus. 

^* See Valerius Maximus , 1. ii. c. 1. n. l. The emperor Claudius 
disfranchised an eminent Grecian for not underftanding Latin. He was 
probably in fome public ofllce. Suetonius in Claud, c. 16, 

^* In the camp of Lucullus , an ox fold for a drachma, and a slave Jor 
four drachiti9e> or about three shillings. Plutarch, in LucuII. p. <8o. 

^7 Diodorus Siculus in Eclog. Hift, L xxxiv. and xxxvi. FloruSi iii* 
19 » SO. 

♦• See a remarkable inftanceoffeverity in Cicero in Verrem, v. 3. 

*^ SeeinGruter, and the other collectors, a great number of infcrip.' 
tioas addreifed by slaves to their wives , childr'en, fellow-fervants, maitcrs, 
ttc. They are all itioii probably of the Imperial age. 

** Seethe Au^uftan Hjftory, and a DiiTertation of M. de Burigny, itt 
tbf zxxvth Tolameoithc Academy oflnfcdptioas » upon the Roman slaves. 

»» See 
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" See another DiflTertation of M. de Burigny in the xxxvllUi volume , on 
the Roman freedmen. 

'^ Spanheim , Orbis Roman. L i. c. I6. p. 124, tt9. 

^' Seneca de Clementi^ > 1. i. c* 24. The original is much fironger^ 
^, Q^uantom periculum immineretii fervi noftri numerare nos coepifTent. „ 

'^ See Pliny Hift. natur. 1. xxxiii.j and Athenaeus (DeipnoCophift. 1. vi. 
p. 272.) The latter boldly aflerts , thi^t he knew very manf (^pfAt«ro>Xej) 
Romans who pofTeiTed, notforufe, but oftencation, ten and even twenty- 
thoufand slaves. \ 

'' In Paris there are not more than 4^,700 donieftics of every fort, and 
not a twelfth part of the inhabiunts. Meifange R«cherches fur la Popula* 
don, p. 18$. 

'^ A learned slave fold for many hundred pounds fterling; Atticos 
always bred and taught them himfelf. Cornel. Nepos in Vit. c. i^. 

'7 Many of the Roman phyfi«ians were slaves. Set Dr. Middleton's 
Diflertation and Defence. 

'' Their ranks and -offices are very copiously enumerated by Pignorius 
de Servis. ... 

'* Tacit. Annal. xiv. 43* They were all exeeuted for not l^reventing 
their mailer's murder. 

'* Apulcius in Apolog. p. 548« Edit. Delphiow 

•' Plin. ttiit. Nature 1. xxxiii. 47. 

•* Compute twenty millions in Ftancc, twenty-two in Get-many^ fouif 
!n Hungary , ten in Italy with its islands^ eight in Great Britain and 
Ireland, eight in Spain and Poirtugal, ten or tiVelve in, the European 
Ruffia^ fix in Poland « fix in Greece and Turkey, four in Sweden , three 
in Denmark and Norway , four in the Low Countries. The whole would 
amount to one hundred and five « or one hundred and feven millions. 
See Voltaire, Hifcoire G6n6rale. 

'' Jofeph de Bell. Judaico, 1. ii. e. 16, The oration of Agrippa, or 
father of the hiftorian , is a fine picture of the Roman empire. ^ 

** Sueton. inAuguft. c. 28. Auguftus built inRome the temple and forum 
of Mars the Avenger ; the temple of Jupiter Tuonans in the Capitol ; that of 
Apollo Palatine , with public libraries ; the portico and bafilicaof Caius- 
andLncius, the porticoes of Livia and Octavia, and the theatre of Mar- 
cellus. The example of the/fovereign was imitated by his minifters and 
generals) and his friend Agrippa left beiiind him the immortal monument 
of the Pantheon. ., 

*5 SeeMaffei, Verona illuft rata, 1. iv. p. 68. 

*' See the xth book of Pliny's Eplilles. He n^ehtions the following 
works, carried on at the expence of the cities. At Nicoraedia, a neW 
forum , an aqueduct, ahd a eaual, left unfinished by a king ; at Nite^ 
aGymnalium, andatheatrewbich had already coll near ninety thoufand 
pounds ; baths at Prufa and Claudiopolis ; and an a^uediict offixteen mjU| 
in length for the u& of Sinope< 1 

*^ Hadrian afterwards madea vcty equitable fei^uIatiAn , tirhich diyidt^ 

B b 
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all treftfure - trove between the right of property and that of difcovery. Hift. 
Auguft. p. 9. 

*• Philoftrat. in Vit. Sophift. 1. ii. p. 548. ' 

' *' Aulus Gellius, in Noct. Attic, i. 2. ix. %, xviii. lo. xix. 12. 
Philoftrat. p. S64. 

7** See Philoftrat. 1. ii. p. S48. 5<6. Paufanias , 1. i. and vii. To. The 
life ofHerodes, in the xxxth volume of the Memoirs of the Academy of 
lafGriptions. 

7' It is particularly remarked of Athens by Dicsearchus, de Statu Grxciae* 
p. 8. inter Geographos Mlnbres^ edit, liudfon. 

7* Donatusde Roma Vetere , 1. iiii c. 4» 5 1 ^« NardiniRomaAntica, 
1. iii. II, 12, 13. andaMS. defcriptien of ancient Rome, byBemardus 
Oricellarius, or RuCellai, of which I obtained a copy from the library of 
the Canon Ricardi at Florence. Two celebrated pictures of Timarithes and 
of Protogenes are mentioned by Pliny , as in the Temple of Peace ; and 
the Laocoon was found in the baths of Titus. 

^' Montfaueon PAntiqiilt^ Expliqu^e , torn. iv. p. 2. I. i. c. 9. 
Fabretti has compofed a very learned treatife on the aqueducts of Rome. 

^^ iElian. Hift. Vkr. 'L ix. c. K. He lived in the time of Alexander 
Severus. See Fabricius , Biblioth. Graeca» 1. iv. c. 21. 

7' Jofeph.de Bell. Jud. ii. i5. The number, however* is mention* 
cd , and should be received with a degree of latitude. 

7* Plin. Hift. Natur. iii. 5. 

77 Plin. Hift. Natur. iii. 3, 4> iv> 35. The lift feems authentic dnd' 
accurate : the divilion of the provinces,^ and the different condition of 
the cities, are minutely diftinguished. 

7S Strabon. Geograph. 1. xvii. p. Ii89* 

7* Jofeph. deBell. Jud. ii. K. Philoftrat. in Vit. Sophift. }. ii. p.- 
548. Edit. Olear. 

'* Tacit. Annal. iv. 55* I have taken fome pains in confulting and 
comparing modern travellers , with regard to the fate of thofe eleven 
cities of Alia; feven or eight are totally deftroyed, Hypaepe, Tralles » 
JLaodicea, Hium, Hadicarnaifus , Miletus, Ephefus, and we may add 
Sardes.Of the remaining three > Pergamusisa ftraggiing village of two or 
three thoufand inhabitants ; Magnefia, under the name of GuzeKhilTar,. 
.a town of fome eonfequence; and Smyrna, a great city > peopled by aof 
hundred thoufand fouls. But even at Smyrna » while the Franks have 
Maintained commerce , the Turks have ruined the arts. 

" See a very exact and pleafing defcription of the ruins ofLaodicea • in 
Chandler's Travels thrpugh Alia Minor , p. 22s, etc. 

** Strabo , 1. xii. p. 866. He had ftudied at Tralles. 

"' SeeaDiiTertationofM. deBoze, Mem. dePAcademie, tom. xviii. 
Ariftides pronounced an oration which is ftill extant, to recommend 
concord to the riva> cities. 

'^ The inhabitants of Egypt, exclufive of Alexandria, amounted to 
ftven millions and a half (Joiep£ de Bell. Jud. ii. 16.) Under the 
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military soTerament of the Mamalukes, Syria was fuppofed to contalft 
llxty thoufand villages ( Hiftoire de Timur Bee , 1. v. c. 20. ) 

• « The following Itinerary may ftrve to convey fome idea of the direcUoa 
of the road, and of the dillance between the principal towns. I. From the 
wall of Antoninus to York , 22a Ionian miles. II* London 227. III. 
Khutupiae or Sandwich 67. IV. The navigation to Boulogne 45 V. Bheims 
X74. VI. Lyons 3?o. VII. Milan 314. VIII Rome 426. IX. Brundnfium 
360. X.The navigation to Dyrrachium 40 .XI. Byzantium 7ii.XII.Ancyfti 
383. XIIL Tarfus 301. XIV. Antioch 141. XV. Tyre 2S2. XVI. 
Jerufalem 168. In all 4080 Roman , or 3740 English miles. See the 
Itineraries published by VTeflTellng , his annotations j Gale and Stukeley 
for Britain, and M. d'Anvillefor Gaul and Italy. 

•* Montfaucon « PAiiti^uit^ Expliqu^e, (torn. iv. p. 2, L i. c. 5,) 
lias defcribed the bridges of Narni , Alcantara, Ni{mes , etc. 

•7 Bergier Hiiloire des grands Chemins de TEmpire Romaia , L ii. 

C. I 28. 

•» ProcopiusjftHift. Arcanft , c. 30. Bergier Blft. des grands Chemins, 
1. iv. Codex Theodofiaii. 1. viii. tit. v. vol. ii. p. 504 -«.. 553 ^|]| 
Godefroy's learned commentary. 

»• In the time of Theodofius , Caefarius , a magiftrate of high ^ank» 
wcntpoft from Antioch to Conftantinople. He began his journey at night 
' was in Cappadocia ( i6s miles from Antioch) tho enfuing evening, and 
ft'rrived at Conftantinople the fixth day about noon. The whole diftance waa 
72< Roman, or C6s English miles. See Libanius Orat xxii. and the 
Itineraria, p. 57a —^ 581. 

•• Pliny, though a favourite and a minifter, made an apology fo»% 
granting poft-horfes to his wife on the moft ur^nt bulinefs. Epift x 121 
I22. ' 

•' Bergier Hift. des grands Chemins, L iv. c. 49. 

•* Plin. Hift.Natur. xix. I. 

•' It is not improbable that the Greeks and Phcenicians introduced fome 
•ew arts and productions into the neighbourhood of Marfcilles and Gadet^ 

•♦ See, Homer. OdyiT. 1. ix T^3S8. 

•* Plin. Hift. Natur. 1. xiv. 

•* Strab. Geograph. 1. iv. p. 123. The intenfe cold of a Gallic winter 
was almoft proverbial among the ancients. 

•» In the beginning of the ivth century, the orator Eumenius (Panegyric. 
Veter. viii. 6. edit. Delphin. ) fpeaks of the vine^ in the territory of 
Hutun , which were decayed through age, and the Erft plantation of which 
was totally unknown. The Pagus Arebrignus is fuppofed byM. d'Anville 
to be the diftrict of Beaune , celebrated, even at prefent, for one oi 
the firft growths of Burgundy. 1 

*• Plin. Hift. Natur. 1. xv. 

»> Plin. Hift. Natur. 1. xix. 

^•* See the agreeable Effays on Agriculture by Mr. Harte, in which he 
luis collected all that the ancients and moderns have did of lucerne, 

^ A b a 
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**' Tacit. Germania, c. 4^. Plin. Hift. Nat. XKXviii. 11. The latter 
obferved, with fome humour , that even fashion had not yet found out the 
ufe of amber. Nero fenta Roman knights to purchafe gre^ quantities on 
thefpot, where it was produced ; the coaft of modern Prufli^ 

'^'^ Called Taprobana by the Romans « and Serendib by the Arabs. It 
was difcovered under the reign of Claudius > and gradually became the 
principal inart of the £aft. 

"J Plin. Hift. Natur. 1. vi. Strabo, 1. xvii. 

*•♦ Hift. Auguft. p. 424. A filk garment was con fideted as an ornament 
to a woman , but as a difgrace to a man. 

^•' The two great pearl fisheries were the fame as at prefent , Ormuz 
and Cape Comorin. As well as. we can compare ancient with modern 
geography , Rome was fupplied with diamonds from the mine of 
Jumelpur, in Bengal , which is defcribed in the Voyages de Tavernier, 
tom. ii. p. 281. 

*•* Tacit. Annal. iii. s«. In afpeechof Tiberius, 

'*' Plin. Hfft. Natur. xii. 18. In another place he computet half that 
lUm ; Quingenties H. S. for India exclufive of Arabia. 

'•* The proportion which was i to 10, and la |, rofe to 14 -J the 
legal regulation of Conftantin'e. See Arbuthnot*s Tables of ancient Coins, 
c. V. 

'•• Among many other paflTages, fee Pliny fHift. Natnr. iii. 5.), 
Ariftides (de UrbcRorai) and Tertullian (deAnfmar, c. 30. ). 

*'• Herodes Atticos gave the fo J) hift Pole mo above eight thoufand 
pounds for three declamations. See Phtloftrat. 1. i. p. 558. TbeAntoninet 
founded a fchool at Athens,' in which profeflbrs of grammar, rhetoric , 
politics, and the four great fccts of philofophy, were maintained at the 
public expence for the inflruction of youth. The falary of a philofopher 
was ten thoufand drathmx , between three and four hundred pounds a 
year. Similar eftabiishments were formed in the other great cities of the 
Imptre. See Lucian in Etinuch. tom. ii. p. 353. edit. Reitz. Philofirat. 
k^ii. p. 566. Hift; Atiguft. p. ai. Dion Caffius, 1. Ixxi. p. 1195. Juvenal 
himfelf , in a morofe fatire , which in cj^ery line betrays- his own difappoint- 
ment and envy, is obliged, however, to fay, 

■ Juv^nes , circumfpicit et agitat vos. 

Materiamque fibi Ducis indulgentia quxrit. 

Satir. Vn. 10. 

■*' Longin. de Siihlim. c. 43. p. 229. edit. Toll. Here too we may fay 
of Longinus, " his own example ftrengthens all his laws. " Inftead of 
propofing his fe nti men ts with a manly boldnefs > heinfinuates them with 
the moft guarded caution, puts them into the mouth of a friend ; and , as 
far as we can collect from a corrupted text , makes a shew of refiitini; 
them himfelf. 
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' Orofius , vi. It. 

^ Julius Caefar introduced foldiers , ftrangers , and halHbarbarians , 
into the fenate (Sueton. in Caefar. c. 77* 8o.> The abufe became ftUl 
more fcandalous after his death. 

3 Dion Caflius, 1. iii. p. 693. Suetonius in Augufl. c. Sf. 

^ Dion ( 1. liii. p. 698. } gives us a prolix and bombaft fpeech on this 
great occafion. I have borrowed from Suetonius and Tacitus the general 
language of Auguftus. 

' Imptrator (from which we have derived Emperor) fignified under 
the republic no more than gtneral ^ and was emphatically beftowed by 
the foldiers , when on the field of battle they proclaimed their victorious 
leader worthy of that title. When the Roman emperors affumed it in 
that fenfe , they, placed it after their name , and marked how often 
they had taken it. 

* Dion , 1. liii. p. 703, etc. ^ 
. 7 Livy Epitom. 1. xiv. Valer. Maxim, vi. 3- 

' See in the viiith book of Livy, the conduct of Manlius Torquatut 
and Papirius Curfor. They violated the laws of nature and humanity, 
but they aiTerted thofe of military difcipline ; and the people , who 
abhorred the action , was obliged to refpect the principle. 

* By the lavish but unconftrained fuffi-ages of the people , Pompey 
had obtained a military command fcarcely inferior to that of Auguilus. 
Among the extraordinary aots of power executed by the former , we 

- may remark the foundation of twenty-nine cities , and the diftributioit 
of three or four millions fterling to his troops. The ratification of his 
acts met with fome oppofition and delays in the fenate. See Plutarch, 
Appian , Dion Caifius, and the firft book of the epiftles to Atticus. ' ■\ 

'" Under the commonwealth , a triumph could only be claimed by 
the general, who was authorifed to take the Aufpices in the name of 
the people. By an exact confequence drawn from this principle of 
policy and religion , the triumph was referved to the emperor ; and 
liis moft fuccelsful lieutenants were fatisfied with fome marks of ' 
diftinction, which, under the name of triumphal honours, were in* 
vented in their fiivour. 

'' Cicero (de Legibus, iii. 3.) gives the confular office the name of 
Regia poteftas : and Polybius (1. vi. c. 3.) obferves three powers in the 
Roman coniiitntion. The monarchical was reprefented and exercifed by 
the ConCuls. 

'* As the tribunitian power (diftinct from the annual office) was firft 
invented Tor the dictator Caefar (Dion , 1. xliv. p. 384- )» we may eafily 
conceive , that it was given as a reward for having fo nobly aiTerted, 
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%y arnis • the facred rights of the tribunes and people. See his own 
Commentaries, de Bell. Civil. I. i. 

" Auguftus exercired nine annual confulships without interruption. 
He then moft artfully refufed that magiftracy as well as the dictator, 
ship , abfented himfelf from Rome , and waited till the fatal effects of 
tumult and faction forced the fenate^o inveft him with a perpetual 
confulship. Auguftus, as well as his fucceilbrs , affected, however, to 
conceal fo invidious a title. 

*♦ See a fragment of a Decree of the Senate , conferring on the em- 
peror Vefpafian , all the powers granted to his predeceiTors , Auguftus* 
Tiberius , and Claudius. This curious and important monument is 
published in Gruter's Infcriptions , No. ccxlii. 

' ^ Two coufuls were created on the Calends of January ; but in the 
courfe of the year others were fubftituted in their places , till the an- 
nual number feems to have amounted to no lefs than twelve. The 
prxtors were ufually fixteen oi^ eighteen CLipfius in Excurf. D. ad Tacit. 
Annal. 1. i. ) I have not mentioned the £diles or Quaeftors. Officers o€ 
the police or revenue eaiily adapt themfelves to any form of government. 
In the time of Nero , the tribunes legally pofTeflTed the right of inter^ 
tejjion , though it might be dangerous to exercife it ( Tacit. Annal. xvi. 
S.6.) In the time of Trajan , it was doubtful whether the tribuneship 
was an office or a name (Plin. Epift. i. 23.) 

*• The tyrants themfelves were ambitious of the ^confulship. The 
virtuous princes were moderate in the purfuit , and exact in the diC 
charge of it. Trajan revived the ancient oath , and fwore before the con- 
l^iPs tribunal , that he would obferve the laws (Plin. Panegyric, c. 64.) 
'^ Qunties Magiftratuum Comitiis intereflfet, Tribus cum candidatis 
fuis circuibat , Aipplicabatqfue more folemni. Fer'ebat et ipfe fuffragium 
in tribubus^ ut unus e populo. Suetonius in Auguft. c. 56. 

'* Turn primum Comitia e campo ad patres translata funt. Tacit. 
Annal. i. i^. The vrord primum feems to allude to fome faint and un- 
fuccefsful efforts , which were made towards reftoring them to the people. 
'* Dion Caffius (1. liii. p. 7o3->— ri4 ) has given a very loofe and 
partial sketch of the Imperial fyflem. To illuftrate ah d often %o correct 
liim^I have meditated Tacitus, examinied Suetonius, and confulted 
the following moderns : the Abb^ de la BUterie , in the Memoires de 
TAcad^mie des Infcriptions, tom.'xix. xxi. xxiv. xxv. xxvii. Beaufort^ 
R^publique Romaine , tom. r. p. :ef f-f— 27^. Two Differ tations ofNoodc 
an(f>Gronovius , dc lege Regia ; printed at Leyden , in the year T73i. 
Gravina de Imperio Romano , p. 479 — $44* of his Opufcula. Maffei 
Verona Illuftrata , p. i. p. 24s , etc. ' 

*• A weak prince will always be governed by his domeftics. Ther 

power of slaves aggravated the shame of the Romans ; and the fenate 

paid court to a Pallas or a Narciffus. There is a chance that a modern 

favourite may be a gentleman. 

^* See a treatife 9f VaadaU de Cojifepratione Prin«ipain. It wouli 
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be eafier for me to copy , thtn it has been to verify , the quotations 
of that learned Dutchman. t 

^^ See a diflertation of the Abb^ Mongault in the fxrft volume of the 
Academy of Infcriptions. • 

^' Jurandafque tuum per nomen ponimus aras y fays Horace to the 
emperor himfelf , and Horace was well acquainted with the court of 
Auguftus. 

^^ See Cicero in Philippic, i. 6. Julian in Cxfaribus* Inque Deiim 
templis jurabit Roma per umbras, is the indignant expreHion of Lucan, 
but it is a patriotic , rather than a devout indignation* 

^' Dion Caifius , 1. liii. p. 7io. with the curious Annotations of 
Reymar. 

^' As Octavianus advanced to the banquet of the Caefars, his colour 
changed like that of the Camelion ; pale at firft , then red , afterwards 
black , he at lait afTumed the mild livery of Venus and the graces. 
(Csefares, p. 309.) This image employed by Julian, in his ingenious 
fiction , is juft and elegant ; but when he confiders this change of 
character as real , and afcribes it to the power of philofophy , he does 
too much honour to philofophy , and to Octavianus. 

^^ Two centuries after the efiablishment of monarchy , the em]^ror 
Marcus Antoninus recommends the character of Brutus as a perfect 
model of Roman virtue. 

'* It is much to be regretted, that we have loft the part of Tacitus, 
which treated of that tranfaction. We are forced to content ourfelves 
with the popular rumours of Jofe|dius » and the imperfect hints .of 
Dioii and Suetonius. 

^* Auguftus reftpred the ancient feverity of difcipline. After the civil 
wars , he dropped the endearing name of Fellow-Soldiers « and called 
them^only Soldiers (Sueton. in Auguft. c.25.) See the ufe Tiberius 
made of the fenate in the mutiny of the Pannonian legions (Tacit* 
AnnaU i.) 

3** Tbefe words feem to hav^ been the conilitutional language. See 
Tacit. Annal. xiii. 4. 

'' The firft was Camillus Scribonianns* who took up arms in Dal- 
matia. againft Claudius , and was deferted by his own troops in five 
days. Thefecoud, L. Antpnius, in Germany, who' rebelled againft 
Domitian \ and the third, Avidius CalUns, in the reign ofM. Anto. 
ninus. The two laft reigned but a few months , and were cut oflT by 
their own adherents. Wt may obferve , that both Camillus and Calliuf 
coloured their ambition with the defign of reftoring the republic ; a 
task , faid Cafiius , peculiarly referved for his name and family. 

3* VeUeius Paterculus , 1. ii. c. 121. Sueton. in Tiber, c. so. 

3 3 Sueton. in Tit. c. €, Plin. in Prsefat. Hift. Natur. 

3^ This idea is frequently and ftrongly inculcated by Tacitus. See Hift. 
i. s. 16. ii. 76, ^ 

^^ The emperor Vefpafian , with his ufual good fenfe, laughed at the 
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Cenealogifis > who deduced his fimiily from Flavins , the founder oFReit^^ 
(his native country), and one of the companions" of Hercules. Suet. !■ 
Tefpaiian. c. 12. ^ 

'^ Dion, 1. Ixviii. p. ti£T. Plin. Secund. in Panegyric. 

97 Felicior Augufto , MELTOR TRAJANO. Eutrop. viii. ^. 

'* Dion (1. Ixix. p. 1249.; affirms the whole to have been a fiction « on 
the authority of his father , who being governor of the province where 
Trajan died,had very good opportunities of fifting this myfterious tranfac^ 
. tion. Yet Dodwell ( Praelect. Camden, xvii. ) has maintained , that 
Hadrian was called to the certain hope of the empire , during the lifetime 
of Trajan. 

3» Dion (L Ixx. p. 1171.) Aurel. Victor. 

^® The deification of Antinous, his medal^, ilatues , temples, city » 
oracles , and couftellation , are well known , and ftill dishonour the 
memory of Hadrian. Tet we may remark, that of the firft fifteen emperors, 
Claudius was the only one whofe tafte in love was entirely correct. For 
the honours of Antinous, fee Spanheim, Commentaire fur les Celars de 
^ulien, p. 80. 

♦* Hift. Auguft. p. n. Aurelius Victor in Epitom. 

** 'Without the help of medals and infcriptions, we should be ignorant 
ofthisfiict, fo honourable to the memory of Pius. 

*' During the twenty-three years ofPius*s reign, Marcus was onlytw© 
taights abfent from the palace, and even thofe were at different times. 
Hift. Auguft. p. 25. ' 

** He was fond of the theatre, andnotinfenfible to the charms of the 
fair fex. Marcus Antoninus, i. I6. Hift. Auguft. p. ao, at. Julian ift 
Caefar. 

^' The enemies of Marcus charged him with hypocrify,- and with a 
want of that fimplicity which diftinguished Pius and even Yerus (Hift. 
Auguft. 6, 34) This fufpicion , unjuft as it was , may ferve to account 
for the fuperior applaufe bcftowed upon perfonal qualifications , in 
preference to the focial virtues. Even Marcus Antoninus has been called 
a hypocrite; but the wildeft fcepticifm nciver infinuated that Cefar might 
poifibly be a coward , or Tully a fool. Wit and valour are quSilifications 
more eafily afcertained , thctn humanity or the love of juftice. 

^* Tacitus has characterized, in a few words, the principles of the 
portico: Doctores fapientiae fecutuseft, qui fola bona quae honefta, mala 
tantum que turpia ; potentiam, nobilitatem, cxteraque extra animum, 
neque bonis neque malis adnumerant. Tacit. Hilt iv. S- 

^7 Before he went on the fecond expedition againft the Germans , ht 
read lectures of philofophy to the Roman people, during three days. He 
had already done the fame in the cities of Greece and Afia. Hift. Auguft. 
in Calfio, c. 3. 

'^* Dion^ 1. Ixxi, p. 1190. Hift. Auguft. in Avid. Cafiio. 

** Hift. Auguft. in Marc. Antonin. c. I8. 

'* Vi^ellius cpnfKmed i» m^re eadng, atleaft fix millions of our money, 
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iJD ftbout feven montbs. It is not eafy to exprefs his vices with dignity , or 
even decency. Tacitus fairly calls him a hog; but it is by fubftituting to a 
coarfe word a very fine image. '* At Vitellius , umbraculis hortorum 
y, abdicus, nt ignavsanimalia, quibus fi cibum fuggeras jacent torpentque, 
^ prKterita , infiantia , fiitura , pari oblivione dimiferat. Atqoe illnm 
^ nemore Aricino defidem et marcentem , etc. " Tacit. Hifi. iii. 36. ii. 9S« 
Sueton. in Vitell. c. 13. Dion Caffius , I. Ixv. p. 1062. 

*^ The execution ofHelvidius Prifcus, and of the virtuous Eponina « 
flUfgraced the reign of Vefpaiian. 
■' ^* Voyage de Chardin en Perfe* vol. iii. p. 293* 

' ' The practice of raifing slaves to the great offices of ftate is fiill more 
common among the Turks than among the Perfians. The miferable 
countries of Georgia and Cireailiafupply rulers to the greateft part of the 
caft. 

^* Chardin fays, that European travellers have diffufed among the 
Perfians fome ideas of the freedom and mildnefs of our governments. They 
have done them a very ill office. 

^' They alleged the example of Sctpio and Cato (Tacit. Annal. iii. 6€,) 
Marcellus Epirus and Crifpus Vibius had acquired two millions and a 
half under Nero. Their wealth, which aggravated their crimes » protected 
them under Vefpafian. See Tacit. Hift. iv. 43- Dialog, de Orator, c. 8« 
For one aecn£ition» Regnlus» the juft object of Pliny's iatire, received 
from the fenate theconfular ornaments, and a prefent of fixty • thoufand 
pounds. 

<^ The crime ofmajefiy was formerly a treafonable offence againft the 
Roman people. As tribunes of the people, Auguftus and Tiberius applied 
it to their own perfons , and extended it to an infinite latitude. 

'7 After the virtuous and unfortunate widow of Germanicns had been 
put to death , Tiberius received the thanks of the fenate for his clemency. 
She had not been publicly ftrangledi nor was the body drawn with a hook 
to the Gemoniae, where thofe of common malefactors were expofed. See 
Tacit. Annal. vi. ft5* Sueton. in Tiberio , c. 53* 

** Serlphuswasa fmall rocky island in the JEgean Sea . the inhabitants 
of which were defpifed for their ignorance and obfcurity. The place of 
Ovid*s exile is well known, by his juft, but unmanly lamentations. It 
should feem, that he only received an order to leave Rome in fo many days, 
and to tranfport himfelf to Tomi. Guards a^d gaolers were unneceifary. 

'* Under Tiberius, aRoman knight attempted to fly to the Parthians, 
He was ftopt in the Streights of Sicily ; but fo little danger did there appear 
in the example, that the mofl jealous of tyrants difdained to punish if. 
Tacit. Annal. vi. 14. 

'® Cicero ad Familiares, iv. ?5 
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CHAP. IV. 



' See the complaints of AvIdiusCaffius, Hift. Aiiguft. p. 4f> Thefeare« 
itistrufe, the complaints of faction ; but even faction exaggerates, rather 
than invents. 

• 2 Fauitinam fatis conftat apud Cayetam , condidones fibi etnauticas et 
gladiatorias , elegifle. Hifi. Augufi. p. 30. Lampridius explains the fort 
of merit which Fauftina choCie « and the conditions which she exacted* 
Hift. Auguft. p. 1/2. 

^ Hift. Aaguft. p. 34. 

* Meditat. 1. i. The world has laughed at the credulity of Marcus; but 
Madam Dacier aiTures us (and we may credit a lady ) « that the husband 
will always be deceived , if the wife condefcends to diffemble. 

^ DionCaflius, 1. Ixxi. p. II9S. Hift. Auguft. p. 33* Commentaire de 
Spanheimfur les Caefars de Julien, p. 2^9. The deification of Fauftina is 
the only defect which Julian's criticiOn is able to difcover in the all- 
accomplished character of Marcus. 

^ Commodus was the firft Porpkyrogcnttus (born fince his father's 
Bcceffion to the throne). By a new ftrain of flattery » the Egyptian medals 
date by the years of his life; as if they were fynonymous to thofe of his 
reign. Tillemont, Hift. des Empereurs , tom. ii. p. 7sa« 

7 Hift. Auguft. p. i\C. 

* Dion Caifius, 1. Ixxii. p. 1203* 

' According to Tertullian (Apolog. c. 25. )« he died at Sirmium, But 
the iicuation of Vindobona , or Vienna , where both the Victors place his 
death , is better adapted to the operations of the war againft the Marcomanni 
and Quadi. 

'** Herodian, 1. i. p. 12. 

'' Herodian, 1. i. p. 16, 

'* This univerfal joy is well defcribed (from the medals as well as 
hiftorians) by Mr. "Wotton, Hift. of Rome, p. 192, 193. 

' ' Manilius , the confidential fecretary of A vidius Caffius , was difcovered 
after he had lain concealed feveral years. The emperor nobly relieved the 
public anxiety by refufing to fee him , and burning his papers without 
opening them. Dion Caifius, 1. Ixxii. p. 1209. 

*♦ See Maffei degli Amphitheatri , p. I2«. ^ 

'^ Dion, 1. Ixxii. p. 120S. Herodian, 1. i. p. K. Hift. Auguft. p. 4C< 

'^ In a note upon the Auguftan Hiftory , Cafaubon has collected a 
number of particulars concerning thefe celebrated brothers. See p. 96. of 
his learned commentary. 

" Dion, 1. Ixxij. p. i2io.. Herodian, 1. i. p. 22. Hift. Auguft. p. 48. 
Dion gives a much lefs odious character of Perennis , than the other 
hiftorians. His moderation is almoft a pledge of his veracity. 
'* During the fecond Funic war, the Romans imported from Alia the 
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Worship of the mother of the f ods. Her feftival , the MegaUJia , began oa 
the fourth of April , and lafted fix days. The ilreets were crowded with 
snadproceflions, the theatres with fpectators ; and the public tables with 
unbidden gutffts. Order and police werefufpended, andpleafure was the 
onlyferions bulinels of the city. See Ovid. deFaftis, 1. iv. 189 « ete. 

" fierodian , 1. i. p. 13. 28. 

*• Cicero pro Flacco, c. 17. 

^' One of thefe dear-bought promotions occalioned a current bon mot^ 
that Julius Solon was banished into the fenate. " 

** Diond Ixxii. p. 12, 13.) obferves > that no freedman had poiTeiTeA 
riches equal to thofe of Oleander. The fortune of Pallas amounted , however, 
to upwards of five and twenty hundred thoufand pounds ; Termi/lies, 

*' Dion, 1. Ixxii. p. 12, 13. Herodian , L i. p. 29. Hift. Auguft. p. 52. 
Theft baths were fituated near the Porta Capena. See Nardini Roma Antica, 
p. 79. 

** Hiil. Auguft. p. 48. 

^* Herodian, 1. i. p. 28. Dion, 1. Ixxii. p. T2I^. The latter fays, 
that two thoufand perfons died every day at Rome , during a confiderablc 
length of time. 

** Tuncque primum ties praefecti prxtorio fiiere : inter quoslibertinus. 
From fome remains of modefty. Oleander declined the title, whilft he 
BiTumed the powers, ofPrstorian prefect. As the other freedmen were 
llyled, from their feveral departments , arationibus^ abepifloiis; Oleander 
called hi mfelftf/'tt^/on^^ as intrufted with the defence of his mafter's 
perfon. Salmalius and Oafaubon feem to have talked very idly upon this 
paffagre. 

*' *0/ Twf ^oXfwj Wfo/ 9f ar<ftlr«/. Herodian, 1 i. p. 31. It is doubt* 
fill whether he means the Prstorian infantry, or the cohortes urbanae^ « 
body offix thoufand men, but whofe rank and difcipline were not equal to ' 
their numbers. Neither Tillemont nor 'Wotton chnfe to decide this queftion. 

^* Dion Oaflius , 1. Ixxii p. 121 5. .Herodian, 1. i. p. 32. Hift. Auguft. 
p. 48. 

'* Sororibus fuis couftupratis. Ipfas concubinas fuas fub oculis fuis 
Huprari jubebat. Nee irrnentium in fe juvenum carebat infamii, omni 
parte corporis atque ore in fexamutrumquepollutus. Hift. Aug. p. 47* 

3^ The African lions, when prefTed by hunger, infefted the oped 
villages and cultivated country; and they infefled them with Impunity. 
The royal beaft was referved for the pleafures of the emperor and the 
capital; and the unfortunate peafant, who killed one of them, though 
in his own defence » incurred a very heavy penalty. This extraordinary 
game-law was mitigated by Honorius, and finally repealed by Juftinian. 
Godex Theodof. torn. v. p. 92 , et Oomment. Gothofred. 

3' Spanheim de Numifmat. DifTertat. xii. tom. ii. p. 493- 

'* Dion, 1. Ixxii. p. 1216. Hift. Auguft. p. 49. 

'^ The oftrich's neck is three feei Jong , and compoftd of feventeea 
Ttrtebr*. See Biiffon, Hift. Naturelle. * 
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'^ Commodus killed a camelopardalis or Gir&flTe (Dion, 1. Ixxii. p. 
I2II), the talleft, the moft gentle, and the mod ufelefs of the large 
quadrupeds. This fingular aqimal , a native only of the interior partsjof 
Africa, has not been fee n in Europe fince the revival of- letters; and 
though M. de BufFon (HiiV. Naturelle, torn. xiti. ) has endeavoured tg 
defcribe , he has not ventured to delineate , the Giraffe. 

3' Herodian, 1. i. p. 37. Hill. Auguil. p. 50. 

'f The virtuous and even the wife princes forbade the fenators and 
knights to embrace this.fcandalous profeflion , under pain of infamy , or , 
what was more dreaded by thofe profligate wretches, of exile. The 
j tyrants allured them to dishonour by threats and rewards. Nero once 
produced, in the Arena, forty fenators and fixty knights. See Lipiius^ 
Saturnalia , 1. ii. c, 2. He has happily corrected a paiTage of Suetonius , 
in Nerone, c. 12. 

'7 Lipfius, 1. ii. c. 7, 8. Juvenal, in the eighth fatire , gives a 
picturefque defcription of thiscombaf. ' 

'* Hift. Auguib. p. 5o« Dion, 1. Ixxii. p. 1220. He received, for 
each time, decies, about 8000 1. fterling. 

'' Victor tells us , that Commodus only allowed his antagonifts a 
leaden weapon , dreading moft probably the confeqAences of their defpanr. 

^^ They were obliged to repeat fix hundred 'anti twenty>fix times « 
Paulus firft of the Secutors , etc. 

*^ Dion, 1. Ixxit. p. 1221. He fpeaks of his own bafeiiefs and danger. 

^^ He mixed however fome prudence with his courage , and pafled 
the greateil part of hid time in a country retirement ; alleging his 
advanced age, and the weakneCs of his eyes. ,, I never f^w him in 
„ the fenate , fays Dion , except during the short reign of Pertinax. '* 
All his infirmities had fuddenly left him» and they returned as fuddenly 
upon the murder of that excellent prince. Dion , 1. Ixxiii. p. 1227^ 

^* The prefects were changed almoft hourly or daily ; and the 
caprice of Commodus was often fatal to his moll favourite chamberlains. 
Hift, Auguft. p. 46. ^». . 

^^ Dion, 1. Ixxii. p. 1222. Herodian 1 1.1. p. 43- Hift. Auguft. p. %%, 

^' Pertinax was a native of Alba Pompeia >. in Piedmont, and fon 
of a timber-merchant. The order of his employments (it is marked 
by Capitolinus ) well deferves to be fet down, as expreflive of the form ^ 
of government and manners of the age. i. He was a centurion. 

2. Prxfect of a cohort in Syria , in the Parthian war , and in Britain. 

3. He obtained an Ala , or fquadron of horfe , in Mxfia. 4. He was 
•commifiary of provifions on the JEmilian way. %. He commanded the 
fleet upon the Rhine. 6.' He was procurator of Dacia, with a falary of 
about i6po 1. a year. 7. He commanded the Veterans of a legion. 
8. He obtained the rank of fenator. 9. Of praetor. 10. With the com- 
mand of the firft legion in Rhaetia and Noricum. 11. He was conful 
about the year 17S. 12. He attended Marcus into the eaft. 13. He 
commanded an army on the Danube. 14. He was confular legate of 
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Mxfia. i^. Of Dacia; ^I6. Of Syria. i7. Of Britain. i8. He had the 
care of the public provifions at Rome.' 19. He was proconful of Africa. 
2d. Praefect of the city. Herodian (1. i. p. 48.) does juftice to > his 
difintereiled fpirit ; but Capitolinus , who collected every popular 
rumour , charges him with a great fortune acquired by bribery and 
corruption. 

^^ Julian , in the Csefars , taxes him with being accefTary to the death 
of Commodus. 

^^ Capitolinus gives us the particulars of thefe tumultuary votes 
which were moved by one fenator , and repeated , or rather chanted 
by the whole body. Hift Auguft. p. 52. 

** The fenate condemned Nero to be put to death mor€ tnajorum , 
Sueton. c. 49. 

♦• Dion (1. Ixxiii.p. 1223) fpeaks of thefe entertainments, as a fenator' 
who had fupped with the emperor ; Capitolinus (Hift. Auguft. p. ^8.), 
like a slave, who had received his intelligence from one of the fcullions.' 

'* DccUs, The blamelefs (economy of Pius left his fuocefibrs a^ 
treafure of vicies feptics millUs , above two and twenty millions fter- 
ling. Dion, 1. Ixxiii. p. 1231. , 

" Befides the delign of converting thefe ufelefs ornaments into money, 
Dion (1. Ixxiii. p. 1229) afiQgns two fccret motives of Pertinax. He 
wished to expofe the vices of Commodus , and to difcover by ch«. 
purchafers thofe who moft refembled him. 

^^ Though Capitolinus has picked 'up many idle tales of the private 
life ofPertinax, he joins with Dion and Herodian in admiring bis: 
public conduct. 

" Leges, rem furdam , inexorabilem eiTe. T. Liv. ii'. 3. 

'^ If we credit Capitolinus (which is rather difficult) , Falco behaved 
with the moft petulnnt indecency toPertinax > on the day of his acceflion. 
The wife emperor only admonished him of his youth and in experience. > 
Hift. Auguft p. 5S. 

'' The modern bishopric ot Liege. This foldier probably btlongedj 
to the Batavian horfe-guards , who were ntoftly rarfed in the dutchy of 
Gueldres and the neighbourhood, and were difiinguished by. their; 
valour, and by the boldnefs with whiuh they fwam their horfcs acrofs 
the broadeft and moft rapid rivers Tacit. Hift. iv. 12. Dion, I. Iv.. 
P- 797. Lipfius de magnitudine Romana , 1. i. c. 4. ' 

'* Dion, 1. Ixxiii. p. 1231. Herodian , 1* ii. p. 60. Hift. Auguft. p. ^8. 
Victor in Epitom. et in Caefarib. Eutropius, viii. i6, '% 
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CHAP. V. 



< They were originally nine or ten tbourand men (for Tacitus and 
Dion are not agreed upon the fubject ) , divided into as many cohorts. 
VitelliHs increafeb them to fixteen thoufand , and as far as we can 
learn from infcripdons , they never afterwards funk much below that 
number. See Lipfius de magnitudine Roman&, i. 4. 

* Sueton. in Auguft. c. 49* 

' Tacit. Annal. iv. a. Sueton. in Tiber, c. 37. Dion Caflius» !• hiiu 
p. 867. 

^ In the civil war between Yitellius and Vefpafian , the Praetorian 
camp was attacked and defended with all the machines ufed in the 
liege of the beft fortified cities. Tacit. Hiil. iii. 84. 

' Clofe to the walls of the city , on the broad fummit of the Qui* 
final and Viminal hills. See Nardini Roma Antica , p. 174. Donatus 
de Roma Antigua , p. 46« 

^ Claudius, raifed by the foldiers to the empire, was the firft who^ 
fave a donative. He gave ^uina dcna , 120 1. (Sueton. in Claud, c. 10. > 
when Mareus , w;ith his colleague Lucius Verus , took quiet poiTelfioii 
of the throne , he gave yicena , 1 60 1. to each of the guards. Hifi. 
Auguft. p. ^5. (Dion, 1. Ixxiii. p. 1231.) "We may form.fome idea of 
the amount of thefe fums , by Hadrian's complaint , that the promo, 
tion of a CseGir had 00ft him ter milUts ^ two millions and a half 
fierling. , 

7 Cicero deLe|ibus, iii; 3. The firft book of Livy, and the fecond 
of Dionyfius of Halicamafitis , shew the authority of the people , even 
in the election of the kings. 

* They were originally recruited in Latium » Etruria , and the old 
colonies. (Tacit. Annal. iv. %,) The emperor Otho compliments their 
canity, with the flattering titles ofltaliie Alumni, Romana vere jnven* 
lus. Tacit. Hift. i. 84* 

* In the fiege of Rome by the Gauls. See Livy , v. 48. Plutarch, 
in Camill. p. 143- 

'* Dion, I. Ixxiii. p. 1234* Herodian , 1. ii. p. 63. Hift. Auguft. p. 60. 
Though the three hlftorians agree that it was in fact an auction , Herodiax 
alone affirms , that it was proclaimed as fuch by the foldiers. 

" Spartianus foftens the moft odious parts of the character and 
elevation of Julian. 

'^ Dion Caifius, at that time praetor, had been a perfonal enemy to 
Julian , 1. Ixxiii. p. 123s. 

'3 Hift. Auguft. p. 61. V^e learn from thence one curious dr. 
cumftance, that the new emperor, whatever had been his birth, was 
immediately aggregated to the number of Patrician families. 

*^ Dion, 1. Ixxiii p. 123^- Hift. Auguft. p. 61. I have endeavoured 
to blsnd into one confiftejit ftory tbe feeming contradictions of the 
two writers. 
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'^ Dion, U Ixxiii. p. 12%^ » 

^* The Foftfaumian and the Cejonian ; the former of whom was 
raifed to the confuUhip hi the fifth year after its inftitution. 

^^ Spartianus, in his undigefted collections, mixes up all the vir- 
tues and all the vices that enter into the human compofition , and 
l»eftows them on the fame object. Such, indeed , are many of the 
characters in the Auguftan Hiftory. 

*« Hift. Auguft. p. 80. 84. 

*' Pertinax , who governed Britain a few years before » had been 
left for dead , in a mutiny of the foldiers. Hift. Auguft. p. 54. Yet 
they loved and regretted him; admirantibus earn virtu tern cui irafce-- 
liantur. 

*• $ueton. in Galb. <S, lo. 

*» pift. Auguft. p. 16. 

^^ Herod. 1. ii. p. 68. The chronicle of John M aHla , of Antioch ; 
shews thei zealous attachment of his countrymen to thefe feftivals 9 
which at once gratified their fuperftition « and their love of pleafure. 

^3 A king of Thebes » in Egypt, is mentioned in the Auguftan 
Hiftory , as an ally ,' and » indeed > as a perfonal friend of Niger. If 
Spartianus is not , as I ftrongly fufpeot , miftaken , he has brought to 
light a dynafty of tributary princes totally unknown to hiftory. 

** Dion , 1. Ixxiii. p. 1238. Herod. 1. ii. p. 67. A verfe in' every 
one*s mouth at that time * feems to expreis the general opinion of the 
three rivals ; Optimus eft Niger ^ bonus Aftr^ peifimus Alhus, Hift. 
Auguft. V'Ti- 

»* Herodian, 1. ii. p. 71. 

^^ See an account of that memorable war in Velleius Faterculus » 
ii. no, etc* who ferved in the army of Tiberius* 

^7 Such is the reflection of Herodian , 1. ii» p. 74* 'Will the modern 
Auftrians allow the influence? 

^' In the letter to Albinus , already mentioned , Commodus accuies 
Severus , as one of the ambitious generals who cenfiired his conduct, 
and wished to occupy his place. Hiift. Auguft* p. 80, 

^' Pannonia was too poor to fupply fuch a fum. It was probably 
promifed in the camp , and paid at Rome , after the victory. In fixing 
the fum , I have adopted the conjecture of Caiaubon. See Hift. Auguft. 
p. 66* Comment, p. 115. 

^^ Herodian, 1. ii. p. 78. Severus was declared emperor on the ban]f:s 
of the Danube « either at Carnuntum , according to Spartianus ( HXt 
-< Auguft. p. 65. ) , or elfe at Sabaria , according to Victor. Mr. Hume , 
in fuppofing that the birth and dignity of Severus were too much 
inferior to the Imperial crown, and that he marched into Italy as general 
only , has not confidered this tranfaction with his ufual accuracy (EfTay 
en the original contract) 

'* Velleiys Pateroulus , I. iL c. 3. "We muft reckon the march frim 
the neareft verge of Pannonia , and extend the fight of the city as fur 
as two hundred miles. 
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^* This is not a puerile figure of rhetoric , but an' allnlion to a real 
fact recorded by Dion, 1. Ixxi. p. Ii8i. It probably happened mor« 
than once: 

'' Dion, 1. Ixxiii. p. 12^3. Hcrodian, 1. ii. p. 8i. There is no Hirer 
proof of the military skill of the Romans , than their firft furmoonting 
the idle terror, and afterwards difdaiiiing the dangerous ufe , of ele- 
phants in war. 

5* Hlft. Auguft. p. 611, <53. 

'^ Victor and Eutropius , viii. IT* mention a combat near theMilviart 
bridge , the Ponte MolU , unknown to the better and more ancient 
■writers. 

'* Dion, 1. Ixxiii. p. I340. Herodian , 1. ii. p. 83. Hid. Auguft. p.63« 

3' From thefe iixty.fix days , we mufl firft deduct fixteen, as Per- 
tinax was murdered on the 28th of March, and Severus moft probably 
elected on the 13th of April (feeHift. Auguft. p. 6^. and Tillemont , 
Hift. des Empereurs,' torn. iii. p. 393- Note ?•) ^e cannot allow Icfs 
than ten days after his election, to put a numerous army in motion. 
Forty days remain for this rapid march , and as we may compute 
about eight hundred miles from Rome to the neighbourhood of Vienna « 
the armV of Severus marched twen.ty miles every day , without halt 
or intermiilion. 

»» Dion (1. Ixxiv. p. 124T. ) Herodian, 1. ii. p. 84. ^ 

^' Dion (1. Ixxiv. p. 12440, who affifted at the ceremony as a fenitor. 
^ves a moft pompous defcription of it. 
, *• Herodian, 1. iii. p. 112. 

"♦' Though it is not, moft affuredly, the intention of Lucan, to exalt 
the charactet of Csefar, yet the idea he gives of that hero, in the tenth 
book of the Pharfalia, where he defcribes him, at the fame time, making 
love to Cleopatra, fuftaining a fiege againft the power of Egypt, and con- 
verftug wich the fages of the country, is, in reality, the nobleft panegyric. 

♦* Reckoning from his election , April 13 , I93 » to the death of | 

ATbinus, February 19, 197. See Tillemont's Chronology. I 

♦' Herodian , 1. ii. p. 8S. j 

♦♦ Whilft Severus was very dangerously ill , it was induftriously given 
out, that he intended to appoint Niger and Albinus his fiicceflTors. As 
he could not be iincere with refpect to both , he m4ghe not be fo with 
regard to either. Yet Severus carried his hypocrifV fo ^^r* as to prefels 
that intention in the memoirs Of his own life. 
- »» Hift. Auguft p. 6^. 

** This practice , invented by Cemmodus , proved very ufeful to 
Severus. He found , at Rome , the children of many of the principal 
adherents of his rivals ; and he employed them more than once te 
intimidate, of feduce, the parents. 

♦7 Herodian, 1. iii. p. 96. Hift. Auguft. p. <?7v 68. 

^" Hift. Auguft. p^ 84* Spartianus has inferted this curious letter at 
fall length. 

** Confttlt J 

I 
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'** Confult the third book of Herodian » and the feventy-rourtH book 
fif Dion Cafiius. 

^'^ Di6ii, i: ixx^; p; usd. 

^^ Dion , 1. Ixxv. p. 1261. Herodiari, L Hi. t>. tio. Hift. Auguif; 
p. €S. The battle was fought in the plain of Tirevoux , three or {oiii 
leagues from Lyons. See Tillemoiit, torn. iii. p. 406. Note 18. 

'^ Montefquieu , Coafiderations fur Ik Grandeur et la D^caderice dti 
Ramsfin^, e* iii, 

'3 Moft of thefei ^s may be tup|fofed » were fmall o^en veiTels ( 
Ibifie,. however , tvefe gallies of two » and 3 few of three' ranks of oar$J 

'^ The engineer's name watt Prifcus. Kis skill faved his life , and 
he was taken into the fervice of the conqueror. For the particular 
fiitts of the fiege corffult Dion Caifius [i. IkXvJ p. 1251*) • and He- 
rodisn (1. iii. pt-9i-, ^ for the theory of it, the fanciful chevalier d^ 
Folard. maf be looked fiito. See Polyb'e , toni. i. p. 7« 

^' Notwithftanding the authority of Spartianus and fome moderz^ 
Greeks , we may be alTured from Dion and Herodian , that Byzaif« 
tium, mainy years after the death of Severtis , lay in ruins.' 

5* Dion , 1. Ixxiv. p. il^b.' • ^ 

'7 t)ion (I. Ixxv. p. 1264.); only 29 {enators are mentioned by 
him , but 41 are named in the Auguftan Hiftory , p. 69. among whom 
were fix of the name of Pefcennius. Herodian. (I. Hi. ^. ii^.) freaks 
in general of the cruelties of Severus* 

V Aufelius Victor; 

*• Dion, 1. Ixxvi. p. 127** Hift. Augirft* p. «^ Sevetui celebrated 
the fecular garnet with ex tf siordi nary magnificence , and he left in thti 
public granaries a provifion of corn for feven years j at the rate of 
7SiOOO modii, or ahout 2^<id quarters p^r day." I am perfnaded, that 
the g^aiiaries of Sevetus were fnpplied for a long term ; but I ani 
not Yefs perfuaded , that policy on 6n'e hand ,' and stdmiration on thtf 
other, fhag^ified the hoard far beyond its true contents.' 

'** See Spanheim's treatife of ancient medals , the Infctiptfons , and 
bur learned travellers Spon and Wheeler , Shaw, P6 cock, etc. who,' 
in Africa, Greece, and Ada, haVe fourid mo're m'o|iuments of Severiis^ 
than of stny othef Roman emperor whatfoi^vtir. 

^' He carried his victorious arms to Seleucift alid Ctefiphon , the 
capitals of the Parthian moUa'rdhy. I shall ha'Ve occaiion to i^'ention 
this war in its pi^dper plaH. ^ 

^^ Etiam in Britannis i wsts bis own juil iind emphatic exprefiiotf; 
Hift/ Auguft. 73. 

^3 Herodian , 1. iii. p. II<. Hift. AUglift. p. 68. 

'^ Upon, the infolence and privileges of the fbldfers , tha l^tH 
fatire , fstfely afcribed to Juvenal , may be confulted ; tlie ftyie and 
circumftances of it would induce me to believe » that it was compofti. 
under the reigil of Severus , or that of his fon/ 

*? Hift. Auglift. p. 71. 

Vol. L Cf 
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** Herodian, 1. iii. p. i^r^ 

•7 Dion, I. IxKiv', p. 1143. 

** One of his moft daring and wanton acts of power , wai tiitf 
taftratk)n of an hundred frteRomans, fome of them martied men, and 
even fathers of families ; merely that his daughter, on her marriag^ 
with the young emperor , might be attended by a train of eunuchs 
worthy of an Eaftern queen. Dion , \ Ixxvi. p. 127,1* 

*• Dion, 1. Ixxvi. p 1274. Herodian, \ iii. p. 122. 129. The gram* 
marian of Alexandria feems , as it is not unufual , much better 
acquainted with this myileri^w; tranfaction^ and more aflured of the 
yuilt of PUutianus , than t^e Roman l^nator ventures to be. 

7® Appian , in Proem,. 

71 Dion Caffius feems..tp have writtea with no other view, than to 
form thefe opinions into an hiftorical fyftem. The Pandects will shew 
how affiduously the lawyers , oh their fide., laboured in the caufe of 
^prerogative; , ^ ' 



CHAP, y i; 



^ Hift. Auguft. p. 7t* JL, Oinnia fui et nihil cxpedit. ,; 

* Dion Caffius , 1. Ixxvi. p. 1284. 

' About the year 186 , M de Tilleinont is miferably embarraffed 
with a paflage of Dion, in which the emprefs.Fauftina , who died iri 
the year 17^, is introduced as having Contributed to the marriage of 
Severus and jviia (1. Jxxiv. p. 1243*) The le^rne^ xompiler forgot » 
that Dion is relating, not a real fact, but a dream of Severus •, and 
dreams are circumfcribed to no limits of time or i^ace. Did M. de 
Tillemont imagine that marriages were confummattd in the temple of 
Venus at Rome ? Hiib. des Empereurs, torn. iii. p. 389. Mote 6* 
■^ Hift AukTuft p <5S. 

' Hift. Auguft. p. 8^i 

f Dion Caflius « 1. Ixxvii. p. 1304. I3i4. 

7 See aDiflertation of Menage, at the end 0^ his edition o^Didgeiiei 
iaertius , de Foeminis Philofophis. 

' Dion, I. Ixyvi. p. 128s. Aurelius Victor. 

* Bailianu^ was his firft name, as it ha#beeh that of his maternal 
grandfather. During his reign he aflumed the appellation of Antoninus, 
which is employed by lawyers and ancient hiftorians. After his deaths 
the public indignation loaded him whh the nick.names of Tarantus 
and.Caracalla. The firft was borrowed from a celebrated Gladiator , 
the* fecond from a long Gallic guwn which he diftributed to the people 
Of Ronie. 

'^ The elevation ofCaracalla is fixed by the accurate M. de Tillemont 
to the year 198 : the aifociation of Geta to the year 208, 
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»* Herodian, 1. iii. p. 136. The lives ofCaracalla andGeta, in thd 
Au^uHan Hiftory 

'* Dion, I. Ixxvi; p. 1280, etr: Herodian, 1» iii. p. 132, etc. 

*' Ofiian's Poems, vol; i. p. 17s. 

"* Thru tHe Caracul of OiTian is the Caracalla of the Rdman Hiilory^ 
is , perhaps, the only point of British antiquity in v/hich Mr. MacpherVon 
and Mr. Whitaktr are of the fame opinion; and yet the opinion is not 
ivithoiit difficulty; In the Caledonian War , the foil of Severus was 
, known only by the appellation of Antoninus ; and it may feem ftrange, 
that the Highland bard should defcribe him by a nick- name , in* 
vented four years afterwards,- fcarcely ufed by the Romans till after 
the death Of that emperor « and feldoni employed by the moii ancient 
hiftorians. See Dion , 1; l^xvii. p. 1317. Hift. Auguft. p. 89. Aurel* 
Victor. Rufeb. in Chron. ad ann. 214. 

'5 Dion, 1. Ixxvi. p. 1282. Hift. Auguft; p. 71. Aurel. Victor. 

'* Dion , 1. Ixxvi p. T28J. Hift. Auguft p. 89. 

'7 Dion , i. Ijcxvi p. T284. Herodian » 1. iii. p. 13s. 

'■ Mr. Hume is juftly furprifed at a pafTagc of Herodian Cl; iv; 
p. 1,39- ) , who , on this occafion ; i'eprefents the Imperial palace , at 
equal in extent to the reft of Rome. The whole region of the Pala* 
tine Mount on which it Was built, occupied, at moft, a circumference 
of eleven or twelve thoufand feet fSee tht l^titia and Victor ^ iii 
Nardini's Roma Antica. ) But we should recollect thSit the opulent 
fenatorsi had almoft furrounded tlie city with their extenfive gardens 
and fuburb palaces , the greateft'part of which had been gradually 
eonfifcated b^ the emperors. If Geta refided in the gardens that bore 
his name on the Janiculum; and if Caracalla inhabited the gardens t>{ 
Maecenas oh the Efqueline, the rival brothers were fepalrated from each 
other by the diftance of feveral miles ; and yet the intermediate fpace 
was filled by the Irtiperial gardens of Salloft, of Lucullus, ofAgrippa, 
ofDomitian, of Caius « etc. all skirting .round th^ city, and all con* 
Jiected with each other , and with the palace , by bridges thrown over 
the Tiber and the ft^eets. But ^his explanation of Herodian wbuldi 
require , though it ill deferves , sL particular dzftertation , illaftrated by 
i msfp of ancient Rome. 

'• Herodian, I; iv. p. 139. ^ 

** Herodian, 1. iv. p. 144^ 

*' Caracalla Confecrated, in the itmple of Serapis, the fword, witft 
Which, as he boafted, he had slain his broclter Geta. Dion, 1. Ixxvii^ 
p. 1307. ^ ' ^ . 

^* 'Herodian, 1. iv. p. T47. In every Roman camp there was a fmall 
chapel near the head - quarters , in which the ftatyes of the tutelar 
deities were preferved and adored ; and we ma^p remark , that the 
eagles', and other military enflgns , were in .tbe firft rank of tlxefe 
deities : an excellent ififtitution , which coivfirmed difcipline by the 
fanction of religion. See LipUus de Militia Rmiatia, iv. ^« v< 3* 

C G 3 
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»» Herodian* 1. iv. p. 1*8* Dion , L \x%in\. f. 1189- 

^^ Geta was placed among tbe gods. Sit dints , dum Bon fit rhrms; 
faid his brother. Hift. Anguft. p. 911 Some marks of Gcts*s con- 
ieeration are ftill found npon medals. 

«» Dion , I. Ixxvii. p. 1307. 

** Dion, 1. Ixxvii. p. 1290. Herodiah, I. iv. p. Ito. Dion (1^.1298.) 
fays , that tbe comic poets no longer dnrft employ the name oT Geta 
in their plays , and that the eftates of thofe w^o mentioned it in their 
teftaments, were confifcatcd. 

27 Caracalla had afliimed the names of feveral conqnertd nations ; 
Pertinax obferved , that the name of Gtticut (he had obtained fome 
advantage of tbe Goths or Getae) wonld.be a proper addition to 
Farthicus, Alemannicns, etc. Hift. Auguft. p. 89. 

*» Dion, I. Ixxvii. p. 1291. He was probably defcendcd from Hcl- 
▼idins Prifms , and Thrafea Paetus , thofe patriots whofc firm , but 
ufelels and unfeafonable virtue , has been immortalized by Tacitus; 

^* It is faid that Papinian Was hituTelf a relation of the efaipieis Jlilia«r 

'• Tacit. Annal; xiv: iii 

5» Hift. Augilft. p. 88. 

'* With regard to Papinian , £ee Heiiieccilis^s Hiftoria Jaris Roman! «. 
I; 330 i etc. 

3' Tiberius and D^'mitian never moved from the neighbourhood of 
Rome. Nero made a short journey into Greece. „ Et laudatonim Prin- 
cipum uftis ex aequo quamvis procul agentibus. Ssevi proximis ingruunt^;» 
Tacit. Hift. iv. IS- 

'* Dion , 1. Ixxvii. p. Ii94. 

»* Dion, 1. Ixxvii. p. 1307. Hfetodian , I. iv. p: i?8. The former 
reprefents it as a cruel maflacre , the latter as a perfidious one too. 
It feems probable ; that the Alexandrians had irriuted the tyrant by 
their railleries , and perhaps by their tumults. 

»* Dion , 1. Ixxvii. p. 1296. 

5' Dion , 1. Ixxvi. p. i»84. Mr. Wotton '^Hift. of Rome* p. 33a) 
ful^ects that this maxim was invented by Caracalla himfelf, and 
attributed to his father; 

3« Dion (1. Ixxviii. p. 1343.) inform^ us, that the extraordinary 
gifts of Caracalla to the army amounted annually to feyenty millions 
of drachmae (about two millions three hundred alid fifty thoufand 
pounds.) There is another paflage itt Dion ^ concerning the military 
pay , infinitely curious ; were it ni»t obfcure , imperfect , and probably 
corrupt. The beft fenfe feems to be, that the Praetorian gi^ards 
teceived twelve hundred and fifty drachmae (forty pounds) a year 
(Dion, 1. Ixxvii. p. I307.). Under the reign of Auguftus , they were 
paid at the rate of two drachmae, or denarii., per day, 720 a year 
(Tacit; Annal. i. 17.;. Domitian , who increased the foldiers pay one 
fourth, muft have raifed the Praetorians to 960 drachmae (Gronovius 
de Peeunift Veteri, 1. iti. c. 2.;. Thefe fucceifive augmentations ruiA«d 
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tbe empire , for , with the foldiers pay , their numbers too were in- 
creafed. We have feeu the Praetorians alone increafed from 10,000 t9 
50,000 men. f 

'• Dion, 1. Ixxviij. p. 1312. Herodian , 1. iv. p. i<J8. 

^** The fondnefs of Caracalla for the name and enfigns of Alexander, 
is flill perferved on the medals of that emperor. See Spanheim, de 
Ufu Numifmatum , Diflertat. xii. Herodian (1. iv. p. ts4') had feeu 
▼ery ridiculous pictures , in which a figure was drawn , with one fide 
of the face like Alexander, and the other like Caracalla. 

'^' Herodian , 1. iv. p. T69. Hift. Augufti p. 94. 

^* Dion , il. Ixxviii. p. i3SO. Elagabalus reproached his predeceHTor, 
with daring to feat himfelf on the throne ; though , as Praetorian 
Fraefect , he could not have been admitted into the fen ate after the 
voice of the <;ryer had cleared the houfe. The perfonal favour of Plau- 
tianus and Sejanus had broke through the eftablished rule. They rofe 
indeed from the equeilrian order ; but they preferved the praefecture 
with the rank of fenator « and even with the confulship. 

^"^ He was a native of Cxfarea, in Numidia, and began his fortune 
by ferving in the houfehold of Flautian , from whofe ruin he narrowly 
eicaped. His enemies aiferted , that he was born a slave, and had 
exercifed, among other infamous profeflions , that of Gladiator. The . 
iashion of afperfing the birth and condition of an adverfary, feems tQ 
liave lailed from the time of the Greek orators , to the learned gram* 
marians of the laft age. 

' ^^ Both Dion and Herodian fpeak of the virtues and vices of Ma« 
crinus , with candour and impartiality ; but the author of his life \ in 
the Auguilan Hiflory , feems to have implicitly copied fome of the venal 
writers , employed by Elagabalus , to blacken the memory of hit 
predeceflTor. 

♦' Dion , 1. Ixxviii. p. i33<?. The fenfe of th? author is as clear as 
the intention of the emperor y but M. Wotton has miftaken both, 
by undeirftanding the diftinc tion , not of veterans and recruits , but of 
old and new legions. Hiftory of Rome , p. 347. 

** Dion, 1. Ixxviii. p. I330. The abridgment of Xiphilin , though 
lefs particular , is in this place clearer than the original. 

^^ According to Lampridius (Hifl.Auguft. p. I35*) Alexander Severus 
lived twenty-nine years , three months , and feven days. As he was 
killed March 19 , ^%% , he was born December 12, 20^, and was con- 
fequently about this time thirteen years old , as bis elder coufin might 
be about feventeen. This computation fuits much better the hiftory 
of the young princes, than that of Herodian t\. v. p. i8i.>, who re- 
prefents them as three years younger; whilft., by an oppolite error of 
chronology , he lengthens the reign of Elagabalus two years beyond its 
real duration. For the particulars of the confpiracy , fee Dion , 
1. Ixxviii. p* 1339. Herodian, 1. v. p. 184. 

** By a moil dangerous proclamation of the pretended Antontnut, 
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wery foldier who brought in his oiiicer*s head , became entitled t^- 
bis private eftate, as well as to his military commiifion. 

^' Dion , I. Ixxviii. p. i34S;. Iferodian , 1. v. p. 186. The battle 
was fought near the village of Immae^ about two and twenty miles 
from Antioch. 

5° Dion , 1. Ixxix. p. i3?o. 

'' Dion , 1. Ixxix. p. 1.363. Herodian , 1. v. p. 1S9. 

'^ This name is derived by the learned from two Syriac words , 
Eta a God , and Gaba/ .to form , the forming , or plaltic God , a. 
proper , and even happy epithet fo|: the Sun. Wotton's Hiftory of 
Komc , p 378. 

^^ Herodian , 1. v. p. 190. 

'^ He broke into the fam tuary of Vefta , and carried away a ftatue, 
which he iuppofed to be the Palladium; but the veftals boafted, that> 
by a pious fraud , they had impofed a counterfeit im^ge on the pro- 
fane intruder Hiit Augult. p. 103. 

'' Dion, 1 Ixxix. p. 1360. Herodian, 1. v. p. 193- The fubjects 
pi the empire were obliged to make liberal prefents to the new-mairied 
couple ; and whatever they had promifed during the life of Elaga- 
balus , was carefully exacted under the adminiftration of Mamxa 

^^ The invention of a new iauce was liberally rewarded; but if it 
was not relished^, the inventor was confined to eat of nothing elfe , 
till he had difcovered another more agreeable to the Imperial palat^. 
Hift> Auguft. p. lit. _ 

'^ He never would eat fea-fish except at a great diftance from the 
{ea ; he then would diftribute vaft quantities of the rareil forts , 
brought at an immenfe expence , to the peafants of the inland country* 
Hiil. Aii^. p. 109. 

5" Dion , 1. Ixxix. p. 13^8. Herodian , 1. v. p. 192. 
' '' Hierocles eqjoyed that honour; but he would have been fup- 
|>lanted by one Zoticus , h^d he not concrived , by a potion , to ener* 
vate the pow«;rs uf his rival, who beii^g found 0|i tri^l unequal ta 
bis reputation , was driven with ignominy from the palace. Dion , 
]. Ixxix^ p. 13^3. I3M A dancer was made prsefect of the city, a 
charioteer prefect of the watch , a barber prefect of the provifions, 
Thefe three minifters , with many inferior officers , were all recom« 
mended , cnormitafc mcmbrorum. Hift. Augiill. p. 10^. 

'^ Even the credulous compiler of his life , in the Au^uftan hiftory 
(p. Ill ) , is inclined to fufpect that his vices may have been exag- 
gerated. 

** Dion , 1 Ixxix. p. 13651. Herodian , J. v. p. 19s — aor. Hift. 
Auguft. p. 10^. The laft of the three hiftoridns feems to have foU 
lowed the beft authors ia his account of the revolution. 

'^ The aera of the death of Elagabalus , and of the acceilion of 
Alexander^ has employed the learning and ingenuity of Pagi , Tille* 
tnont « Valfecchi , Vignoli » and Torre bishop of Adria* The queftiooi 
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l« moft afTuredly intricate ; but I ilill adhere to the authority of Dion ; 
the truth of whofe calculation*! is undeniable, and the purity of who£^ 
text Is JnlliHed by the agreement ofXiphilin, Zonaras, and Cedrenus. 
Elagabalus reigned three years, nine months, and four days , from 
his vicrory over Macrinus, and was killed March lo, 222. But what 
shall we reply to the medals, undoubtedly genuine, which reckon the 
fifth year of his tribunitian power ? V^e shall reply with the learned 
Valfecchi , that the ufurpation of Macrinus was annihilated , and tfiat 
the fon of Caracalla dated his reigo from his father's death. Afte« 
Tefolving this great difticjilty , the fmaller knots of this queftion may 
he eafily untied , or cut afunder. 

*3 Hift. Au'^uft. p. H4. By this unufual precipitatioq , the fenate 
ineant to confound the hopes of pretenders , and prevent the factions 
jof the armies. 

^* Metellus Numidicus , the cenfor , a- knowledged to the Romai| 
people , in a public oration , that had kind Nature allowed* us to exift 
without the help of women , we should be delivered from a very 
troublefome companion ; and he cuuld recorpmend matrimony , only 
as the facrifice of private pleafure to public duty. Aulus Gellius , i. ^* 

^' Tacit. Annal. xiii. S. 

** Hilt, Attguft. p 102. 107. 

*7 Dion., 1. Ixxx. p. 1369 Herodian , 1. vi, p. 206. Hift. Auguft, 
p. 131. Herodian reprefents the Patricians as innocent. The Auguftas 
Hiftory , on the authority of Dexippus, condemns him , as guilty of 
a conCpiracy againft the life of Alexander. It is impoilible to pronounce 
between them : but Dion is an irreproachable witnefs of the jealoufy 
and cruelty of Mamsea toward the young emprefs ; whofe hard fate 
Alexander lamented, but durft not oppofe. 

** Herodian, 1. vi. p. 203. Hift. Auguft. p. 119. The latter infiriuates, 
that when any law was to be pafTed , the council was aflifif d by a 
number of able lawyers and experienc\;d fenators , whofe opinions 
were feparately given , and taken down in writing. 

** See his life in the Auguftan Hiftory. The undifttnguishing com- 
piler has buried thefe interefting anecdotes under a load of trivial and 
unmeaning circumftances. 

7« See the 13th Satire of Juvenal. 

71 Hift. Auguft. p. XT9. 

"y* See in the Hift. Auguft. p. iitf , iir , the whol? conteft between 
* Alexander and the fenate, extracted from the journals of that alTembly. 
It happened on the fixth of March , probably of the year 223 , whes 
the Romans had enjoyed , almoft a twelvemonth , the bleflings of his 
reign. Before the appellntion of Antoninus was offered hitn as a title 
of honour , the fenate waited to (ec whether Alexander would not 
j^iTume it , as a family name. 

7 3 |c was a favourite faying of the emperor's , Se militcs magi$ 
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lervare, qvam feipfom ; quod ialus pnblica in his effet. Hift. Ans:aJfc. 
p- 130. 

7* Though the author of the life of Alexander (Hift. Anguft. p. T32.> 
inentlofls the fedition raifed againft Ulpiaa by the foldiers , he con- 
jceals the cataftrophe , as it might difcover a weaknefit in the admi- 
nifiration of his hero. From this dtfigned oniiflion , We inay judge of 
the weight and candpur of that author. 1 

' 7' For an account of Ulpian's fate and his own danger , fiee ther 
pnutilated conclufion of Dion*s Hiftory , 1. laut. p. I37i* ' ' 
' 7' Annot. Weimar; ad Dion Caffius , L Ixxx. p. 1369. 

77 Julius Cxfar had appeafed a fedition with the fame word Qmrites i 
which thus oppofed to Soldiers, was ufed in a fenfe of contempt , and. 
Reduced the offenders to the leis honourable condition of mere citizens. 
Tacit. Annal. i. 43' 
'7« Hift. Auguft. p. 13a. 

7* From the Metelli. Hift. Auguft. p. T19. The choice was iudictons. 
In one short period of twelve years , the Metelli could reckon fevea 
confulships and five triumphs. See Velleius Faterculus, ii. 11. and the 
Fafti. 

**^ The life of Alexander , in the Augnftan Hiftory , is the mere idea 
of a perfect prince , an awkward imitation of the Cyropagdia. The 
jtccount of his reign , as given by Herbdian , is rational and moderiite, 
confiftfent with the general hiftory of the age; and, in fome of the 
tnoft invidious particulars , confirmed by the decifive fragments of 
Dion. Yet from a very paltry prejudice, the greater number of our 
modern writers abufe Herodian , and copy the Auguftan Hiftory. See 
MeiT. de Tillemont and Wotton. From the oppofite prejudice , the 
emperor Julian (in Cxfarib. p. 3tS.> dwells with a vifible fatisfactioh 
on the effeminate weakn^fs of the Synan , and the ridiculous avarice 
bf his mother. 

^ "According to the more accurate Dionyfius , ' the city itfelf was 
only an hundred ftadia, or twelve miles and a half from Rome; though 
fome out-pofts might be advanced farthet* on the fide of £truria. Nardini, 
in a pfofelTed treatise' , has combated the popular Opinion and thf 
authority of two popes , and has removed Vdi from Civita Caftellana » 
to a little fpot called Ifola, in the midway between Rome and the 
lake Bracciano. 

' '* See the 4th and sth books of Livy. In the Roman Cenfus , pro- 
perty, power, and taxation , Were commenfurate with each other. 
« *' Plih. Hift. Natur. 1. xxxiii. c. %, Cicero de Oific. ii. 22. Plutarch, 
in F. «mil. p. a??. 

*^ See a fine defeription of this accumulated wealth of ages , iii 
Lucan*s Pharf. l.jii.' v. t^% , etc. 

*< Tacit, in Annal. i. 11. It feems to have exifted in the time of 
Appian.' 

*' Plutarch, in Pompeio , p. 64^. 
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'' Strabo, I. xvii. p. 798. 

88 veiieius Paterculus , 1. ii. c. 39. he feems to ^ve the preference 
to the revenue of Gaul. 

''The Euboic , the Phoenician , and Alexandrian talents , were 
double in weight to the Attic. See Hooper of ancient weights and 
meaftires , p. iv. c. 5. It is very probable , that the fame talent was 
carried from Tyre to Carthage. 

•^ Polyb. 1. XV. c. 2. 

^' Appian in Punicis^, p. 84. 

•* Diodorus Sicalus , 1. v, Cadiz was built by the Phcenicians a 
little more than a thoufand years before Chrill. See Veil. Faterc. i. a. 

•' Strabo, I. iii. p. 148. 

•♦ Plin. Hift. Natur. 1. xxxiii. c. 3. He mentions likewife a filver 
mine 'in Dalmatia , that yielded every day fifty pounds to the ftate. 

♦5 Straho , 1. x.' p. 485. Tacit. Annal. iii. 69. and iv. 30. See in 
Tournefort (Voyages au Levant , Lettre viii.) a very lively picture of 
ihe actual mifery of Gyarus. 

*^ Lipfius de magnitudineRomani (1. ii. c. 3.} computes the revenue 
at one hundred and fifty millions of gold crowns ; but his whole 
book, though learned and ingenious, betrays a very heated imagination. 

*7 Tacit. Annal. xiii. 3*. 

<» See Pliny (Hift. Natur, 1. vi. c. 23. 1. xii. c. 18.) His obferva- 
tion , that the Indian commodities were fold at Rome at a hundred 
timds their original price, may give us fome notion of the produce of 
the cuftoms , ilnce that original price amounted to more than eight 
hundred thoufand pounds. ' ' 

'' The ancients were unacquainted with the art of cutting diamonds. 

'^'^ M. Bouchaud , in his treatife de Tlmpot chez les Romains, has 
tranfcribed this catalogue » from theDigell, and attempts to illuftrate 
it by a very prolix commentary. 

'**? Tacit Annal. i. 78 Two years afterwards , the reduction of 
the poor kingdom of Cappadocia gave Tiberius a pretence ^^for dimi- 
nishing the excife to one half ; but the relief was of very short du* 
Ration; 
*"»* Dion CafBus, 1. Iv. p. 794. 1. Ivi. p. 825. 

. '®^ The fum iis only fixed by conjecture. 

'^^ As the Roman law fublifted for many ages, the Cognati ,' or 
relations on the mother's fide , were not called to the fucceifion. This 
harsh inftitution was gradually undermined by humanity » and finally 
abolished by Jnftinfan. 

• **' Plin. Panegyric, c. 37. * 
'^^ See Heineccius in the Antiquit. Juris Roman!, I. ii. 
"7 Horat. 1. ii. Sat. v. Petron. c. Ii6, etc. Plin. 1. ii. Epift. 20. ' 
, '*9 Cicero in Philipp. ii. c. IC, 

**•• See' his epiftlesl Every fuch "Will gave him an oocafion of diC. 
playing his reverence to the dead , and ' his jiiftice to t^e living. He 
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reconciled both, in his behaviour to a fon who had been difinherited 
by bis mother (v. i.) 

''^ Tacit. Annal. xiii. 50. Efprit des Loix , 1. xii. c. 19. 

^'^ See Pliny's Panegyric , the Auguftan Hiftory , and Bvrmaii. de 
Vectigal. paifim. 

"^ The tributes T properly fo called) were not farmed; fince the 
good princes often remitted many millions of arrears. 

M^ The fituation of the new citizens is minutely defcribed by Pliny 
(Panegyric, c. 37 « 38 , 39). Trajan published a law very much in 
their favour, 

'*♦ Dion, 1. Ixxvii p. 1295;. 

*" He who paid tei? auiei ^ the ufual tribute, was charged with no 
more than the third part of an aureus , and proportional pieces of 
gold were coined by Alexander's order. Hift. Auguft. p. i^t» with the 
commentary of Salmafius. 

"^ Ste the lives of Agricola, Vefpaiian » Trajan, $evenis , and 
his tbtee competitQrs ; and indeed of all the eminent men of thof« 
times. 



CHAP. V I L 



* There had been no example of three fuccefiive generations on th(t 
throne ; only three inftances of Tons who fucceeded their fathers. The 
marriages of the Caefars ( notwithftanding the permiflion , and the 
frequent practice of divorces; were generally unfruitful. 

^ Hift. Auguft. p. 138. 

J nfft. Augifft. p. 140. Herodian , 1. vi. p. 223*^ Aurelius Victor. By 
comparing thefe authors, it should feem , that Maximin had the par« 
ticular command of the Triballian horfe , with the general comraiifion 
of difcipUning the recruits of the whole army. His Biographer ought 
to have marked , with more care , his exploits « and the fuccefiive 
fteps of his military promotions. 

f See the original letter of Alexander Severus. Hift. Ausnift* P- I49. 

' Hift Auguft. p. i^^. I have foftened fome of the moft improbable 
circumftances of this wretched biographer. From this ilUworded nar- 
ration, it should feem , that the princess buffoon having accidentally 
entered I ihe tent, and awakened the slumbering monarch, the fear of 
punishment urged him to perfuade the difaffected foldiers to commit 
the murder. 

* Herodian , I. vi. p. 223 — 227. 

7 Caligula, the eldeft of the four, was only twenty-five ye'ars oT 
^ge when he afcended the throne ; Caracalla was twenty^three , Coia^ 
modus iiiaeteen , and Nero no more than feventeen. 
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■ It appears that he was totally i«:norant of the Greek lanpruai^e ; 
which , from its univerfnl ufe in converfatioji and letters , was an 
(effential part of every liberal education. 

» Hift. Auguft. p. 141. Herodian, 1, vii. p. 237- The latter of thefe 
hiftorians has been moft unjuflly cenfured for fparing the vices of 
Maximin. 

'^ The wife of Maximin , by infinuatin'g wife counfels with female 
gentlenefs , fomeiimes brought back the tyraat to the way of truth and 
humanity. See Ammianus Marcellinus , 1. xiv. c. i. where he aliudes 
to the fact which he had more fully related under the reign of the 
Gordians. VTe may collect from the medals , that Paulina was the 
name of this benevolent emprefs i and from the title oiDiva^ that she 
died before Maximin. ( Valeiius ad loc. cit. Amniian. ) Spanheim de 
y. et p. N. torn. ii. p. 300. * 

''He was compared to Spartacus aud Athenio. Hift. Auguft. p. 141. 
'* Herodian, 1. vii. p. 23H. Zofim 1 i. p. is. 
'^ lu the fertile territory of Byzacium, one hundred and fifty miles 
to the fouth of Carthage. This city was decorated , probably by the 
Gordians , with the title of colony , and with a fine amphitheatre , 
which is ftill in a very perfect ftate^ See {tinerar, Wefleling, p. 59. 
and Shaw's Travels, p. 117* 

'♦ Herodian, 1. vii. p. 239. Hift. Auguft. p. 153. 
'5 Hift. Auguft. p. 152. The celebrated houfe of Pompey in carinis, 
was ufurped by Marc Antony , aud confequently became , after the 
Triumvir's death, a part of the Imperial domain. The emperor Trajan 
allowed and even encouraged the rich fenators to purchafe thofe magui- 
iicent and ufelefs palaces (Plin. Panegyric, c. so : and it may feem 
probable, that, on this occaiipn , Popipey's houfe came into the pof- 
feiliou of Gordian's great grandfather. 

^* The Claudian, the Numidian , the Caryftian ,, and the Synnadian. 
The colours of Roman marbles have been faintly defcribed and imper- 
fectly diftinguished* It appears , however , that the Caryftian was a 
fea green, and that the marble of Synnada was white mixed with oval 
fpots of purple. See Salmafius ad Hift. Auguft p. 164. 

'7 Hift. Auguft. p. IS I, 152. He fometimes gave five hundred pair 
of Gladiators , never lefs than one hundred and fifty.^ He once gave 
for the ufe of the Circus one hundred Sicilian , and as many Cappa- 
docian horfes. The animals defigned for hunting, were chiefly bears » 
boars , bulls , ftags, elks , wild affes , etc. Elephants and lions feem 
to hav^ been appropriated to Imperial magnificence. 

'^ See the original letter, in the Auguftan Hiftory, p. IS2 , which 
at once shews Alexander's refpect for the authority of the fenate , and 
his efteem for the prbconful appointed by that aflembly. 

'^ By each of his concubines, the younger Gordian left three or four 
children. His literary productions, though lefs numerous » were by no 
means contemptible. 
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*• Herodian, 1. vii. p. 243. Hift. Augufti p. 144. 

*^ Q,uod tamen patres dum periculofum exiftim^nt , inermes armato 
refiftere approbaverunt Aurelius Victor, 

** Even the fervants of the houfe , the {bribes , etc. were' excluded, 
and their office was filled by the fenators themfelves. We are oblig^ed 
to the Auguftan Hiftory , p. 159 , for preferving this curious example 
of the old difcipline of the commonwealth. 

*^ This fpirited fpeech , translated from the Auguftan hiftorian « 
p. 156, feems tranfcribed by him from the original regifters of the 
fenate. 

*♦ Herodian , 1. vii. p. 244. 

*^ Herodian, 1. vii. p. 247. 1. viii. p. 277. Hift. Auguft p. 1^6 — fS8. 

** Herodian, 1. vii. p. 2^4. H| ft. Auguft. p. 150— T60. V7e may 
obferve , that one month and fix days, for the re|?n of Gordian, is a 
juft correction of Cafaubon and Panvinius , inftead of the abfurd 
reading pf one year and fix months. See Comwentar. p. 193. Zofimus 
relates, 1. i. p. 17. that the two Gordians perished by a tempeft iii 
the midft of their navigation. A ftrange ignorance of hiftory , or a 
firange abufe of metaphors ! 

*^ See the Auguftan Hiftory, p. 16G. ft-om the regifters of the fenate; 
the date is confefTedly faulty , but ttie coincidence of the Apollinarian 
games enables us to correct it. 

*• He was defcended from Cornelius Balbns, a neble Spaniard, and 
the adopted fon of Theophanes the Greek hiftorian. Baibus obtained" 
" the freedom of Rome by the favour of Pompey , and preferved it by 
the eloquence of Cicero ( fee Orat. i^ro Cornel. Balbo. ) The friendship 
of Csefar (to whom he rendered the moft important fecret fervices in 
the civil war) raifed him to the confulship and the pontificate , 
honours never yet poffefled by a ftranger. 'The nephew of 'this Balbiis 
triumphed over the Garamantes. See Diction naire de Bayle au mot 
Baibus , where he diftinguishes the feveral perfons of that name^ and 
rectifies with his ufual accuracy, the miftakes of former writers con- 
cerning them. 

^' Zonaras , !• xii. p. 622. But little^ dependance is to be had on 
the authority of a modern Greek , fo grofsly ignorant of the hiilory 
of the third century , jtliat he creates feveral imaginary emperors , 
and confounds thofe who really exifted. 

3° Herodian , 1. vii. p. ^%6. fuppofes that the fenate was at firft 
convoked in the Capitol , and is very eloquent on the occafion. The 
Auguftan Hiftory, p. 116. feems much more authentic. 

'* In Herodian , 1. vii. p. 249. and in the Auguftan Hiftory , we 
have three feveral orations of Maximin to his army , on the rebellion 
of Africa and Rome : M. de Tillemont has very juftly obferved , that 
they neither agree with eacji other , nor with truth. Hiftoire des Em- 
pereurs, torn. iii. p. 799. 

^ The carelefifnefs of the writers of that age leaves us in a fingulaf 
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I»erp1<irity. T. yC^^ know that Maximifis and Balbinus were killed 
during the Capitollne gam«s. Herodian > 1. viii. p. 2S5. The authority 
of Cenfprinus (de Die Nataii, g. 18. J enables us to fix thofe games 
with certainty to the year 238*. but leaves us in ignorance of the month 
or day. a. The election of Gotdian by the fen ate , is fixed , with 
equal certainty » to the 27th of May ; but we are at a lofs to difcover, 
whether it was in the fame or the preceding year* Tillemont and 
Muratori , who maintain the two oppoiite opinions , bring into the 
field a defultory troop of authorities , conjectures and probabilities. 
The one feems to draw out , the other to contract the feries of 
events; between thofe periods, more than can be well reconciled to 
reafon and hiftory. Yet it is neceflary to chufe between them. 

^5 Velleius Paterculics , I. ii* c 24. The prefiden^ de Montefquieu 
(in his dialogue between Sylla and Eucrates) expreifes the fentiments 
of the dictator , in a fpirited and even a fiiblime manner. 

^^ Muratori ( /Innali d'ltalia, tom. ii p. 294*) thinks the melting of 
the fnows fuits better with the months of June or July , than with 
thofe of February. The opinion of a man who paffed his life between 
the Alps and the Appennines , is undoubtedly of great weight ; yet I 
obferve, 1. That the long winter , of which Muratori takes advantage ^ 
is to be found only in the Latin verfion , and not in the Greek text 
of Herodian* 2. That the viciflitude of funs and rains , to which the 
foldiers of Maximin were expofed (Herodian, 1. viii. p. 277. .denotes 
the fpring rather than the fummer. We may obferve likewjfe , that 
thefe feveral ftreams 4 as they melted into one, compofed theTimavus, 
fo poetically ( in every fenfe of the word) defcribed by Virgil. They 
are about twelve miles to the eaft of Aquileia. See Cluver. Italia Anti- 
qua , torn. i. p. 1R9. etc. 

^^ Herodian , 1. viii. p. 272. The Celtic deity was fuppofed to be 
Apollo , and received under that name the thanks of the fenate. A 
temple was likewife built to Venus the bald , in honour of the women 
of Aquileia , who had given up their hair to make ropes for the military 
engines. 

^^ Herodian > 1. viii. p* 279. Hift. Auguft. p. 14$. The duration 
of Maximin's reign has not been defined with much accuracy , exc^t 
by Eutropiusy who allovvs him three years and! a few days (1. ix. I.); 
We may depend on the integrity of the text , as the Latin original is 
checked by the Greek verfion of Pxanius. 

^'^ Eight Roman feet and one third, which are equal to above eight 
.English feet 4 as the two meafnres are to each other in the proportion 
of 967 to loop. See Graves's difcourfe on the Roman foot. We are 
told that Maximin could drink in a day an amphora (or about feven 
gallons of wine) > and eat thirty or forty pounds of meat. He could 
move a loaded waggon , break a horfe's leg with his fift , crumble 
ftones in his hand , and tear up fmall trees by the roots. See his 
life in. the Auguftaa Hiftory. 
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" See the congratu1atot7 letter of Claudius Julianus the cdnflll i 16 
the two emperors. In the Augttftan^Hiftoryi 

*» Hi»K Auguft. p. t7i. 

♦• Herotliaft , 1. viii. p. 2^8. 

♦* Herodian , 1. viii p. 21-3. 

** The o^fervation had been made Imtirlidently eiiough in the ac- 
clamatiotis of the fenate, and with regard to the foldiers it carried the 
appearance of a wanton infiilt. iJift. Augnft. p. 170. 

♦' Difcordis tacitse , et quae intelligerentur potius qiiam viderentur. 
Biff. Augufi. p. 170. This Well-chofen expreffion is probably ftblen 
Irom fome better writer. 

♦♦ Herodian , 1. viii. p. 287, 288; 

^' Quid non alius erat in praefenti, is tfie expreflion of the Auguftan 
Hiftory. 

^* Quintus Curtfus (1. x; c. 9.) pays an elegant compliment to the 
emperor of the day, for having, by his happy acceifion , extinguished 
lb many fire-brands, sheathed fo many fwords, and put an end to the 
evils of a flivided government. After weighing with attention every 
word of the paflage , I am of opinion , that it fuits better with the 
elevation of Gordiati , than with any other period of the Roman Hiftof-y. 
In that cafe, it may feive to decide the age of Quintus Curtius. Thofe 
Mrhd place him (inder the firft Caefars, ar£:ne from the purity of his 
jlyle» but are embarrafTed by the filence ofQuintilian , in his accurate 
lift of Roinan ^hiftorians* 

♦7 Hift. Auguft. p. I6F. From fome hints in the two letters, I should 
'expect that the eunuchs were not expelled the palace , without fome 
degree of gentle violence , and that young Gordian rather approved 
of, "than confented to, their difgrace^ 

♦• Dnxit uxorem filiam Mifithei , quern fcaiifil eloqlienrise dignum 
parentela ful putavit , et prsefectum ilatim fecit ; poft quod , non 
puerile jam et contemptibile videb^tur imperiuni. 

♦• Hift. Augirft. p. 162. Aurelius Victor; Porphyrins in Vit. Plotin. 
ap. Fabricium Biblioth; Graec. 1; iv. c. 36. The philofopher Plotinus 
accompanied the army , prompted by the love of knowledge , and by 
the hope of penetrating as far as India. 

** About twenty miles fi-om the little town of (jii^cefium , oh the 
-frontier of the two empires. 

5^ The infcription (which contained a very fin$:ular ptin) was erafed 
by the order Of Licinius , who Claimed fome degree Of relationship to 
Philip (Hift. Auguft. p. 16^;); but the tumulus or mound of earth 
Which formed the fepnlchre , ftill fubUfted in the time of Julian. See 
Ammian. Marcellin. xxiii* %. 

51 Aurelius "Victor. Eutrop; ix. 2. Orofius , vii. 20. Amihianus 
Marcellinus , xxiii.^. Zoiimus , 1. i. p. 19I Philip, who waf a 
'native of Boftra, was about forty years of age. 

*^ Can the epithet of Ariftocracy be applied, with any ptopriety , 
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SEVE^NTH CHAPTER. 4^5 

io the government of Algiers ? Every military government floats be-' 
tween the extremes of abfolute monarchy and wild democracy. 

5* The military republic of the Mamalukes in E^ypt, would havtfi 
klForded M. de Montefq-iieu ffee Confidetlttions fur la Grandeur et Is^ 
Decadence des/Romains, c* I6.) a juller and more noble parallel. 

'^ The Augu{lan.,Hiftory (p. 163 ». 164. ) cannot, in this inftance ^> 
be reconciled with itfelf or with probability. How could Philip condemn, 
his predeceiT^r , and yet confecrate his memory ? How could he ordec 
his public execution, and yet, in his. letters to the fenate^ exculpate 
himfelf from the guilt ,of his death ? Philip-; though an ambitious, 
iifurper, was by no means a mad tyrant. Some chronological difficulties 
have likewise been difcovered by .the .nice eyes of Tillemont and 
Aluratori , in this fuppofed alTociation of Philip to the empire^ 

^^ The account of the, laft fuppofed celebration , though in an en- 
lightened period of hiftory , was fo very doubtful and obfcure , that 
the alternative feems »ot doubtful. When the popish jubilees , the* 
copy of the fecular games, were invented by Boniface Vlfl. the craftyi 
pope pretended « that he only revived an ancient inftitution. See M^ 
le Chais Lettres fur les JubiUs. 

'7 Either of a hundred , 6r a hundred and ten years* Varro and 
I>ivy adopted the former opinion , but the infallible authority of tte 
Sibyl confecrated the latter ' Cenforinus de Die Natal, c* 17.) Thd , 
emperoi^s Claudius and Philip ^ however , did not treat the oracle with 
implicit refpect. 

5« The idea of the fecular games is. beft underftood from the poem 
of Horace « and the defcription of Zoiimus, K ii^ p. 16'7 , etc* 

'' The' received calculation of Varro affigns to the foundation rf 
Rome , an sera that correfponds With the 754th year before GhriP, 
But To little is the chronology of Rqme to be depended on, in th 
more early ages , that Sir Ifaac Newtoa has brought the fame event* 
as low as the year 6Z7« 



CHAP. V 1 I L 



^ An ahcietit chTonologift quoted by Velleius Paterciilus (1. i. c.6.) 
obferves , that the' Affyrians , the Medes , the Periians , and the Mace- 
donians , reigned over Aiia one thoufand nine hundred and ninety-five 
years , from the accefflon of Ninus ro the defeat of Antiochus by the 
Romans. As the latter of thefe great events happened 1S9 years 
before Chrift , the former may be placed £184 years before^thef fame 
2e1ra. The Agronomical Obfervations « found at Babylon by Alexander, 
Vent fifty years higher. 

\ln the five hundred and thirty-eighth year of tho xra of Seleuci^s*' 



Digitized by 



Google 



4t6 NOTES TO THE 

"ise Agathias, 1. ii. p. 63. This great ^vent (fUch is the careleifiienr 
if the Oriental^ > is placed by £utychius , as high as the tenth yeair 
•f Commodus , and by Mofes of Chorene, as low as the teigi) of PfaHip: 
immianus Marcellinus has fo fervilely copied (xxiii. 6. r his ancient 
materials, which are Indeed very good, that he defcribes the family of 
-^e Arfacides , as ilill feated on the Perfian throne in the middle of the 
iburth century. 

^ The tanner's name was Babee ; the foldier*s , SaflaH : from the 
former Artaxerxes obtained the furname of Babegan ; from the latter 
cU his defcenrlants, have been 4^Ied Sajfanides, 

'^ D'Herbelot. Bibliotheque Ofientale. Ardshir, 
. ^ Dion Caifitts , 1. Ixxx. Herodiaif , 1: vi. p. 207. Abulpharagias 
Dynalt p. 80. 

- ^ See Mofes Chorenenfis , 1. M. c. <? — 71. 

! 'v Hyde and Prideaux , working up the Perfiad le^end^ arid their owti 
^Dhjectures into a very agreeable ftory , reprefent Zoroafter as a 
<'pn temporary of Darius Hyftafpes. But it is fuificient to obferve , that 
the Greek writers , who lived altftoft in the age of Darius > s^gtee itt 
£lacing.the «ra of Zoroailer many hundred , or even thoufahd , yearf 
Vefore their own time. The judiciouii criticifm of Mr. Moyle perceived, 
ftna maintained agaitifi his uncle Dr. Prideaux ; the antiquity of the 
PtriOtan prophet. See his v^ork , vol. ii. 

^ That ancierit idiom was called the Zend, Th6 language of the 
commentary , the Pehlvi , though much more modern , has ceaftd many 
a|:es ago to be a living tongue. This fact alone (If it is Allowed as 
ai^thentic ) fufficiently warrants the antiquity of thofe Writings , which 
M d'Anquetil has brought into Europe « and trfthslatefd into French. 
? Hyde de Religione veterum Perf. c. 21. 

** I have principally drawn this account frohi the Zendavefta 6f 
3i. d'Anqriietil , and the Sadder^ fubioin^d to Dr. Hy4e's treaiife. It 
nuft, however, be confefled, that the fiudied obfc*rity of a prophet, 
tie figurative ftyle of the Eaft , and the deceitful -medium of a French 
>r Latin verfion , may have betrayed us into error and herefy.in 
this abridgment of Perfian theology. 

^' The modern Perfees (and in fomc degree the Sadder) exalt 
Ormufd into the firft and omnipotcfnt caufe , whilft they degrade 
ihriman into an inferior but rebellious fpiric. Their defire of pleafing 
tfe Mahometans may have contributed to refine their theological 
•yftem. 

'* Herodotus , 1. i. c. 131. But Dr. Prideaux thinks, with reafon » 
(hat the ufe of temples was afterwards permitted in thieMagian religion. 
'' Hyde de Relig. Perf. c' 8. Notwithftanding all their difttnctions 
»n<i proteilations , which feem fincere enough, their tyrants « the. 
l^ahometans ^ h&ve confiantly digmatifed them* as idolatrous worship- 
pers of tiie f'ire, 

^♦Ste 
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*♦ See the Sadder , the fmalleft part of wh\ch cotilifts of moral 
precepts. The ceremonies enjoineii are infinite and trifling. Fifteed 
genuflexions « prayers, etc. were required whenever the devout Perfian 
cut his nails or made water ; ot as often as he put ou the (acred 
girdle. Sadder, art. 14. ^o. 60. 

'^ Zendaveftif< torn. i. p« :;^24. and Pr^ci^ du Syfteme de ZorOaftre ; 
tbii^. i|i. . 
'^ Hyde de Religione Perfitrum , c. 19. 

y Hyde de Religione Perfarum , c. 18. Both Hyde ^rid Prideaust 
aifFect to apply to the Magian , the terms confecrated to the ChriiHaA 
hierarchy 

" Ammian. Matcelliif* xxiii: 6. He infofms us (as far a^ we may 
credit him) of two curious particulars; 1. that the Magi dedved fome 
of their moft fecret doctrines from the Indian Bradimiins; and, 2. than 
they were 4 tribe Or family, as Well ai order: 

'^ The divine inftitution of tythes exhibits a iihgfuliftr inftance of 
coifformity between the law erf Zoroafier and that of Mofes. Thofi 
who cannot tfthferwife account for it , may fuppofe , if they plfeafe ; 
that the Magt of the latter times infei^t^d fo ttfeful Hn iUterpoIatioA 
into the writings of their prophet. 
**» Saddet , Art. 8; 

** Piato in Alcibiadi ... 

^^ Pliny (Hift. Katur. I. xxx. c. i.) obferves ; t^at teagic held 
mankind by the triple chain of religion , of phytic , and of aftronomy* 
*' Agathias , 1. iv. p. 134. 

'^^ Mr. Hume, in the Natural Hiftory ofReligion, fagacioo&'ly remarks, 
that the moft refined and philolophic feCts are eonftantTy the moft 
intt)Ieraiif. . , 

*5 Cicero de legibuS , ii. 10. Xerxes, by the advice of ttfe Magif 
deftroyed the temples of Greece. 

** Hyde de Rel. Perfar. c. 23 , 24. D'Herbelot Biblioth^que Oriental^ 
Ztrdusht. Life of Zoroafter in toih. ii. of the Zendavefta. 

*7 Compare Mofes of Chorene, 1. iT. c. 74*. with Ammian. MdrceUin; 
xxirr. 6. Hereafter I shall make ufe of thefe paffages. 
^" Rabbi Abraham in the Tarikh Schickard , p. ids, 109. 
^* Balhage Hiftoire des Juifs ^ I. vifi. c. 3. Sozomen , \. If. c. r. 
Manes,' who fuifered an ignominious death, may be A^Cmti KMagiani 
as well as a: Chriftian heretic. 
'•* Hyde de Religione Perfar. c. ar. 

'* Thefe colonies wer-e extremely nhnierous. Seleucus Nicat6f 
founded thirty-nine cities ; all named from himfelf > or fnme of his 
relations (fee Appiart in Syriac. p. 124*). The ara of Seleucus (ftill 
in ufe among the Eaftern Cliriftjains) appears as late as the year 508^^ 
ofChrift 196, on the medals of the. Greek cities wiChih the Parthiarf 
empire. See M-oyle's works, vol. i. p. 273 , etc. and M. Fretet/ 
Mem. de PAcad^mie , torn. xix. 

Vol. I. D d 
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'* The modern Perfians diftinguish that period as the dyiiaff^ of 
the kins^s of the nations. See Plin. Hift Nat. vi. 2%. 

5 5 Euiychius torn, i: p. 3^7. 37i. 37^.) relates the fiege of the 
island of Mefene in the Tigris , with fome circumftances hot unlike 
ihe ftory of Nifus and Scylla. 

^* Agathia^, ii. T64 The princes of Segelian defended their in- 
dependence during many years. As romances generally tranfport to 
an ancient period the events of their own time, it is not ihipoffible, 
that the fabulous exploits of Ruftah prince of Segcftan may have been 
grafted on this real hiftoryi 

3' We can fcarcely attribute to the Peril an monarchy the fea coaft 
of Gedrofia or Macran , which extends along the Iildian Ocean from 
Cape Jask (the promontory Capella) to Cape Goadel. Tn the time of 
Alexander , and probably many ages afterwards , it was thinly inha- 
bited by a (avagc people of Icthyophagi , or Fish.rmen , who knew 
no arts , who acknowledged no mailer , and Who were divided by 
inhofpitable/deferts from the reft of the world. 'SeeArrian. de Reb. 
Indicis.) In the twelfth century, the little town of Taiz fuppofed 
by M. d*Auv)lle to he the Tefa of Ptolemy) was peopled and enriched 
by the refort of the Arabian merchants. ( See Geogiraphie Nubiens , 
p. ^8, and d'Anville Geographie Ancienne , torn. ii. p. 283.). In the 
laft age the whole country was divided between three princes , one 
Mahometan and two Idolaters , who tnaintained their independence 
agatnil the fucceiTors of Shaw Abbas. (Voyages de Tavernier , part. i. 
1. V. p. 63^.) 

'^ Chardin , tom. iii. c. I , 2, 3* 

^^-Dion, 1. xxviii. p. 133^. 

'* For the precife iituation of Babylon, Seleucia, Ctefiphon , Mo- 
dain , and Bagdad , cities often codfounded with edch other , fee an 
excellent Geographical Tract of M. d'Anville , in Mem. de P Academic, 
tom. XXX. 

'' Tacit. Annal. xi 42* Plin. Hift. Nat. vi. 26. 

^^ This niay be inferred from Strabo, 1. xvi. p. 743. 

^^ That moft curious traveller Bernier , Who followed the camp of 
Aurengzebe from Dehii to Cashmir, defcribes with great accuracy the 
immenfe moving city. The guard of cavalry confifted of 3S>ooomen, 
that of infantry of 10,000. It was computed that the camp contained 
iSO,ooo horfes, mules, and elephants; ^0,000 camels, sO,ooo oxen., 
and between 300.000 and 400,000 perfons. Almoft all Dehli followed 
the court , whofe magnificence fupported its induftry. 

♦* Dion , 1 Ixxi. p. H78. Hift. Auguft. p. 38. Eutrop. viii; 10. 
Eufeb. in Chronic. Qiiadratus (quoted in the Auguftan Hiftory) at« 
tempted to vindicate the Romans , by alleging , that the citizens of 
Seleucia had firft violated their faith. 

^' Dion^ U Uxv. p. latfj. Herodian . 1. iii. p. 120. Hift. Auguft. 
p. 70. 
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♦♦ The t»olished citizen^ of Aatioch , called thore of Edefla mixed 
tarbarians. It was, however, fome praife , that of the three dialect^ 
of the Syriac , the pureft and moft elegant (the Atamsean) was fpoke 
at Edeflk. This remark M.Bayer ''Hift EdeiT. p. 5.) has borrowed 
from George of Malatia; a Syrian writer. 

^' Dion , 1. Ikxv p. 1248 > 1249, I250. M. Bayer has neglected to 
itfe this moft important pdflage. « 

^* This kingdom , from dCrhoes , who gave a new name to the 
country , to the laft Abgarus , had lafted 3>3 years. See the learned 
work of M. Bayer ; Hiftoria Ofrhoena et EdefTena. 

^^ Xenophon , in the preface t6 the Cyropaedia , gives a clear and 
magniiicent idea of the extent of the empife of Cyrus. Herodotus 
(I. iii. c. 79 » etc.) enters into a curious and particuUr defcription of 
the twenty great Satrapies into which the JE'erlian empire was divided 
by Darius^ Hy{la(|)es. 
*« Herodian, vi. 209. 212. 

*» There were two hundred fcythed chariots at the battle of Arbela^ 
ill the hoft of Darius. In the vaft army of Tigraues , which was van-* 
qni&hed by LucuHus , feventeen thoufand horfe only Were completely 
armed. Antiochus brought fifty-four elephants into the field againft the 
Romans : by his frequent wars and negociations With the princes ot 
India , he had once collected an hundred and fifty of thofe great 
animals; but it may be queftioned, whether the mott powerful mdnarch 
of Hindoftan ever farmed a line of battle of feven hundred elephants* 
Inftead of three or four thoufand elephants , which the Great Mogul 
was fuppofed to poflefs , Tavernier (Voyages, part. ii. 1. i. p. 198.) 
difjovered , by a more accurate inquiry , that he had only five hun* 
dred for his baggage , and eighty or ninety for the fervice of war. 
The Greeks hive varied with regaird to the number which I*orus brought 
into the field : but Q^uiutus Curtius Cviii. 13 ) , in this inftance judi- 
cious and moderate , is contented with eighty-five elephants , diftin^ 
guished by their fize and ftrength. Tn Siam , where thefe animals 
are the moft numerous and the moft efteemed , eighteen elephants are 
allowed as a fufficient proportion for each of the nine bri't^ades into 
which a juft army is divided. The whole number , of one hundred 
and fixty-two elephants of war, may fometimes be doubled. Hift« det 
Voyages, torn. ix. p. 266. 
'• Hift. Auguii. p. 133. 

'' M. de Tillemont has already ojbferved, that Herodian's geogtnphf 
is fome what con fu fed. 

^* Mofes of Chotene (Hift. Armen. 1. ii. c. 7i.) illuftrates this in* 
tslfion of Media , by aflerting that Chofroes , king of Armenia g 
defeated Artaxerxes , and purfued him to the confines of India. Th^ 
exploits of Chofroes have been magnified; and he acted as a dependent 
ally to the Romans. 
'^ For the accauat of this war, fee fierodian , 1. vi. p. 209. 2I4< 

D d a 
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The old afibreviators and modern compilers have bliiidly followed 
the Auguftan Hittory. 

5* Eutychius , torn. H; p. i8o. verf. Pocock. The great Chofroes 
Noushtrwan fent the Code of Artaxerxes to all his Satraps i as the 
invariable rule of their conduct. 

<< D'Herbelot Bibliotheque Orientale , an mot Ardshir. 'We may 
•bfervt , that after an ancient period of fables , and a long interval 
of darknefs vthe modern hiftories of Periia begin to afiume an ait of 
truth with the dynafty of the Saflanide^ 

^' Herodian, 1. vi. p. 214* Ammianus MarcelHnns « 1. )niii. c. 6^ 
Some differences may be obftrved between the tWo hiftorians , the 
natural effects of the changes produced by a century and a half. 

^7 The Perfians are Hill the meft skilful horfemen, and their hOr£bs 
the fineft, in the Eaft. 

'* From Herodotus, Xenophon, Herodian, Ammianus, Chardin , etc; 
I have extracted fuch probable accounts of the Perfian nobility , as 
ieem either common to every age , or particular to that of the Sa& 
iknidcs. 



C .H A P. IX. 

' The modern philofophers of Sweden feem agreed that the waters 
of the Baltic gradually fink in a regular proportion , which they have 
ventured to eftimate at half an inch every year. Twenty centuries 
ago , the flat country of Scandinavia muft have been covered by the 
fea ; while the high lands rofe above the waters , as fo many islands 
of various forms and dimeniions. Such indeed is the notion given nt 
by Mela, Pliny , and Tacitus , of the vaft countries round the Baltic. 
See in the Bibliotheque Raifonn^e, torn. xl. and xlv. a large abftract of 
Dalin's Hiitory of Sweden , compofed in the Swedish language. 

^ In particular , Mr. Hume , the Abb^ du Bos , and M. Pelloutier , 
Hift. des Celtes , tom. i. 

3 Diodorus Sicuiiis , i. v. p. 3^0. Edit. Veffel. Herodian, I. vl. 
p. 22ti Jornandes ^ c. 55* On the banks of the Danube, the wine , 
when brought to table , was frequently frozen into great lumps , 
frufia vini. Ovid. Epift. ex Ponto , 1. iv. 7, 9, 10. Virgil. Georgic. 
1. iii. 3^5. The fact is confirmed by a foldier and a phiiofopher , who 
liad experienced the intenfe cold &f Thrace. See Xenoplion , Ana- 
l)afis , 1. vii. p. S^o. Edit. Hutchinfon. 

^ Bu6fon Hifboire Naturelle , tom xii. p. 79; 11S4 

' Cxfar de Bell. Gallic, vi. 23 , etc. The moft inquifitive of the 
Germans were ignorant of its utmoft limits , although fome of them 
had travelled in it more than fixty days journey. 

* Cluverius ( Germania Antiqua , 1. iii. c. 47* ) inveftigates the fniiill 
and fcattered remains of the Hercynian wood. 
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? Charlevoix Hiftoire du Canada. 

* Olans Rndbeck alTerts that the Swedish women often bear ten ot 
twelve children , and not uncommonly twenty or thirty ; but the 
authority of Rudbeck is much to be fufpected. 

? In hos artus , in hsec corpora , quz miramur, excrefcunt. Tacit* 
Germania , 3. so. Cluvei:. 1. i. c. 14. 

'^ Plutarch, in Mario. The Cimbrl , by way of amufement , often 
slid down mountains of fnow on their broad shields. 

'' The Romans made war in all climates , and by their excellent 
difcipline were in a gieat meafure preferved in health and vig^our. It 
may be remarked , that man is the only animal which can live and 
multiply in every country from the equator to the poles. The hog 
leems to. approach the neareft to our f|[>ecies in that privilege. 

^* Tacit. German, c. 3. The emigration of the Gauls followed the 
eourfe of the Danube, and difcharged itfelf on Greepe and Afia. Taci* 
tus coulcf difcover only one inconfi^erable tribe that retained any traces 
•f a Gallic origin. 

'^ According to Dr. Keating (Hlftory of Ireland, p. 13* 14-) , tht 
i:iant Partholanus , who was the fon of Seara , the Ton of Efra , thfl. 
Ion of Sru , the fon of Framant , the fon of Fathaclan , the fon of 
Magog , the fon of Japhet, the fon of Noah, landed on the coaft of. 
Munfter , the 14th day of May , in the year of the world one thoufan(| 
nine hundred and feveqty-^ight. Though he fucceeded in his great 
cnterprife , the loofe behaviour of his wife rendered his domeilic life 
very unhappy , and provoked him to fuch a degree , that he killed— ~ 
her favourite greyhoynd* Tl^is, as the learned hiftoriaa very properly, 
ob&rves, was the firft inftance of femile falfehood and infidelity evei 
known in Ireland. 
/* Genealogical Hiftory of the Tsirtars by Abulghazi Bahadur Khan; 

*' His work, entitled Atlantica « is uncommonly fcarce. Bayle hat 
given, two n^oft curious extracts ^om it. R^pubUque des Lettre^ 
Janvier et F^vrier , I68f . 

'^ Tacit. Germ. ii. 19. Literarum. fecreta viri pariter ac fceminas 
Ignorant. We may reft contented with this decHive authority , without 
entering into the obfcure difputes concerning the antiquity of the 
Runic characters. The learned Celiius , a Swede , a fcholar , and % 
philofopher , ^as of opinion , that they were nothing mqre than th^ 
Roman letters , ^ith the curves changed into ftraight lines for the 
eafe of engraving. See Pelloutier , Hiftoire des Ceites. , L ii. c. 11. 
Dtctionnaire Diplomatique ,. torn. i. p. 223. We may add, that the 
oldeft Runic infcriptio.ns are fuppofed to be of the third century, and 
the moft ancient writer who mentions the Runic characters , is Venan- 
tins Fortunatus ( Carm* vii. I8. ) , lyho lived towards the end of the 
fixth century. , 

Barbara fraxineis pingf^tur KUN4 tabellis. 
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'? Recherches Philofophiques fur les Am^ricains , torn. iii. p. 32S. 
The author of that very curious work is , if I ain not mifinformed ^ 
a German by birth. 

'^' The Alexandrian Geographer is often criticifed by the accurate 
(Cluverius. 

'^ See Caefar , and the learned Mr. Whitaker in his Hiilory of 
Manchefter, vol. i. 

*• Tacit. Germ. i^. 

*' When the Germans commanded the Ubii of Cologne tq caft ofF 
the Roman yoke « and with their new freedoin to relume their ancient 
manners , they infilled on the immediate demolition of the walls of 
the colony. *' Poflulamus a vobis, muros colonic, munimenta feryiiii 
y, detrahatis ; etiani fera animalia , fi claufa teneas , virtutis obli- 
,, vifcuntiir. " Tacit. Hill. iv. 64. 

^^ The ftraj^^ling villages of Slielia are feveral miles in length. See 
Cluver. 1. i. c. 13. 

^^ One hundred and forty years after Tacitus , a few more regular 
ftructures were erected neaf the Rhine and Danube. Herodian, I. vii. 
p. 234. 

*♦ Tacit. Germ I7« 

»5 Tacit. Germ. S- 

>• Caefar de Bell. .Gall. vi. 2T. 

^' Tacit. Germ. 26, Caefar , vi. a*. 

*« Tacit. Germ. «. 

*' It is faid that the Mexicans and Peruvians , without the ufc of 
«ither money or iron , had made a very ^reat progrefs in the arts. 
Thofe arts , and the monuments they produced , have been ilrangel^ 
magnified. See Recherches fur les Am^ricaiiis, torn. ii. p. 153 > etc. '. 

'" Tacit. Germ. i^. . 

*^ Tacit. Germ 22 , 23. 

'* Id. 24. The Germans might borro-vv the arts of play from the 
Romans , but the paffion is wonderfully inherent in the human fpecies. 

*' Tacit. Germ. 14. 

'♦ Plutarch, in Camillp. T. Liv. y 33. 

*^ Oubos. Hift. de la Monarchic Franqoifo , (om. i. p. 193* 

'^ The Helvetian nation , which iflued from t^e country called 
Switzerland, contained , of every age and fex, 3^8,000 perfons (Csefar 
de Bell Gall. i. 29. ,. h^x prefent , the number of people in the Pays 
de Vaud ( a fn^all dillrict on the banks of the Leman Lake, much more 
dillinguisiied for politenefs than for induflry) amounts to 112,591 Sec 
9n excellent Tract of M. Muret , in the M6moires de la Soci^t^ de 
Berne. 

' 5^ Paul Diaconus, c. i, 2, 3. Machiavel , Davila , and the reft of 
J»aur$ followers, re|»refent thefe emigrations top much as regular and 
concerted meaf^res. 
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'* Sir WUliam Temple and MontefquieHi have indulged , on this 
fubject, the uDial livelinefs of their fancy. 

?' Machi^vel Hift. di Firenza, 1. i. Mariana Hid. Hifpan. 1. v. c. i; 

♦• Robertron»s Charles V, Hume's Political Eflays. 

*^ Tacit. German* 44 > 4^* Frenshemius Cwho dedicated his fap* 
flement to Livy , to Cbriftina of Sweden / thinks proper to be very 
aifgry with the Roman who exprefled fo very little reverence for 
Northern queens. 

^^ May we not fufpect that fuperftition was the parent of defpotf 
ifm ? The defcendants of Odin (whofe race was not extinct till the, 
year io6oj are faid to have reigned in Sweden above a thoufand years. 
T^ie temple of Upfal was the ancient feat of religion and empire. Ii| 
the year 11^3 I find a fingular law, prohibiting the ufe and pro* 
feilion of arms to any except the king's guards. Is it not probable 
that it was coloured by the pretence of reviving an old inftitution ? 
3ee Dalin's Hiftory of Sweden in the Biblipth^que Raifonn^e , ^om* xK 
and xlv. 
' '♦' Tacit. Ge|m. c. 43. 

*♦ Id. c. II, 12, 13, etc. 

*' Grotius ciianges an exprefilon of Tacitus , pertra^tantur ^nte pra'* 
fractantur. The correction is equally juft and ingenious. 

^^ Even in our ancient parliament, the btirons often carried a quef« 
tion, not fq much by the number of votes, as by that of their armed 
followers. 

♦7 Cacfar (Je Bell. Gall. vi. 23. » 

*■ Minuunt pontroverfias , is a vpty happy expreifion of Caefar*s. 

'^? Reges ex nobilitate, duces ex virtute funutnt. Tacit. Germ. 7* 

?* Cluver. Germ. Ant. I. i. c. 38. 

'* Cafar, vi. 22. "tacit. Germ. ^«. 

^* Tacit, Germ. 7. 

'* Tacit. Germ. 13, 14. 

'^ Efprit des Loix , 1. xxx. c. 3. The brilliant imagination of 
Montefquieu is corrected , however , by the dry cold reafon of the 
Abbd de Mably. Obferyations fur Tjlilloire de France, torn. i. p. 3^6. 

^' Gaudent muneribus , fed nee data imputant , nee acceptis obli* 
gantur. Tacit. Germ. c. 21. 

5* The adulterefs was whipped through the village. Neither wealtli 
nor beauty could infpire compaflio^ , or procure her a fecond husband^ 
18, 19. 

5 7 Ovid employs two hundred lines in the refearch of places, the, 
moil favourable to love. Above all , he coniiders the theatre as the 
belt adapted to collect the beauties of Rome , and to melt them into 
tenderneCs and fenfuality. 

58 Tacit. Hift. iv> 61. 6?. 

^* The marriage prefent was a yoke of oxen , horfes , and arm^i|» 
See Germ* C* <8* T4citus is fomewhat too florid on the fubjject. 
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f^ The change of exigert into txugtn is 9 moft excellent correction. 

" Tacit. Germ. c. 7. Plutarch in Mario. Before the wives of the 
Teutones defiroyed themfelves and their children, they had offered' to 
furrender , on condition that they shouiil be received as the slaves af 
^e veital virgins. 

' '* Tacitus has employed a few lines , and Cluverius one l^undred 
»nd twenty .four pages, on this ohfcure fubject. The former difcoy^rs 
in Germany the gods of Greece and Rome. The latter is poiitive » 
that, under the emblems of the fun , the moon , and the fire, his 
pious anceftors worshippe4 the Trinity ifi unity. 

^' The facred wood, defcribed with fuch fublime horror by Lucan, 
was in the neighbourhood of Marfeilles » but there were many of the 
fame kind in Germany. 

*♦ Tacit. Germania, c. 7. 

f ' Tacit. Germania « c. 40. 

*^ See Or. Robertfon!s Hiilory of Charles V. vol. i, note ip. 

*' Taciu Germ, c, 7. Thefe ftandards were only the heads of wild 
beails. 

'* See an inftance of this cnftom , Tacit. Annal. xiii. 57. 

** Caefar ,. Diodorus , and Lucan » leem to afcribe this doptirine to 
the Gauls, butM. Pelloutier (Hiftoire des Celtes, 1. iii. c. I8.) labours 
to reduce their ejcpreifions to a more orthodox fenfe. 

?^ Concerning this grofs but alluring doctrine of the ^dda , fee 
Fable xx. in the curious verfion of that book , published by M. Mal- 
let , in his introduction to the Hiilory of Denmark. 

'' See Tacit. Germ c. 3. Diodor. Sicul. 1. v. Strabo, 1. iv. p. I97* 
The claifical reader i|iay remember the rank of Demodocus in the 
Fhsacian court , and the ardour infufed by Tyrtaeus into the fainting 
Spartans. Yet there is iittle probability that the Greeks and the Ger- 
( mans were the fame people. Much learned trifling might be fpared » 
if our antiquarians would condefcend to reflect, .that fimilar manners 
will naturally be produced by fimilar iituations. 

^* Miffilia fpargunt. Tacit. Germ. c. 6. Either that hiftorian ufed 
a vague exprelfiofi, or he meant that they were throvirn at random. 
"It was their principal diftinction from the Sarmatians , who ge- 
nerally fought on horfeback. 

^^ The relation of this enterprife occupies a great par( of the fourth 
and fifth books of the Hiftory of Tacitus , and is more remarkable for 
its eloquence than perfpicuity. Sir Henry Saville has obferved feveral 
inaccuracies. ^ ' 

'5 Tacit. Hift. iv- 13. like them, he had loft an eye. 

7* It was contained between the two branches of the old Rhine, as 
they fubfiiled before the face of the country was clianged by art and 
nature. See Cluver. German. Antiq. 1. iii. c. 30. 37. 

7' Caefar de Bell. Gall. 1. vi. 23. 

^' They are mentionfd however in the ivth and vth centuries by 

'■•'''-•■'■■ '" ' / 
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A^a^arius, Ammianus, Claudian, etc. as a tribe of Franks. :^ee Cli^vn. 
Geryi. Antiq. 1. iii. c. 13. 

7» Urgentibus is the common readin^^ but good fenfe, Li|>fius, and 
{bme MSS. declare for Vergcntihus. 

?*• Tacit. Germania , c. 33. The pious Abbi de la BMterie is very 
angry with Tacitus j talks of the devil who was a murderer froni the 
beginning, etc. etc. 

" Mdny traces of this policy may be difcovered ift Tacitus and 
Dion ; and many more may be inferred from the princii^les of human 
nature. 

** Hift. Auguft. p. 31. Ammian. Marcellin. 1. xxxi. c. %, Aurel. 
Victor. The emperor Marcus was reduced to fcU the rich furniture 
of the palace, anil to inlift slaves and robbers. 

^^ The Marcomanni , a colony, who, from the banks oFtheRhine^ 
occupied Bohemia and Moravia, had once erected a great and formidable 
monarchy under their king Maroboduus. See Strabo , 1. vii. Yell. 
Pat. ii. 108. Tacit. Annal. ii. 63. 

*♦ Mr. Wotton (Hiftory of Rome, p. 166. ) increafes the prohibition 
to ten times the diftance. His reafbning is fpecions '^ but not con- 
•lufive. Five miles were fufficient for a fortified barrier. 

^^ Dion , 1. Ixxi. and Ixxii. 

*^ See an excellent difTertation on the origin and migrations of 
nations , in the M6moires de I'Acad^mie des Infcriptions , tom. xviii. 
p. 48 — 71. It is feldom that the antiquarian and the philofopher 
are fo happily blended. 

*7 Should we fnfpect that Athens contained only 2T,ooo citizens , 
and Sparta no more than 39,ooo ? See Hume and 'Wallace on the 
number of mankind in ancient and n^odern times. 



P H A P, 2?, 

f The expreflion ufed by Zoflmus and Zonaras may fignify that 
Marinus commanded a century, a cohort , or a legion. 
'* His birth at Bubalia , a little village in fannonia (Eutrqp. ix. 
Victor, in C3efarib. et Epitom. ) , feems to contradict , unlefs i^ was 
merely accidental , his fuppofe^ defcent from the Decii. Six hundred 
years had beflowed nobility oq the I)ecii ; but at the commencement 
Qf that period , ^hey were only Plebeians of merit, and among ^he ^rfl 
who shared the confulship with the haup;hty Patricians. Plebeiac 
Deciorum anim^^, etc. Juvenal, Sat. viii. 254* See the fpirited f^eech 
ef Decius , in Livy, x. 9 ? 10, 

^ Zofimus , 1. i. p. 20. Zonaras , 1. xii. p. 624* Edit. Louvre. 

^ Sec the prefaces of CaiHodorus and Jornandes : it is furpriiing that 
the latter should be omitted in the excellent edition published by G(o- 
tlus , of the Gothic writers. • 
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^ On the authority of Ahlavias, Jornandes quotes fpme old Gothie 
chronicles in vcrfe. De Reb. Geticis , c. 4. 

* Jornandes , c. 3. 

7 See in the Prolegomena of Grotius feme l^rgc extracts fromAdatn. 
of Brenien , and Saxp-Grammaticus. The former wrote in the ' year 
1077 , the latter flourished about the year T200. 

» Voltaire , Hiftoirp de Charles XII. 1. iii. V7hen the Auftrians 
deiired the aid of the court of Home againft Guftavus Adolphus , they 
always reprefented that conqueror as ti^e lineal fMccejpTor of Alartc. 
Harte^s Hiftory of Guftavus, vol. ii. p. i23f. 

> See Adam of Bremen in Grotii Prolcgomenis , p. 104. The temple 
of Upfal was deilroyed by Ingo king of Sweden , who began his reiga 
in the year 1075 , and about fonrfcore years afterwards a Chriilian ca- 
thedral was erected on its ruins. See Dalin's Hiftory of Sweden , ixk 
the Biblioth^que Raifonn6e. 

'° Mallet, Introduction k THiftoire du Dan^^emarc. 

*' iMallet , c iv. p. 5S, has collected from Stra^o, Pli(iy, Ptolemy, 
atod Stephanus By^antinus , the veftiges of fuch a city and people. 

^^ This wonderful expedition of Odin , which*, by deducing the 
enmity bf the Goths and Romans from fo memorable a caufe , might 
fupply the noble groundwork of an Epic poem , cannot fafely be 
received as authentic hiftory. According to the obvious fenfe of the 
£dda , and the interpretation of the moft skilful critics , As-gard » 
inftead of denoting a re^l city of the Aiiatic Sarmatia, is the ficti- 
tious appellation of the. myftic abode of the gods , the Olympus of 
Scandinavia ; from whence the prophet was fuppofed to defcend , 
when he announced his new religion to the Gothic natipns , who were 
already feated in the fouthern parts of Sweden. 

'' Tacit. Germania, c. 44. 

^^ Tacit. Annal. ii. 62. If we could yield a firtn aflent to the na- 
vigations of Pytheas of Marfeilles , we muft allow that the Goths had 
paflfed the Baltic at leall threj^ l^undred years before Chrift. 

*^ Ptolemy , 1. ii. 

^f By the German Colonies who ifollowed the arras of the Teutonic 
knights. The conqueft and converfion of Pruifia were completed by 
thofe adventurers in the xiiith century. 

^7 Pliny (Hift. Natur. iv. 14) , and Procopius (in Bell. Vandal, l.i. 
C, I. / agree in this opinion. They lived in diftant ages , and poflefTed 
different mean? of inveftigating the truth. 

" The Oftro and yifi ^ the ealtern and weflern Goths obtained thofe 
denominations from their original feats in Scandinavia. In all their 
future marches and fettlements they preferved, with their names, the 
fame relative fituation. When they iirft departed from Sweden , the 
infant colony was contained in three veffels. The third being a heavy 
Ciiler lagj^ed behind , and the crew , which afterwards fwelled into a 
liation , received from that .circumftance the appellation of Gepidse ov 
Loitejrers. Jornandes , c. 17^ t 
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*• See fi fragment of Peter Patricius in the Excerpta T.egationum ; 
tnd with regard to its probable date , fee Tiilemont , Hift. des £m-^ 
pereurs , torn. iii. p. 34^' 

*• Omnium haruni gentium infigne, rotunda fcuta , breves gladit» 
et erga reges obfequium. Tacit. Germania , c. 43. The Goths pro- 
bably acquired their iron by the commerce of amber. 

^' Jornandes , c. 13 , 14. 

•* The Heruli , and the Uregundi or Burgundi , are particularly 
mentioned. See Mafcou^s Hiftory of the Germans , 1. v. A paflUge in 
the Auguftan Hiftory , p. 28, feems to allude to this great emigration. 
The Marcomannic war was partly occafioned by the prefTure of bar- 
barous tribes, who fled before the arms of more northern barbarians. 

^' D*Anville, G^ngraphie Ancienne, and the third part of his inco%i 
parable map of Europe. 

*♦ Tacit. Germania, c. 46, 

*^ Cluv^r. Germ. Antiqua , 1. fii. c. 43. 

** The Vcnedi, the 5/tfw, and the Antes , were the three great tribes 
of the fame people. Jornandes, c. 24. ■ 

'7 Tacitus moft affuredly deferves that title , and even his cautious 
fufpenfe is a proof of his diKgent inquiries. 

*• Genealogical Hiftory of the Tartars, p. 5193. Mr. Bell (vol. ii. 
p. 379.) traverfed the Ukraine in his journey from Pctersbnrgh to 
Conftantinopie. The modern face. of the country is a juft reprefen- 
tation of the ancient , fince , in the hands of the Coflacks, it ilill 
remains in a fiate of nature. 

^' In the fixteenth chapter of Jornandes , inftead of fecundo Maeiiam,* 
we may venture to fubftitute fccundam , the fecond Msefia , of which 
Marcianopolis was certainly the capital (fee Hierocles de Provinciis , 
and WefTclin^ ad locum , p. 636. Itinerar.). It is furprifing how this 
palpable error of the fcribe could efcape the judicious correction of 
Grotius. • ' 

'*» The place is ftill called Nicop. The little ftream , on whofe banks 
it fiood , fails into the Danube. Q'Anville , Geographic Ancieune , 
torn i. p. 307. 

'' Stephan. Byzant. de Urbibus , p. 740. Weflfeling Itinerar. p. 13$. 
Zonaras , by an odd miftake , afcribes the foundation of Phili|)popolis 
to the immediate predeceflTor of Decius, 

'^ Ammian. xxxi. S* 

'5 Aurel. Victor, c. 29. 

^^ Victoritt Carpica , on fome medals of Decius , infinuate thefe ad- 
vantages. 

'' Claudius (who afterwards reigned with fo much glory) was polled 
in the pafs of Thermopylae with 200 Dardanians , 100 heavy and 16O 
light horfe , 60 Cretan archers, and 1000 well-armed recruits. See an 
original letter from the emperor to his officer, in the Auguftan Hiftory, 
p. 200. 

\^ Jornandes , c. 161— 18. Zoiimus » f. it p» SV ^^ ^^ generM 
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acconnt of this war, ft is eafy to difcover the oppofite prejndices of 
the Gothic and the Grecian writer. In careleflhels alone they ace alike. 

'^ Montefquieu , Grandeur et Decadence des Romains, c. ▼iii. Hm 
illuftrates the nature and ufe of the cenforship with his ufoal ingenuity, 
«md with uncommon preciflon. 

'* Vefpaflan and Titus were the laft cenfors (Pliny Hift. Natur. vil. 
49* Cenforinns de Die Natali ). The modefty of Trajan refufed an. 
honour which he deCerved , aud his example becai^ie a law to the 
Antonines. See^liny^s Panegyric , c. 4S and ^. 

^t Yet in fpite of this exemption Fompey appeared before that tri- 
bunal , during his confulship. The occafion indeed was equally llngalac 
and honourable. Plutarch in Pomp. p. 630. 

*^ See the original fpeech , in the Auguftan Hift. p. I73> I74. 

t' This tranCiction might deceive Zonaras , who fuppofes that Va- 
lerian was aptually declared the colleague of pecius , 1. xii. p. 625. 

♦* Hift. Auguft. p. 174- Th^ eniperor's reply is omitted, • 

^^ Such as the attempts of Auguftus towards a reformation of maiv 
aers. Tacit. Annal. iii. j^|. 

** Tillemont, Hiftoire des Empereurs, tom. iii. p. S98. As Zofimus 
and fome of his followers miftake the Danube for the Tanais , they 
place the field of battle in the plains of Scythia. . 

^^ Aurelius Victor allows two diftinct actions for the deaths of the 
two I)ecii 9 but I have preferred the ficcount of Jornandes. 

** I have ventured tp $opy frpm Tacitus |[ Annal. i. 64*) the picturf 
of a fimilar engagement between a Roman SMrmy ai^d a German tribe, 
- *^ Jornandes, c. iS. Zofimus, 1. i. p. 22. Zonar^ , 1. xii. p. 627- 
Aurelius Victor. 

^" The Decii were killed before the ^nd of the year two hundred 
and fifi^y-one , fin^e the new princes took pofleffion of the confulship 
on the enfuing calends of January. 

^* Hift. Auguft. p. 223. gives them a very honourable place among 
the fmall number of good emperors who reign94 between Auguftus 
and Diocletian. 

'** Hsec ubi Patres comperere . . . . • decernunt. Victor in Cxfaribus. 

" Zonaras, 1. xii. p. $28. 

** A Sdl(^ , a To/tf , a^d ^ golden Pofera of five pounds weight, 
w'ere accepted with joy and gratitude by the wealthy. king of Egyp^t 
(Livy, xxvii. 4.). Quina MillU MrU , a weight of copper in value 
about eighteen pounds fierling , was the ufual prQfeut made ^0 foreign 
j^mb^lfadors ( Livy , X3(xi. 9. )^ 

*' See the firmnefs of a Roman general fo late as the time of 
Alexander S^verus , ii^ the Excerpta Legationum « P< 2S. Edit. Louvre. 

'^ For the plague, fee Jornandes, c. 19- and Victor in Caefaribus. 

^' Thele improbable accufations are alleged by Zofimus, I. i. p. 23,2^. 

'^ Jornandes « c. 19. The Gothic writer at leaft obferved the peacf 
which his victorious c»untrymeu had fworn to Gallus. 
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*^ Zbfinitis , 1. i. p. 2S , a<« ' 

58 Victor in Csefaribns. 

'* Zonaras , 1. xii. p. 62$* 

^^ Banduri Numifinata « p. 94- 

*^ Eutropius , 1. ix* c* 6. fays teftio ilienft. Eufebiiis oinits tiiift 
emperor; 

'^ Zofimus , 1. i. p. 28. Eutropius and Victor ftation Valerian's 
army in Rhxtia. 

"He was about feventy &t the time of his accefiion , or ^ as it is 
more probable , of his death. Hift. Auguft. p. 173. Tillemdnt , Hift. 
des Etfipereurs , torn. iii. p. 893 « note i. y 

** Inimicus Tyrannorum. Hift. Auguft. p. I73. Jn the glorioiife 
firuggle of the fenate againfi Ma^imin ; Valerian acted a very fpirited 
parti Hift. Auguft. p. I5«. 

*5 Atcording to thfe diftinction of Victdr; he feems to have received 
the title of Imperator from the army, and that of Auguftui from th^ 
fenate. 

** From Victor and from the medals, Tillemont (torn: iii. p. 716.) 
▼ery juftly infers , that Gallienus was afibciated tb the empire aboiit 
the month of Auguft of^ie year 2S3* 

^7 Various fyftems haw been formed to explain a difficult pailage 
in Gregory of Tours , l.fli c. 9. 

•• The Geographer of Ravenna i i. Ii. by mentioning Mauringahia 
on the confines of Denmark , as tHe ancient feat of the Franks , gave 
birth to an ingenious fyftem of Leibnitz. 

*• See eiuver. Germania Antiqua , 1. iii. c. 20. M. Freret , in the 
M6moires de I'Academie des Infcriptions , tom. xviii. 

^' Moft probably undet the reign ofGordian; from an accidental 
circumftance f^lly canvafled by Tillemont, torn; iii. p^ 770. iiST. 

7^ Plin. Hift. Natur. xvi. I. The panegyrifts frequently allude te 
the moraffes of the Franks. 

7* Tacit. Germania , c. 30. 37^ 

^Mn a fubfequent period , moft of thofe old names are oCcafionally 
mentioned. Ste fome veftiges of them in Cluver. G^rm. Antiq. 1. iii. 

'^ Simler de ^epublica Helvet. cum notis Fueslin. 

''^ Zofimus, L i. p. 27. 

7* M. de Brequigny (in the M^moires de TAcad^mie , tom. xxx.) 
has given us a very curious life of Fofthumu^. A feries o( the Aiiguftan 
Hiftory from Medals and Infcriptions has been more than once planned , 
and is ftill much wanted. 

7» Aurel. Victor , c. 33- Inftead of Pane dircpto , both the fenfe 
and the expreffion require dcUto ; thoogh indeed , for different i*ea- 
fons , it is alike difficult to correct the text of the beft , and of the 
worft , writers. 

7»' In the time of Anfonius (the end uf the fourth century) Iletda 
or Lerida was in a very ruinous fiate (Aufon. Epift, x;bv. 5S. >4 
lyhich probably was the cenfequence of this invaiien> 
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7* Valeiius is therefore miftaken in fuppofing tliat the Frahks had 
invaded Spain by fea. 

•• Aurel. Victor. Eutrop. ix. 6. 

•' Tacit. Geritiania, 38. 

•* Cluver. Germ. Antiq. iii. 2^. 

*^ Sic Suevi a ceteris Germanis , fie Suevorum ingenui a- fervis fe^ 
j^arantur. A proud reparation ! 

•♦ C«rar in Bello Gallico , iv. 7. 

•5 Victor in Caracal. Dion Caflius ^ Ixvii. p. i^^o: 

•' This etymology (far different from thofe which amufe thfe fancy 
of the learned) is preferved by AfiniusQ^uadratus, an original liiftorian, 
quoted by Agathias > i. c. ^. 

*7 The Suevi engaged Caefar id this manner j and the manoeuvrt 
deferved the approbation of the conqueror (in Bello Gallico, i. 48.) 

** Hift. Augufk p. 31^ , 216. Dexippus in the Ekcerpta Legdtionum» 
p, 8. Hieronym. Chron. Orofius, vii. 22. 

•» Zofimus , l.^i. p. 34. 

'* Aurel. Victor, in Gallieno et Froboi His complaints breathe an 
uncommon fpirit of freedom* 

*' Zonaras, I. xii. p. 631. 

** One of the Victors calls him King of the Marcomanni ; the other ^ 
of the Germans. 

*' See Tillemont, Hilt, des Empereurs , torn. iii. p; 398, etc. 

'^ See the lives of Claudius « Aurelian , andProbus, in the Auguftan 
Hiftory. 

" It is about half a league in breadth. Genealogical Hiftory of the 
Tartars , p. 598* 

^^ M. de Peyflfonel , who had been French conful at Caffa i in his 
Obfervations fur les Peu^les Barbares , qui ont habits Jes bords da 
Danube. ^ 

'7 Euripides in Iphigenia in Taurid. 

♦» Strabo , I. vii. p. 309. The firft kings Of Bofphorus were the 
allies of Athens. 

'* Appian in Mithridat. 

^"* It was reduced by the arms of Agrippa. Orofius , vi 2t. Eii* 
tropius , vii. 9.^ The Romans once advanced within three days march 
of the Tanais. Tacit. Annal xii. 17. 

*** See the Toxaris ofLucian , if we credit the finceri/y and the 
virtues of the Scythian , who relates a great war of his nation againft 
the kin?s of Bofphorus. 

'*»* Zofimus , 1. i. p. 28; 

'*' Strabo , 1. xi. Tacit. Hift. iii. 47. — They were called Camara. 

'•♦ See a very natural picture of the Euxine navigation , in the 
xvith letter of Tournefort. 

*"' Arrian places the frontier garrifon at Diofcurias , or Sebafto- 
polis, forty-four miles to the caft of Pityus. The garrifon of Phafis 
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•onnfted in his time of only four hundred foot. See the Periplus of 
the Euxinc. 

'** ZoGmus, 1. t. p. 30. 
I '**7. Arrian (in Periplo Maris £uxin. p* 130.) calls the diftanct 2610 
fiadia. 

'•• Xenophon. Anabafis , 1. iv. p. 348. Edit. Hutchinfon. 

***• Arrian, p. 129. The general obfervation is Tournefort's. 

*^* See an epiftle of Gregory Thaumtturgus , bishop of N'eo-Caefartt, 
quoted by Mafcou , v. 37* 

"' Zolimus , 1. i. p.. 32, 33* . 

"» Itincr. Hierofolym. p. 572. "VJ^eflelihf. 

*»5 Zofinius, U i. p. 32 ♦ 33. 

»«♦ He befieged the. place with 400 gallies ♦ 150,000 foot, and a 
numerous cavalry. See Plutarch in Lticul. Appiaii in Mithrldat. Cicero 
pro Lege Manili&, c. 8. , 

"* Strabo, 1 xii. p st3. 
^ '" Pocock*s Defcription of the Eaft, h ii. c. 23, 24. ' 

*'^ Zofimusi 1. i. p. 33« 

*'• Syncellus tells an unintelligible ftory of Prince Odenathtii , wh© 
defeated the Goths , and i^ho was killed by Prince Odenathus. 

'I* Voyages de Chardin , torn. x. p. 4f> He failed with the Turks 
from Conftan.tinople to CalFa. ^ 

^^'^ Syncellus (p. 3810 fpeaks of this expedition, as undertaken by 
the Heruli. 

*** Strabo i 1. xi. p. 4$^* 

"» Plin. Hift. Natur. iii. 7. 

**5 Hift. Auguft. p. iSi. Victor, c. 33* OrofiUs , vli. 42. Zofimus, 
I. i. p. 3^- Zonaras, 1. xii. H^S, Syncellus, p. 382. It is not without 
fome attention , that we can explain and conciliate their imperfect 
hints. VTe can ftill difcover fome traces of the partiality of Dexippus, 
in the relation of his own and his countrymen^s exploits. 

^*^ syncellus , p. 382. This body of Heruli was for a long time 
faithful and famous. 

'^' Claudius, who commanded, on the Danube, thought with pro- 
priety and acted with fpirit. His colleague was jealous of his fame. 
Hift. /Vuguft. p. 181. 

*** Jornandes , c. 26. 

'*^ Zoiimus and the Greeks fas tlie author of the Philopatris) give 
the name of Scythians to thofe whom Jornandes , and the Latin 
writers , conftantly reprefent as Goths. 

*** Hift. Auguft. p. 178. Jornandes , c. 20. 

'*♦ Strabo , 1. xiv. p. 640. Vitruvius , 1. i. c. i, praefat. 1. vii. Tacit. 
Annal. iii. 6r. Plin. Hift; Nat. xxxvi. 14. 

"* The length of St. Peter's is 840 Roman palms; each palm is* 
very little short of nine English inches. See Greaves*s Mifcellanies , 
vol. i. p. 233 i On the Roman footi 

')' The policy, however , of tlie Romans induced them to abridge 
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the extent of the fanctuary or afyhim ; which by facceflive privfle^vs 
had fprcad itfelf two ftadia round the temple. Strabo, 1. xiv. p. 641. 
Tacit. Annal. iii. 60 , etc. 

'3* They offered no ikorifices to the Grecian gods. See EpiSoL 
Gregor. Thaumat. 

'}' Zonaras,, 1. xii- p. <t3S. Snch an anecdote was perfectly fuited 
to the tafte of Montaigne. He makes ufe of it in his agreeable Eflay 
on Pedantry , 1. i. c. 24. 

*'♦ Mofes Chorenenfis , 1. ii. c, 7r. 73, 74. Zonai-as , 1. xii. p. 628. 
The authentic relation of the Armenian hiftorian ferves to rectify the 
confufed account of the Creek. The latter talks of the children of 
Tiridates , who at that time was himfelf an infant. 

*'' Hift. Auguft. p. 191. As Macrianus was an enemy to the 
Chriftians , they charged him with being a magician: 

«'• Zofimus, 1. i. p. 33. 
* «^7 Hift. Auguft. p. 174. 

'" Victor, in Caefar. Eutropius , ixi 7- _ . . 

*i* Zofimus, 1. i. p. 33. Zonaras, 1. xii. p. 630. Peter I^atrlciu^ im 
the iJxceirpta Legat. p^ 19. 

*♦*» Hift. Auguft. p, IBS' The reign of Cyriades appears in that 
collection prior to the death, of Valerian ; but I have preferred a 
probable feries of events to the doubtful chronology of a moft inac« 
curate writer. 

*♦' The fack of Antioch, anticipated by fome hiftorians, is afflgned^ 
by the deciCve teftimony of Ammianus Marcellinus , to the reign of 
Gallienus , xxiii. %. 

»♦» Zofimus ; 1. i. P- 351^1 , . 

*♦* John Malala , torn. i. p. 391. He corrtipts this probable event by 
Toitre fabulous circumftances. , 

^** Zonaras , 1. xii« p. 630. Deep valliesiwere filled up With the 
slain. Crowds of prifonersf were driven to waiter like beafts , and many 
perished for wstnt of food. 

>«< Zofimus , 1. i. p. IS. aflerti , that Sapor , had he not preferred 
l^eil to conqueft , might have remained mafter of AfiaJ 

'♦* Peter Patricius in Excerpt. Leg. p. %9' 

^^7 Syrorum agrefiium manfi. Sextus Rufus, c. 23. Rufus, Victof, 
the Auguftan Hiftory- (p. 192.) > and feveral infcriptions agrte in 
making Odenathus a citizen of Palmyra*, 

^^" He pofiefTed fo powerful an intereft among the wandering tribes, 
that Frocopius (Bell. Perfic. I; ii. c. ^. ) and John Malala (torn. L 
p. 391.) ftyle him prince of the Saracens. 

*♦» Peter Patrioius , p. ,2^. 

ISO The Pagan writers lament, the Chriftian infult, the misfortunes 
•f Valerian. Their various teftinfonies are accurately collected by Til- 
lemont , tom. iii. p. 739, etc. So little has been preferved of eafterit 
tiiftory before Mahomet 9 that the modern Perfians are totally igiioifxnt 

•£ 
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•f the victory of Sapor , an event fo glorious to their nation. See 
Biblioth^que Orientale. 

'<* One of thefe epiftles is from Artavafdes* king of Armenia : iinct 
Armenia was then a province in Periia » the king » the kingdom » and 
the epiftle> muft be fictitious. 

'^^ See his life in the Auguftan Hiflory. 

X93 There is ftill extant a very pretty Epithalaminm , compofed hy 
Gallienns for the. nnptials of his nephews. 

' Ite ait , O Juvenes , pariter fudate medullis 
Omnibus, inter vos ; non murmura Veilra colnmb«, 
Brachia non Hederse, non vincant ofcula Conchae. 

^^* He was on the, point of giving Plotinus a ruined city of Cam- 
pania , to try the experiment of realizing Plato^s Republic. See the 
Life of Plotinus, by Porphyry, in Fabricius's Biblioth. Gnec. 1. iv. 

"'A medal which bears the head of Gallienns has perplexed the 
antiquarians by its legend and reverfe; the former GallUntt Augufia <, the 
latter Ubique Pax, M. Spanheim fuppofes that the coin wa$ ftrnck by 
fome of the enemies of Gallienns , and was defigned as a fevere fatirt 
on that eifeminate prince. But as the ufe of irony may feem unworthy 
of the gravity of the Roman mint , M. de Vallemont has deduced froni 
a pafTage of Trebellius Pollio (Hiil. Auguft. p. 198.' an ingenious and 
natural folution. Ga/liena was firft couiin to the emperor. By delivering 
Africa from the ufurper Celfus , she deCerved the title of Augufta. On 
a medal in the French king*s collection , we read a fimilar infcriptioit 
of fauftina Augufia round the head of Marcus Anrelius. With regard 
to the Ubique Pax , it is eafily explained by the vanity of Gallienns , 
who feized , perhaps , the occafion of fome momentary calm. Set 
Kouvelles de la R6publique des Lettres , Janvier 1700. p. 2i — 34. 

^^* This ftngular character has , I believe, been fairly tranfmitted 
to us. The reign of his immediate fucceiTor was short and bufy ; 
and the hiftorians who wrote before the. elevation of the family of 
Conftantinen could not have the moft remote intereffc to mifreprefent 
the character of Gallienns. 

'^7 Pollio expreiTes the moft minute anxiety to complete the number. 

*'* The place of his reign is fomewhat doubtful; but there was a 
tyrant in Pontus, and we are .acquainted with the feat of all the others* 

''* Tillemont, tom. iii. p. II63> reckons them fomewhat differently. 

*'^ See the fpeech of Marius, in the Auguilan Hiftory, p. 197. The 
accidental identity of names was the only circumftance that could 
tempt Pollio to imitate Salluft. 

'^' Vos , O Pompilius fanguis ! is Horace's addrefs to the PiCbs* Set 
Art. Poet. V. 292 , with Dacier's anil Sanadon's notes. 

*** Tacit. Annal. xv. 48. Hift. i. i^. In the former of thefe paiSigea 

we may venture to change paurna into tnaterna. In every generation 

from Augnftus to Alexander Sevenis , one or more Pifos appear as con- 

fals. A Pifo Was deemed worthy of the fifaroae by AuguAus (Tacit. 

Vol. L S ^ 
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AnnaU i. I3')> A fecond headed a formidable confpiracy agatnftNeroa 
and a third was adopted , and declared Caefar by Galba« 

**' Hift. Auguft. p, 19^. The fen ate , in a moment of enthulialm , 
Ibems to have prefumed on the approbation of Gallienus,- 

"♦ Hift. Auguft. p. 196. 

''* The aflbciation of the brave Palmyrenian was the moft popular 
set of thff yvhoU reign of Gallienus. Hift Augiift. p. ISO. 

^** Gallienus had g<ven the titles of Caefar ahd Augufius to his foa 
Saloninus, slain at Cologn by the ufurper Pofthumiis. A fecond fon of 
Gallienus fucceeded to the name and rank of bis elder brother. Valerian, 
the brother of Gallienus , was alfo aifuciated to the empire , feveral 
other brothers, lifters, nephews, and nieces of the emperor, formed 
n very numerous royal family. See Tillemont , tom. iii. and M. dc 
Brequighy in the M^moires de TAcad^mie , tom. xxxii. p. z62. 

"' Hift. Auguft. p. 188. 

**' Regillianus had fome bands of Roxolani in his fervke. Foft- 
humus a body of Franks. It was perbaps in the character of auxiliaries 
that the latter introduced themfelves into Spain. 

*'' The Auguftan Hiftory, p. I77» calls it fctviU bcllum* See Diodor« 
Sicul. 1. xxxiv. 

*^» Plin. Hift. Natur; v, la. 

»7i Diodor. Sicul. 1. xvii. p. ^90* Edit. Weffeling* :. 

'^* See a very curious letter of Hadrian, in the Auguftan Hiftory, p. 24<. 

*73 Such' was the facrilegious mvrder of a divine cat. See Diodor* 
Sicul. 1. i. 

*7* Hift. Auguft. p. 19^. This long and terrible fedition was firft occa- 
fioned by a difpute between a foldier and a towfifman about a pair of 
shoes. 

'7^ Dionyfius apndEufeb. Hift. Ecclef. vol. vii. p. 21. Ammian^xxti. T6^ 

*^* Scaliger. Aiiimadver. ad Eufeb. Chron. p. 258* Three diflertations 
of M. Bonamy , in the M^nK de TAcademie « tom, ix. 

*77 Strabo , 1. xii. p. ^69. 

''7« Hift. Auguft. p. 197. 

*7» See Cellarius, Geogr. Antiq. tom. ii. p. 137. upon the limits of 
Ifauria. 

'«• Hift. Auguft. p. 177. 

*•* Hift. Auguft. p. 1^7. Zofimus , 1. i. p. 24. Zonaras , 1. xii. 
p. 623. Eufeb. Chronicon. Victor in Epitom. Victor in Caefar. Eutro- 
pius, ix. 5. Orofius, vii. 21. 

"^ Eufeb. Hift. Ecclef. vii. 21. The fact is taken from the Letters of 
Bionyilus, who, in the time of thofe troubles, was bishop of Alexandria. 

*•' In a great number of parishes ir,ooo perfons were found between 
fourteen and eighty; ^365 between forty arid feventy. See Buffon « 
Hiftoirc Naturelle *, tom. ii. p. 590. 

End of the Notes to the firft Yolame. 
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